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DEMAND MORE B’WAY HITS 





New Org. of Film Audiences Hopes 


To Influence Production Standards 


+ 


Newly formed Organization of 
Film Audiences will attempt to in- 
fluence film production in the U. S 
First conclave was attended by ex- 
ecutive members of various church, 


peace, labor and student organi- 
zations for the purpose of form- 
ulating a plan of action. Differ- 


ing from strictly cloth and censor- 
ship bodies, the new group is com- 
prised of a cross-section of average 
audience representatives which, at 
present, claims a potential audience 
of over 40,000,000 people. 

The specific aims of the new or- 
ganization are to curtail production 
of anti-labor and pro-fascist films| 
and to promote the increase of cul- 
tural, instructive and anti-war films. 
This will be done by wholesale en- 
dorsement of films similar to ‘Black 
Legion’ (WB), ‘Fury’ (MG), ‘Winter- 
set’ (RKO) and the proposed anti- 
war film being readied by Metro, 
*They Gave Him a Gun.’ 

As in the case of ‘Winterset,’ con- 
sidered a highly cultural film, and 
which is doing spotty business, Film 
Audiences feels that it can aid great- 
ly in making such films more suc- 
cessful with its propaganda machine. 

Methods of organization will work 
both ways either panning or plug- 
ging productions. A representative 
stationed in Hollywood will keep the 
New York office informed of pro- 
duction activities and trends. When 
a proposed ‘production fits in with 
the attitude of. the organization an 


(Continued on page 5°) 











Angels and Angels 


———— 


In some scenes in ‘The Fter- 
nal Road,’ Manhattan O. H., 
N. Y., a panel spotted in the ex- 
treme rear center and high up 
at times discloses a_ celestial 
chorus. 

One customer, and unable to 
see the panel, went to the box- 
office and complained: ‘I can’t 
see the angels.’ 

‘There’s two of ’em standing 
right over there,” replied the 
ticket seller, pointing to a 
couplé of the spec’s backers, 














MUSIC TYPEWRITER 
ON GERMAN MARKET 


Berlin, Jan. 24. 

Long-awaited invention has finally | 
come to pass—a typewriter for 
music. It has already been perfected 
to such an extent as to enable cheap 
Prices right off the bat. Inventor 
is M. Rundstalter, a German engineer. 

His new contraption has 44 keys 
with the five lines, clefs, time and 
notes, making it possible to write a 
whole piece in a few minutes. 





Reeling Coronation 








London, Feb. 2. 

Five standard newsreel companies 
will be given equal rights on filming | 
of the Coronation, but British 
Movietone News has managed a bit | 
of a break by arranging exclusive 
rights to film the ceremony in tech- | 
Nicolor. 

Movietone will use 40 cameras for 
the affair and take 40,000 feet of film. 





JUST A RUB-DOWN 

N. Y.’s due-bill brokers have hit | 
upon a freak ‘night out.’ 

They're passing up all the niteries, 
hotels, ete., for a group fling at a} 
Turkish bath, including cards, 
drinks, eats, etc. 


| last 


| tour 





CUSTOMERS 
WEEKLY . 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

About 500,000 persons see produc- 
tions of the Federal Theatre Pro- 
gram each week, statistics here re- 
veal. 

Works Progress Administrator 
Hopkins says that approximately 
15,000,000 persons have taken in the 
performances by jobless legit com- 





panies functioning under Federal 
auspices. Total of 28,191 perform- 


ances has been presented. 
While there was no break-down on 
patronage in different cities, the 


| tember, October, November and De- 
cember averaged 1,214,000 monthly. 


20-FOX HAS MARTIN 





JOHNSON’S LAST PIC 





Last footage lensed in the jungles 
by the late Martin Johnson will be 


released by 20th-Fox Aug. 1 under | 


the title. ‘Borneo.’ 

It will be in 8,000 feet, cut from 
175,000 feet purchased by the studio. 
Original footage was 300,000 feet. 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 

Joe Tilton, Pittsburgh sound tech- 
nician who accompanied late Martin 
Johnson on an expedition to Borneo 
year, goes to California this 
week to sub for Johnson on a lecture 
interrupted by death of cele- 
brated explorer in recent 
crash. 

Rumors current that he 
make plans with Mrs. Johnson, 
hospitalized with 
in same crack-up, to 
work of her 


injuries 
carry 
husband were branded 


' ‘ridiculous’ by Tilton. 


‘If I do plan to participate in 
further explorations,’ he told news- 


(Continued on page 71) 
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Theatre Brokers, Always a} 
| Attest | 
to a Legit-Hungry Public | 
Current Crop of | 
‘Hits Too Few—Even Cut | 
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figures show attendance during Sep- customers 


IT ENOUGH LEGIT 
btouto all f 
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Good Barometer, 


—The 


Rate Trade Feels Dearth | 


HORDES OF STANDEES 


Box-offices and ticket agencies are 
indexes of legit theatre trends, with | 
iatter provably a surer 


could do with 15 attractions more 
than the 23 which were current last 
week. Four more will be added “ 
ing this week for a current total o 


25, two Foving withdrawn but it | 
shor approximate 30 shows 
i.cat week. 

Earlier “in the winter iii cea | 
discerned the revived irterest in 
the stage and it was ‘estimated 
that the main stem could  sup- 


port at least 20 hits this season, 
in addition to as many moderate 
successes. As it is there is an un- 


| usually high -ercentage of hits com- 


pared to the total, not counting the 
possibilities of this and next week's 
premiere cards. 

There are 12 strong new grossers 
and four holdovers. Latter’s figures 
are not high, but the shows are con- 
sistent profit-earners. 

Ticket brokers now state they can- 
not get enough tickets because there 


are fewer attractions than the mar- | 


ket could stand. Agencies are ‘going 
clean’ almost nightly, turning away 
because there are 
tickets remaining to be sold. 

That is a complete reverse of other 
seasons. Even in the boom times 
there were always returns. 

During January it was estimated 
that theatre attendance was 10% bet- | 
ter over last year and ticket men fig- 
ured that the betterment would have 


been 40% up but for the epidemic | 


of influenza and other respiratory 
ills. 

*With New York's wet but open 
winter, not as many people are going 
to the winter vacation spots, 
theatres figure to prosper 
February. Annual decline is 
immediately after Washington’s 
Birthday (22), what with this year’s 


| early Lent plus the federal] and state 


| ever, 


| jumped forward, 


| 


would | 
still } 
received | 
on the} 


income tax payment periods. How- 
whether the slump will be as 
marked as usual remains to be seen 

Even the cut-rate ticket sales have 
but there are 


(Continued on page 62) 


not 





Critics’ Box Scores 


Mid-season Box Score on the 
New York and Chicago film 
critics will be found on Page 3. 

Dramatic critiés’ score on 
Page 60. 











gauge. | 
| And brokers declare that Broadway | 


WPA HAS 500,000 
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Flood Inspires Song | 





First song stemming out of 
latest river overflows reached 
the music counters around New 
York last week. It was ‘Flood 
Waters,’ with Jack Mills the 
publisher. 
| Tune is the first published 
work of Ruth and Allan Son- 
dra, brother and sister, who 

live in West Orange, N. J. He’s 

a lawyer and she’s a _ school- 

marm. Pair wrote it ala lament 
| over the weekend and placed 
it Monday (24). Copies were on 
| the counters Thursday. 











RADIO CHORAL 


"BEES MAY HYPO 
BALLADS 


Music publishers are wondering 
whether the spread of community 
singing programs among the hinter- 
land stations as well as the networks 
will open the way for the re-popu- 





larizing of the old-fashioned ballad. | 


Couple of major pubs have already 
started to acquire tunes of this type 
with a view to putting them on the 
market when they think the time 





ripe. 
| Genre of the sentimental ballad 
that they have in mind dates back 


| to ‘Just a Girl That Men Forget’ 
| and ‘What a Pal Was Mary.’ Enthusi- 


| the 


asm with which the pubs hear these | 


tunes sung over the air by the 
| younger generation among studio au- 
| diences has developed the impres- 
| sion that a new appetite is being 
| whetted and that with a little enter- 
|prise this angle might prove a 
| resuscitating sheet grosser. 


‘SCREEN’S VOLUNTARY 
PROHIBITION EDICT 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Prompted by reformers, Joe Breen 
Hays rep, has warned all studios that 
the purity seal will be withheld un- 
less drinking and drunkenness in 
pictures is soft-pedaled. Of late there 
/has been entirely too much tippling 
done on the screen, says Breen. 

Ultimatum to studios stated that 
churches and women’s groups are 
complaining about the undue wet- 
ness of films and that the producers’ 
association will insist on rigid en. 
forcement of the order, claiming tiat 











' misses. falling 


\Chorus Girls Slide Bown Bannister 
To Make Cues on Fast Changes 


+ 


Feb. 2. 
Probably the smallest burly house 
next to Toronto's is the local Roxy, 
which has a stage only 14 feet deep 
and 32 feet wide. No room for any 
scenery. Just six thin curtains way 


Cleveland, 


in front and everything its done on 
two staircases in back. Majority of 
effects have to be done with light- 
ing. 

House has a circular runway built 
around deep orchestra pit, but it’s 
a bugaboo. Less than three feet 
wide, nearly every new stripper just 
off it the first day. 
Chorus learned the safety-first trick 
of holding on to each other, in case 
one slips. No casualties yet. 

Roxy also so small that a door had 
to be smashed through wall to an- 
other building, where dressing rooms 
were built upstairs. Gals have 
earned to slide down circular iron 
stairs to make better time, as it’s 
so narrow only one can go down at 
a time. 

Capacity of auditorium is 600, spot 
is only burly stand in town and is 
a gold-mine for George Young, 
owner and nitery backer. 


HENRY HULL JR. APES 
PAPA IN GUILD PLAY 


Henry Hull, Jr., was selected to 
double for his father in the Theatre 
Guild’s incoming ‘Masque of Kings’ 
because of the striking resemblance 
of the two. Show opens Feb. 8 at 
Shubert. 

Youngster’s part as Bratfish calls 
for him to impersonate his dad, who 
acts Prince Rudolph. Script speci- 
fies a physical likeness in the char- 
acters for realistic effects. Light, 








/makeup ang costuming takes care 
of little defects so the kid creates 


jthe move is necessary to forestall | 


|possible legislative action. Edict was 


framed at last week's producer meet- | 


ing. 


the general impression that it is the 
same person, 





Jesse Owens, Maestro 


Jesse Owens, Olympic champ 
printer, since turned pro, will front 
a colored band being built by Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. Fleetfoot 
maestro will act as vocalist also. 

Band of 14 pieces will be booked 
on one-niters throughout the east 
and Cleveland territory, Owens’ 
uome grounds. 








ADVERTISEMENT 


TRUTH 
ABOUT RADIO 


POLLS 


See Page 44 
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Fred Niblo Inserts Hollywood Defense 
Into His ‘Professional Parade’ for NBC 


4 


Fred Niblo, drum-majoring the 
‘Professional Parade’ over the NBC 
blue, is now putting in a weekly roll 
for the picture industry. In a dis- 
cussion of the meaning various per- 
sons attach to the phrase ‘Going 
Hollywood,’ the director of silent 
films is including explanations of 
and answers to statements often 
made about the picture business and 
its stars. On last week’s broadcast, 
Nibdlo led off with the reply a news- 
paper editor made to the question of 
what ‘going Hollywood’ meant, it be- 
ing ‘going crazy ... paying salaries 
of $6.000 and $8,000 weekly.’ Saying 


‘ 





Smudge-Pot Blackout 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Standard gag among. the 
country gentlemen of the stu- 
dios since the freeze eskimoed 


$60,000,000 ‘in citrus orchards 
is to greet a fellow sucker, 
‘Hey, buddy, wanna buy an 
orange grove?’ 











‘Good Earth’ Premiere to 





that he would take up, on a later} 


program, the matter of salaries and | 
what principals did to earn them, in | 
the country’s fourth largest industry, | 
Nible: remarked that ‘Ben Hur,’ which | 


} 


directed, cost $3,000,000 to pro- | 
duce and ‘paid back six to one.’ 

Veteran then swung verbal clubs 
for Norma Shearer, whom, he said, | 

widely-read’ colmunist of a met- | 

»politan daily had squibbed as hold- | 
ing hands, in a New York night spot, | 
with a musical director. There was | 
no basis for the item or innuendo, | 
declared Niblo, even though the act | 
described therein had no taint of| 
wrong doing. The actress—not men- | 
tioned by name until the climax—had | 
never been in a night club. Niblo had | 
known her since childhood, was 
proud to be one of her friends, and | 
was sorry she had been again 
‘wounded,’ after her recent bereave- 
ment. 

Listener reaction to Niblo’s com- 
ments—he insists they’ are not a 
‘defense of Hollywood’—should be 
excellent for the picture business. 
No Hollywooder of importance heard 
regularly on the radio has less an 
air of what most people associate | 
with the film capital than Niblo, and 
few of them strike just his note of 
gentle sincerity. 


DEVAL’S NEW B’WAY 
PLAY; PROD. UNIT OUT 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Jacques Deval, author of ‘Tovarich,’ 
winds up his 20th Century-Fox film 
writing contract when he completes 
‘Rings on Her Fingers’ for Simone 
Simon, after which he heads for 
Broadway and production of his new 
play, ‘Heaven and Return.’ 

Deval’s 20th-Fox stint is over April 
30. Accordingly this halts. the 
French playwright’s indie production 
idea for Darryl Zanuck. 


Waring’s $150,000 


ne 














Shanghai Via Sheriwave | 


From Loew's WHN, N. Y. 


Premiere of ‘Good Earth,’ at Astor 
theatre, N. Y., last (Tues.) night was 
picked up from WHN, New York, via 
short wave by WXLB, China Press 
station at Shanghai. This was the 
first time that a U.S. metropolitan 
motion picture opening had been 
broadcast in China. 

Henry E. Gellermann, New York | 
correspondent for the China Press, 





|down the 





spoke .to Shar.ghai listeners first in 
English and then in Chinese over 
WHN outlet. Jay C. Flippen, Jimmy 
Jemail and Radie Harris gave word 
picture of celebrities attending ini- 
tial performances of Metro feature. 


ANNA NEAGLE CAN NOW 
PLAY QUEEN VICTORIA 


London, Feb. 2. 

Anna Neagle will play the role of 
Queen Victoria in ‘Victoria the 
Great,’ film to be produced and di- 
rected by Herbert Wilcox. Film is 
being figured for release on June 21, 
immediately after the expiration of 
the Lord Chamberlain’s ban on use of 
the character in entertainment 

Tests are being made for a male 
lead to act the Prince Consort role, 
with no one set yet. H. B. Warner, 
however, will play Lord Melbourne. 











‘Original’ Legion Yarn? 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Universal has assigned Kyrill de 
Shishmareff, erstwhile Foreign 
Legion officer, to write an original 
Legion story. 
Writer recently completed original 
and screen play of ‘March or Die.’ 








Ellen Prescott’s Bow 


Hollyweod, Feb. 2. 
Ellen Prescott, recently termed at 
20th-Fox, makes her, debut in ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ ; 





Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians will 
receive $150,000 from Warner Bros. 
for their one picture chore. It’s a 
record high for a band in a film. 

WB made two features with Rudy 
Vallee and has been on-and-offing 
a third filmusical. 


‘TOP’ MUSICAL SCORE 


Previn's Footage on U’s ‘Town’ Runs 
About 8,000 Feet 











Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Longest musical score ever writ- 
ten has been completed by Charles 
Previn for Universal’s ‘Top of the 
Town.’ Footage runs more than 8,000 
feet. 

Picture will be the first to use the 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
push-pull sound recording system 
throughout for both dialog and music, 
according to Homer G. Tasker, head 
of U’s sound department. 


Team Raymond-Sothern 
In RKO’s “Take It Easy 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Gene Raymond and Ann Sothern 
have been teamed again at RKO for 
leads in ‘Take It Easy,’ which will 
hit the cameras this month. 
Francis and Marion Cockrell did 
the original. Al Lewis produces. 


WB Pacts O’Connell 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Hugh O'Connell goes under an 
acting contract to Warners. 
Comedian received the covenant 
as a result of his work in the re- 
cently completed “Réady,' Willing 
and Able’; at’ the studio. 








Etienne Giradot also has . been 
added to the cast.» 4.: 


KRASNA’S MG INITIALER 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Luise Rainer will top the cast in 
an untitled picture at Metro which 
Dore Schary is concocting. 
It will be Norman Krasna’s first 
picture as a producer on the lot. 


_ ARRIVALS 


Julien Benda, Manuel Quirogo, 
Harry A. Cahill Gertrude: Ruenger, 
Zavatta Zoppe Circus, Sarah All- 
good, Marlene Dietrich, Lou Holtz, 
Gina Cigne, Atillio Lamponi, Gus 
Eyssell, Glen MacWilliams, Eleanor 
Mindling, Karin Branzell, Chayele 
Grober, Mario Armatore, Rudolf 
Friml, Swana Wanda, Maggie Teyte, 
Arthur Fear, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 











Lewin, Fidele Koenig, Jeanne 
Gauthier, Clyde Hager, Eddie Owes, 
Melitta Brunner, ' 
SAILINGS 
Feb. 11 (London to New York) 
Irwin Dash (Manhattan). 
Feb. 10 (New York to London) 


William P. Carney (Queen Mary). 

Feb. 2 (New York to London) Tul- 
lio Carminati (Bremen). 

Jan. 30 (West Indies Cruise) Mr. 
and Mrs. Len Libbey (New York). 

Jan. 30 (New York to Buenos 
Aires) Jose Maria Reynal (Southern 
Cross). 

Jan. 28 (New York to London) 
Rebecca West, Leon Gordon, Ben 
Thau (Aquitania). 

Jan. 29 ‘New York to 
Jerry J. Karpf (Lafayette). 

Jan. 27 (New York to Paris) Bailet. 


Espagnol! (Denutechtand vy * 


Havana) 





PICTURES 


\ 





KEN MURRAY AND OSWALD 


Nelson Bell of the Washington 
Post says: “Ken Murray is a riot on 
the Earle siage this, week. Mr. 
Murray is one of the theatre's fore- 
most contemporary buffoons, whose 
basic humor is sound, and versatil- 
ity great. As his chief foil he has 
with him Oswald the “Oh Yeah!” of 
the radio broadcasts who, in addi- 


his 


solo 


tion to 
cordion 


ac- 
tears 


chatter, 
and 
house.” 


plays an 
practically 





ACAD. AWARD 
DINNER MARCH 4 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Ninth annual Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and. Sciences’ awards 
banquet will be held in the Biltmore 
hotel, Los Angeles, March 4, ac- 
cording to Frank Capra president of 
the organization. George Jessel will 
toastmaster. 

In meantime, committee of 50 
members is discussing achievements 
in order to vote upon the nomina- 
tions for 10 productions, five actors, 
five actresses, five directors, five 
writers, five supporting actresses and 
actors. Each member will vote 
upon the nominations by tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 

Committeemen held a meeting last 
week and nominated six original pic- 
ture songs, five filmusical scores and 
nine recording achievements to ap- 
pear on the final ballots on which 
the general membership will vote. 

Nominations for the best songs of 
the year are: 

‘Did I Remember?’ authored by 
Walter Donaldson and Harold Adam- 
son, and used in ‘Suzy’ (MG). 

‘I've Got You Under My Skin,’ by 
Cole Porter and used in ‘Born to 
Dance’ (MG). 9 | 

‘*A»Melody From the Sky; by Sid- 
ney ‘Mitchell and Louis \Alter, used 


‘in *Trail of: the) Lonesome Pine’ 


(Wanger-Par).' | f 

‘Pennies’ F:r:io m' Heaven,’ by 
Arthur’ Johnston and: Jehn Burke, 
used in picture’ of the same. name 
(Col). f 

‘The Way You Look Tonight,’ by 
Jerome Kern and Dorothy Fields, 
used in ‘Swing Time’ (Radio). 

“When Did You Leave Heaven?’ by 
Richard A. Whiting and Walter Bul- 
lock, used, in ‘Sing, Baby, Sing’ 
(20th-Fox ). 

Musical scores from the following 
films were nominated: 

‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB). 

‘The Garden of Allah’ (Selznick- 
Inter.). 

‘The General Died at Dawn’ (Par). 

‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ 
(WB). ,° 

‘Winterset’ (Radio). 

Following list of productions was 
nominated for the award in sound 
recording: 

‘Banjo On My Knee’ (20th-Fox). 

‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ 
(WB). 

‘Dodsworth’ (Goldwyn-UA), 

‘General Spanky’ (Roach). 

‘A Girl From Paris’ (Radio). 

‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ (Col). 

‘San Francisco’ (MG). 

‘The Texas Rangers’ (Par). 

‘Three Smart Girls °’(U). 


Nominations for the best film edit- 
ing jobs of the past year were made 
last week by the Academy commit- 
tee. Tie in fifth place necessitated a 
sixth selection instead of the usual 
five. 

Editors and their pictures are: 
Ralph Dawson, ‘Anthony Adverse,’ 
WB; Ed Curtiss, ‘Come and Get It,’ 
Goldwyn; William S. Gray, ‘The 
Great Ziegfeld,’..MG; Barbara Mc- 
Lean, ‘Lloyds of London,’ 20th-Fox; 





Conrad Nervig; ‘Tale 6f'Two Cities,’ 
MG; Otto Méyer, “theatre Goes 


? z ~ 


‘wild’ "Cok * 
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‘Bway Managers See Dramatists’ 
£7. tt eee my A 
~ Guild Stymie New Plays Contest 
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Nuh! 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
With numerous Irish writers. 
on the Warners lot, Pat C. Flick 
and Aben Finkel were picked to 


write “Three Cheers for the 
Trish.’ 
Earl Baldwin, associate pro- 





ducer, did the picking. 








Rosita (and Ramon) 
Settles Her Billing 


Settlement of the suit brought by 
Marie Louise Hanrick Reachi against 
Warner Bros. for an accounting of 
the profits of the picture, ‘Gold- 
diggers of 1935,’ was announced in 


N. Y. federal court Saturday (30). 
Details of the settlement not re- 
vealed. 


Mrs. Reachi, the Rosita of the for 
mer dance team of Ramon (Reachi) 
and Rosita, claimed that Warners 


had advertised the team as a fea- 
ture of the ‘Golddiggers’ picture 
without her consent, the team not 


having appeared in the film. 

In its answer to the action Warners 
claimed plaintiff's husband, Antonio 
de Reachi (Ramon) had given them 
his consent. Ramon appears with a 
new partner since his marital split 
from the original Rosita, and in the 
WB filmusical he billed himself Ra- 
mon and Rosita. Since then his 
femme vis-a-vis is known as Renita. 


HERB POLESIE MADE 
PAR PRODUCTION AIDE 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Herb Polesie has been boosted 
from Paramount's writing staff to 
assistant to Benjamin Glazer, pro- 
ducer. 

Polesie, former Broadway pro- 
ducer, was handling the Shell- 
Chateau radio show for J. Walter 
Thompson before joining Par. 


They'll Listen 


Whether Hollywood will snare 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne for 
one film during their visit to the 
Coast in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ is question- 
able. Duo, however, would listen to 
propositions, it has been indicated. 

Lunts expect to be tied up with 
rehearsals of ‘Amphitryon’ during 
the tour. Show will star them in 
New York next season. 

















N. Y. to L. A. 


Constance Bennett. 
Joe Bigelow. 
Bertram Bloch. 
Russell Crouse. 
Irving Dashkin, 
Chris Dunphy. 
Florence Eldridge. 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglass Fairbanks. 
Jesse Goldburg. 
Lou Golden. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Ted Lesser. 
Fredric March. 
Boris Morros. 
Doris Nolan. 
Norma Shearer. 
Robert E. Sherwood. 
Sol Strausberg. 
Gloria Swanson. 
Mary Young. 
Adolph Zukor. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jean Arthur. 

Raymond Bond. 

Jackie Coogan. 

Cheryl Crawford. 

Lou Diamond. 

Marsha Hunt. 

Horace Jackson. 

Herman J. Mankiewicz. 
Floyd Odlum. 

Fred Pelton. 

Nat Perrin. 

Dorothy Peterson. 

Daphne Pollard. 

Juanita Pollard. 

Sylvia Sidney. 

Luise Rainer, 

Harry Takiff. , 
Joseph Walker. . 





Henry Wilcoxon. 


Suit Vs. Warner Bros. | 








While picture companies were 
highly satisfied with results of the 
first Bureau of New Plays contest, 
which ended over the week-end 
New York managers were inclined 
to sneer at it as practically mean. 
ingless. As result of the contest five 
fellowships ‘and scholarships totaling 
$8,750 were set up, coin going to 
college boys who had not previously 
had plays produced. 

Columbia, Metro, Paramount. RKO, 
20th-Fox, Universal and Warners put 
up the coin and started the Bureau, 
idea being to find new playwrights, 
Manuscripts submitted totaled 212. 

Whole thing started while the man- 
agers and writers were feuding over 
a new contract last summer. With 
the managers now lined up on the 
writers’ side, and the two factions 
opposed by Hollywood on the ‘ton- 
tract rules, it mears that none of 
the plays submitted in the contest, 
none of the plays which won the 
contest and none of the plays likely 
to be written under the fellowships, 
are likely to be produced. 

Filmites are still bitterly opposed, 
so they say, to the contract whereby 
managers and dramatists are satis- 
fied to produce legit plays. But if 
th. plays are to be produced by any 
reliable managers it means the film 
companies must accede to them be- 
ing produced under this contract. If 
the film companies give in on this, 
they give in on the whole fight. 
Only alternative is for the film com- 
panies to set up new legit producers 
of their own. These producers would 
automatically find themselves black- 
listed by the Dramatists’ Guild and 
might have trouble with Equity and 
other organized legit sources. 


SIMONE AND PETE HAVE 
THOSE HOMELAND BLUES 


Feb. 2. 
flu were 
cases of 








Hollywood, 

As if current influx of 
not enough, two serious 
homesickness have hit the 20th-Fox 
lot. Simone Simon, having stayed 
almost two years after coming for 
initial 8-month period, wants to get 
back to Paree and is demanding 
French leave. Studio suggests a 
month in March or April, after 
‘Seventh Heaven’ is washed up, but 
Miss Simon is holding out for chance 
to stay away until the fall. 

Peter Lorre is asking for time out 
to go back and visit village of Ro- 
senberg, in Carpathian mountains, 
where he was born, and to which 
he has not returned since age of six. 
Chances -are he’ll be free to make 
trip after finishing work in ‘The 
Slave Ship.’ But the European men- 
ace has a way of getting cast in 
plenty of pix which may stand in 
his way. 


Equity Suspends Brent 


George Brent is the latest Holly- 
woodian to be suspended by Equity 
for not joining the Screen Actors’ 
Guild. Charges were filed against 
him about a month previous, actor 
failing to make any defense. 

Such suspensions are apparently 
only effective if and when those so 
listed desire to re-enter the legit 
stage. Before they can be reinstated 
they must pay the accompanying fine 
of $100 annually. 











Broderick-Moore Teamed 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Victor Moore and Helen Broderick 
have been set as tops for RKO’s ‘Mrs. 
America,’ formerly titled ‘Lady Av- 
erage,’ which Jack Townley is screen- 
playing. Jack Goodman and Al- 
bert Leventhall did the original. 
Pair also team in radijo. 





RKO WANTS RITA JOHNSON 


Baltimore, Feb. 2. 
RKO dickering for Rita Johnson, 
currently in an ingenue role in the 
George M. Cohan starrer, ‘Fulton 
of Oak Falls.’ 
Arthur Willi caught actress’ troup- 


ing and ,is, now negotiating with 


William Morris office, which handles 
} Miss Johnson, — 
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Film Critics’ Box Score 





AS OF JAN. 30, 


"37 





Key to abbreviations: PC 


ARCHER WINSTEN (Post) 
KATE CAMERON .(News) 


ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) 


e+e 


EILEEN CREELMAN (Sun) 





Variety (Combined) 


on the job. 


DORIS ARDEN? (Times) 
MAE TINEE* (Tribune) 


eereeeeee 


CLARK RODENBACH (News)... 





+ Eleanor Keene 
* Frances Kurner 





(pictures caught), 
O (no opinion), Pct. (percentage). 


HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune) 57 44 13 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) ....... 
REGINA CREWE (American) ... 
FRANK S. NUGENT (Times) ........ 93 64 26 


WILLIAM BOEHNEL (World-Tele.)... 
ROBERT GARLAND (American) . 





PC R w oO Pct. 

oceee 60 48 12 .800 
ewes 110 86 24 781 
—- ot th 

geoce: OS 67 14 12 -720 
198 140 50 8 -707 

eaves 107 75 26 6 -700 
3 688 

escee 121 80 35 6 661 
175. 110 65 f% 628 

ooo. OF 55 18 18 -604 
eT 324 275 49 848 


(This score based on 324 pictures) 


Note—Robert Garland is a new name, having joined the American, 
where he is splitting film coverage with Miss Crewe, formerly alone 


CHICAGO 


eeeeeerete 


CAROL FRINK (Herald-Examiner) . 


PC R w oO Pct. 

sice Bee) 1B 36 os 741 

csveoe Ld] 92 33 6 -702 
- 119 81 21 17 -680 

os eee 106 70 20 16 -660 


(This score based on 156 pictures) 


R (right), W (wrong), 








Winsten, N. Y. Post Newcomer, Tops 
Pix Crix at Midseason; Arden in Chi 


Once more a newcomer heads the 


box-score on film criticism as the 
1936-37 season passes the half-way 
mark. This time it is Archer Win- 
sten of the N. Y. Post. While Win- 
sten displaces Howard Barnes of the 
Herald-Tribune, also picking pic- 
tures for the first time. Barnes has 
moved into the spot held by Win- 
sten’s predecessor on the Post, 
Thornton Delehanty. 


When the current season’s box- 
score was last computed, at the first 
quarter, Barnes and Winsten had 
caught merely 23 pictures each. 
Barnes then was in first place with 
a percentage of .826 and Winsten in 
sixth with a percentage of .739. At 
the time the computation was made, 
it was mentioned that, in both cases, 
the scores were not really indicative. 
As proven at present, when Barnes, 
on 57 pictures has a percentage of 
.771 and third place, while Winsten, 
on 60 pictures, climbs way up to the 
top spot with an even .800. 


Kate Cameron of the News is still 
in the second spot, a position she 
has held almost all the time, except 
in the couple of seasons she won 
out. She is crowding Winsten with 
a score of .781 this time. It was 
second spot and .780 on the quar- 
terly. And it was second spot and 
-791 for her exactly a year ago. 


Chi Almost Per Usual 

In Chicago there is little switch- 
ing, as usual. Doris Arden of the 
Times (Eleanor Keene) who has led 
the parade constantly in that sector 
for the past five or six years, is still 
up there, with a score of .741. Mae 
Tinee (Frances Kurner) of the 
Tribune has moved up a notch since 
the quarterly, Carol Frink of the 
Herald-Examiner moving up with 
her and Clark Rodenbach of the 
News being shoved into the cellar. 
This trio constantly shifts back and 
forth, but Miss Arden is usually a 
800dly distance ahead. 

Variety’s combined score this 
time is a rather good one, .848 being 
the best average for the paper in a 
number of years. And all those 
wise-cracks about the paper tabbing 
itself still go. 

In the runner-up positions in New 
York there has been little fluctua- 
tion since the tabulation of the 
quarterly score for the season. Rose 
Peiswick of the Journal is down a 
notch to fourth at .771 with Bland 
Johaneson and Regina Crewe fol- 
lowing her, as they did then. Frank 
S. Nugent of the Times is up a notch 

(Continued on page 27) 








‘Damaged Goods’ Remake 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
U. S. government will co-operate 
with Phil Goldstone on the produc- 
tion and release of a remake of 
‘Damaged Goods’ in a drive against 
social diseases. Upton Sinclair is 
adapting the Eugene Brieux play. 
New version puts heavy emphasis 
on the yarn, whereas the silent films 
played up Arnold Bennett in the 
leading role. 


MARCH HEADS CAST 
OF S-’S ‘LET ME LIVE’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Fredric March is set for the lead 
in ‘Let Me Live,’ Selznick-Interna- 
tional production, which will be 








handled by E. Lloyd Sheldon. Pic- 
ture is slated to start shortly after 
March returns from New York, 


where he is vacationing. 

Film will be produced in Techni- 
color. William A. Wellman, who will 
direct, also wrote the original with 
Robert Garson. 
scripting. 


2 Marriages Cold 


Hollywood, Feb. 2 

Two film marriages hit the rocks 
Feb. 1 after a few days. Dave Gould, 
Metro dance director, was granted an 
annulment from’ Frances Paxton, 
screen actress, and Helen Burgess, 
film player, called it quits with Her- 
bert Rutherford, piano instructor, 
after 10 hours. 








ae 
Betty’s ‘Easy Going 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Betty Grable will be the femme 


topper with Bert Wheeler and Rob- | 


ert Woolsey in RKO’s ‘Easy Going.’ 
Nat Perrin scripted from Avery 
Hopwood’s play. 





PASTERNAK’S PIRANDELLO 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
‘As Before, Better Than Before’ 
will be produced by Joseph Paster- 
nak at Universal. 
F. Hugh Herbert is scripting the 
Luigi Pirandello play. 





John Lee Mahin is | 


IDEA NOW UNDER 
SEMIOUS THD 











Would Necessitate Compro- 
mise on Book and Score— 


Arias — Liberal 


erettas 


MAYBE IN’ A YEAR 


While several major picture pro- 
ducing companies still are attempt- 
ing to decide whether grand opera 
is ripe for the screen, few talent ex- 
ecutives believe that entirely purist 
operatic versions will be ready for 
the market for a year or more. And 
none will definitely commit them- 
selves as to the exact time such a 
production is to be started. 

Although many of the majors have 
operatic divas on their payrolls, not 
one has been daring enough to pre- 
sent them in out-and-out grand op- 
eras. There are four outstanding ob- 
stacles to pushing forward with old- 
time opera. 

First is the necessity of selling the 
merits of such pictures to the masses. 
Second is the need of simplifying 
the stories and eliminating some of 
the more sombre moods for which 
many operas are noted. Third point 
covers the full rights to book and 
music so that no litigation will turn 
up subsequently. Fourth factor is 
the need of getting voice talent that 
will photograph suitably for screen 
features. 

Some production executives feel 
that the need of getting around the 
present unfamiliarity of the general 
mass of potential patrons is the 
greatest thing to be overcome. How- 
ever, a few feel that the film thea- 
tre audiences have been fairly well 
educated in recent years to appre- 
ciate out-of-the-ordinary or better 
things in plays and screen fare. 

This is in line with the recently 
expressed opinion of a talent official 
to the effect that grand opera is not 
palatable as mass entertainment in 
its present for:n. He arrived at this 
conclusion after looking» over: pos- 





that might catch ‘on: at the: box 
office. He glimpsed and heard them 
under the most favorable: circum- 
stances at the Metropolitanan Nv ¥. 

Feeling now is that the industry 
will be able to handle grand opera 
versions by simplifying them so that 

(Continued on page 71) 


HARRIMAN BANK’S 376 | 











tered Thursday 
Court, N. Y., 


(28) in Federal 
in favor of Frederick 


National Bank & Trust Co., 
A. C. Blumenthal. The claims 
Blumey had endorsed in 1933. 

One of the notes calling for a loan 


dorsed by Blumenthal Jan. 19, 1933 
in favor of the Mercantile Arcade 
Realty Corp. The second, for $3,560, 
was on a note for $1,301 loaned to the 
Lucinda Shops, Inc. The judgment 
included interest on the loans. Lu- 
cinda Shops, Inc. was a former ven- 
ture (modiste) in which Peggy Fears 
Biumenthal was interested. 





Winninger Loanout 


Hollywood, Feb. 2 
| Universal has loaned Charles Win- 
ninger to Samuel Goldwyn for spot 
in “The Woman’s Touch.’ 
Miriam Hopkins, Joel McCrea and 
David Niven are also in cast. 








Farrow Directs ‘Bandit’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
John Farrow will direct Boris 
Karloff in ‘China Bandit’ for War- 
ners. Crane Wilbur is scripting. 
Production is slated for Feb. 8. 





IoHT 


Just One or Two Major | 
Film| 
Adaptation as With Op-| 


sibilities of all welkknown operas: 


AWARD VS. BLUMEY 


| A judgment for $36,967 was en-| 


V. Goess, receiver of the Harriman | 
against | 
in- | 
volve two notes for loans which | 


from the bank for $25,000 was en- | 


ND OPERAS NEX 








| 





ZaSu Tells 


"Em 


Paris, Jan. 24. 
ZaSu Pitts was none too 
pleased with her Paris visit. 


Despite her visit here being 
her first, and despite the in- 
viting shops every non-native 
visitor flocks to inspect, she let 
the Paris press know in so 
many words that all this did 
‘not interest her so much as her 
family back home in Holly- 
wood, 


UA WOULD LIKE 
LAUGHTON FOR 
HURRICANE 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

United Artists is angling for 
Charles Laughton for the lead in 
the next Goldwynner, ‘Hurricane,’ 
which John Ford will direct for 
them. Difficulty is to squeeze Brit- 
ish star’s commitments between the 
‘musts’ surrounding ‘Hurricane.’ 
Picture has a four-months shooting 
schedule in the South Seas as part 
of its setup. Maritime strike still 
unsettled means uncertainty from 
that end. Weather too has to be con- 
sidered. 

Goldwyn wants it to be a better 
‘Mutiny On the Bounty’ and has his 
heart set on Laughton for that rea- 
son. Shooting script by Dudley 
Nichols was turned in Saturday (30). 
Nichols is not expected to go to 
Samoa with the unit. 


“BIGE’ OF VARIETY TO 
WRITE FOR GOLDWYN 


Joe.. Bigelow (Bige), long on the 
home-effice editorial staff Of Variety, 























+ contract for’ Sam Goldwyn. Bige- 
low’s; first chore will be to script 
comedy matérial with Bert Kdlmar 
and Harry Ruby on the ‘Goldwyh 
Follies,’ for which George and Ira 
Gershwin did the score. Gummo 
Marx set Bigelow with the studio. 

oe is of the young ‘old boys’ on 

is paper, growing up into a news- 
| man from an office boy. On Variety, 
| besides his regular news and edi- 
torial duties, Bigelow distinguished 
himself by a light writing flair 
which previously got him attention. 
| both from films and radio. This is 
the first worthwhile contract he has 
accepted, however, being offered a 
deal he couldn't refuse. 
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TITLE SWITCH 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Gagged version of ‘Wake Up and 
Live,’ 20th Century-Fox s starrer for 
Walter Winchell, with everybody 
sagging under grippe epidemic, is 
‘Lay Down and Die.’ 





leaves for the ’Coast ‘on'’a’ writing’ 


Annual Federal Gabfest on Alien 
Talent Comes Up Again on Feb. 17 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Annual gabfest about alien talent 
will be staged by the House Immi- 
gration Committee Feb. 17, when 
hearings occur on usual proposals 
to deny admittance to foreign film 
and stage actors and musicians. 

Oratory was assured last week 
when Representative Charles Kra- 
mer of Los Angeles put a stop to 
planned rush act which would have 
put the legislation on the House 
calendar without delay. Protesting 
that film producers have arguments 
to present and amendments to sug- 
gest, Kramer induced the committtee 
to grant time to repeat arguments 
against an air-tight prohibition. 
Kramer is sponsor of alternative 
measure which embodies the recip- 
rocal idea, fixing the number of 
foreign performers admitted here by 
the number of American entertain- 
ers allowed in other nations. 

The hearing will be confined, if 
possible, to a single day, since the 
alien actor subject has been thor- 
oughly threshed out for several ses- 
sions. Last year, for instance, hear- 
ings dragged on for three days, with 
same individuals presenting the 
same views as before. In the event 
all gab cannot be accommodated on 


the 17th, the committee will put the 
matter over until the following 
Wednesday. 





BEATRICE LILLIE’S 3 
PIX FOR MANNY COHEN 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

With Beatrice Lillie tagged to a 
three-picture contract by Emanuel 
Cohen of Major Pictures, first pro- 
duction tentatively selected is ‘Eng- 
lish Derby,’ a musical. Trio of pix 
are to be made within the next year. 

Actress, currently in ‘The Show Is 
On,’ in New York, will arrive here 
in July. Deal with Cohen prevents 
the comedienne from making any 
stage appearances during her pic- 
ture commitment, but she may re- 


turn to England for visits between 
productions. 
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After 10 Years in Show Business, 
Aylesworth Joins Scripps-Howard 





M. H. Aylesworth steps out of the 
amusement business in which he has 
been prominent for more than 
decade into another field, as a mem- 
ber of the general management of 








Ceuple of Strippers 





oe is preparing for Metro’s ‘They 


'are male tops. 


PIX ACCESSORY 


er BIZ SCOUTS BURLESK D>ke will direct. 


| orig was seripted by Cyril Hume, 
a Peskiuntes Rcaheted: Screen Testing Richard Maibaum and Maurice Rapf. 


Gladys George Polishes 
MG ‘Cun’; Van Dyke Megs 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Gladys George, back from New 


which W. S. Van 
William Cowan's 


e Him a Gun,’ 


Franchot Tone and Spencer Tracy 








——— 
— 





U. S. Figures Overestimated? 


Glowing reports of gigantic pick-up in motien picture attendance, 
emanating from Washington, are tabbed by trade association 
experts as being at least slightly embellished with the prosperity 
motif that has glossed su many recent New Deal publicity releases. 
Recap made by trade organization statisticians this week indicated 
that previous estimates of 120,000,000 weekly attendance in film the- 
atres for 1929 were considerably overboard in view of the actual 
revenue subsequently reported by houses and film distributing eom- 
panies. Conservative trade leaders believe that this figure may have 
thrown off some of nation’s capital estimaters since film trade associa- 
tion men say that Washington estimates were off several million dol- 








lars on a weekly basis. 

Trade organizations employ two means of ascertaining attendance 
estimates, taking a mean figure between the two estimates. One is 
based on the theory that the average major picture company takes in 
twice.as much on a feature as it requires to produce, the average 
percentage paid on the film and the average admish priee. Other is 





the Scripps-Howard Newspapers, Chicago, Feb. 2. 
(UP). | Despite the fact that Milt Schus- 
Aylesworth resigns from the | ter added Amy Wong, Chinese 
chairmanship of Radio-Keith-Or- | stripper, and four girls to the Billy 
pheum and will cease association! Watson Beef Trust for its current 
with this firm before March 1. He)! Chi engagement, he's plenty wor- 
severs also all associations with the! ried. Seems that the picture com- 
Radio Corp. of America. panies are about to raid the bur- | 
Long an intimate of Roy W. How- | Jesque business. 
ard, Aylesworth becomes associated | Paramount has offered picture 


with Rebert P. Seripps, William W.| tests to both June St. Claire and to 
Hawkins, George B. Parker, William Dorothy Dee. Tests will come after 
G. Chandler, John H. Sorrells and | June St. Claire finishes her March 
Paul Patterson. engagement at Colisimos, and Dor- 
Aylesworth came to the show busi- | ethy 
ness from the electrical and utility 
ends. He organized and was the first 
president of the National st tor | 
| 


weeks at the N. Y. Gayety. 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
casting Co., holding that post for Gypsy Rese Lee’s contract with | 
1@ years. For several years he held/ 20th-Fox is for one picture with 
simultaneously the presidencies of | options. Pact signed in Hollywood 
NBC and RKO, serving RKO with- | Jan, 30 through her attorney, J. 
out compensation. Robert Broder, provides for her to 
He resigned from the presidency | arrive here June 8 for fi¥e-week 
of NBC in January, 1936 and became | production period. 
vice-chairman of the company so Broder carried the contract back 
that he could devote his time to to Chicago, where Miss Lee is ap- 





RKO, then undergoing reorganiza- | | pearing and then will return to 
tion. |New York. 

Aylesworth came to RKO, when | 
that firm’s financial position was | 


growing more precarious right along. 

Both NBC and RKO at that time 
were dominated by RCA. Aylesworth 
has stayed with RKO long enough to 
see that firm regain its financial 
strength under his administration. It 
was not until he resigned the presi- 
dency of NBC that Aylesworth re- 
ceived a salary from RKO. This was 


20TH EXPERIMENTING 
WITH COLOR PROCESS 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Comprehensive experimental pro- 
gram, testing latest innovations in 
around a year ago. eo, is reported being started here | 

For several years he administered | PY 20th-Fox. Probably won't install 
the affairs of RKO, without pay. |} any color system until convinced of 

Aylesworth was instrumental and | its merits and then maybe only for | 
possibly the chief factor in the ne- | shorts. 
gotiations whereby Atlas Corp. | Among tinter systems that will be 
(Floyd Odhim) and Lehman Bros. | 2iven the once-over is Dufay, which | 
purchased control of RKO from RCA, | heretofore has confined its activities 
for an aggregate sum of $11,000,000. | largely to still photo work and with 
Atlas and Lehman Bros. purchased | | 16 millimeter negative. 








ome’ vg act 5 opge 4 ~ RKO, 
orthwit olding the alance on | 
option. ANNA MAY WONG. NOT 


Prior to joining NBC, As newrertts | 
achieved a record as chairman of 
the Public Service Commission of 
Colorado. It was through Owen D. 
Young, primarily that Aylesworth 
came into NBC. His success at NBC 
led the RCA people to turn over 
the administration of RKO to Ayles- | 
worth. 

It was chiefiy through Ayles- 
worth that the RCA film equipment 
end, known as Photophone, received 
its impetus and a new lease of life 
in the trade. Aylesworth was the 
chief factor that opened up the major 
company recording business and a 


TAKING H’WOOD VEIL 


Hollywood. Feb. 2. 
Anna May Wong will turn femm 
detective in a series of crime rer 
Fulton Oursler, editor of Liberty | 
mag, will do for the Halperin Bros. | 
Deal involves six pictures annually 
for seven years. 


on Miss Wong's retirement in China, | 
althqngh boern.in. the.V. S, 








good part of the reproducing busi- piateiedt " 
ness, additional to RKO, for RCA TUNEFUL GODFATHER 
Photophone. 

Aylesworth resigned the  presi- | 


dency of RKO and became chairman 
of that company board shortly after 
the Atlas-Lehman group gained con- 


As Wedding Gift 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


trol of the film and theatre company. | Paramount’s purchase of ‘And 
a Haine ae tag aa "tt Se | Then Came Spring’ for $25,000 re- 
a ees Senceee oe yi€S- | veals that Rudolph Friml godfath- 


it phic 2 Folger ile ered a newly married couple. Mar- 
ge ream dbl ain plan for RKO | 22ret Aryan, protege of Friml, au- 
now endin before Federal Jud ge | Mored the piece and, as a wedding 

P & 5 present, the veteran composer pre- 


William Bondy, in N. Y. 


Dee after her additional 10 | 


Friml manaies Par Filmusical Score 


| 


'even to having their salesmen work 


TO START ‘MARCO POLO’ 


re has the title role. 


This tends to nullify publicity stuff | duction 


SALES OFF 0%, 





Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Drop in sales of accessories has the 
picture industry sitting up and tak- 
ing notice, particularly ef the trends 
toward. buying more newspaper 
spaee, and in co-operative buying on 
the part of the exhibitors. National 





sales for the eight major picture 
companies dropped off about 60% | 
last year; sales formerly being 


around $125,000 a month and falling 
to an average ef $67,000 a month last | 
year. Chieago branches show the} 
least less beeause exhibitors here | 
were already small buyers, using 
more newspaper space and other 
methods of exploitation than the 
average, and hence going in only 
lightly for accessories. 

Exchanges are taking every possi- 
ble means to bring up the 


| 
sales, | 


on accessories especially, and to fight | 


cooperative buying by every possible 
means. } 


FAIRBANKS ON COAST 





| 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Douglas Fairbanks and Robert E. 
Sherwood, accompanied by their 
wives, arrived in Hollywood last Fri- 
day (29) to prepare for the pro- 
duction of ‘The Adventures of Marco 
Polo’ which Fairbanks will co-pro- 
duce with Samuel Goldwyn. Gary 


Sherwood will 
original yarn. 


PAR’S FILMUSICAL 
AUDITIONS IN N.Y. 


Adolph Zukor, Harlan Thompson, 
| Boris Morros and other studio pro- | 
exees +) group-auditioned 
likely ‘film talent. while here last | 
week. 

Talent was hewustt 
veniently as. possible for Zukor and 
others to look at prior to their de- 
parture west over the week-end. 


script Fairbank’s 








|} all studios 





to get the full gross figures for a particular picture, 








Despite Optimistic 
Figures, Average 


CONTROLLED INTERVIEWS 


Kansas City Radio. No Like Holly- 
wood Editing of Celebs Taik 








Kansas City, Feb. 2. 


Local radio stations are squawk- | 
| ing because 
| particular, 
| interviews 


film studios, MGM in 
demand 
with their 
number of 


personalities. 


A goodly these 


| through Kansas City and stations are 
in a mad scramble to mike | 


usually 
‘em. 
Stations argue that studio super- 


vision kills most of news and human | 
latest pic. Turns | 


value of players 
interview into a preview. 
tions want to know 
Sophie intend to get that divorce, 
and if so, who’s next? 


FLU ON WANE, STUDIO 
SKEDS NEAR NORMAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Picture production picked up in 
last week and normal 


What sta- 





schedules were again in order after 
heavy inroads made by the flu ny 


Medical authorities believed 
that the scourge was on the wane 
and studios reported a_ general 
diminution in the number of layoffs. 

On a few sets it was necessary to 
shoot around players but generally 
| production is back on a fairly even 
keel. 


CONNIE BENNETT WILL 


demic. 








Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Hal Roach tagged Constance Ben- | 
which will | 
be produced and directed by Norman | 


nett for lead in “Topper, 





METRO SIGNS RUBY MERCER 
Ruby Mercer, songstress, last in 
‘Forbidden Melody’ in N. Y., has 
been .signatured by Metro after ex- 
haustive tests conducted by Al Alt- 
man for company’s Eastern talent 
division. 
Mercer girl first attracted atten- 
tion by her operatic work with St. 
Louis Municipal Opera Company, 


McLeod. Deal is for one picture with | 


‘options. Roland Young also has been 
c: '. with production start slated for | 
March 1. 


Jeanie Macpherson and Jack Jevne 
screenplayed the Thorne Smith 
novel. 





FRISCO’S SHIP CAFE 


‘supervision’ of | 


pass | 


is does Sophie- | 


36 Amusement 
Admish Up Only 3c 


Although a new all-time 
attendanee at picture 


high for 
theatres was 
| reached in 1936, according to tabula- 
| tions of leading trade associations, 
| the average admission price in the 
past year only rose 3c. above the all- 
depression low of 20c. per ticket. 
Average attendance in film houses 
in the past 52 weeks was*80.000.000 
| people per week. Based on this ratio, 
the Hays office estimates that nearly 
| 4,160,000,000 persons attended U. S. 
picture theatres during the past 
|} year. This is 10% above attendance 
in 1935 or close to 3,700,000,000. Pre- 
vious peak was approximately 3.900,- 
000,000, figure establishefl ih 1929. 
| Oddly enough, the increase in at- 
tendance in the final quarter was not 
|;mearly as great as anticipated in 
}some quarters, in the opinion of 
Haysian theatre experts. While some 
financial statisticians placed the in- 
crease in attendance for the final 
quarter of 1936 over the last three 
months in 1935 at 10%, the actual 
'check by trade authorities reveals 
| that the hike was only 5%. This is 
not so difficult to comprehend when 
it is realized that business in the 
| picture houses was definitely on the 
upbeat in the closing months of 1935. 
Of about 19,000 film theatres in the 
United States at the end of last year, 
| about 16,000 actually were in opera- 
tion. The Hays figures show that 
only 12,000 houses were operating at 
the worst period of the depression, 
although there were nearly 20,000 
theatres. This narrowing in the 
number of operating theatres as com- 
pared with the actual number in 
existence was regarded as a favor- 
able sign, being indicative of a hike 
in public spending ability. Actually 
‘only 3,000 houses were dark at the 








‘eee BE ‘TOPPER’ FOR ROACH | close of 1936 as against 8,000 at the 


low ebb of business in the last 
| years. 
| 27e. 


seven 


Average at '29 Peak 

Figures compiled by trade organ- 
izations reveal that the actual admis- 
sion price decline was from 27c. at 
the peak level in 1929 to an average 
of 20c. During the past year, this 
price structure lifted to 22c.. and 
| finally rounded out 1936 with the 
average fee estimated at 23c. 

This was viewed as a healthy in- 
| crease considering the obstacles en- 
| countered in efforts to boost prices. 
| Primary one is still regarded as the 
federal tax on admissions above 46¢ 





Aylesworth’s action would seem 
to indicate that RKO is set for re- 
organization under a feasible plan, 


therefore. Leo Spitz is now presi- | 


sented her with the score he wrote. 
Boris Morros heard 


vear wed Robert 


it and recom- | 
Authoress last | 
Sherwood, Coast | 


radio announcer. Yarn is about the 
perfume industry in Austria 
| 80es as Bing Crosby starrer. 


dent of RKO, but who Aylesworth’s 
successor as chairman of RKO will 
be is not indicated. Post may not be 
filled. 


CANTOR’S ‘BABA’ INITIAL 
AT 20TH; FOWLER YA 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town’ will be | 
title of Eddie Cantor’s first picture 
at.20th-Fox. Story, an orig by Gene 
Fowler, formerly was tagged ‘His 
Arabian Nights.’ 
Yarn was moved up ahead of Can- | 
tor’s scheduled ‘Saratoga Chips.’ 


| mended a quick buy. 
| 








Sedgwick’s Joe E. Brown 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
‘Flirting With Fate,’ next Joe E. 
| Brown starrer David L. Loew will 
make for RKO release, will be di- 
| rected by Edward Sedgwick. 


| 








New Orleans, Feb. 2. 

For the past few days cancella- 
tions of hotel reservations for Mardi 
Gras have been coming in heavily 
from persons in the flooded areas. 
Hotel operators said this is due to 
the fact that they will not be able 
to get here because of the floods in 
their own territory and not because 
they fear a flood here. 





U SEALS WM. GARGAN 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
William Gargan’s contract with 


Waiter Wanger has been sold to Hotei men say, however, that 
Universal. He will go into that| there are five requests for every 
studio’s ‘Wings Over Honolulu.’ cancellation and that the Madri 


Gargan had been at the studio for|Gras crowd this year will be the 
leads in two recent .ilms, ‘Flying | biggest in the history of the Carni- 
Hostess’ and “Breezing Home.’ val. 





He was borrowed from Hal Roach. | 


FLOODS AND THE MARDI GRAS. 


and | 


| studio 





and was screen-tested only after sev- 
| eral months of careful grooming. 





DIAMOND DUSTS HOME 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Following two-month stay 
mulling over Paramount’s 
short subjects, Lou Diamond pulled 
out for New York. 

Herbert Moulton, in charge of the 
productions, last week 
Three Rio Bros., currently at the 
L. A. Biltmore Bowl, for a _ one- 
reeler, ‘Hollywood Star Reporter.’ 


+ 


C. K. YOUNG’S SHORT 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 





Columbia has spotted Clara Kim- | 
ball Young, ex-silent screen star, in | 


an untitled short. 
Charles Lamont directs. 





Lonsdale’s Desert Siesta 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Following a rest at Palm Springs, 


| Frederick Lonsdale will hie himself 


to New York for an additional vaca- 
tion. 

He'll return here to write the 
scréen play for ‘Kiss in the Sun.’ 
Gary Cooper starrer for Samuel 
Goldwyn. 


which automatically installs a line of 
demarkation, keeping the scale down 


| After Par Gets Through With ‘Souls 


at the | 


signed the) 





‘Star of Finland’ one of the last 
of the old sailing ships on the Pacific 


Coast, was towed into port here last | 


week after having been used by 
| Paramount in the filming of ‘Souls 
iat Sea,” the new Gary Cooper- | 


|ated out of this port by the Alaska | 
| Packers’ Association, the ship was 
lent to Paramount on the proviso | 
that she be returned here intact. 


Plans are on foot to turn the ship | 


into a cafe and to have it anchored 
off the 430-acre manmade island be- 


International Exposition. 





McCARTHY’S WB SHORTS 


Clem McCarthy has been signed to 
make a series of sports shorts for 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone at Brooklyn 
studios. New sort of commentation 


technique will be used with nearly 
all fields of athletics covered. 

McCarthy will not start on these 
pictures until he returns from the 
Coast, where he is broadcasting the 
two ace races at Santa Anita for 
National Broadcasting Co. 





George Raft picture. Formerly oper- | 


ing built for the 1939 Golden Gate | 


At Sea’ Shooting all along the line. However, trade 
Sautadialias association chieftains acknowledge 
San Francisco, Feb. 2 that double features and unre- 


strained competition also have fig- 
ured largely in holding back a larger 
admittance boost. And one trade or- 
/ganization spokesman this week 
stated that it was doubtful if the old 
27c. average per ticket ever again 
would be reached in this country. 


‘HENIE ON ‘THIN ICE’ 
IN HER NEXT AT 20-FOX 


Sonja Henie’s second picture at 
| 20th-Fox will be ‘Thin Ice.’ which 
| Melville Baker is scripting. Laurence 
; Schwab will produce. 

Production start is slated tor 
March with Miss Henie expected 
back from her skating tour by that 
time. 





LeRoy’s Merman 


Mervyn LeRoy has signaiured 
Ethel Merman to a pact calling fo! 
her appearance in one picture a year 
in productions he will make fol 
Warner Bros. 
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last Saturday (30). 





should any further developments be made. 
would necessitate the scrapping of all transmitters, which cost a quar- 
ter of a million dollars apiece to build, he declared. 


i Lohr, who spent two days here 


ft Northwest for an inspection of NBC facilities. to be followed by a 
visit to the’ web’s Hollywood studios, declared that no city of less 
than 100,000 population will have television transmitters, due to their 


high cost. 
While 95% of the country, 


radius of 30 miles. 


Orders In 
placed 
ment, Lohr stated, which they will purchase the moment it is ready 
A year is required to build a transmitter. 

Lohr discussed the problems of program production for television 
broadcasting at considerable length, and also various technical diffi- 


Many sections already have 


’ for the market. 


culties which must be mastered. 


stations of the Coast Blue web. 


several hours late. 


ing Lohr on his Coast trip. 





} By putting television on the market now, RCA would freeze the art, 
Lenox R. Lohr, NBC prexy, told local newspapermen in an interview 
Although admitting that television in its present 
state of development has high entertainment value, Lohr pointed out 
| the fact that receiving sets sold today would be worthless tomorrow 
] 


geographically, will continue to depend 
on radio, he said, television transmitters will be spotted in the heavily 
populated sections so that about 50% of the people will be able to use 
visio receivers, which can pick up television signals only within a 


Also told newsmen that a power increase to 50,000 watts will be 
sought for KGO, NBC-Blue Network outlet in San Francisco and key 
Was to have delivered 
on ‘Television’ at the luncheon meeting of the Commonwealth Club 
of California here Friday but did not arrive in time, his train being 
Don E. Gilman, 
Western Division, substituted on short notice. 


San Francisco, Feb. 2. 


In addition, any change 


prior to departing for the Pacific 


orders for television equip- 


an address 


NBC vice-prexy in charge of the 
Gilman is accompany- 








IA Forced to 50-50 Finance Korda’s 


London Films: Drops Sam Smith Bid 





a 
—_— > 


London, Feb. 2. 

Sam Smith’s deal with Alexander 
Korda to make cheap ‘bread and 
butter pictures’ in partnership, all | 
set and ready to go, has suddenly | 
gone cold. Understanding is that | 
United Artists blew down the house 
of cards. 

UA angle, it is understood, is that 
if Korda gets mixed up in produc- 
tion of minor pictures, whether as | 
fillers or otherwise, it might endan- 


ger his world release prestige. UA | 
distributes the Korda films. 
Start of the deal, however, put 


Korda in the rather pleasant position 
of forcing UA to kick in with the 
understanding that the American 
company will make some definite 
cash investments in future Korda 
films. That was Korda’s price for 
dropping his deal with Smith. 


As lined up now, the understand- 
ing is that UA, for the first time, 
will finance Korda’s films on a 50-50 
basis, with no picture to cost less 
than $300,000. Previously Korda had 
to dig up his bankrolls himself, with 
UA merely distributing and not in- 
volved in losses. 


With United Artists now definitely 
having a financial interest in Korda 
pictures on the production end, plus 
the old world-release interest on the | 
distribution end, Korda’s future film 
activities seem to be assured, with 
no more financial headaches. 

Smith is not especially perturbed 
about the deal flopping. He has gone 
along for a long time making moder- 
ate priced films and can continue 
to do so at his Beaconsfield studios | 


without trouble. Smith’s outfit is 
Lion Films. 





Wurtzel Has Nine to 
Go, Then Vacash Abroad 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Nine pictures remain on Sci M. 
Wurtzel’s production schedule of 29 
Which he is making on the 20th-Fox 
1936-37 program. Since June 1. 
Wurtzel has completed 20, three are 
in production, and three more are 
Slated to- go in work during this 
month. Last trio will hit cameras in 


March. 

dy. » 

Produce! plans to go to Eurupe at 
that time. returning here June 1 to 
Start on his new production sked 

Wurtzel was handed a new tert 
contract at 20th-Fox last week, He 
has been associated with the Fox 
concern for 23 years ty 


New Indie Outfit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 2. 
Atlas Pictures, Inc., has _ been 
formed with Andre Carbe as prexy, 
S. M. Kerner, vice-prez, and Martin 
Adams, secretary-treasurer. 
Carbe, formerly a producer with 
the Fox-British concern in London, 
will make 12 shorts. : 


HUTCHINSON BACK 
AFTER WORLD TOUR 


Walter Hutchinson, head of the 
20th-Fox foreign department, is back 
in New York after a trip around the 
world, his first for that company. 

After a lengthy stop-off in Austra- 
lia, where he made a thorough sur- 
vey of conditions, Hutchinson went 
on to the continent and England. 
Francis Harle, 20th’s British man- 
ager, returned with him from Lon- 
doen and will look over New York for 
a couple of weeks. 
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Lohr Limits Visio to Big Towns 
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10 YEARS BEFORE Smash December, 1936, Amus. 
Grosses, Sent Sew Biz's U. S. 


Taxes Nearly $2,500,000 Over °35 


MME RGIALLY 


Television in America Now 
Seen as a Reality in 1939 
—But Strictly a 
Proposition — And, Like 
Radio in Its Infancy, a 
Costly Domestic Hobby— 
Huge Cost of Co-axial 
Cables Curbs Its Big-Scale 


Commercial Advance 


3 SYSTEMS 


Television will be a reality in the | 


U. S. on a modified or localized scale 


by the end of 1938 or early in 1939 
at the latest. 


contact men between the 
interests and radio companies who 
have recently surveyed the situation. 

It will be strictly a home proposi- 
tion, much the same as radio, even 
then. Ags such, television will be an 
expensive domestic hobby, again 
falling into the same category as 
radio in its infancy. 


While, undoubtedly, promoters 
may attempt to beat the gun by 
trying to crash the market with 
makeshift televistic equipment or 


plans, and such trials are expected 
to be expensive propositions both for 


the promoters as well as any in- 
vestigators who are inveigled into 
putting coin in such attempts. That 


is the way research men view the 


| situation. 


The reason 
this manner 
serious a 


they summarize it in 
is that television is too 
problem and far too ex- 


| pensive to be juggled around like a 


quickie film production. They real- 
ize that such attempts to beat others 
into the field will catch some over- 
anxious experimenters going out 
without transmission stations ready 
or receiving sets, fitted for adequate 
reception, prepared for service. Such 
wildcatters stand to lose their shirts, 
but, of course, there’s always the 
danger that the innocent ‘stockhold- 
ers’ also will be enveloped. 

While television may be used lo- 
cally much in the same manner as 
radio originally only was broadé¢ast 
on a limited scale from the principal 
key cities, it will be some years 
hence before transmitting over dis- 
tance greater than 40 to 50 miles 
will be possible. That’s a question 

(Continued on page 67) 





Believe London Will Choose Marconi 
Drop Baird, Have One Kind Television 





Zanuck Extends Earl 
Carroll at 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


+ 
. 2 


Earl Carroll's contract with 20th 
Century-Fox has been extended for | 
another year. Erstwhile legiter 
functions as an associate producer, 
director, supervisor and production 
assistant. New pact becomes effec- 


tive Ansa 3 
Produ@™® will do a solo on ‘Sally, 


| Irene and Mary’ and two other mu- 


sicals under his new ticket. 


JR. LAEMMLE STILL 
TALKING THAT PLAY 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Carl Ls le er. make hi bov 
is a Broa i produce 1 the 
I rope O¢ pla Vinh J) icers. 
Will p t to cellul iif the N. Y 
run ( i 

Lae oplioned the piece b 
Geo F er on | ecent Eur 
pean trip 


. London, Jan. 26. 


Insiders in radio and television cir- | 


cles are freely suggesting the Baird 
television system will be jettisoned 
by the British Broadcasting Corp.. 
which will then concentrate on the 
Marconi-E.M.I. set as its standard 
transmission channel. 

Governmental Ad\ Commit- 
tee has held meetings to consider the 
choice, but their decision is expected 
to be delayed till the 


isory 


after 


corona- 
tion, when it is likely the West- 
minster Abbey ceremony will be re- 
layed as well as the procession. 
Final decision rests on actual per- 
formance of the two ten which 
have been work , alternately ide 
) ide ince the BBC tation 
opened at Alexand) Palace, and 
technicians declare the choice ¢ 
admit of no doub 
Concentration on one 
prcvide the B.B.C with eate 
spat and all i ! i tele 
Vising time. also’ pé } P I 
ng and s hifi fh of 1 
sets. : : 


Home 


That is the opinion of | 
conservative laboratory experts and | 

es 
television | 





Zukor Glad It’s Over 


Having been dined, praised 
and broadcasted in Hollywood 
and Washington, D. C., Adolph 
Zukor told his associates at 
Paramount he was glad his 25th 
anniversary celebration was 
drawing to a close. 

‘I am anxious to get back to 
work,’ he said. 


| 
| 


the studio to- 


day. 5 











| 
| He arrives at 
| 


ZUKOR T0 GET 
PARTICIPATING 
CONTRACT 








| The proposed participating con- 


| tract for Adolph Zukor authorized 
| by the board at its meeting Thurs- 
day (28), which was attended by 
Zukor, would be for two years and 


torate a cut of the net profits from 
production and distribution of film. 
It would not include any profits from 
theatre operations or other enter- 
prises which are included in the 
profit and loss statements. 


Thus, Zukor’s participation would 
come from profits on rentals rather 
than from the net of Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., which takes in theatres 
and other interests, as well. Since 
Zukor’s duties are confined to pro- 
duction, any cut on profits would 
serve as additional compensation di- 


rentals on Par product from Par’s 
own theatres. 


contract for Zukor would be retro- 
active to Jan, 1 this year when the 
new books were opened. Zukor’s 
salary is reported to be $100,000 an- 
nually,, but no. mention . made 
amount of bonus ‘on net film rental 
he will get under the proposed new 
deal for him, voted by directors 
largely because of the faith held in 
Zukor as studio boss and as a result 
of the great improvement in produce 
since he’s held the reins. 

The board will submit the propo- 
sals on the new contract to the stock- 
holders of Par Pictures, Inc., at an 
early date for their approval. 


PRISKIN SETS 9 RKO’S 
FOR FEB. CAMERAS 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

S. J. Briskin, RKO production 
chief, has listed nine pix for Febru- 
ary shooting. Films and associate 
producers nandling them are: 

‘Satisfaction Guaranteed,’ William 
Sistrom; ‘Easy Going,’ Lee Marcus; 
‘Going. Going, Gone,’ Maury Cohen 
‘New Faces of 1938, Edward A 
Small; ‘Women are Poison,’ Sistrom: 











‘Mrs. America,’ Al Lewis: ‘Gunga 
Din, Small: “Take It Easy.’ Lewis, 
and ‘You Can’t Beat Love.’ Robert 
F. Sisk. 


Briskin has 37 writers working at 


RKO. Scriveners are clearing deck 
for the next season’s slate worked 
out in exec confabs last week. 
Al Lewin Back 
Le former Metro produce 
t day (Wednesday) from 
tt acation abroad. 
ti check in at” t? Pa 1 
id under his ne cont 
Tarth f° 





Understanding is that the two-year | 


; | seen in the year recapitulation. 
grant to the chairman of the direc- | 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Whopping December receipt= car- 
ried Government’s take from admis- 
sion tax for 1936 far above previous 
levels and produced a rise of nearly 
$2.500,000 over the prior year. 

Supplying evicence of an unprece- 
dented late fall comeback atter a 
couple of minor slumps, Internal 
Revenue Bureau Saturday (30) an- 
nounced December collections. based 
on November box office business, ag- 
gregated $2,194,584. This is the largest 
single-month take befo 
depression started and nearly $550,- 
000 better than any month since the 
besinning of 1934. 
* With the Treasury’s split 
such high levels in the fl 
1956 receipts zoomed t 
418.457,475. This is $2,417,755 bet 
than 1935, a jump of approximately 
12% Also $2,444,158 over 1934. 

The December heul by the Treas- 
ury is far better than for the same 
month in several years. Closing 
frame of 1936 dumped $439,525 more 
into Government coffers than in 
1935 and $528,524 better than last 
month of 1934. 

Likelihood that the Government's 
share On a fiscal year basis will ex- 
eced even revised estimates 


4 
the 


since 


was 
For 
the second six months of 1936—first 


| half of Federal period 1937—the haul 


| 


| Was 


$10,220,173, which is almost 
$2,000,000 more than for the first 
half-year. If the trend keey<« up, 
Treasury will rake in around $20,- 


| 500,000 for 1936-37, against estimates 


rectly traceable to the pictures he | 
turns out on which rentals for profit | 
are realized, but including however | 


of $19,700,000. 





START SELLING 


MONTH EARLIER 


Film sales conventions are prac- 
tically all to be held on the Coast 





| this year, and most of them are 


| 


scheduled a month earlier than usual. 
Thought behind the latter seems to 


| be to get the selling started in June 


of } 


| 


or July, rather than in August or 
September. 


Probable dates are Universal, May 
17; 20th-Fox, May 30; and RKO, 
| May 23. 





PHIL SELZNICK’S PIX 
DREAM COLD, HE ADMITS 





Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

Phil Selznick, nitery owner who 
motored to Coast with a pocket full 
of scripts to sell and a dream of 
forming a_ production company of 
his own, is driving back wiser and 
willing to stick to the night club 
business here. 

A brother of the late Lewis J. 
Selznick and uncle of David O. and 
Myron, he planned to organize the 
Phil Selznick Pictures Co. Backers 
were two nephews, Max Young of 
Canton (O.) and Sol Meltzer of 
Jersey City, who went along for the 
ride. 

Promoter, one time manager of oid 
local Selznick exchange, also honed 
to sell his optioned western 
by John Alden Seltzer to studio 
After three weeks in Hollywood, he 
decided there wasn’t anything t! 
for 


Mardel to Preduce 
Mucicals at Warners 


novels 


him. 
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PICTURES 














FEWER PERCENTAGE PIX NEW TREND, 








ALTHOUGH % TERMS TILTED HIGHER 


| 
Exchanges Tiring of Haggling Over Percentages on 756 Judgment Vs. M.&S. 


a Flock of Films—Just 6-10 Deemed Enough, 


but These to Get Fanci 


Trend is steadily growing against 
percentage pictures. At first it was | 
strictly the exhibitors -who -objected 
— and how! — against percentage 
deals; so much so that in many cases 


the exhibitors went into boycotts 
against exchanges which were par-| 
ticularly hot for percentage con-' 


tracts. In every case the exhibitor ! 
believes it’s unfair for an exchange 
to demand a share of the gross on 
the. admittedly strong pictures while 
insisting on a flat sum for the pic- 
tures which are just ‘program’ ma- 
terial. 

But now the distributors are be- 
ginning to see eye-to-eye with the 
exhibitors in the matter of sharing 
arrangements. They are worn out, 
in the first place, from the constant 
haggling with the theatres to get 
percentage deals, and some_ ex- 
changes have sought to sneak in 
ahead of their competitors by gf- 
fering houses flat terms. 

Move throughout the film business 
at present is to cut down sharply 
on the number of the percentage 
pictures, but to increase the sharing 
terms of those pictures which are 
in for a piece of the gross. Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer led the way this 
season in that regard with four pic- 
tures on sharing terms, with the 
other flickers flat. 

Other exchanges, which used to 
insist on 12 to 18 pictures out of 
40-to-60 on percentage, have signa- 
tured deals which call for 6-10 flick- 
ers on sharing basis. In most in- 
stances, the home offices were afraid 
to slice down too. sharply on the 
amount of sharing pictures. 

5-15% Split Tilt 

But in these new deals where the 
number of pictures were cut, the| 
amount of the percentage was raised 
from 5% to as high as 15% above) 
previous demands. Where the per- | 
centage figure previously was 25% | 
or 30%, the new contracts call ond 
sharing setups of 35% or 40%. Some 
pictures were sought at 50% deals, | 
but this asking price was nixed | 
practically universally. 

So general has become the decision | 
to cut down on the number of per- | 
centage flickers, that even those ex- | 
changes which have contracts call- 
ing for eight or 10 flickers on per- 
centage are not checking the entire 
list, but are putting checkers on 
houses for only the top three or four 
pictures. 

Exchanges in most instances have 
learned that it doesn’t pay to check 


e 
Chicago, Feb. 2. | Skouras Huddles N. Y. 


| Sitting in from the eastern end are | 


|!a Stockton hospital, along with Nick 


| of the lungs. 


Judgment by default was entered 
Thursday (28) in N. Y. Supreme 
court for $75,893 in favor of, Elias 
Mayer and against the Greater M&S 
Circuit, Inc. 

Mayer sued to recover on a series 
of promissory notes for loans given 
| to the defendant corporation in 1930 
totalling $54.000. Judgment includes 
interest at 6%. 





er Terms 








Execs on F-WC Policy; 
Auto Crackup Mars It 


Los Angeles, Feb. 2. NOW THEY PICK 
Spyros -Skouras and a group of bd vs 
Fox-West Coast Theatre execs 2 :' 
New York are.holding a seriés of ON NITERIES 
= at “aie | 


circuit operation conferences here | 
following similar confabs in other 
F-WC and Skouras operating centers. | 


attorney W. T. Powers, Ed Zabel, | 
Milt Hossfeldt and others. | 

A. S. Gambee, v.p. of National 
Theatres Corp., and George Balsdon. 


short subject buyer for the circuit, Minneapolis, Feb. 2 

members of the Skouras party, A movement hz been started 
figured in a five-car smashup on the | anyone Twin City exhibitors to try 
highway just outside of Stockton, | 4, jijmit the scope of night club en- 


Cal., last Thursday night and are in unfair 


be 


tertainment as 
| Legislation will curb 
the vaudeville and other shows being 
offered by the night clubs. 

| Those behind the campaign declare 
that night club entertainment should 


s ; - 4 sought to 
Turner. circuit district manager. All 


suffered serious injury, but their re- 
covery is expected. 


Stockton, Calif. Feb. 2. be limited to band and orchestra 

A. S. Gambee, v.p. of National | music and simple singing and danc- 

Theatres Corp., Nick Turner, Fox- | ing specialties as well as dancing by 

West Coast district manager, and} patrons. Many of the Minneapolis 

George Balsdon, member of the film | and St. Paul clubs are advertising 
‘buying department of the N. Y. offce,| regular vaudeville bills. 

were hurt in an automobile accident| It is pointed out that the night 


five miles east of Stockton Thursday 
(28). Seven were injured and one 
killed in the crash with a Pacific 
Greyhound bus. Turner was driving 
the third car which was struck by a 


clubs are not subject to the numer- 
ous restrictions imposed upon thea- 
tres relative to the elimination of 
fire hazards, etc., and yet have the 
advantage of being able to serve 


; machine driven by Peter Clausen,| liquor with their entertainment. 
Tracy rancher,.- who was instantly | Many feel that. the present slump 


Gambee is a member of the/| roads being made into patronage by 
Spyros Skouras’ New York contin-| night clubs as well as to weather 
gent now on the Coast. He has three | conditions. 
broken ribs and a possible puncture | 
Balsdon received head 
and internal injuries of a serious 
nature. Turner broke a collar bone. 


The attempt made by a woman to 


| 
| 
| 
killed. in theatre business is due to the in- 





Fuller’s Restraint Suit Due 
New Orleans, Feb. 2. 

The suit of George E. Fuller, 
Pensacola exhibitor, against major 
pass the bus is said to have caused | distributors here charging conspiracy 
the accident. Vision was obscured | is expected to get underway within 
by a heavy rainfall. 10 days. with exhibitor executives 

Spyros Skouras is staying with the | rather than local exchange managers 
injured F-WC execs until they are | answering interrogations of Judge 
out of danger. Borah of Federal Court. 


Conciliation Plan‘s Details Will Be 














the wéaker percentage flickers, a 


pecially in the small theatres in the 


outlying towns, with the expense | 
eating up what extra coin there is | 


in it. Exhibs have plenty of angles 
to connive on the receipt figures, and 
it’s tough enough trying to check on 
topflight flickers, without attempting 
to comptometer every percentage 
picture. 

Decrease in the number of per- 
centage flickers has also resulted in 
a bettering of relations between dis- 
trib and exhib, since the theatre 
owners have always resented the 
snoopery aroma of a b.o. checker. So 
that indications for the coming sea- 


One of the MPTOA Conv. Highlights 





Complete details of how industry 
leaders hope to place the Concila- 
tion Plan into effect this year will be 


visitors in Miami before the pix con- 
ventioners arrive. 

| Because of the increased modern- 
| ization, remodeling and rebuilding of 





given exhibitors attending the | theatres anticipated for this year, 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of |the showing and demonstration of 
| America annual convention in Miami| the newest and best in theatre 


March 16-18. By that time, backers | 
' of the system, which is part of the 
| MPTOA 10-point program, hope to 


equipment, construction materials, 
| accessories, .etc., will form an inter- 


esting part of the convention pro- 
| have preliminary reports on how it | gram. Reservations for display 
_has worked out in trial tests in one | booths probably will be accepted 


| or two communities. Such tests will be | 


starting at the end of this week. 
used to prove the workability of con- 


Zukor to Attend 


son are for more contracts calling | ciljation and so that mistakes made 
for an increased rate of percentage | can be remedied when the plan is 


on a fewer number of pictures. | installed throughout the nation. 


This — of oe —— at a 

EAS S convention is only one of severa 

AUTO TENSION E a ' sessions. The confab is being framed 
MICH. GROSSES BETTER to catch the eye of exhibitors 





| features expected to mark the Miami 
throughout the nation. While in- 


volving the loss of about one week | 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Slump in show biz grosses here 
eased somewhat this week, with re- | 
turn of around 50,000 workers to jobs 
in auto plants. Although month-old 
strike is still unsettled and although | 
another 50,000 workers are still 
affected, renewed optimism that 
difficulties will be ended soon is be- 
ing reflected at the wickets. 


from actual theatre operations, every 
| attractive feature has been stressed 
to secure record exhibitor attend- 
ance. One thing that already has 
|caught the fancy of exhibs is that 


on gathered delegates. 
Besides reduced rail rates on 18- 


While things have perked up) be 1% and 1% times the regular 
some, it’s expected to be several | rates for the round trip, MPTOA 


weeks more before grosses are back 
to anywhere near normal. More de- 
lay in settling strike, however, will 
further impair takes. 

Meanwhile, downtown _first-run 
theatres are taking a cue to build 
up attractions. Effect is a consider- 
able upswing currently at the b.o. 


convention officials have obtained 
rates of $4 to $8 per day for indi- 
vidual exhibitors at the Casa Loma, 
| Roney-Plaza and Miami 
hotels. These rates have been 
promised convention committee de- 
spite the fact that there will be more 
than 190,000 out-of-town winter 


day and 30-day tickets, which are to | 


Biltmore | 


This year’s convention will be dis- 
tinguiShed not only by the expecta- 
| tion that more important executives 


written Kuykendall that he will be 
among those present. 

The sales managers of the major 
| producer-distributors, together with 
advertising heads. theatre 
| ment executives and technical 
| perts, are expected and will prob- 
| ably make the convention the most 





the conclave is to be self-supporting | representative held to date. Kuyken- 
and that no money-raising schemes | dall’s 
| are contemplated or are to be foisted | branches for interchange of infor- 


policy is to welcome 


| mation that is valuable not only to 


the exhibitors, but also to those with | 
While not | 


whih 


whom xhib 


vy bas 


the deals. 
| known what active pari Zukor may 
| 
| 
' 





| as he had been doing for some time in order to clear docket of all ¢ 
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lside Siuf—Pictres: 


Pittsburgh's Judge M. A. Musmanno, storm center last week of the Alle. 
gheny County bench, is known in show business, having co-authore@ 
original story for Paul Muni’s coal mine flicker, ‘Black'Fury.’ Musmanno’s 
removal was not f7rom bench itself but from head of six-month presidency 
of Criminal Court, a post ladled out to each Common Pleas jurist during 
term of office. Came just three days before his tenure was up and high- 
handed methods of colleagues in taking this action has been laid to jealo 
over Musmanno’s ability to crash front pages so consistently. 

Waging bitter warfare against drunken drivers during last three months, 
he made page 1 practically every day with his unusual methods. and 
removal came last week when he was ordered not to hold court at night, 


ases 





usy 


| before his Criminal Court term expired. Fact that son of President Judge 


competition. | 


Ambrose Reid, who ordered remvuval, is an attorney who has had several 
clients get rough treatment from Musmanno recently didn’t make action 
look any too kosher either. Press without exception rushed to Musmanno’s 
defense and feeling is that his political star is now higher than ever before 

Showmanly Musmanno, in his campaign against 4lcoholic drivers has 
among other things (1) made prisoners take the pledge over a Victim’s 
grave; (2) taken prisoners to morgue to view battered remains of some 
auto casualty; (3) inspired the “Musmanno Highball,’ straight ginger ale 
and (4) led cab companies to offer an extra driver to take care of inebrie 
ated motorist’s own car for just a buck more than taxi fare. 

When ‘The Black Legion’ was previewed in Hollywood opinion was 
general that the most sensational scene in the film, which is an expose of 
the methods of the Michigan anti-social, secret society, was the trial se- 


quence towards the end of the picture which showed members of the 
society qualifying as jurors to pass on the murder charge against some 
of their own members. When the film in its final release form reached 
Broadway, for national first run, the courtroom scenes had been switched 
around considerably, and the jury box was filled with honest citizens, 
properly imbued with a sense of public duty. Warners’ home office did 


not know whether the change was to avoid some production code viola- 
tion or because Archie Mayo, the director, believed the preview version 
too strong. Those who saw original form said it had a dynamic kick. 


not appear in court to be examined before 
trial nor is it necessary for her to submit a deposition to questions asked 
by Liberty Pictures, Inc., in connection with the writer’s suit for $120,000 
damages for the use by Liberty of her name for advertising purposes 
without her consent. N. Y. Supreme Court Justice McGeehan made this 
decision Thursday (28). when he also denied Liberty’s requests that Miss 
Gates submit further bill of particulars 

The plaintiff is suing on the ground that Liberty without consent used 
her name and that of one of her novels, ‘Search for Spring,’ in exploiting 
the picture, ‘Once to Every Bachelor.’ She claims damages mainly on the 
basis that the inference that her story was related to the picture might 


Eleanor Gates, author, need 


| depreciate the motion picture rights of her novel. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


in the industry will attend than ever | 


before, but also by the fact that | 
Adolph Zukor has decided to be | 
among the big shots there. He has | 


| Tully. 


depart- | 
ex- | 


George E. Browne, president of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, who recently resigned as a member of the executive 
council of the American Federation of Labor, was elected to the council 
last summer by the other three members of the body when William 
Hutchinson of the Carpenters’ Union quit the body because the AFL did 
not back Alfred M. Landon for President. At that time Browne protested, 
claiming his time was required by his organization. His retiring from 
the council post has no effect on his relationship with the AFL or the 


IATSE, as at no time has he or the members of his organization had any~ 


leanings toward joining John L. Lewis’ Committee of Industrial Organiza- 
tion in its fight on the AFL. 


Announcement of the settlement and discontinuance of the $50,000 suit 
brought by Bruce Grant, writer, against Jack Lait, Paramount Pictures, 
Charles R. Rogers and Midtown Theatres, Inc., was filed Thursday (28) 
in N. Y. Federal Court. Details of settlement were not revealed. 

Grant alleges that in 1929 he wrote, ‘The Girl Without a Room,’ and 
that in 1931 he turned the script over to Lait to be used in serial form by 
King Features. He claimed Lait turned the story over to Paramount 
which subsequently produced the picture, ‘Girl Without a Room.’ Plaintiff 
did not claim stories were similar but based suit on title. 

Producer saw one of his prize secs coming down the hall and as his ace 
writer passed her, he observed the writer slapped her on the hip. In- 
timacy so burned him he fired the sec. She asked why and he told her 
it was because she hadn't slapped the writer’s face. She asked him in that 
case why he didn’t fire the writer. Producer said he almost did, but 
couldn’t afford to. 

Writer learned about the rift and went to the producer and had the 
thing squared. Sec was rehired a week later. They salute now when 
passing. 





Allan K. Foster, under contract to Universal for ‘Hippodrome,’ has 
devised a new ensemble effect which will permit girls to walk on water, 
Girls will wear costumes of the stage type and will make formations, while 
swimmers dive under them. ; 

It is possible that the novelty will first be used on the Coast, probably 
in films. Propositions have been made to show it in Paris and also Miami, 
The effect was reported slated for the Cleveland fair next summer. undef 
other auspices, but Foster has not released the device which he controls. 

J. Walter Thompson advertising agency has been officially designated 
to handie all Universal Pictures ad matter. Will include newspapers, bill- 
boards and magazines, as well as radio. P. D. Cochrane, advertising 
publicity chief executive for U. who announced new set-up, said that both 
the N. Y. and Hollywood offices of ad company would be used. Thompson 
has been doing so more or less unofficially ever since the J. Cheever 
Cowdin entree into U, but this is the first official announcement. 


Heaviest newspaper coverage in history of Hollywood preems was given 
opening of Metro’s ‘The Good Earth’ at the Carthay Circle. In addition to 
individual service of correspondents, wire services and national syndi- 
cates, 112 periodicals in this country and abroad received special wired 
reviews of the picture from Rupert Hughes, P. G. Wodehouse and Jim 
Coverage, arranged by Howard Strickling, exceeded that given 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ previous topper. (Picture opened last night, Tuesdays 
in N. Y. at the Astor.) 

In the releasing agreements which it has with Emanuel B. Cohen and 
B. P. Schulberg, Paramount has a clause under which it may exercise 4 
right to a 50% interest in the contracts with talent held by the producers. 


. e ; . ? ‘ + 
| The first contract on which Par may exercise this option for a hali interes 


all | 
| Diary,’ will shortly be released by Par. 


take at the convention. the fact that | 
| he is coming is considered of vast | 


importance. 

| Mitchell Wolfson. Miami theatre 
operator, is general chairman of the 
| Convention Arrangements 
tees, and Jack Frost, of 
Lynch-Paramount enterprises, will 
chairman the Reception Committee. 


is on John Trent, held ‘Doctor's 


tour 


by Schulberg. Trent’s first picture 
He is presently on a Pp.@. 
for buildup. 





Complete laboratory is being rigged up so that the Samuel Goldwyn 
troupe going to the South Seas to film ‘Hurricane’ will be a self-contained 
unit. Goldwyn hopes to get the troupe away Marth 15, depending upon 
the shipping strike. Producer has asked naval authorities to allow ust of 
navy wireless at Samoa for transmission of biz messages. He also 1s 
ing permission from the department to bring several Samoan dancers to 


ceeke 


| the U. S. for exploitation purposes. 


Commit- | 
the S. A. | 


| 


7 ie 

James Whale used three acres of trenches for war scenes in. Uiv' ov 

Technical crew of 120. including 87 electricians, 
(Continued on page 32) 


‘The Road Back.’ handled 
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RAP MECHANIZATION OF 


YS. Judge Caffey Assures Roxy, NY,, 


Creditors Full Hearings on Reorg 


Federal Judge Francis Caffey, in 
open court, has assured creditors of 
an exhaustive and impartial hearing 
on the Roxy Theatre’s reorganiza- 
tion plan which is now pending. On 
Friday (28) this plan was presented 
formally to the court by Attorney 
Carlos Israels, of the downtown firm 
of White & Case, representing more 
than $2,000,000 aggregate amount of 
first mortgage bonds, or around 59% 
of the aggregate amount of this 


issue. 
Judge Caffey on Monday (1) 
signed the forme: order directing 


that copies of the Roxy plan of Re- 
organization be sent to the 18,000 
bondholders, but stated that regard- 


less of the holders’ assents or dissents | 


he would not hold them bound not 
to object to the plan. 


‘I express no opinion on the Roxy 
insolvency which the proponents 
claim is the reason the stockholders 
and general creditors are exciuded 
from participation,’ he wrote in the 
order. ‘In regard to this I do not 
consider that the prospect of stock- 
holders defeating the creditors’ as- 
sertions of the insolvency of Roxy is 
shown to be strong enough to war- 
rant the Court in imposing on the 
trust estate the expense of appoint- 
ing a committee to represent the 
stockholders.’ The first hearing on 
the plan will be held on March 5 at 
2 p.m., in room 705, Federal Blidg., 
Me 

Under this plan, 20th Century-Fox 
company would acquire control of 
the theatre for $650,000. Present first 
mortgage bondholders would receive 
new 20-year principal amount 3%- 
4% bonds. 

There were intimations in court 
that opponents of the plan might 
seek an extensive inquiry into the 
affairs of the theatre and its man- 
agement during receivership and 
bankruptcy. Attorney Harold Selig- 
son, representing the Tipton bond- 
holders’ committee, asked for such 
an examination of the theatre affairs. 

Additional indication that creditors 
would seek a thorough airing of the 
Roxy theatre situation came from 
the fact that opponents of the pend- 
ing plan made it a point to reveal 
partially the high fees taken out of 
the theatre as administration charges 
by Fanchon & Marco associates. 

F, & M.-Cohen’s Fees 

It was revealed that in six 
months, the Artcq company, sub- 
sidiary of F. & M., took out of the 
theatre $41,000 in fees, as administra- 
tion charges only. This sum appar- 


rently does not cover stage ghow 
charges which are being made by 
F. & M. Averaged on a yearly 
basis it could mean that Artco has 
been receiving around $80,000 yearly | 
in administration fees from. the 
theatre. 

For the 27 weeks ended Jan. 7 last 
the Roxyv shows a net of around 
$97,000. 

For the year of 1936, the estimated 


net profit ofthe theatre is approxi- 
mately $160,000. 

Fees taken out by Artco, which is 
a combination of Fanchon & Marco 
associates and the estate of the late 
Sidney S. Cohen, are exclusive of 
fees for lawyers in the Roxy situ- 
ation or fees to Howard S. Cullman. 
as trustee, and estimated to average 
around $25,000 annually. 

Attorneys various 
Sroups urged upon the court certain 
changes in the proposed plan. One 
or two asked particularly that the 
interest rate to be paid on the new 
bonds be raised from 3% % to 4% or 
41, 


representing 


2d Bondholders’ Rights 


Various of the attorneys gave 
opinions that the second mortgage 
bondholders’ rights as creditors in 
the situation are open to question 
Considerable importance was put 
upon this phase of the Roxy situa- 
tion also and a fight over the second 


mortgage noteholders’ position unde! 


plan may be in the offing. 

The position taken by such dis- 
senters to the pending plan is that 
if the second mortgage noteholdei 
are not entitled to that consideration 
Which they are getting under the 


is 


(Continued on page 27) 


Dating -“Horizon’ 





A. Griffith Grey, who has been 
placed in charge of roadshowing of 
Columbia's ‘Lost Horizon,’ has 
ranged three two-a-day dates for the 
picture so far. They are the Geary, 
San Francisco, March 1; Chestnut St. 
Opera House, Philadelphia, March 7, 
and the Erlanger, Chicago, March 14. 

While the New York ‘opening is 
being figured for the end 


ar- | 


of Feb- | 


ruary, no theatre has as yet been set. | 
It may be the Criterion, operated by | 


Harry L. Charnas and B. S. Moss. 
which has a capacity of 1,662. De- 
taiis on the New York run and 


others are partly awaiting the return 
to New York tomorrow (Thurs.) or 
Friday (5) of Abe Montague and 
Nate Spingold, who made a hurried 
trip to the Coast Sunday (31). 


AIMS TO BAR 
THEATRES 





Decision of the Court of Appeals 
in Albany N. Y., last week approving 
application of three _ prospective 
theatre builders on Fifth, Madison 
and Park avenues, overruling 


fusal of licenses for same. 
formed a strange alliance of 
Fifth Avenue Association, which in- 


has 


stigated the opposition, and _ the 
license recipients. Both groups un- 
til the ruling, enemies, are now 


fighting on the same side of the fence 
to rush through a building zone reso- 
lution prohibiting further theatres 
on these avenues, but for different 
reasons, 

Association has chucked its first 
idea of regulating theatre construc- 
tion in all parts of the city without 
an 80% favorable vote of neighbor- 
ing landlords and retailers. Aim now 
is to rush through the Board of Al- 
dermen its amendment which will 
permanently prohibit theatres on 
Fifth Avenue from 23rd Street to 
96th Street and for the same 
mileage along Madison and Park 
avenues. Parts not labeled resi- 
dential districts will get new tag 
of super-retail. Between 6th and 
Madison avenue, 57th street is also 
to be included. Ruling will include 
| night clubs or any other theatricals 
| With exception of restaurant and 
nitery facilities of hotels. 

Interest of the projected theatre 
| owners is to thwart any additional 
building in the vicinity of the 
ready approved enterprises of the 
Phipps Estate at 62d street and 
Madison, Walter Goelet at 53d street 
and Park (entrance on side street) 
and 85th street and Madison Corp. 
A new law would not affect them 
because their precedence is already 
established prior to 
any legislation. In assisting the for- 
mer opposition now they help elimi- 
| nate any future competition in these 


0., STUCK 





al- 


SAENCER, N. 
UP FOR $1,875 MONDAY 


New Orleans, Feb. 2. 

Armored car and guard were held 
up at 10:45 p. m. Monday (1) just 
outside the office of the Saenger the- 
atre. on the balcony, and robbed of 
night’s receipts, $1.875. Two bandits 
escaped in a car stolen from a near- 
by parking lot. The guard, Stanley 
Trahan, 37, employe of Armored Cai 
Service. Inc., was taking the money 
to the waiting car outside when the 
masked bandit got up from a rear 
eat and pressed a gun in his back 
Second bandit took the money bag 
and both escaped. 

It ’s the second thea tre robber y 


| here in five days. 


STH AVE. ASSN 


| picture studios. 
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Nation- Wide Campaign to 
Force Employment of Mu- 
sicians by Crippling 

Mechanical Substitutes for 

Live Music Will Be Pro- 


posed at Miami 


AN OGRE | ered in in 


| lease of “Top of the Town,’ March 28. 


New York Musicians Union Local 
802 is prepared to ask the national 
executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians, when it 
meets in Miami Feb. 22, to issue an | 


|} edict banning its members from en- | 


| gaging in 
| cording, 


| corded program 


License Commissioner Paul Moss, re- 


the 


| 





|; use of 


any form of musical re-| 
If the proposal, as drafted | 
by Local 802, is passed, there will be | 
a complete withdrawal of union mu- | 
sicians from Hollywood and mee 


Local 802 had previously allied it- | 
self with the Chicago local in favor- | 
ing an AFM regulation which would | 
pring the phonograph record and re- | 

businesses within | 
the licensing control of the union. 
Extension of this campaign to cover 
motion pictures has a two-fold pur- 
pose: one, is to circumscribe the re-| 
sort to dubbed soundtracks and 


secondly, to increase the employment | Texas) 


of musicians not only in the studios 
but in the picture theatre through 
negotiations which the union expects 
to stem from the withdrawal edict. 


Jack Rosenberg and James Petrillo, 
president of the New York and Chi- 


Grainger’s fourth year as general 
| manager of distribution for a sales 
| drive. 





ON GRIMACES ‘Competitive Aggressiveness and 


Initiative in the Newsreels Flood 
Coverage Kayoes A. P. Idea 





U’s ‘Grainger Month’ | 


Universal is occasioning James R. 


J. R. Grainges Month will be ush- 
April, signalized by re- 





ANSWER U.S. 
THIS WEEK 


Answers will be filed by defendant 


corporations probably this week in 
the federal action against Interstate 
Circuit, Ine., and Texas Consolidated 
Theatres, 


(Karl 
New and 
and distributing companies 


Hoblitzelle 
Mexico 


Inc. 
operations in 


serving these circuits. 
The suit filed by the U.S. is not 


| regarded as involving a question of 


| 


but the case will be 
watched with unusual interest by ex- 


conspiracy, 


cago locals, respectively, are of the | nibitors and distributors alike be- 


joint opinion that 
musician unemployment can not be 
solved until they are able to ex- 
ercise control over the uses of re- 
corded music. Each of these union 


leaders believes that, although this 
has been done with the inception 


of sound pictures and radio, the time 
is not too late, if the AFM can be 
sold on a program of drastic action. 

In going after the picture producer, 
Rosenberg and Petrillo figure the 
union will be placed in a position of 
being able to catch up wtih ‘the the- 
atres, or at least those circuits con- 
trolled by the film companies. If 


| the producer wants union musicians 


he will be placed under. the .obliga- 
tion of not only cutting Gown on the 
phonograph records and 
soundtracks for dubbing purposes 
but to negotiate contracts which will 
guarantee the employment of a cer- 
tain number of musicians in the 
various theatres. Union points out 


| that its relief rolls show no signs of 


Bor C Pix So Poor, 


enactment of | 


that the 


64) 


decreasing and contends 
(Continued on page 


the problem of | 


| 





' would 





cause of the 


raised. 


protection question 


Legal lights in N.Y. believe that | 


the action will definitely determine 
whether a first-run exhibitor must 
be protected against cut-throat com- 
petition in subsequent runs. The 
case has been brought to test the 
legality of such protection against 
the competish offered by subsequent 
run houses. 

The matter of whether it is illegal 
to put a provision into a contract 
stating that a picture cannot be 
Siewn on a double bill alsa may be 
raiséd as a Secondary (issue. Film 
Jeaders in the east Believe that this 
will receive minor attention because 
so few contracts with a double bill 
provision have been written for the 
district involved in the suit. 


isuch a 





The case will be tried in the U.S. 
district court at Dallas. Attorneys 
here will make no estimate of when | 
the case goes to trial or when it} 
be concluded. 


Some Exhibs 


— Dual Oldies with Strong Casts 


Annoyed by some 
of the Class ‘B’ 


and ‘C’ pictures available as first-run 


the quality of 


new secondary or 


product, independent exhibitors in 


| Greater New York and along the 
| eastern seaboard have resumed 
playing reissues of last year’s pro- 
grams or even older features. Some 
houses, with twice weekly or three 
times per week changes, have been 
playing two and three weeks solid 
with reissue subjects. 

Attitude of many exhibitors and 
bookers for indie circuit that the 
new product. most of it admittedly 
classed as B picture veak 
that two of them on a dual set-up 
will not provide the nece iry box 
office draft. They figure they could 
not fare anv worse with the reissues 
with a good chance that c tomer 
will go for the oldie fil beca e 
bulk of them used cont 1 na 
players and at one time were ace 
attractior 

The question of cutting do 

jrental costs also intrigues ex} 


and bookers. In many cases, the ex- 
hibitor turns in his first-run picture 
for two reissues. shelving the new 
product. However, this means pay- | 
ing only for one film instead of two, 
with. of course, the new product 
definitely off the theatre's list. 

In some localities in N. Y., busi- 
ness actually has shown real im- 
provement with the dated pictures. 
This is true in downtown spots and 
Broadway and 42d _=s street 
theatres where they have been 
booked of late. In other neighbor- 
hoods. reissues do not mean a thing 
at least they have not hurt busi- 


ome 


but 
ne 
Anothe 


j 
+} 


idered 
con- 
shed 


be con 
bitor is his 
not furni 
Class A films 
long after their | 
that they fail | 
ring in an extra cent 


factor to 
le indie ex! 
t he is 
grade o1 
intil SO 
on plays them 
at the box 
office. Trt eaves the so-called ace | 
id and a meaning- 


Grade B or Grade C film vith | 





| reel 


; would 


The plan for an ‘Associated Press 
of Newsreels’ took a terrific beat- 
ing in the Ohio river valley flood 
coverage during the past 10 days. 
Not one of the five major newsreels 
agreed to co-operate on covering 
the flood story, newsreel editors 
concurring at the outset that it was 
major news event and in- 
corporated so many chances for a 
slip-up some place along the line 


| there was no sense in attempting to 


INTERSTATE TO 


| against 


get together 
erage pact. 

One newsreel definitely decided 
even attempting to get to- 
gether with other companies, though 


on any sort of a cov- 


it has in the past, because of its 
experience last year in ‘handling 
floods in and around Pennsylvania 


when an agreement was made. 

Execs of that news weekly cited 
their reasons, which, fundamentally, 
were that they failed to see how 
they could benefit in covering this 
major disaster. One was that they 
felt the brunt of camera work 
which fell on them last spring. Or 
at least they claimed that the prize 
shots were supplied by them while 
other sectors were only given a 
lightweight treatment. 

Newsreel chieftains viewed current 
disaster’s coverage much the same 
as daily newspaper editors. Where 
daily papers depend on a city news 
and national press associations for 
normal or routine news coverage, 
they send out their own staff or 
star reporters on big yarns. In this 
instance each newsreel withdrew as 
many cameramen as it could within 
a radius of 500 miles of the flooded 
territory and threw them into the 
flooded district. 


Newsreel executives variously 
estimated that each company had 15 
to 20 cameramen and _ “freelance 


grinders on the high-water yarn. 
Even though this necessitated extra 
expenditures in salaries as well as 
outlay for transportation, there were 
few newsreel editors who regretted 
the move. They figured it was tough 
enough trying to keep tab on de- 
velopments and movements of lens 
crews of their own without having 
the added worry of not being sure 
of prints and release dates under 
any joint-coverage arrangement. 
The countless chances for a slip- 
up on coverage of a single area or 
community and the ambition to ob- 
tain the best scenes first un- 
doubtedly further swayed the news- 
home offices. The assignment 
editors also appreciated the risks 
being taken and hardships endured 


| by cameramen and other members of 


the technical staffs in order to get 


completed prints through. 
Perhaps every reel had one or 
more instances to cite in which a 


daring and persistent cameraman 
waded or swam through deep 
water and used every conceivable 
means of transportation to rush 
completed negatives from the flood 
scene. 

Old-time rivalry between camera- 
men reached a peak during the past 
few days in handling the flood, and 
few of the photographers would 


| have. relished the idea that the film 


they fought for 


against 


and __ strugglec 
numerous obstacles to get 
have gone into any pooling 
arrangement. Company editors ap- 


preciated this feeling and realized 
that slip-shod coverage might have 
resulted from any joint pacting 
plan. 


As flood waters receded about Ohio 
and Kentucky communities and re- 
lief agencies were surveying the loss 
in lives and property caused by the 
gigantic overflow, newsreel execu- 
tives were attempting to summarize 
the additional cost the catastrophe 
meant to them. Conservative esti- 
mates this week were that the sweep- 
ing floods had cost the five newsreels 
$50,000 to $75,000 in added expenses, 
not including usual expenditures for 


cameramen salaries, negatives, nor- 
mal transportation costs, etc. 

All reels chartered two, three or 
(Continued on page 64) 
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Seach Opening Gives ‘Good Earth’ 
Big Sendoff, L. A.; ‘Camille’ Strong 


$79,500, 2 Spot 





—_—— 


Los Angeles, Feb. 2. 
Seasonal rains on the Coast have 


so that the better pictures currently | 


are garnering satisfactory returns. 
Trade is still off, however, with room 
for improvement. 

Long-awaited ‘Good Earth’ made 
its two-a-day bow at the Carthay 
Circle (29), getting away to capacity 
and holding strong over the weekend 
for substantial initial week. Metro’s 
‘Camile’ is day-dating at the State- 
Chinese, where combined take shows 
neat profit on the stanza. 

Business is spotty in the downtown 
area, with Warners Downtown and 
RKO Hillstreet just about holding 
their own, although Paramount took 
a spurt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65).—“The Good Earth’ (MG). 
Necessity of taking care of long list 
of first string critics, plus other de- 
mands, kept $5 preem take down to 
$5,300, instead of a possible $6,000. 
Healthy advance. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55).—‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Off to the 
Races’ (20th), dual. Hitting better 
than average and will wind up with 
around $13,000. Last week, ‘Love on 
the Run’ (MG) and ‘Laughing at 
Trouble’ (20th), fair $10,200. 


Downtown (WB) (1.800: 30-40-55- 
65).—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), dual. 


Trade continues in the doldrums here 
with ‘Enemy’ not so good at around 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Charge of Light 
Brigade’ (WB) and ‘Smart Blonde’ 
CWB), weak at $4,300 in five days. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-49-55).— 
‘an of Affairs’ (GB) (2d wk). 
George Arliss doesn’t mean a thing 
at this b. o. and pic will be yanked 
(2) after five days on second week 
for meagre $1,300. First week had at 
$2.900. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65). — ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), dual. Just 
so-so at around $7.000 or over. Last 
week, ‘Light Brigade’ (WB) and 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB), dove to $4,800 
on five-day stay. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40).—‘Secret Valley’ (20th) and ‘Fu- 
gitive in Sky’ (WB), dual, and vaude. 
Dual nothing to rave about so Benny 
Rubin, topping stage show, gets credit 
for bulk of oke $9,500 draw. TUast 
week, ‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par) 
and ‘Crack-Un’ (20th), below expec- 
tations at $6.800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.700: 30-40-55).— 
‘Condemned Row’ (RKO) and ‘They 
Wanted to Marry’ (RKO), dual. Very 
little interest in this race of flickers 
as $5,000 indicates. Last week, 
‘Plough and the Stars’ (RKO) and 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), several hun- 
eg below anticipations at $5,800, 

ad. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595: 30-40- 
55).—‘Secretarv’ (Co!) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par), dual, and stage 
show. Fairly strong names in ‘Sec- 





retary,’ plus Ethel Waters’ all-colored 
stage unit has house headins for 
strong $19,500. Last week, ‘Plains- 


man’ (Par), second week, held to 
big $16,000. 
RKO (2,950; 30-40-55). — ‘Con- 


demned Row’ (RKO) and “They 
Wanted to Marry’ (RKO), dual. Will 
have to be satisfied with slim $5.500. 
Last week, ‘Plouch and the Stars’ 
(RKO) and ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), 
een at $6,500, though profit- 
able 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75).—‘Camilie’ (MG) and ‘Off to the 
Races’ (20th), dual. Combination of 
Garbo, Robert Taylor duck soun for 
downtown acer and at $16,500 is 
highly accentable. Last week, ‘Love 
on Run’ (MG) and ‘Laughing at 
Trouble’ (20th), just fair at $14,200. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) ‘Love on Run’ (MG) and 
‘Laughing at Trouble’ (20th), dual 
On moveover from State-Chinese for 
continued first run should garner 
weak $4.000. Last week, ‘Garden of 
Allah’ (UA) and ‘Career Woman’ 
(20th). disanvnointing at $3.900. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65). 
—'‘Tove on Run’ (MG) and ‘Laughing 
at Trouble’ (20th), dual. 
Gable combo doing better at this 
nahe continued first run and. while 
below pace of last few weeks, will 
wind up with $7.000. which is oke. 
Last week, ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) 
and ‘Career Woman’ (20th), very bad 
at $5,700. 





Pix Can’t Overcome Ice 


In K.C.; ‘Lloyds’ Oke 72G 


Kansas City, Feb, 2. 

Icy streets indicate a slim week 
and again it’s all up to the weather. 

‘Lloyds’ at Uptown doing swell biz 
in spite of weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40).— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). Pic played 
Capacity at Uptown at New Year's 


Crawford-. 


s; Enemy Mild 136 


| preview. Opened here to nice biz | 
;}and should do okay $9,000. Last week! b.o. deterrent. 


broken the protracted cold spell that | One in Million’ (20th) caught swell | 


sewed up biz for couple of weeks, | 


$14,000. 
Midland (Loew) (4.000: 25-40).— 
i ‘Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Cover - of 


Night’ (MG). This dualler won't bet- 


ter so-so $10,500. Last week ‘Beloved 
| Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Woman in Dis- 
| tress’ (Col), $8,500, bad. 


Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40).— 
One in Million’ (20th) (2d 
Moved from Mainstreet and holding 


up to nice $6,500. Last week ‘Love | 


Song’ (FN), $4,000, an off-key yodel. 
Tower (Rewot-Fox) (2,200; 35).— 
‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and _ vaude. 
Good $7,000. Last week ‘Holy Terror’ 
(20th) and vaude, $7,100, good. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,030: 25-40).— 


‘Lloyds’ (20th). Holdover in the bag! 


at fine $7,500 pace. Last week ‘Smart 
Girls’ (U) (2nd run), moved from 
Mainstreet, $5,900, nice. 


Champagne, 196, 
St. Loo’s Tonner; 


Lloyds, 176, Oke 


St. Louts, Feb. 2. 

Despife an all day rain Saturday 
(30), Fanchon & Marco’s string of 
deluxers continued te enjoy swell 
biz. Ambassador, with ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ and Maj. Bowes’ all-gal unit, 
is running away with town and head- 
ing for a $19,000 week, biggest in sev- 
eral months. ‘Lloyds of London,’ at 
5,000-seater Fox, also doing great biz 
and should finish with $17,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 
stage show. Stage shows boosting 
biz here and big $19,000 is in sight 
for this week. Last week ‘Secretary’ 
(Col) and stage show, held down by 
bad weather to $15,700, fair. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB), dual. Points to swell $17,000, 
best in weeks. . Last week, ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘Crack Up’ (20th), 
dual, finished with $12,800, trifle un- 
der expectation but okay. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55)— 
‘Man of People’ (MG) and ‘Danger- 
ous Number’ (MG), dual. Nothing 
here to expect better than $10,200. 
fair. Last week ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) and ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG), dual, 
dented by weather and ended with 


$12.000, fair. 

Missouri, ( Be (3,514; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Wirterset’ and ‘As You Like 
It’ (20th), dual. Another fine week, 
$12.500. Last week, ‘About to Die’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gold Diggers of 1937’ 
(FN), dual, satisfactory at $10;100. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 25-40)— 
‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Perkins on stage. plus Breen 
on screen, will get $9.700 for sock 
week. Last week. ‘Banjo’ (20th) and 
stage show, ended with $6,000, aver- 
age. 





run). | 


Thin Man,’ $4,000, 
Plenty Fat in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Feb. 2. 

‘After Thin Man’ is the first big 
| winner of the season here at the 
| Stuart. Will do $4,000 or better. 
| Comedy has been stressed in ads on 
‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO), with Pons 
deleted altogether. 

| Slightly inclement weather still a 











Estimates for This Week 


! Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Trail Dust’ (Par) plus ‘Road Gang’ 
(WB), split with ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Escapes’ (Par) plus ‘Dark Hour’ 
(Ches). Total possibility $1,000, oke. 
Last week ‘California Mail’ (WB) 
plus ‘Annapolis, Farewell’ (Par), 
split with ‘Under Cover of Night’ 
(MG) plus ‘13 Hours’ (Par), just fair 


$800. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
| ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO). Comedy 


| possibilities emphasized, all the Lily 

Pons stuff whittled comnletely from 
| trailer. Heading for $2,500, nice. 
| Last week ‘Polo Joe’ (WB) went b.o. 
| blind after the second day and was 
| replaced. with ‘Sing Love Song’ 
| (WB). Got $2,300 altogether, a bit 

above average. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25)—Winterset’ (RKO) plus ‘Happy 
Go Lucky’ (Rep). House has for- 
| saken vaude temporarily. Slow pace 
| at present and $1,500 likely the top. 
| Last week ‘Woman Wise’ (20th) plus 
| Kit Kat Klub revue on the stage 
three days. Remainder of the week 
|‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) on road- 
show basis (55c-$1.10) two days, then 
‘Dr. Bull’ (20th) two days. Total was 
| $3,100, good enough. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Thin Man’ (MG). A distinct win- 
ner. First pic of the year to touch 
$4,000. neat. Last week ‘Rainbow on 
| the River’. (RKO) so-soed and let 
the house slump. Wes helped by 
Wendell McMahill and his television 


display, or fate would have been 
worse. Poor at $2,650. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100; 10-15- 
20-25-35) —‘Man of Affairs’ (GB). 


Arliss does fair in this house and 
assured of $1,000. Last week, ‘Devil 
Playground’ (Col), was slow, about 
$900. 


DENVER IN MOOD 
FOR WALTZ 
- $7,000 


Denver, Feb. 2. 

‘Three Smart Girls’ getting good 
biz at Denver and moves to Broad- 
way for a second stanza. ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ gets only five days at the 
Aladdin and ‘Rembrandt’ three at 
Broadway, with ‘Doctor Bull’ finish- 
ing the week at the latter. 

‘Champagne Waltz’ doing nicely at 
Denham, 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). Not so forte 
at $1,500 in five days. Last week 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) did nice $3,500 
and went to Broadway for second 
week. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1.500: 25- 
40)—‘Rembrandt’ (UA). Following 











Benefits Okay, But 


Wash. Pix So-So: 


Legion Fair $15,000 on Male Trade 





Washington, Feb. 2. 

Town reached something of a new 
high for bally this week, but it was 
all for the President’s Ball. Mobs 
packed two benefit midnight shows, 
but the film temples will have to be 
content with so-so grosses. Propor- 
tionate leader is ‘Plainsman,’ al- 
though that’s far from a wow. 

Most advance interest was cen- 
tered on ‘Black Legion,’ due partly 
to screening, which drew heavily 
from Congressional and official 
circles and got raves in press. Pop 
debut, however, was disappointing. 
Pic is drawing almost exclusively 


cheap seats. 

Keith’s and Met cutting each 
other’s throats with Sylvia Sidney 
on both screens in ‘Women Alone’ 
and ‘You Only Live Once,’ neither 
clicking big enough to mean much. 

Etimates for This Week 

Capite!l (Loew) (3.424: 25-35-60)— 








| Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and vaude. 
| Jarrett and Holm helping on stage 
to fair $20.000. Last week ‘Stow- 
| away” (20th) and Blackstone got 
good $22.500. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1.583: 25-40)— 
1‘One in Million’ (20th) (2d run). 


male trade and they’re going for the | 


Second downtown week after big 
stay at Capitol getting good $4,800. 
Last week, ‘College Holiday’ (Par) 
(2d run), oke $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—Black Legion’ (WB) and vaude. 
Reser band not enough to convince 


entertainment. Advance bally and 
critics raves getting masculine trade, 
however, for fair $15,000. Last week, 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and Ken Mur- 
ray took oke $16,500. 





Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 25-35-60)— 
| “You Live Once’ (UA) and March 
}of Time. May get meager $6,500. 


Last week ‘Smart Girls’ built to sur- 
| prisingly swell $11,000 after weak 
start. 


| Alone’ (GB). Should get profitable 
$4.500. Last week ‘Mind Own Busi- 
ness’ (Par), oke $4.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Good 
| able $17,000. Last week ‘Champagne 
| Waltz’ (Par) $16.000. 
| Rialto (Indie) 
|—Scarfare’ (WB) and 
| Gus’ (Par) (revivals). Ought to see 
| fair $2,000. Last week, ‘As You Like 
It? (20th), good $2,600. 


‘Tillie and 


fems that pic with such a title is) 


Met (WB) (1.853; 25-40)—‘Women | 


at prob-| 


(1,100: 25-30-40-55) | 





===» 


Tilt in Frisco Admish Scales Likely: 
‘Champagne, $16,000, Very Healthy 





a week at the Aladdin, stays three 
days here with ‘Doctor Bull’ (Ind) 
finishing week; $1,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), on 
three-day roadshow, and ‘Secre- 
tary’ (Col) and ‘Find the Witness’ 
(Col), dual, three days, good at 
$4,000. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). Swell 
| at $7.000 pace. Last week ‘Mind 
' Own Business’ (Par) got fair $4.000. 
| Denver (Huffman) (2.500; 25-35- 
| 50)—‘Smart Girls’ (U). Going great 
| guns; big $9,500 indicated. Last week 
| ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) did nicé 
| $8,500. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), dual. Good af 
$5,500. Last week ‘Girl From Paris’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), 
dual, nice $5,300. 
Paramount (Huffman) (2,000: 25- 
40)—‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Fugi- 
tive in the Sky’ (WB), dual. Biz at 
nice $3,000 canto. Last week, ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (20th) and ‘Crack Up’ (20th) 
got $3,000. 


Rain Wilts Philly 
Biz, But ‘Legion 
Good at $7,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 

Return of heavy rainfall Sunday 
and Monday put a crimp in chances 
of most of the downtown film houses 
to live up to their recent average, 
which has been high. In fact, indi- 
cations point to weakest seven-day 
period in several months; pix them- 
selves aren’t b.o. magnets and a 
couple of holdovers among them 
don’t look particularly strong. 

Both ‘Men Are Not Gods’ (Aldine) 
and ‘3 Smart Girls’ (Stanley), held 
over on last-minute decisions, aren’t 
headed for anything exceptional in 
second-week grosses. Former won't 
get full seven-day hold-over. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200: 40-55-65)—‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (GB). Held for second 
week, although biz wasn’t any too 
hot; fair $6,500 indicated if film gets 
full seven days; unlikely. First week 
saw $10,000, better than expected. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) (2d run). Should get 
okay $2,400. Last week, ‘Go West 
Young Man’ (Par) (2nd run), dis- 
appointed at $2,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par). Crix liked it, although 
noting similarity to ‘Girl From 
Paris’ (RKO). Fairly good $13,000 
seen. Last week ‘Camille’ (MG), in 
eight-day second week, got mighty 
sweet $18,500. pss 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO) and vaude. Roscoe 
Ates headliner. Good $15,000 week 
indicated unless rain dents it a lot. 
House back on feet with return of 
vaude. Last week. ‘Mind Own Busi- 
ness’ (Par) and Waring band, put 
things across for walloping $20,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65 )—‘Stolen Holi- 
day’ (WB) and stage show. Paul 
Draper headliner. Only fairish $14,- 











000 seen. Last week, ‘God’s Coun- 
try’ (WB) and stage show, nice 
$15.000. 


Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Career 
Woman’ (20th). First run for a 
change, but won't get much; mebbe 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Girl From Paris’ 
(RKO) (2d run), little over expec- 
tations at $2,700. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘God’s 
Country’ (20th) (2d run). Only about 
$2,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par) (2d run), nifty at $2,900. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—Smart 
Girls’ (U). Built enough to warrant 
holding for second week, but isn’t 
doing a great deal now: fair $12.000. 
Last week pic got $16,500. good. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—Black 
Legion’ (WB). Crix lauded it and 
after lively advance campaign should 
get good $7,000. Last week, ‘Chan 
| at Opera’ (20th), $6,200, okay. 








Studio Plasterers, Painters 
In Move for Closed Shop 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 








the move for a closed shop. Members 
adopted a resolution seeking around 


1242c. an hour increase. General 


| Feb. 7, 

By that date Studio Plasterers, lo- 
cal 755, is expected to file similar 
{demands with the Motion Picture 


| Producers’ Association, 


Studio Painters local 644 have joined | 





San Francisco, Feb. a. 

Looks like the Golden Gate is Pave 
ing the way for higher prices for 
houses in downtown area. After a 
number of weeks at 55c. top for 
some of the bigger pix from RKO 
and Grand National, Gate 
a stab at getitng same 
‘Condemned Row.’ 

It is possible that other first-rung 
may up admish when the strike. cold 
weather and flu are out of the way. 
San Francisco was the last city to 
lower the box office tariff during the 
depresh. 

Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512: 30. 
35-40) —‘Forbidden Adventure’ 
(Dwain Esberg). Sold from a sen« 
sational angle, this one is doing all 
right by itself. Sponsored by the 
Adventures Club of Los Angeles. it 
was first released in 1907 and- has 
been in the can for a number of 
years. Film has been given a good 
sound track and cut to eliminate the 
dark spots. Good $5,000 in sight, 
Last week ‘Mysterious Crossings’ 
(U) and ‘Conflict’ (U) hit a new low 
at $1,700. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-75)— 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par). Kay Francis hag 
always been a fair draw here, but 


is making 
prices for 





} 


not helping much this week. Looks 
like two bad weeks in a row at $14.- 


000. Last week ‘Black Legion’ (WB) 
and ‘Mind Your Own Business’ 
(Par), dual, hit a new low since 


F-WC took over house at less than 
$13,000. : 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 35-55) 
—Condemned Row’ (RKO). As ate 
tendance held up last few months 
during several boosts in price from 
40 to 55c., decision made to continue 


with top prices for this one. Last 
week (2d), ‘Great Guy’ (GN), 
$12,000. 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—3 Wise Girls’ (U) and ‘Find the 
Woman’ (Col) (3d week). Several 
previews thrown in during final 
week to bolster biz. Finishing to 
good $6,000. Last week fine $8.500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 
‘Career Woman’ (20th). Swarthout 
bringing in some good matinee trade. 
Jack Oakie also well liked. Should 
do healthy $16,000, which will mean 
a holdover. Last week (2d) ‘God’s 
Country’ (WB) and  ‘Crack-Up’ 
(20th), n.s.g. at $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-35- 
40)—‘After Thin Man’ (MG) and 
‘Hats Off’ (GN) (4th week). Still 
going strong after two big weeks at 
the Fox and two stanzas at this 
smaller house. Expecting $6,000. 
Last week magnifico at $8,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 25- 
40)—‘Allah’ (UA) (3d week). Mixed 
reaction to story, but plenty of salvos 
on tinting. Slipping off fast at less 
than $5000. Last week nice at $7500, 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-55) 
—‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th). Although a class pic ‘Lloyds’ 
is doing nice biz. Jones family series 
building fast. ‘Off to the Races’ is 
the best of the lot. Flu, strike and 
rainy weather will hold take down 
to $17,000 okay. Last week (2d) ‘Ca- 
mille’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Make a Mil- 
lion’ (Par) disappointed at less than 
$10,000. 


Snow, Flu in Portland 
Cut Grosses in Half 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 2. 


Terrific snowstorm and flu epis 
demic bumped grosses considerably. 
Biz down in some spots as much as 
50%. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Mad Holi- 
day’ (MG), dual (2d wk). Snow cut 
this b.o. in half to $3,700. First week 
registered well and closed to good 
$6,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400;  30-40)—County Gentleman 
(Rep) with Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
on stage. Nice biz chiefly on the 
stage attraction, $5,500. Last week, 
‘Here Comes Carter’ (FN) and ‘Ari- 
zona Mahoney’ (Par), got $2,000, so- 
so. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000: 30-40)—‘Banjo’ (Fox) and ‘In 
His Steps’ (GN), dual, second wee k. 
Snow hurt and will do only $5,500. 
First week better than expected at 
strong $6,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000: 30- 











membership will vote on proposition | . ef 
i ; = | week ran up nice score at $1 000 


stuff 
1 $3,000. 


40)—‘God’s Country’ (WB) and ‘Find 
the Witness’ (Col), dual, sé ‘ond 
week. Indicates $3,800, fair. First 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 90 
10)—'Stolen Holiday’ (FN). Re: 
tering okay to good $4,000. 

week ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG) po! 
and cooled its heels for ! 
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Chi Biz Flying High; ‘Champagne, 
Veloz & Yolanda, $45,000, Terrific: 











Camille, 256, Biz; ‘Banjo $21,000 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 

So there’s a flood in the Ohio Val- 
ley’? Tsk, tsk. They're sitting down 
in Detroit? Well, well. _California’s 
unusual weather is kicking a_ fuss 
with the citrus growers? Waddaya- 
knowaboutthat. Here in the Loop 
the Chicago will gobble 45 g’s; the 
United Artists will snatch 25.000 
smackers: the Oriental will gallop 
to $21,000. And that’s plenty good. 


Veloz and Yolanda on the stage, 
plus ‘Champagne Waltz’ on the 
screen, make up the top-notch com- 
bination which is bringing shekels 
in a steady stream to the Chicago 
cashiers. Layout is a holdover, if 
there ever was one. 

Garbo, Taylor and ‘Camille’ make 
it a threesome which has the United 
Artists sidewalk taking plenty of 
punishment from the standees. Even 
the tiny Apollo and Garrick are do- 
ing zin biz, the first with ‘Rem- 
brandt’ on the Charles Laughton fol- 
lowing and the latter with a repeat 
of ‘After Thin Man.’ 

Palace fell off a bit this week on 


its holdover of ‘3 Smart Girls,’ 
which snagged swell $27,500 last 
week, with Jane Withers on the 
stage. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-45-65)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA), Opened Saturday 
(30) and will do trade on the Laugh- 
ton name; heading for around $9.000. 
swell. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
finished fourth week in Loop to fine 
$5,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and stage 
show. Veloz and Yolanda team on 
stage and again smacking ’em. Team 
has been sensational in this town for 
past three years. Upping into mighty 
$45,000. Doing 37 shows this week, 
five daily and six on Saturday and 
Sunday. Last week ‘Great Guy’ 
(GN) okay at $24,000. 


Garrick (B&K) (900: 25-45-65)— 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG). In here 
after four hotcha sessions at United 
Artists and continuing to magnetize 
’em at $10,000, good. Last week 
‘One In Million’ (20th) took nice 
$7,109 on holdover. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Banjo’ (20th) and vaude. Picture 
accounting for nearly $21,000. high 
tide. Last week ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB). poor at $14,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 35-55-65-75) 
—3 Smart Girls’ (U) (2d week) and 
vaude. Indications for $17,000, okay 
as a gross, but a disappointer after 
big $27,800 last week, when Jane 
Withers was on the stage. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘God’s Country’ (WB) (2nd 
wk). Touched okayish $15,300 last 
week and will stick around $10,000 
currently. Goes out for ‘Black Le- 
gion’ (WB), of which much is ex- 
pected by Warner office, despite pre- 
vious playing in this town of ‘Legion 
of Terror’ (Col), which was ex- 
ploited plenty by B. & K 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Another winning session at 
better than $16,000. Type of picture 
this house eats up. Last week 
‘Counterfeit Woman’ (Col) topped 
$16,500, fine. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-55-75 )—‘Camille’ (MG). Stand- 
ees all day long. Zooming into high 
brackets on strong femme draw 
night and day. Around $25.000. dyna- 
mite. Last week ‘After Thin Man’ 
(MG) finished four great weeks to 
$10,600, zippy. 


Prov. No Like Pix Fare: 


‘Lawyer, $5,000, Poor 





Providence, Feb. 2. 


It's the toboggan slide this week, 
the first off week in many a stanza. 
Largely responsible is the anemic 
Picture fare in town. Best bets seem 
to be Strand, where ‘Champagne 
Waliz’ tops twin bill, and Fay’s, only 
vaudeville spot in town. Latter 
house has been doing rather well 
lately. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000: 
Valley’ (20th) and vaude. 
like another good week; opposish 
rather weak, hence nice gross of $7,- 
300. Last week, ‘Woman-Wise’ (20th) 
sy Bowes amateurs, got swell $8,- 


Loew's State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 


‘Man of People’ (MG) and ‘Woman | 


= 


and ‘Crack-Up’ (20th), a sweetheart 
at $11,500. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)— 
‘Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Criminal 
Lawyer’ (RKO). This spot is taking 
it on the chin even more than the 
others; best house can hope for is 
only $5,000; poor. Last week ‘Plough 
and Stars’ (RKO) and “They Wanted | 
to Marry’ (U), another disappoint- 
ment at $6,800, n. s. g. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Ari- 
zona Mahoney’ (Par). Going strong 
with every indication that gross will 
cross $11,000: swell. Last week, 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and ‘Let’s | 
Make Million’ (Par), okay at $7,300, | 
considering everything. 


Native Detroit 
Won tBuy Legion’; 











Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 5. 


Astor—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2). 
Capitol—‘Camille’ (MG) (3d 
wk). 


Criterion—‘Great Guy’ (MG) 
(6th wk). 
Music Hall—‘On the Avenue’ 


—— 





Brisker Weather Aids B'way; Only 
~ Live Once’ $30,000, ‘Holiday’ $27,000, 
Best of New Uns; Plough’ NSG 686 








(20th) (4). 
Paramount — ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par) (3). 
Rialto — ‘Sinner 
(MG) (2). 
Rivoli—*You Only Live Once’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 


Take All’ 


Roxy—Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) (3d wk). 

Strand — ‘Stolen Holiday’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Feb. 12 

Astor — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 

Capitol—‘Camille’ (MG) (4th 
wk). 

Criterion—‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB). 


Music Hall—‘On the Avenue’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘We'’re On the Jury’ 
(RKO) (10). 

Rivoli—‘You Only Live Once’ 
(UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Head Over Heels in 
Love’ (GB). 

Strand—‘Green Light’ 
(13). 


(WB) 





Tloyds Big 356 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Town in spending mood again this 
week, with return of some 50,000 
workers to auto jobs. Although a 
like number is still affected by the 
month-old strike, general tension has 
been relieved somewhat and curve 
should continue up. 

Big disappointment is ‘Black Le- 
gion,’ based on hooded cults here, 
which hit a snag at the Madison. 
Ballyhooed as ‘more startling than 
the trial, with which town is per- 
haps too familiar at present. Flicker 
isn’t helped by being booked in the 
Madison, which is having plenty 
tough times lately. 

Tops currently is ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don,’ at the Fox, which got off big 
and is holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U) plus ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U), dual. Deanna Dur- 
bin starrer moved here from Fox. 
Nice $5,400 coming up. Last week 
normal $5,000 on ‘Pennies from 
Heaven’ (Col) (3d week) plus ‘Man 
Who Lived Twice’ (Col) (2d wk), 
following a fine $7,000 first session. 
‘Captain Calamity’ (GN) and ‘We’re 
in Legion Now,’ dual.. Holding oke 
at $2,900. Oke $3,200 last session on 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Hats Off’ 
(GN), former film moved here from 
Fox. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) plus Ben Marden’s 
‘Riviera Follies’ unit on stage. Will 
coast in for hot. $35,000, a big sur- 
prise in view of dough scarcity. 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and King’s Varie- 
ties unit brought in good $20,000 last 
stanza. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-60)—‘Black Legion’ (WB). 
Based on hooded cult which ran riot 
here the past year, flicker was ac- 
corded big buildup, but is laying an 
egg, at $7,500. Play made for femme 
patronage, but house can’t seem to 
draw in patrons with any picture. 
Bad $7,100 last stanza on ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) 
and stage show. Good at $25,000, 
following a good $24,000 gross last 
week on ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) 
plus Don Redman band on stage. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 35- 
40)—‘God’s Country and Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB), 
dual. Continues at nice clip, $10,- 
000. Good $9,000 last session on 
‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes’ (Par) 
plus ‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-65)—Thin Man’ (MG) 











‘Champagne, $7,800, 
Satisfies in Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 2. 

List of new films opening this 
week is shortened by closing of the 
Paramount after some three months 
of operation this fall and winter. 
Means returning the top films to the 
more centrally located Omaha and 
Orpheum, sister houses, and a likely 
resumption of the string of good 
grosses that streamed into these 
houses last summer and spring, nota- 
bly the Omaha. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)—‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) 
and ‘They Wanted to Marry’ (RKO), 
dual, with current March of Time 
thrown in and extra ad space going 
to the Pathe flood pictures. From 
several possible angles, program 
reaping creditable returns and may 
reach $5,000. Last week ‘Love Song’ 
(FN) and ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN), 
dual, got $5,000, good. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Under 
Cover of Night’ (MG), dual, with ex- 
tra attention to ‘Waltz’ in connection 
with Zukor jubilee. Headed for swell 





$7,800. Last week ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB) and ‘Luckiest Girl in the 
World’ (U), dual, lagged to $5,700, 
weak. 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Mind Own Business’ (Par) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (HG), dual. Weakie 
for a jubilee bill, but Ruggles al- 
ways a fair draw here. Fair at 
$7,000. Last week ‘God’s Country’ 
(WB) and ‘Let’s Make a Million’ 
(Par), dual, started at a mild pace, 
but gained some momentum to ‘good 
$8,000. 


Better theatre weather has re- 
turned with the cold that set in Mon- 
day (1) and that day business perked 
up after the dip that had been taken | 
| through Sunday’s all-day rain. The}! 
| least hurt of the houses on Sunday | 

(31) were the Capitol with the heavy 

pull of Garbo in ‘Camille’ and the 

Roxy which has the redoubtable 

‘Three Smart Girls.’ 

These attractions are leading the 
street, with ‘You Only Live Once,’ | 


which opened Saturday (30) and} 
‘Plainsman,’ latter on holdover at 
the Paramount in closest pursuit. | 
Kay Francis’ new starrer, ‘Stolen | 
Holiday is running a pretty good| 
third and lesser houses such as the | 
| Rialto, Palace, State and Criterion | 


| are all doing okay, while the Music | 
| Hall is trailing with ‘Plough and the | 
Stars.’ 

‘Plough’ is unable to cut a deep | 
enough furrow to produce $68,000, | 
gross looking this side of that figure. | 
Sunday’s rain hurt here more than | 
at some other spots and probably | 
interfered with carriage trade. 

‘You Only Live Once’ and ‘Stolen | 
| Holiday’ both opened Saturday (30). | 
| The former, brought into the Riv for | 
| a likelv three weeks run, may get up | 


‘Camille’ (MG) (2d week). Rolling 
along swiftly to a possible $40,000 
this week (2d) after mighty first 
seven days’ take of around $62,000. 


Holds a third week. 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Great 
|Guy’ (GN) (5th week). Holding 


firmly at around $11,000 and remains 


a sixth week. Fourth week report- 
|ed at $12,000. 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘God’s 


Country and Woman’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th) (1st run), 
plus Louis-Pastor fight pictures. 
Business over average, $9.000 or bet- 
ter. Last week's duet, ‘Girl from 
Paris’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Woman 


Wise’ (RKO) (ist run), $12,000, ex- 
cellent. 
Poramount (3.664: 25-35-55-85-99) 


—Plainsman’ (Par) (3d week) and 


| Nat Brandwynne orchestra. doubling 


from the Essex House 
At $32.000 on final 


(Ist week). 
(3d) week good 


enouth to have gone a fourth but 
management unable to do this be- 
cause of commitments to bring in 
Fred Waring today (Wed.) with 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par). Second 
week of ‘Plainsman’ (Par). with the 


Ray Noble band, $43.000. 


big. 


Radio City Music Hall (5 980; 40- 


to $30,000 on its first seven days, | §0-35-99-$1.65)-—‘Plouch and Stars’ 
while the Francis item at the Strand| (RKO) and stage show. Okay no- 
might build to $27,000. ‘Holiday’ | tices but week will probably be this 
also holds over. side of $68,000, disapnointing. Last 
A trio of stout holdies are ‘Ca-| week, second for ‘Lloyds’ (20th), 
mille,’ ‘Smart Girls’ and ‘Plainsman.’ | $70,000, very good. ’ 
The Garbo picture may reach to| Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Sinner Take 
$40,000 on its second week, while} All’ (MG). Opened yesterday morn- 
‘Plainsman,” at $32,000 on its third|jing (Tues.) after nice week of 
week ending last night (Tues.) is|‘Criminal Lawver’ at $9.009. In 


plenty of bucks on the right side of 
the ledger. But for the fact that the 
Par is committed to open Fred 
Waring today (Wed.) with ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz,’ it would have held 
‘Plainsman’ a fourth stanza. ‘Smart 
Girls’ built to $59,800 on its first 
week and is going strong enough 
this week (2d) to look a possible 
$50.000. It remains a third week, 
with Borrah Minevitch -on the stage 
figured aiding the draw. 

The Criterion is continuing ‘Great 
Guy’ for a sixth week on strength 
of sufficient stamina this week (5th) 
to suggest a possible $11,000. ‘Crim- 





inal Lawyer,’ which finished its 
| week at the Rialto Monday night 
(1), got $9,000 and was succeeded 


yesterday morning by ‘Sinner Takes 
All.’ 
‘College Holiday,’ at the State, to- 





be around $20,000, fair. The house 
goes to a Thursday opening tomor- 
row (4), which means that pictures 
in the future will not be moving in 
here overnight from the Capitol. The 
dual bill of ‘God’s Country and the 
Woman’ and ‘Holy Terror’ at the 
Palace may be aided somewhat by 
the Louis-Pastor fight films on pace 
for $9,000 or bit over. 

‘Good Earth’ reopened the Astor 
last night (Tues.) on a roadshow 
basis at a $2 top. 

Estimates for This Week ° 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Had its pre- 
miere last night (Tues.), 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 








‘Champagne’ Under Hopes in Boston, 


$24,500; Thin Man,’ 2 Spots, $42,000 








Boston, Feb. 2. 

‘After Thin Man,’ 
Orpheum and State is a solid sock 
and almost certainly a_ holdover. 
Next best action for the money is at 


the Par and Fenway, where a sec- | 


ond run of ‘One in a Million’ on dual 
bill with ‘Man of Affairs,’ first run, 
is packing ‘em in on the heels of a 
two-day personal of Sonja Henie at 
the Garden here. 





(3d wk). Clicks off oke $7,500 on | 
third session, following beaucoup | 
weeks of $19,500 and $13,500. Will | 
move out Thursday (4). 








15-25-40) — ‘Secret | 
Looks 


| 


In Distress’ (Col), dual. Nothing to | 


indicate this one will go over $10,- 
000 mark. if that: so-so. 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and 
At Large’ (Col), staried well, 
fell down to fair $10,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 15-25-40)— 
God's Country’ (WB) and ‘Once A 
Doctor’ (WB), dual. Another weak 


but 


‘ 


Last week, | 
‘Killer | 


| copied certain patents relating to mo- 


Sister; not likely to hit over $7,500, | 


fair. Last week ‘Smart Girls’ (U) 


WB Moves to Dismiss 





Warner Bros., the United Research 
Corp., and Albert Radke, inventor, 
on Friday (5) will ask the N. Y. Fed- 
eral Court to dismiss the suit brought 
by Virgil C. Crites, who seeks an| 
injunction to restrain the defendants | 
from using certain sound effects | 
which he claims he invented. 

Crites claims that Radke, while 
working as his assistant with the 
American Development Co. in 1916, 
tion picture sound effects and that} 
after Radke joined the United Re- 
search the company obtained patents 
on his ideas 


pic star. 

‘Rainbow on the River’ is blah 
and ‘Champagine Waltz’ is under ex- | 
pectations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000: 35-55-75 )— 
‘Flying Hostess’ (U) and ‘Mardi 
Gras’ unit on stage. No great shakes, 


aiming at about $20,000. Last week 
‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) and ‘Moulin 
Rouge Follies’ stage show hit medium 
$22.300. 

Fenway (M&P) (1.400: 25-35-40-50) 
—One in Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB), (let run), 
dual. It’s a hot combo at $8.000 gal- 
lop. $6.500 last week for ‘God's 
Country’ (WB) and ‘Mind Your Own 
Business’ (Par). dual, okay. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 25- 
35-55)—‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) 
Panned right and left by local crix 
and given the swerve by cash cu 
tomers: lucky to hit $12,000. poo: 
‘Great Guv’ (GN) slightly puny last 


week at $15.400, but okay on the net. | ( 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4300; 25-55 


single, at the | 


Miss Henie drew | 
about $30,000 in two performances of | 
an ice show built around the skating | 


(2nd run) | 


75)—‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and 
Ray Noble band on stage. Not big 
| but okay at $24,500. This is 


| Noble's second appearance here and, 
| although figured a help to a pale pic- 
j ture, his following has simmered 
| down somewhat within past year. 
| ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par), most touted 
film to play here in years because of 
; local angle and Hollywood trip for 
crix, was $27,800 last week. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 25-35-40- 
50)—*After Thin Man’ (MG). Shoot- 
ing for high $23,000 on strength of 
hefty matinee and evening trade at 
this downtown spot. Looks like cer- 


tain h.o. ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
; (Col), on holdover last week, satis- 
fied with $12,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.800: 25-30- 
50)—‘One In Million’ (20th) (2nd 
run) and ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) (first 
run), dual. Looks like a big $14.000 
‘God's Country’ (WB) and ‘Mind 
Own Business’ (Par). dual, pleased 


last with $10.500. 
Scollay (M&P) (2.700: 25-35-40-50) 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) 


week 


(2nd run) 
and ‘Case of the Black Cat’ (FN). 
first run, dual. Just fair $7.600. 
‘Stowaway’ (20th) (2nd run) and 
Plainsman’ (Par) (3rd run) turned 
in socko $9,709 last week. 

State (Loew) (3.300: 25-35-40-50) 
‘After Thin Man’ (MG). A winner 
here, promising big $19,000. Expected 
| to stay at least one more stanza. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Pennies from Heaven’ | 


C drizzled disappointingly lact 


week at $9,000 


gether with vaude, on six days will | 


ahead, ‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG) 
finished at $7.800, fair.- 

Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘You 
Only Live Once’ (UA). Opened 
Saturday (30) and off well. first week 
looking possible $30,000. House fig- 
uring a run of at least three weeks. 
Final (2d) week of ‘Men Are Not 
Gods’ (UA) $14,000, skimming 
through. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75)—Smart 
Girls’ (U) and stage show (2d week). 
Pushing its way last week to a 
mighty $59,800, picture together 
with stage show including Borrah 
Minevitch may nudge up to $50,000 
on its second stanza currently. Holds 
a third, ‘Head Over Heels in Love’ 
(GB) being next hefe 





| Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—‘Stolen 
Holiday’ (WB). Much more activ- 
| ity around this house than lately, 


maybe $27,000 the first week of the 
Kay Francis picture, which remains 
a second. Last week, second for 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) under $15,000, 
disappointing. 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘College 
Holiday’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude, 
This show goes six days on pace 
suggesting $20,000 for that period, 
with house moving to Thursday 
openings tomorrow (4). Last week 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) (2d 
run) and Benny Davis revue. $25,000, 
o. k. 


Indpls. Forgets Flood, B.O. 
Spurt; ‘Champagne,’ $5.560 


Indianapolis, Feb. 2. 

After staying at home for almost 
a week to listen to the radio broad- 
casts from the flood areas in the 
southern part of the state. the 
crowds apparently needed relaxation 
and forgetfulness and they sought it 
at the downtown houses over the 
week-end, with good results at the 
b.o.’s of the first-run spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave? (1,100; 25-40) 

—God’s Country’ (WB). Brent fea- 








| tured along with technicolor angle 
| Take is okay at $5,250. Last week 


holdover session of ‘One In Million’ 
(20th), very good $4,500. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800: 25-40)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par). Former stressed 
in campaign and responsible for 
good $6.500. Last week dual of ‘Man 
of Affairs’ (GB) and ‘Woman Alone’ 
(GB) was drab $3.800. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600: 25-40)— 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Counterfeit 
Lady’ (Col). Twin bill features for- 
mer picture and Jean Arthur. Gross 
moderately good at $5,750. Last 
week ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and 
‘Man Who Lived Twice’ (Col) fair 
at $5.000. 

Lyric 
‘Woman Wise’ 
Parade’ unit. 


(Olson) (2,000: 25-30-40)— 
(20th) and ‘Your Hit 
Latter’s title stressed 
heavily in ads. Results very good at 
$9.400. Last week ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB) and vaude $7.500. fair. 


Republic’s Ist Serial 


| Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Republic has set Ray Corrigan to 
star in its first rial of the new 
season, “The Painted Stallion.” 12- 
- | chapter picture dealing with western 
| wagor upply-train of pioneer 

time. : 

} ta Tavlor ind Allan Jame will 
co-direct from Hal E. Evarts’ Sat- 


evenost yarn 
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Pitt. Flood Scare Over, B.0.’s Rebound; 


Plainsman’ Secs 206; Legion’ Fair 126 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 


With the flood scare over and the 
tension generally eased, biz every- 
where is bouncing back as expected. 
For the first time in six months, flesh 
is out of a first-run situation, with 
Stanley dropping stage shows 


week for string of ‘A’ pix, but ex- 
pected to resume presentations by 
spring. 

First of WB ace site’s on-its-owns 
is ‘Black Legion,’ but doing on!y fair 
despite tremendous build-up and 
rave notices. That the femme angle, 
however, may be missed only in the 
key-city situations indicated by 


the fact that this one opened simul- 
taneously in several spots throughout 
tri-state district and in smaller towns 
has been doing record-breaking 
biz. In Johnstown, over week-end, 
‘Legion’ smashed through to two big- 
gest days WB has had there in some 
time. 

Smash of the week is ‘Plainsman’ 


at Penn, first Par offering to do 
standee biz since the second Mae 
Wester. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40).— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN). Cagney’s come- 
back after year’s absence may be 


big news elsewhere, but it’s doubtful 
if Pittsburgh ever knew he was away. 
Even in his hey-day with Warners, | 
star has never been particularly big 
around here. Prospects aren’t so hot 


and house will be lucky to clear 
$6,000, just fair. Last week, second 
for ‘One in Million’ (20th), a little 


better than that despite flood scare. 
giving Heine flicker pretty close to 
$20.000 on fortnight. | 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40). | 
—‘Crack-Up’ (20th) and ‘Accused’ | 
(UA). Lot of marquee power turn- | 
ing trick, and Sunday (31) was best 
house has all year with a dual. 
Should have no trouble collecting | 
$3,500. Last week ‘Love Letters’ (U) 
and ‘Can This Be Dixie’ (20th). be- 
hind the eight ball at $2,250. That 
was in six days, house having shut 
down for 24 hours to dry damp elec- 
trical equipment. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50).—‘Plainsman’ (Par). Smash of 
the: first water. Did better than 


$10.000 first three days and should 
have little difficulty snatching $20,000 
on week. It’s first out-and-out hit 
Par has registered on a first-run here 
in years. Last week ‘Allah’ (UA) in 
do“house at $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-35-50).— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB). Great build-up 
for this one as well as rave notiqges 
can't entirely overcome the hard sub- 
zane matter and lack of names: 
chances are it won’t go beyond 
$12.000, just fair. Bisewhire tar. 
ritory, however, flicker’s mopping up. 
Last week, ‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) | 
and Fats Waller’s band turned in| 
jim-dandy $17,000. despite fact house | 
was closed last Tuesday night and | 
weeneeny afternoon. 

arner (WB) (2,000: 25-40).— 
‘Make Way for Lady’ (RKO) and 
Mad Holiday’ (MG). Fifth avenue 
dualler has been coming along rap- 
idly in last few months. pushing up 
its average around $1,000 weekly and 
turning neat profit. Looks like $5,300 
or better for current stanza. That’s 





this | 





+ 
vv 
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Montreal B. 0.’s Slide 


Montreal, Feb. 2. 
First ski-able weather since No- 
vember nicking grosses. An all- 
new lineup of films currently 


lots of choice and plenty of comp 
t10n. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50) 
Wings of the Morn (20th-Brit). 
North American premiere here Fri- 
day (28) brought big crowd and pic 
hould do $6,000, good. Last week 


Not’ (Brit) and “Trapped 
(Brit), $4.500, fair. 


‘Forget Me 


in the Ai 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Straight 
from the Shoulder’ (Par). Looks 
like $8,000, good. Last week very 
good $10.000 on ‘One in a Million’ 
(20th). 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘3 Smart 


Girls’ (U) and. ‘Flying Hostess’ (U). 


| This may top town at $9,000. Last 
week, repeat of ‘The Plainsman’ 
(Par). good $6.000. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 60) 
‘Let’s Make a Million’ (Par) and 
vaude. Should be good for $11.000 
Last week the same on ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB) and vaude. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50) — ‘Be- 
| loved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Can This 
Be Dixie’ (RKO). Good $7,000. Last 
week, ...Girl fx Paris’ (RKO) and 
‘Jane Turner’ KO). $6,000. good. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50.—Club. de. Femmes’... (3¢ 
week). Expect $1,600 after fair $1,- 
800 last week. 

St. Denis (France Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Toi, c'est Moi’ and ‘Notre Dame 
d’Amour.’ Estimate is for $6,500, 
after an excellent $7.500 on ‘Michel 
Strogoff’ and ‘Ouverture a Paris’ 
last week. 


Buff. Nice to Al 
Pix But ‘Legion, 
$7,500 Only Fair 





Buffalo, Feb. 2. 
Current grosses are showing sub- 


stantial figures, although business 
seems to be fairly well divided 
among downtown houses. The Buf- 


falo, with ‘Waltz,’ and Jesse Craw- 
ford in person looks set for a nice 
anniversary week, with ‘Great Guy’ 


|at the Lafayette trailing not far be- 


hind. 

‘Black Legion’ at the Lake looks to 
get only average business. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 30-40-55 )— 
‘Champagne, Waltz’: (Par) and Jesse 
Crawford. ., Geoed,, $15,000 indicated. 
Last week. ‘Lloyd’s .(20th), nearly 





about $300 under last week’s ‘W 
Who Are About to Die’ (RKO) ond 
Smart Blonde’ (WB). 





B’KLYN LIKES ‘LEGION’ 


Fems Help to Good $19,000; ‘Mil- 
lion,’ Fite Pix, 20G 


Brooklyn, Feb. 2. 
Practically all houses in Boro Hall 
sector featuring socko flicker fare 
on screens. Biz heavy at RKO A\l- 
bee, where ‘One in Millior is draw- 
ing customers, and Fabian Para- 
mount, with ‘Plainsman’ now in sec- 
ond week. Fabian’s Fox also in 
. chips with ‘Black Legion,’ appar- 
ently pleasing both sexes here. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘One in 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th), plus Louis-Pastor fite pics. 
Wil: snare fine $20,000 nd h.o. Last 


week ‘Carnival in Flanders’ (Ind) 
and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), $15,000. 
okay. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Black Le- 
gion’ (WB) and ‘Once a_ Doctor’ 
(WB). Dual brightly exploited and 
looks to get excellent $19.000. Last 
week ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and 


‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). $17.000. good 
Metropolitan (2,400: 25-35-55)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) and ‘Under Cover 


Night’ (MG), plus Deanna Durbin | 
short. Latter getting heavy billing: 


heuse wil!! get peachy $16.000. 
week ‘After Thin Mar” (MG) 
weel:), $14,000, okay. 

Prramount (4,000: 25-35-55) 
*Pl-insman’ (Par) and ‘Let’s Make a 
Million’ (Par) (2d wk). Continues 
strone as ever and will bring in fine 
$20.000. Last week $29.000. 

Strerd (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘Man Be- 
traved’ (Ren) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col). Good $8,000. Last week 
‘Ccuntry Gentleman’ (Rep) and 


Last 


“Tundra’ (BT), $7,000, mild. 


(2d | 


$14,000, okay.., ; 

Century (Shea) — (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Rainbow of Rivet’ (RKO). Headed 
for fine $8.500. Last week ‘Sinner 
Take All’ (MG) and ‘Here Comes 
Carter’ (WB), average $7,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.600: 30-50) 
—Black Legion’ (WB). Nothing ex- 
| citing, with indications for $7.500, 
fair. Last week ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 


Benefits, FDR's Ball Pinch Cleve. Biz: 
Scandals’ Hynos ‘Woman to $25,500 


| (2d wk), held on for nice $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Doc- 
‘tor’s Diary’ Par, eng} pind Your 
Own Business’ tPar)!’ ‘May get $7,- 
090, average. Last week ‘Camille’ 
(MG) (2d run), average at $7,000. 

Lafayette tInd) (3,400; 25-35)— 
Great Guy’ (GN). Going strong to 
probably $11,000. Last week ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Mys- 
terious Crossing’ (U), bettered ex- 
pectations for fine $9,500. 


EVEN ‘ROMEO’ CAN'T 


AROUSE MINNE., $5,000. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 2. 
engagement of ‘Romeo 
Alvin at a $1.10 top 1 

loop event currently 

standpoint, it 
barn-burner by 
to a mild start, the 
film is unlikely to 


Roadshow 
and Juliet’ at 
lone important 
and, from a box-office 
doesn't stack up as a 
a long Off 
Shakespearean 
pick up much momentum 

‘Garden of Allah’ and ‘Champagne 
Waltz,’ at the Orpheum and Minne- 
ota, are receiving some 
but extremely moderate grosse 


shot 


attention 


ap- 


pear to be in prospect pretty much 
all along the line for another week, 
with ‘3 Smart Girls,’ in its fifth 


week, making the best comparative 
showing. Adverse weather condi- 
tions seem to be the main monkey 


wrench 
Estimates fer This Week 


Alvin (Steffes) (1.600; 55-83-$1.10) 
Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Twice- 
a-day id all seats reserved. Sched- 


uled LO a ngie week, despite 


heavy advertising outlay and fine 


in the box-office machinery. | 


exploitation. Will get around $5,000, 
fair, at best 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 

‘Old Hutch’ (MG) and ‘Smartest 
Girl in Town’ (RKO) (2d runs), 
split, and ‘Mysterious Crossing’ 
(20th) and ‘North of Nome’ (Col). 
dual first-runs, last three days of 
week. Pretty good $1.000 indicated 
sast week, ‘Reunion’ (20th) (2d 
run), and ‘Bengal Tiger’ (WB) and 
| ‘Man Who Lived Twice’ (Col), dual 
first-runs, spHt, $900, fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 
25-35-40 )}—‘Secretary’ (Col). Having | 
plenty tough sledding. Looks like | 
light $3.500. Last week, ‘Camille’ 
| (MG) (2d week), $4,200, light. 
Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,300; 20- 
| 25)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d run). 
| Pretty good $2,600 in prospect. Last 
| week, ‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th) and 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) (2d 
runs), split, $2.000, poor. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (2.890: 


| 25-35-55)—’Champagne Waltz’ (Par). 
| Heavily exploited and exciting some 
interest, though critics onlv luke- 
warm. May reach fair $8,500. 


Last | 


| week, ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA), $5.500. | 


poor. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
| 25-35-40 )—‘Allah’ (UA). Big adver- 
| tising and exploitation campaign, 


| but reviews only moderately favor- 


(WB). $8.000, good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-40 )}—‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) 
and ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG). dual. No 
cast names in either of these pic- 


tures to bring in customers, even 
when both are tossed together for 
ore price. Will be lucky to top 


light $2.500. Last week, ‘Career Wo- 
man’ (20th) and ‘King of Hockey’ 
(WB). dual, $2.000. bad. 


Tim Berget))y:(290; 15-25)—‘Pace 
That s’y¢In 2a week). Holding 
up faily well’and moderate $900 in- 





dicat Last ,.weak, $1,200. good. 

/ ei nl ¥ (1,200: 25-25)— 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col). First 
nabe showing and looks like very 
big $4,000. Last week, ‘Love on Run’ 
(MG), $3,000. okeh. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—Smart Girls’ (U) (5th week). Still 
| very much in the monev and en 
| route to fine $2.800. Last week, same 
| film. $3.000. big. 





Cleveland, Feb. 2. 


night, and President's Birthday Ball 
last Saturday (30), diverting plenty 


George White’s ‘Scandals’ is hyp- 
ing ‘Woman Alone’ to town’s top 
position at Palace, getting a corking 
$25.000 or better. Second 
‘Beloved Enemy,’ 
to $21.500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz) 
20-30-35 )—‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
and ‘Join Marines’ 
noticeable pick-up, $1.700 for four 
days, but leaving more to be desired. 
| Last week ‘Beloved Vagabond’ (Col) 
and ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) took an un- 
explainable toboggan, barely $1,000. 





(Col) 


Chevalier didn’t sell. 
Allen ‘RKO) (3.000; 25-40) 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). A come- 


Flood relief shows, with one every 


of money away from «theatre b. o.’s. | raves, 


best is | 
bulling State up| 


(1,200; | 
(Rep), dual. A} 


back for Lee Tracy, aided by favor- | 


| 

j able notices and star’s personal at 
| president's charity ball. Good $5,- 
| 000. Last week, ‘One in Million’ | 
(20th), in second stanza after shift 


cm 


from Hipp. did some fancy figure 
skating for big $7,500. 
Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 
‘Black Legion’ (WB). 
socko exploitation, plus 
yet not catching 
biz. Will do nice $17,000, but may 
go over that due to presence of six 
Warner stars in town doing charity 
personals. Last week ‘Lloyds of 


30-40 )— 
Backed by 
unanimous 


| 500 being only fair. 
| Palace ‘RKO) (3.200; 30-60)— 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and George 


n. s. g.. but ‘Scandals’ four-sheeted 
town enough to offset it. Certain 
of fine $25.500. disregarding warm 
weather and so-so attitude of cricks. 
Last week ‘Great Guy’ (GN) with 
Art Frank in ‘Riviera Follies,” was 
surprise, $18,000 being okay. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 35-40-55)— 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA). Smart 
build-up for 
magnet for gals. with mats 
rushed. Excellent $21.000. Last week 
| ‘Plainsman’ (Par) slowed down in 

mid-week because of flood competish 
in Ohio, but $17.500 was still forte. 


able and word-of-mouth comment | 
mixed. However, heading for good 
$8.700. Last week, ‘Light Brigade’ 








| ‘Luckiest Girl 





the femme | 


| second week, $4.800, 
London’ (20th) hurt slighily by drab | 
title and unconventional theme, $14.- | 


White’s ‘Scandals’ unit on stage. Pix | 


| Distress’ 


Going Places 





——=—=——==_ 


By Cecelia Ager 





Kay 


Francis’ Scenery 


Amongst the hordes of picture actresses entitled by their respective pub. 


licity departments ‘The Best Dressed Woman of the Screen,’ there i: 
Kay Francis, notable for her courage in accepting the title while ai 


- 
NJisg 


same time refusing to accede to the current standards for the form divine 


and make mountains out of molehills. 
her structural qualifications 


Miss Francis’ contentment with 


quite as 


they are has never been more apparent than in her latest picture, ‘Stolen 


Holiday.’ 


in their silhouette, but Miss Francis 


Actresses less honest might seek to disguise a lack of opulence 


makes this very lack a spectacular 


asset. cracking out with a series of low decolletages terrific in the t tory 
they reveal, since there is little to prevent it. Not only are her eve ng 
clothes slashed open to the waist in front; she’s also got a Hol cod 
interpretation of a peasant costume suitable for tramping in Sv 3 
with any hint of peasant propriety that might be contained in its aceor- 
dion-pleated print skirt promptly scotched by the sheer white l 
sleeved blouse likewise open to the waist in front. «A white fl s 
tucked in the belt whére diaphragm meets sk?frt, to empha = 
cence of the love idyll that’s going on while Miss Francis i e: { S 
ittle number. But if doubt as to its innocence persists, the a ice need 
only listen to the pretty little shrieks of ‘hoo!’ that interlard the 1 rousiv 
gay dialog during it, and ponder the significance of the two white doves 
that are flitting about. (Miss Francis gets only white doves and Ian Hun- 
ter for her -idyll in the country; Miss Garbo, up the street, gets cows, 
chickens, geese, sheep, a bridge over a pond, blossoms, and Robert Taylor.) 

The native costumes of Turkey and India inspire Orry-Kell, Miss 


Francis’ costume designer, qnite as they have preoccupied Alix and Rob- 


ert Piguet. Mr. Kelly goes to bat 


for draped: harem skirts, lame tissues 
Oriental swathed turbans as headdresses for evening clothes, 


With flowing 


draperies and veils appended that become part of the cost He 
endorses the Turkish fez. labors over it to lower its crown, ¢ cord 
fringe over the side in an adaptation of its traditional tassel, anc raps 
the same cord round the high neck of the dress accompanying it to prove 
he sees a costume whole and not in dribs and drabs. He sticks to the 
Orient even for Miss Francis’ wedding dress, wresting from it unique 
idea for a bridal veil, a cloak of white tulle caught under a white Hindu 
turban. Miss Francis carries a prayer book with this costume. 
Patriotic ‘French Casino Folies’ 
A noble patriotic fervor has overcome the ‘French Casino Folies,’ cov- 


ering its girls with national costumes of startling abundance, which turns 
out to be just as good a way of knocking off the folks from back home as 


ever uncovering them used to be. 
ing and very much more piquant. 


Besides which, today it’s far more dar- 


For it isn’t only the sweep of their patriotism that makes the entrepreneurs 


of the French Casino dress their girls with a prodigality to match. 
practicing 


with whole choruses now 


What 


the art of strip-tease in every 


burlesque show in town, they realize that stripping is no longer news, 


Not on $2.50 table d’hote. 


fox muff in the ‘French Casino 


And so even the girl who carries the 
Folies’ is 


white 


wearing a most conspicuous 


G-string, and the girl who is “The Ambassador of Great Britain’ in ‘The 
Nations Answer the Call of France’ has placed the three white plumes 
of the Prince of Wales at the focal point of hers; while Mile. Adalet, who 


in a less exalted environment would be a cooch dancer, is 


swathed in 


rhinestone mesh, and Una Wise, the pearl in the oyster in ‘A Drama at 
the Bottom of the Sea.’ is continuously bathed with magenta light and 
never gets up to leave her shell anyway. 


A static bared bosom occasionally 
but never, as in the olden days, 


is reached when the last sequin 


for climax. 
and the 


for build-up, 
show 
bead 


punctuates a tableau 
Climax in the current 


last feather and the last 


and the last wisp of gauze and the last scrap of tinsel have finally been 


(Continued on page 31) 


——— 








SNOW BURIES SEATTLE: 


‘WALTZ’ DUAL NICE 76 


Seattle, Feb. 2. 


Seven inches of snow closed the 
schools and is sloughing the b. o.’s. 

Following visit of Spyros Skouras 
and group of high Fox-West Coast 
officials, town’s lone single-billed ace 
house, Fifth Avenue, starts on daul 
policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42) ‘Camille’ (MG), moved from 
M. H., with ‘Along Came _ Love’ 
dropped, so _ it’s” single billed. 
Weather holding down Garbo-Tay- 
lor combo; $3,200 will be fair. Last 
week, ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) and 
(Par), dual, n. s. h. 
at $2,600. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) 
32)—‘Come Get It’ (UA) and ‘Re- 
union’ (2@th), dual. Snow slowing 
this down to $1,500; n. s. h. Last 
week, ‘Ziegfeld’ (MG), $2,900, fair. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—Coming Round Mountain’ (Rep) 
and ‘Too Tough to Kill’ (Col), dual. 


(1,800; 21- 


Combo drawing: good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Bulldog Edition’ (Rep) and 
‘Heart of West’ (Par), dual, split 


with ‘Television’ (Col) and “Tugboat 
Princess’ (Col), dual, big at $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (2,400; 27-37-42)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Sin- 
ner Take All’ (MGM), dual. Mark- 
ing new policy at the town’s lone 
holdout for singletons combo draw- 
ing $7,000, good considering weather 
handicaps. Last week, ‘Smart Girls’ 
(U) and ‘Tundra’ (Ind), 5 days of 
nice. 
(1,900; 27-37-42) 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Woman in 
(Col), dual. Expect okay; 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Allah’ (UA) (2d 
wk), six days, $4,400, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 


Liberty (J-vH) 





42)—One _ jin’ Million’ (20th) (5th 
wk). Still holding up: $3.800, good. | 
Last week, same film. big at $4.800. | 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.300; 27- 
37-42)—‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and 
‘Night Waitress’ (RKO), dual. Very 
| poor, $2,700 indicated. Last week, 
‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Along Came 


; | Love’ 
Oberon-Aherne team a | 
being | 


(Par) dual. got $6.800. big. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.700: 27-37) 
‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) and ‘Laugh- 

ing at Trouble’ (20th) dual. 

vaude. Only fair at $5.000 
week, ‘One Way Passage’ 

‘White Legion’ (GN), 


Last 


dual, 


with | 


vaude, Eddie Peabody headlining, 
responsible for okay $5,200. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.450; 16-27- 
37)—‘Love on Ice’ (WB) renamed 
from ‘King of Hockey,’ and vaude, 
Major Bowes unit, doing big $5 000 
and holding over. Last week, ‘Lady 
from Nowhere’ (Col) and vaude, 
$3,300, slow. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
27-37-42) —Winterset’ (RKO) and 
‘Woman Wise’ (20th), dual, looks 


like $5,800, big. Last week. ‘Great 
Guy’ (GN) and ‘Under Your Skull 
(20th) dual, $4,800, fair. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-32)— 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Don’t Turn ‘Em 


Loose’ (RKO), dual. Only slow 
$2,000 in sight. Last week. ‘3 Men 


on Horse’ (WB) and ‘Magnificent 
Brute’ (U), dual, $2,300, slow. 


PLOUGH’-‘B’WAY JRS.’ 
SOCK $16,000, BALTO 


Baltimore. Feb. 2. 
In the van this week is the vaud- 
film Hipp again, with ‘Plough and 
Stars’ and unit ‘Broadway Juniors 
holding rapt attention. Pic pulling 
most stoutly, but stage-show tugging, 
too. Elegant $16,000 in offing. _ 
Stanley very stocky with ‘Chame 
pagne Waltz’ gliding up to $9.000. 
Estimates for This Weck 


Century (Loew-UA) (3.000; 15-25- 
35-40-55).—Camille’ (MG) (2d wk). 
Shouldn't have held over: gunwales 
shipping red wash at $6.700. Last 
week very swell at $13.800. but 
wavering windup tipped off h.o. pos- 
sibilities. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.300: 
15-25-35-40-55-66).— ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Broadway Ju- 


niors’ unit on stage. Dandy $16,000; 
major magnetizing credited to cellu- 


loid with flesh added fattening. Last 
week close to $18,000. wow. 10F 
‘More Than Sec’ (Col) and N.T.G. 
revue on stage. 7 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.500: 195- 
25-30-35-40-55).—‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(UA). Opened last night ‘Moen)?. 
Last week second stanza of ‘S rt 
Girls’ (U)- shortened to 1X 
snatching solid $4,500 

New (Mechanic) (1.400: 15-25-30- 
40-55).—Lloyds’ (20th) (2d vik). 
Stalwart $3.000. Last sessio! ! j 
| $5.000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450: 15-25-25-40- 
| 55).—’Champagne Waltz’ (Par) : 
$9,000. _Last week ‘Drummo! 5° 


(WB) and | 
with | capes’ (Par) deep in ditch at $2,40" 
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Deri Distrius Get a Break 


Down Under on Anzac Quota Law. 





Sydney, Feb. 2. 


American film companies got a 


+ 


| 


| 
distinct break last week when th?) 


New South Wales State Cabinet was 
called into special session to dis* 
film matters and decided to be kind 
to distribs. Decision, amounting to a 
pleasant bombshell, was to the effect 
that the Australian government has 
no present intention of forcing U.S 
distribs to produce films he-e and 
that there would be no penalty for 
such American or other distribs who 
failed to comply with the quota law 
during the past year. 

Gov + ¥ nment has, howeve - re- 
quested a conference in the near 
future between officials and the 
Film Advisory Board (distribs) to 
figure things out more clearly and 
get distinct rulings in well-ccfined 


Iss 


language as to the present (1957) 
year. 
Difficulties come from the fact 


that the quota law here is somewhat 


ambiguous. Law states that distribs 
must handle a certain amount ol 
local-made product. Wording is that 


the distribs must ‘acquire’ a certain 
number of pictures for distribution 
However, there were 
pictures made locally to fill the 
quota demands. Americans ducked 
by saying that they cannot ‘acquire 
pictur when there are none. C 
lumbia produced one film here in 
conjunction with a local producer 
but the other U. S. majors preferred 
to argue about the meaning of the 
law’s language. Such local pictures 
as were made, however, 
up. 

Some officials here held that the 
word ‘acquire’ quite obviously meant 
that distribs must produce if they 
can’t purchase. It was around this 
argument that the battle started and 
Americans, though somewhat fearful 
of results, stood pat. With, now, a 
pleasant victory. 


WOCLF-U BUY IN 
ON 15 CINEMAS 


>. an 





London, Jan. 24. 

G. C. F. Corp., 
of the C. M. Woolf-Universal set-up, 
has completed a deal giving it half 
interest 


in a circuit of theatres 


pean country 


; Concern would hope for an outlet in | 


insufl ‘cient | 


were picked | 





ANGLO-HUNGARIAN PIC CO. 





Lord Hastinzs Considering New 
Preduction Setup 
London, Jan. 24. 
Lord Hastings, interested in mo- 


tion pictures through 
called Flickers, Ltd.., 
thumb books of 
photographs, is Hungary 
with plans for an Anglo-Hunygarian 
motion picture tie-up. 

Icea is to get 
ural scenery of 


a concern 
which produces 
continuous 
visiting 


action 


advantage frum nat- 

the Central Euro- 
in pictures shot on the 
spot for international distribution. 
America as well as in Great Britain. 

Flickers, Lid., is reported to have 
backed F. W. Murnau and Reoebert 
Flaherty when they ppaeuees ‘Tabu.’ 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


AND MINOR PAY | 
IN REICH 


Berlin, Jan. 24. 
Out of about 4,000 actors belonging | 
to the State Actors Ass’n, only about 


2,000 found employment in the past 
| two years. 


Supposing $37.50 monthly 
to be a bare minimum for existence, 
out of these 2,000 actors not even 
200 reached that figure. 


Two other ways of earning money, 


stage and air, present no better 
chances. Out of 867 extras regis- 
tered with the film exchange not 
even 100 earned as much as $37.50 
per month. Only 290 men managed 


to get up to $19 and only 270 women 
were able to draw $7.50 per month. 
Altogether 


1,134 performers got 
over $1,000 yearly. Number of 
actors getting bigger salaries natu- 


| 


| actor, 


financing associate | 


in | 


Wales and the West of England, ag- | 


Zregate value of which is put at 
$2,500,000. 

Fifteen theatres are involved in 
the deal, with G. C. F. taking a half 


share in the various operating 
Panies controlling them. 

Board of the G. C. F. unit con- 
ists of Lord Portal, J. Arthur Rank, 
Lord Luke, Paul Lindenburg and L. 
W. Farrow, and it is aiming at build- 
ing a national circuit as an outlet 
for the Universal-General Films run 
of American and British product. 


com- 


J. Arthur Rank. who recently re- 
Signed his directorship of British 
National Films, Ltd., has disposed of 
his interest in that company. 

Rank’s decision to terminate his 
association with British National 
Films does not in any way affect his 


Other interests in the film 
He is a director of General Cinema 
Finance Corp., General Film Dis- 
tributors and Universal Corp. and is 
chairman of Pinewood Studios. 


ITALIANS PLAN FILM 
ON SAINT CATHFP INE 


industry. 


Rome, Jan. 22. 
of Saint Cathe- 


discussion, 


Film 
rine, 


to reality; a production 
company has been formed and once 
the preliminary work is over. work 
On film is to start. 

Great question seems to be that 
of a leading lady, as lack of stars 


on the life 
long under 


become a 


is now 


especially of feminine stars—in 
Italian filmdom is acute. 

Giovanni Papini is author of the 
scenario, and Jules Duvivier, French- 
man, who directed ‘Golgotha’ and 
other films on religious subjects, is 
now in rome to discuss details 
Story will stress the spiritual quali- 
ties of Saint Catherine against a 
background of violence. bloodshed 


and political intrigue. 


rally decreases with the increase in 


monetary ciphers until the maximum | 
salary possible in Germany for an 
25,000 yearly, is reached. 
This falls to the lot of only 15 actors. | 


MEXICO’S CLASA FILM 


C0. F OLDS SUDDENLY 





Mexico City, Feb. 2. 
Blow to the Mexican film produc- 
tion industry is the liquidation of 


Cinematografica Latino Americana. | 


S. A. (CLASA), which got off to a 
fine start on an international 
in 1935. Company was only able to 


| finish and release one of the 12 fea- 


| bia 


tures it planned, 
Pancho Villa’ 
Villa’). 
ing in Mexico 
producer. 
Settlement 
several 


Con 


*‘Vamonos 


for C.E.L.F., Spanish 
of pay claims totaling 
thousand dollars filed by 
players and other employees is being 
arranged 


Mareon Sets Rio Deal 
For Columbia ’37 Pix 


Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 15. 
C. C. Margon, gen. dir. of Colum- 
in South America, has left for 
Buenos Aires after closing a deal 

with the De Castro theatre chain. 
Consists of the Plaza, first-run, 
eight nabes, 
Columbia °37 


and takes in the entire 
iteiaaetia 


Jessie ileal Next 


London, Jan. 24. 
Jessie Matthews’ next film for 
G. B. will be ‘Gang Way,’ which she 


starts on return from her convales- 
cent trip to Rio de Janeiro. 


Company has gone into production | 


with ‘Non Stop New York.’ story of 


(‘Let’s Go With Pancho | 
Enterprise did some releas- | 





and | 


racketeers and detectives on a trans- | 


atlantic air liner. Oscar Homolka. 
John Loder. Desmond Tester. Anna 
Lee and Lilli Palmer are cast. with 
Robert Stevenson meeging 


New Mexican 4,500 Seater 
Mexico City, Feb. 2 


Cla 


nabe is nearing completion 
yn the fringe of the downtown area 
which will seat 4,500. 


Is to be called the Cine Alhambra. 


Stafford’s Quartet 


London, 
Premier Stafford Prods., Ltd.. an- 
| nounces that four big scale features 
| are set for production in early 1937 
These will be ‘The Man with Two 
Faces, adapted from a Hungarian 
play by Rudolph Lothar; ‘Tradition.’ 
which is being made in cooperation 
with His Maijesiy’s Brigade of 
Guards; ‘Backs to the Wall.’ 
based upon Field Marshall 
order to the British Army 
Precious Stream,’ from 
| play. 


Jan. 24. 






Haig’s 





the stage 


Simultareous Preems, 
For ‘Pastures’ in S. A. 
To Aveid Kickbac'is 


Rio de Janeiro, 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB) probably 
| faced the most formidable hurcle of 
its career when shipped to ultra- 
religious South American countries 
Brazilian censors held it in quaran- 
tine for months. 
First it was not 
legious grounds. 
kept insisting i 
eventually. 


Jan. 10 


sacri- 
here 
passed 


passed on 
WB officials 
t would be 
Picture finally 
| of approval but, not taking any 
chances on repercussions, such as 
| occurred in Encland, WB is attempt- 
| ing to release it simu!taneously 
beg woe South America. 
Paradoxically, although 
to on the grourds it 
| the picture 
Easter 


objected 
is sacriletious, 
will have its debut 
Week. In Brazil it will 
shown simultaneously at the Al- 
hambra in Rio, and in 
| houses in Porto Alegre, Santos, 
| Sao Paulo. 

| Arthur Abeles, 
Foto America, 
Buenos Aires, where he will try to 
| put over the same deal in Chile and | 
the Argentine. 





UNION’S NET PROFIT 
UPPED BY $1,500,009, 


London, 24. 


issued to shareholders of 
Cinemas, new consolidated 
unit in which all 
been merged, declares net profit of 
| the group will be about $1.500.000 
| more than originally estimated by 
|} David Bernhard, chairman, at the 
| peoent annual ineeting. 

New 
profits is given as $2,186,150. 
at that, the statement declares, 
profits have not covered the full op- 
erating year of all the theatres in 
which the b.amgeny is interested. 


Goetz Grabs Three More 
G-B Production Names 


London, Jan. 24. 

Ben Goetz has taken three more 
production names from Gaumont- 
British to join Michael Balcon 
Metro’s new British set-up. Angus 
McPhail becomes scenario editor, H. 
G. Boxall 
and S.C. Balcon (brother of Michael) 
associate producer. 


Jan. 
Circular 
Union 


scale | 





. and ‘Lady | 


sot stamp | 


on | 
bes 


first-run | 
and | 


| 


a story | 





Forst, Jannings and Grundgens 


Named to Tolis 


Board in Reich 


As First Step in Int'l Shakeup 





Mme. Stavisky Set | 
In French Picture 


Paris, Jan. 26. 

Stavisky, widow of the 
notorious swindler, and whom Clif- 
ford C. Fischer took to New York as 
in attraction for his French Casino, 


Arlette 


has made a break for a place in 
French cinema. 

Jules Berry, pop screen actor here, 
made it possible for her to appear 
in the last scenes of ‘Arsene Lupin,’ 
| picture he is making under the di- 
rection of Henri Diament-Berger 

Berry asked the director if a 





gen. dir. for WB in | 
has just left Rio for | 


| 


subsidiaries have | 


|chairman, and the 


friend of his could appear as an ex- 
tra in these scenes, not mentioning | 
any names. When the extra ap- 
neared on the set she turned out to 
be Mme. Stavisky. Berger is now 
so satisfied with the developed film 
that he has decided to incorporate 
the scenes in which Madame 
Stavisky appears in the picture. 





EXHIB - DISTRIB 
TRUCE SEEN 
IN ENGLAND 


London, 

British exhibitors have scrapped 
their plan to demand Government 
intervention in motion picture busi- 
ness, bearing out recommendations 
of the Quota Report. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Ass’n 
has turned down proposals for a 
state controlled panel, but instead 
now urges a trade commission re- 
sponsible to the Board of Trade. 
which can enforce decisions made 
by the former body. 

Plan is to set up a trade commit- 
tee representing exhibs, distributors 
and producers, with an independent 
distribs, through 
the Kinematograph Renters Society, 


Jan. 17. 


| will be asked to support such a plan. 


estimate of the consolidated | 
Even | 





administration assistant. | 


Metro is still weighing studio pos- | 





Czech Studio Ties Up 


in | 


xy Reh 
ciple, still resists the proposal to 
give the government powers of en- 
forcing the committee’s rulings, with 
the C. E. A. declaring that, unless | 
some such compulsion is agreed on, | 
there would be no possibility of 
making the decisions operative. 

C. E. A. is certainly more concilia- | 
tory than heretofore: it now sees 
hopes of collaborating with the 


| K. R. S.—a great victory for trade 


commonsense, if and when. 





Talent, to Keep It Away 
From Competing Lots 


| Hungary 


| impending 


supporting such a prin-| 


Berlin, Jan. 24 
several months rumors of an 
revolutionary change in 
Tobis were making the round, but 
just what this change was to be re- 
mained idle guessing until learned 


For 


here that Willi Forst. Emil Jannings 
and Gustaf Grundzens had been 
elected members of the Tobis Board 
of Directors, with Director Fritz 
Mainz. Dr. Ernest Scheffler and Sen- 
ator Sigmund Jung completing the 
roster. Within this board Forst 
Jannings and Gruneens ere to form 


an advisory committee which is to 
work hand in hend with the various 
business heads on matters of produc- 
tion and the shaping of their artis- 
tic style. 

At the same time Tobis also 
centralize the distribution of Eu- 
ropa, Rota and Syndikat Films un- 
der one head and further has foun- 
ded a denartment which is to con- 
trol the various individual produc- 
tion units of these three producing 
units. Different dramcturgical de- 
partments are now focussed in one 
ingle group and, additionally, a cast- 
ing denartment has been up 
which to supply the complete Tobis 
production. 

Of the three new heads, only Willi 
Forst belongs exclusively to films. 
His recent meteor-like rise from 
star-actor to star-director puts him 
in the first line and, beint Viennese, 
his almost exclusive domain will be 
Tobis-Sascha, Vienna, where he will 


will 


set 


| also continue to direct. 


Jannings 
Emil Jannings, though one of the 


old-timers from silent days, has see- 
sawed considerably since talkers 
came in and only recently was 


{named a member of the Cultural 


| Senate. Up to now his name has not 
officially appeared on any directors’ 
list, though it is announced that he 
will try his hand at it. 
Gustaf Grundgens has been on the 
Berlin stage for nearly a decade and, 
(Continued on page 64) 


TOBIS SHUTS 
VIENNA LOTS 


Vienna, Jan. 22. 


Producers having finished their 
respective pictures, Tobis’ Rosenhue- 


| gel and Sievering studios have closed 


down for an indefinite period. With 
the shuttering, over 100 studio hands 
have become unemployed, but there 
hope that producers will start 
work again within a short time 
Trade figures that Tobis’ studios 
could be used for 14 films anrually 
for German exports on the trade 


is 


| agreement, but it is doubted whether 


will be reached in 1957. 
are that Tobis studios are 
more expensive than those in 


and Czechcslovakia and 


this figure 
Reasons 
50% 


Prague, Jan. 22. that governments of latter two coun- 
sibilities, with no decision taken yet To offset the competition of two tries offer added concessions to pro- 
as to where the unit will be located. | new studios, the Foia in Prague-. ducers. 

New Pinewood is the likeliest bet | Radlice and the Host in Prague- Strict censorship in Austria, 
however. Hostivar, the A-B studios has tied which frequently results in com- 
Goetz declares the unit will be in| up several of the country’s leading | plete taboos, or fancy scissoings 
production in two months, with | players, installed new equipment on | and makes films hard to sell outside, 
‘Rage in Heaven’ and “The Wind and | its own properties and lowered its is another of the handicaps that con- 
the Rain’ first to go. Stars from the | rentals. front the local studios. 
| Culver City roster will be shipped Actors and actresses of the inde- E. W. Emo is skedded to work here 
here for leads in each. pendent producers have been tied on ‘Happy Marriage’ with Hortense 
_—— up during the last month to prevent | Raky, Wolf Albach-Retty, Helly 
Ist on Tinter = ee ae pois Pitt and Leo Slezak, with music by 
. ‘ s. ngage- Anton Profess. Rudolf Forster also 
Mexico City, Feb. 2. ment of the artists by A-B is in- | plans a Paula Wessely film, ‘The Big 
First Mexican-made film in colors 0 gal sagem sec sg a pro- | Mistakes in Life,’ by Marianna An- 
; _ {ducers using its studios also, of | gern. 
- a bay Sis aa to ~— course, keeping them from working —_---—_—- ——— 
rade. It is ‘Novillero’ (“Novice Bull} fo e opposition. . 
Fighter’), based on a pop song of ' ae ae poe period actors. New Mexican Censors 
the same name. et al.. are permitted to take foreign Mexico City, Feb. 2. 
Features Lorenzo Garza, ranking | employment, but will not be allowed Film censorship has been put in 
Mexican matador. Produced by Rob-| to enter any native activity other charge of the new Federal publicity 
jert A. Morales, pewest local pic-| than that controlled by A-B. and publications department, which 
making enterprise Up unto the time that the two | does the job gratis. 
- new studios were built A-B was the Department is conducting parleys 
; only one operating here. with native producers to get an idea 
BILL FAIR’S U. S. VISIT os 2 - | of their ideas about improving the 
William Fair, until two years ago Goldman’s Col. In P. L. jindustry. 
general manager for United Artist Edmund Goldman has been named : ‘ 
in South America, and since that; branch manager of the newly opened Edward L. Klein Sails Back 
time distributor of machinery for | office of Columbia Pictures in Lu- Having marketed several British 
beauty parlors, is coming to N. Y. to | zon, Philippine Islands. He formerly | films over here, Edward L. Klein 
ee old film friends around March 1.) was at Shangt sailed for London Friday (28). 
Fair socated in Rio de Janeiro New branch in Philippines will be Klein is taking back with him to 
after retiring from the UA post. He| known is Columbia Pictures yf | London several American indie 
then det ided t 0 go into the beaut biz. | Philippin Inc. ‘films for British marketing. 
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“A stirring, eloquent and profoumiy humorous screen 
transcription of Sean O’Casey’s ‘The Plough and the 
Stars’ has come to the Music Hall. The work has been 

fashioned by the brilliant craftsmen who made ‘The 
Informer.’ Once more they have created a notable and 


beautiful photoplay.’’ —WN. Y. Herald Tribune 


“High above the average motion picture and should be 
marked ‘Must.’... The drama is exciting in its dramatic 
movement, grim in its intention and relieved by lusty, 
virile comedy ... The acting is superb.”’ 


—WN. Y. Daily News 


‘Romance, robust humor and emotion all play a partin 4 
Secn O’Casey’s ‘The Plough and the Stars’. . . It is splen- 
didly acted.”’ —N. Y. Daily Mirror 


““Correctly has Maxwell Anderson referred to ‘The Plough 
and the Stars’ as ‘the greatest play of the Twentieth 
Century.’ Now, with courage, imagination and a sublime 
faith in the picture-going public, RKO has transferred 
the Sean O’Casey masterpiece from stage to screen...A 
meritorious melodrama.” —N. Y. American 


“That same quartet ... which a little more than a year 
ago gave the worid that mercilessly bitter and burning 
film, ‘The Informer’, has done it again... An entertain- 
ing, stinging, beautifully acted version of Sean O’Casey’s 
powerfully realistic, ironically humorous play.” 

—WN. Y. World-Telegram 





Directed by JOHN FORD 


Associate Producers 


CLIFF REID. and ROBERT SISK 
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“Draws from the deep well of Irish visience and humor 4A picture in the better mold of ‘The Informer’. . . a dour, 
rt an exciting tale of the Irish Rebellion of 1916... Itis a grim, relentless picture of Ireland . . . with its dreams in | 
splendid production of the play . . . It has the Irish Abbey the stars and its hopes in the mire.’’ —Liberty 
players, who are too wonderful for words.”’ 
reen —WN. Y. Post “A production of outstanding artistic, literary, educa- 
the tional, and social value.’’ —Scholastic Magazine 
bien “A distinguished production, directed and photographed 
‘The ; with the same care that made ‘The Informer’ one of last “Will probably head some of those debatable ‘ten best’ : 
and year’s memorable films.” —N. Y. Sun that we annually have with us ... It contains all the ele- 
une ments that make a great picture ... You really must 
‘Few if any directors can give greater breadth to an his- see it.”’ — Park Avenue Social Review 
torical narrative or more splendid scope to the camera 
d be than Mr. Ford, who in this film, as in ‘The Informer,’ 
atic utilizes the background of Irish rebeilion with excellent 
isty, dramatic and pictorial effect.”’ 
| — Brookiyn Daily Eagle THE TRADE PAPER EXPERTS: 
ews 
‘“‘An eloquent production whose cry is not ‘Up with the 
él | Rebels!’ but “‘men must fight and women weep.’ . . . It is “A signal success ... Pictorially a masterpiece ... wide- 
wae a gripping, tense and lusty melodrama.” spread approval aroused for ‘The Informer’ gives this one | 
wedi —Brooklyn Times Union a-head start...Iitissuperb.””. —Hollywood Reporter 
‘“‘RKO Radio adds another fine picture to its laurels... 
ough A fit companion to ‘The Informer’ .. . Will probably be 
tieth more popular.’’ —Hollywood Variety 
a TH E NA TI ON AL M A G A Z IN E S : ““Artistically produced and capably acted .. . Distinctive 
a class entertainment.’’ —Motion Picture Daily 
ican “A dark and ferociously exciting melodrama, well worthy “Splendidly acted and directed ... Will exert a powerful ; 
of comparison with Director Ford’s 1935 contribution to effect.” —Film Daily 
year the same subject, ‘The Informer’. ”’ —Time bi 
ning “Exceptionally well produced, acted and directed... Tells fl 
anal “A valuable, important item in scree fare.”’ a human interest love story . . . Will receive highly favor- 
ey’s —Literary Digest able notices.”’ —Motion Picture Herald | 
“A distinguished and stirring film.”’ — News-Week “Unquestionably a film triumph.”’ —Box Office : | 
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PROFITS BUILD ON PRESTIGE AS RAVE NOTICES IN- | 
i CREASE BUSINESS AT RADI ITY MUSIC HALL AND ; 
IN DOZENS OF OTHER CITIES ALL OVER AMERICA! 
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YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE 


United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
production. Stars Sylvia Sidney, Henry | 
Fonda Features Barton MacLane, Jean | 
Dixon, William Gargan, Charles ‘Chic’ 
Sale. Directed by Fritz Lang. Original | 
story, Gene Towne, Graham Baker: camera, 
Leon Shamroy. At Rivoli N. Y., com- 
mencecing Jan. 30, ‘S37. Running time, & | 
mins. | 
agoan Oralial..<sscccecawesces Svivia Sidney 
Badie Taylor. «..ccececsecnsess Henry Fonda | 
Stephen Whitney.........-. Barton MacLane | 
Bonnie Graham... ..ccccesescee: Jean Dixon | 
Father Dolan... .ccccscess> William Gargan | 
MDECE on cin Bip 6.0.4 65 on ..Warren Hymer | 
OO ra Sey te ee Charles ‘Chic’ Sale | 
PGROD 2 a eseengee ssics Margaret Hamilton | 
EEE. iv ceeevecewed bee Guinn Williams | 
aa” MESS, aaa s ob vee 0 9,6% .... Jerome Cowan | 
Warden see. Vhs owed rweey ..John Wray | 
District Attorney....ccccees Jonathan Hale 
Guard Verret Te. rete Ward Bond | 
POON 6s wet ccccences Wad Botelier 
Kozderonas Ree PP Henry Taylor 
Girl Stenog phe ‘ Jean Stoddard | 


Mes sel ‘ : ...-Ben Hall 


Fritz Lang has followed up his 
‘Fury’ with another wallop. “You 
Only Live Once’ is Walter Wanger’s 


first Under the United Artists banner 
and the bow is an auspicious one 
Added to the combination of good 


direction, strong scripting and an ar- 
resting production, there is strength 


in the Sylvia Sidney and Henry 
Fonda combo. Their screen stature 
is perceptibly upped by the per- 


formances they give in this one. 
Narrative is full of stark and bit- 
ter moments, but these bite no more 
deeply than deftly wrought scenes 
of tenderness. Though Lang plies 
the caustic liberally the film derives 
its strongest appeal from the roman- 


tic sequences. The seif-sacrificing 
love of the girl for the ex-convict | 


reaches a high level of heart-tugging 
during their flight as fugitives from 
the law. Treatment of this flight 
stacks up as memorable stuff and is 
crack sales ammunition for the 
femme element. ve 

Pacing of the picture allows no | 


room for fault finding. It moves | 
fast and only slows down, as it 


should, when dealing with the few 
moments of domestic bliss that the 


couple can snatch. One _ incident 
which will likely cause eyebrow 
lifting among _ adults, especially 
women, but still reaps plenty in 
sentiment, involves the birth of a 
child to the girl. The event, obvi- 
ously without medical attendance, 


takes place in an abandoned shack. 


Lang’s penchant for mob scenes 
receives indulgence in only one 


sequence staged outside the court- 
house after Fonda has been found 
guilty of causing the death of six 
men in a holdup. On the spectacu- 
lar side are the gas bombing of 
money-truck guards in a one-man 
robbery, the guile used by Fonda in 
getting out of the deathheuse, and 
the bartering which goes on between 
the escaped convict and the warden 
just inside the prison gates. This 
last episode is given dramatic 
emphasis when during this bargain- 
ing for the life of the prison-surgeon, 
whom the armed Fonda has in tow, 
the warden recéives word that Fonda 
has been cleared and pardoned. In 
his staté of mind Fonda scorns this 
information and shoots’ down the 
rpm chaplain (ably played by 
illiam. Gargan) when the latter un- 
dertakes to show him the report is 
correct. 
~* Film contains little humor but that 
doesn’t militate against the enter- 
tainment value. What laughs are 
present are effectively interpolated 
by the late Chic Sale as a tavern 
keeper with a yen for following the 
crime mags, Warren Hymer, as a 
punchdrunk trusty who helps effect 
Fonda’s break, and Henry Taylor in 
a Greek bit. 


| of the fighting forces in Dublin. 
| has 


| lives. 





Fonda follows through brilliantly 
in showing the morale degeneration 
of a three-time con condemned to 
death for a crime he did not commit. 
Miss Sidney likewise counts strongly. 
Turning in telling support are Bar- 
ton MacLane, as the public defender, 
who, despite his love for Miss Sid- 
ney, befriends Fonda, and Jean 
Dixon, as Miss Sidney's critical but 
loyal sister. 

The film’s ending has both Fonda 
and Miss Sidney shot down by pur- 
suers. It is a logical, if not con- 
ventional conclusion. Odec. 


The Plough and The Stars 


RKO-Radio release of Cliff Reid and Bob 
Sisk production. Stars Barbara Stanwyck 
and Preston Foster; features Una O'Connor. 
Adapted by Dudley Nichols from play of 
Same nome by Sean O'Casey. Directed by 
John Ford, assisted by Arthur Shields. 
Musical score, Roy Webb; camera, Joseph 
August. At Radio City Music Hall, N. Big 
week Jan. 28, 37. Running time, 67 mins. 





Nora Clitheroe.......... Barbara Stanwyck 
Sack CUthETOS. 6. cccccccceds Preston Foster 
| SSR Pe Aen Barry Fitzgerald 
> Se Seer eee Denis O'Dea 
Bessie Burgess...... Raesas soa Eileen Crowe 
SES PES F. J. McCormick 
EE Ss shwn ewenaie tcatss cod Arthur Shields 
Mrs. Gogan..... Pe eee Una O'Connor 
Gen. Connolly................Moroni Olsen 
nn. 5 4s 6 damn’ s seeeresessd, M, Kerrigan 
Mollser ...... ee Bonita Granville 
Rosie ..... bebsst.ocee sits Erin O' Brien-Moore 


DD ca th@een eb eessscces Neil Fitzgerald 
cp Rav ag <a00% «i600 Robert Homans 
SER TOS Or ere Wesley Barry 


Some of the Abbey Theatre play- 
ers, from Dublin, in Sean O’Casey’s 
play which has been made into a 
film via John Ford, the director of 
‘The Informer.’ Skilfully made but 
not impressive as a money entry. 

Story is an account of the Trish 
rebellion in 1916, a sanguinary out- 
burst which failed of its purpose be- 
cause the people were divided in 
allegiance, many Irish at the time 
fighting in France. It depicts the 
Irish character in. various shadings 


‘ ‘wef comedy, tragedy, sacrifice, selfish- 


a" “ _“Mess and stupidity. The critical select 


will attend and applaud. And that’s 
about where it belongs; in a sure- 
seater for a run. 

So many changes have been made 
in adapting this O’Casey play to the 
screen that the tragic original has 


| been modified into a romantic melo- | 
|}drama. Primarily the screen version 


is a woman’s starring picture calling 
for an actress of considerable more 
gifts than Barbara Stanwyck here 
indicates she possesses. The altered 
story is the familiar theme that the 
men do the fighting and the women 
the weeping. 


The opening shows the struggle 
and grief in a young bride’s heart 


when her husband is selected by the 
citizen army to be the commandant 
She 
no interest in the uprising to 
free Ireland. Her world is her home. 
She has no pride in the groom’s 
military honors—only a terrorizing 
fear that he will be killed. She does 
everything to dissuade him from 
battle, but he to his troops, 
fights gallantly and escapes a sniper’s 
death at the finish by returning over 


voes 


housetops to his own flat and 
masquerading as a non-combatant 
All of which puts it up to the 
| spectator whether to sympathize 


with the wife or line up on the side 
of the youths who sacrifice their 
Audiences have been trained 
to go along with martial music. And 
these Irish boys are good looking, 
earnest and sincere. They take a 
tough licking but they’re not quit- 
ters. Sympathy therefore is with the 
lat‘s. which is one of the reasons 
Miss Stanwyck has such a hard time 
holding up her end of the story. 
In between there is humor and 
amusing characterization. Barry Fitz- 
gerald has a joyful time in the role 
of Fluther, an Irish braggart, ready 
to back up any argument with his 


‘fists. “He is teamed with J. M. Ker- 


rigan who is up to his usual high 


| standard. 


Ford has a particular flair for this 
type of story, and he gets over all 
comedy points. The scenes of the 
siege and recapture of the postoffice 
are exciting, realistic and tense. The 
escape of the remnant of the army 
over house tops is well photographed 
and daringly played, although much 
like similar scenes in ‘Beloved | 
Enemy.’ 

One of the best directed scenes is 
the execution of the Irish general, 
played by Moroni Olsen. The camera | 
swings from the doomed man in a 
slow panorama along a garden wall 
towards the firing squad, whose job 
is finished just before they come into 
focus. 


| 


Preston Foster, opposite Miss Stan- | 4), 


wyck, fits nicely and his brogue 
comes easily. Only Miss Stanwyck, | 
of the entire cast, does not go Irish. 
She holds to her natural speech. 
Bonita Granville (the brat of 
‘These Three’) excellently plays a 
small part of a sickly tenement child 


who dies during the battle. A part of 


more importance is well played by 
Una O’Connor, mother of the child. | 
Two splendid pieces of work are | 
furnished by Erin O’Brien-Moore, as | 
a street walker, and Eileen Crowe, 
who has no sympathy for the in- 
surgent cause and says so in no un- 
certain terms. All smaller bits are 
well cast. Running time is only 67 
minutes, but the story substance im- 
presses chiefly as an episodic re- 
counting. ‘ 

Because “The Plough and the Stars 
is the product of the same group, 
Cliff. Reid’ and: Bob are fonocialt 
roducers){"Dudiey Nichols (screen 
ereiteey if Ford, which made “The 
Informer,’ it is natural to expect, an 
anusual film.;;But. the. concession’ to 
the demand fora happy ending and 
the consequent switching afourd: of. 
the original play material have 
tended to diffuse interest. There also 
remains, the open question of to 
what extent the American public is 
interested in Ireland’s nee 

in. 


STOLEN HOLIDAY 


release of First National 
Kay Francis. Features 
Alison Skip- 








Warner Bros.’ 
production. Stars 
Ciaude Rains, Ian Hunter, 


worth, Alexander D'Arcy. Directed by 
Michael Curtiz. Story, Warren Duff and 
Virginia Kellogg: adaptation, Casey Rob- 
inson; film editor, Terry Morse; camera, 
Sid Hickox and Fred Jackman. At 
Strand, N. Y., week Jan. 30, °37. Run- 
ning time, 76 mins. 

Nicolé Picot ..cccccccccecces Kay Francie 
Stefan Orloff ....cccccecces Claude Rains 
Anthony Wayne ..coeesssess Ian Hunter 
Suzanne .....++ seeeees-- Alison Skipworth 
Anatole ....6.<: ecccecse Alexander ‘D’Arcy 
Helen Tuttle ..ccccccccssss Betty Lawford 
Francis Chalon ........Walter Kingsford 
LeGrande ...... eocceess.--Charles Halton 
TT ee rT rE Frank Reicher 
DMBORE . 60 be ce venssesiveccne Frank Conroy 


Pursuing its hobby of following 
the headlines, the Burbank plant has 
added another such exhibit. Here, 
presumably, it plucks the drama from 
the Stavisky scandal in France. As 
a story, ‘Stolen Holiday’ isn’t pos- 
sessed of the strongest dramatic or 
romantic pull. It is the production 
values, the unusually good dialog 
and the superiority of the cast 
which combine to raise the picture 
to where it is more than ordinarily 
entertaining. 

Fortified|' by the Kay Francis 
name, the support value of Claude 
Rains and Ian Hunter, and a neat 
title, ‘Holiday,’ should do all riht. 
It is boxoffice in many ways but 
exploiteers will be wary of any too 
broad a Stavisky angle since pro- 
ducer-distributors are now very 


careful about identity of names. As 
in many ‘recent’ pictures, this film 














opens with a nete mdicating that 


|by her swindler admirer. 


| to 





Miniature Reviews 


‘You Only Live Once’ (UA). 
Crack blend of = spectacular 
drama and romance on prison- 
break theme. Co-stars Sylvia 
Sidney and Henry Fonda. Okay 
for coin. 

‘The Plough and the Stars,’ 
(RKO). Irish Abbey Players, 
from Dublin, supporting Bar- 
bara Stanwyck and Preston 
Foster. Well made picture but 
strictly limited for money. 

‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB). Kay 
Francis starrer. Production ex- 


cellence, casting and writing 
help story to good boxoffice 
lure. 

‘April Blossoms’ (Metro). 
ritish made _ with Richard 


Tauber, German tenor. Hasn't 
the stamina to do solo b.o. 
‘Once a Doctor’ (WB). Jean 
Muir and Donald Woods rising 
above familiar, melodramatic 
yarn of medico life; dual opera- 


tions. 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO).. 
Lee Tracy offers a_ brilliant 


performance in a trite theme. 

‘Mystcrious Crossing.’ (U). 
Obvious whodunit. For the 
lower end of twins. 

‘Empty Saddles’ 
Jones. rides 
slowed down 
volved plot. 

‘Laughing at Trouble’ (20th). 
Amusing small-town comedy; no 
marquee draft, but wholesome 
entertainment. 

‘Off to the Races’ (20th). 
Humorous Jones’ family farce, 
with Slim Summerville coming 
through as an added starter; 
family houses and double-har- 


(U). Buck 
again though 
by flighty, in- 











ness group. 
all characters are fictitious, etc 
Miss Francis has again put the 


studio gown designers to work cre- 


ating a lot of fancy clothes. The 
gowns fit. both the star and the 
story. The fashion show sequence | 


is, however, unnecessary except that 
it tends to accentuate the swanki- 
ness of the modiste business in 
which ‘Miss Francis has been set up 


Miss Francis 
opening 
as just 
girls of 
| writers 
Rains 


is cast as a model, 
finding her (in 1931) 
one of the callus-footed 
the establishment. The 
involve her with Claude 
in a rather fantastic manner, 


|but after the action begins rolling | 


jand Miss Francis meets 
man, it begins to get places. 
Several years are glossed over up 
1936, when Rains is 
deeper and deeper into hot swind- 
ling water. The crumbling of the 
man until his suicide has been de- 
veloped with bold effect. 
which follow tne expose are ex- 
pertly handled and serve to _ in- 
tensify the pressure against Miss 
Francis out of an association wh’ *h, 
to her, was innocent in motive. The 
scene which the star has with Rains 
just before his suicide is tense and 
well,, played this session, the 
dialog, uniformly. good throughout, 
at ils best, A+ love scene in the 


another 


PEERS cas 


4 country .beiween, Miss Francis and 


Hunter; bears,.the least impressive 
dialog, Development of the romance 
otherwise ds, gtive. Michael Cur- 


tiz,..the direcior,,.may be forgiven 
the .hhay., wagon, bit for all its idyllic 
beauty. 


The star and Hunter are opposite 
each other for the third time. A 
good combination. Rains gives the 
swindler-romancer a high polish. 
Comedy is derived largely from Ali- 
son Skipworth, who is excellent as 
Miss Francis’ friend and advisor. 
Others are not important, but good. 

Char. 


APRIL BLOSSOMS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(MUSICAL) 

Metro release of Alliance (BIP) produc- 
tion. Stars Richard Tauber. Features 
Jane Baxter. Directed by Paul L. Stein. 
Screen play, dialog and lyrics, Franz 
Schulz, John Drinkwater, Roger Burford 
and G. H. Clutsam; special music adapta- 
tion, Clutsam; settings, Clarence Elder and 


——— ns 





David Rawnsley; camera, Otto Kanturek 
and Bryan Langley. At Belmont, N. Y., 
week Jan. 28, '37. Running time, 80 mins. 
ONS tae Perdidctcevesses Richard Tauber 
We 6 06 6.6605 495 8.5 60504036488 Jane Baxter 
BE esa cdivedvows Cecccsecees Carl Esmond 
Archduchess ...... eccecess--Athene Seyler 
Wimpassinger f.ccccscccesesss Paul Graetz 
eS SPPTRETUTC eoceests--Charles Carson 
WAPENOER +. oc ccvces .».Marguerite Allan 
Meyerhoffer ..Eaward Chapman 
Schwindt ....... ..Lester Matthews 
Bauernfeld ...... eeeeess-Gibb McLaughlin 
Hutten Bremmer ............- Ivan Samson 
Pn . 64 éacekasess o6eegdcecos Cecil Ramage 
MN 353500 daeeueee Cevcdees Hugh Dempster 
COIOROE ove cccccocccescceees Bpencer Trever 
The Police Captain ....... Frederick, Lloyd 


There should be room for this pic- 
ture on the uppers and lowers. 
Stands little chance to gait the b. o. 
even along the artie highways. No 
punch. Richard Tauber’s rich, tenor 
voice is its chief asset but that isn’t 
enough. The story is episodic. This 
British-made, beught by Metro, for 
the U. S. market, has been out on 
release for some months prior to its 
Broadway showing. 

Franz Schubert's frustrated ro- 
mance with Vicki, pretty daughter of 
a Miennese dancing master, is used 





getting | 


Riots | 


to provide a background of inter- 
mittent musical tableaux for Tau- 
ber’s singing. Tauber sings best in 
German. All of his songs except one 
are sung by him in English. The 
songs he sings in the picture include 
‘Faith in Spring,’ ‘Red Roses,’ ‘Thine 
| Is My Heart,’ and ‘Hark, Hark, the 
| Lark? 
How they figure at title is some- 
thing else again. 
In the story, Vicki falls for Rudi, 
a titled member of Archduchess 
Maria Victoria’s dragoons, This is in 
| Vienna around 1820. The dragoons 
| are forbidden to marry commoners. 
The Archduchess, however, once 
herself loved her music master. This 
| gent is now a friend of Schubert’s. 


Wednesday, February 3, 1937 
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Although Schubert loves Vicki, he | 


yields to her persuasion and com- 
poses a lampoon which the girl sings 
to gain an audience with 
duchess in order to plead for 
mission for her marriage to 
But the police arrest Schubert 
stead and he plays on the 
old-time love for her music 
to get Vicki what she wants. 

The picture opens with Schubert 
as a school master whose songs are 
known throughout Vienna but who, 
himself, is scarcely known. . His 
| friends help him arrange a concert 
at which his fame becomes assured. 


in- 


the Arch- | 
per- | 
Rudi. | 


—=3 


Talking Shorts 


LOUIS-PASTOR FIGHT 
29 Mins. 
RKO Palace, N. Y. 
Duo-Art 

Had the Joe Louis-Bob Pastor fight 
been half way exciting the piciure 
would have some value, but it is 
merely re-telling in film the story 
that the dailies vrewed as one of the 





| worst heavyweight contests in ring 


history. As for its theatre draw, this 
added attraction just isn’t. Palace 
N. Y., usually does okay on Satur. 
days and so does the Rialto, where 
the picture was also exhibited in the 
Times Square zone. At the latier 
house it was stated that the film drew 
but few extra dollars. 

One point the 


picture does not 
bring out prominently is the fact that 
Pastor almost continually backed 
|away. There are shots which would 


ruler’s | 
master | 


who was to have appeared succumbs | 


to laryngitis. 
The fadeout is 
Schubert goes 
alone. In the 
the Archduchess has found 
time music master again, 
wedding to Rudi. 
"Carl-Esmond plays Rudi. Esmond’s 
accent is more native than Tauber’s 
and both their accents clash strongly 
with, the English accents of the re- 


a sentimental 
back to 
meantime, 


his piano, 
however, 
her old- 
at Vicki’s 


maining members of the cast. The 
recording is not all that could be 
desired. 

But the film is not without its 


charm at intervals. Most of this ele- 
ment in the picture is provided by 
Jane Baxter as Vicki. Some momen- 
bits 





| bugs grew 
one. | 


make it seem that both 


men got in 
some heavy slugging, but that was 
not true of the event. Photography 
is fair but it is here evidenced anew 
that outdoor fights are better ma- 
terial for the camera. Sound cffects 
topped the ring action itself, and 


there is no doubt about the rumble 


i | of excitement during the contest, al- 
In this sequence, Tauber as Schubert | though some of it may be dubbed 
sings his own tunes when the singer | : 


As the match drew closer to its 
10-round limit the hoodwinked fight 
louder in their expres- 
sions of amazement, closing bell of 


each round bringing on a_ cheer, 
| probably for Pastor, because he was 
the under-dog. Next day the fans, 
who paid over $100,000 to sit in, 


realized they were jobbed and that 
is why few will care to see the pic- 
ture. If the out-of-town dailies car- 
ried yarns like those in New York 
the .total..gross .on-the .pictures -wéll 
not begin to measure up to the fig- 
ures of other fight films in which 
the vaunted Louis figured. 

When a boxer runs away from an 
opponent his actions are referred to 
as ‘getting on a bicycle.’ The shuffler 


| from Detroit never caught up with 
his man, or too rarely, and then 
nothing hanpened. Ibee. 
MARCH OF TIME 
21 Mins. 
RKO-Radio 

February release of March of 

Time (listed as No. 6, Vol. 3). con- 





tary are also offered by the! 
camera with snatches of Vienna, of 

820. Shan. 
| 

Warner Bros. release of First National 
production, Feature Jean Muir and Don- 
ild Woods. Directed b William Clemens. 
Screen play by Robertson White and Ben 
Grauman Kohn from story bs Frank 
Daugherty and Paul Perez: dialog director, 
|Gus Shy; camera, L. Wm, O’Conmnell. At 
| Fox, Brooklyn, week Jan. 29, '37, on dou- 
jble bill. Running time, 59 mins. 
Preule, Noman. (isos. cess cede ..Jean Muir 
i Steven Brace... ..cee. eoeeess Donald Woods 
POeT Ye OG bide b66.0% 0008 ck Gordon Oliver 
ee. Meee, FP. 6 ciscddensedet .Joseph King 
| Dr. RORUIOMONL soca ue 6460 e hae os Henry Kolker 
Panta MUTE tas 0% dé ae wae ....-Gordon Hart 
Captain Andrews...cceccece. Joseph Crehan 
Pee BEUPRGM. vavee wenese eet Louise Stanley 
Pants MUEUNOR Ss ca teaceiercedb nus David Carlyle 
[ie RROD Kee icc uts caua ccs bis Cy Kendall 
Sasi PON cs o:apw aie t6 Cece tine ee Ed Stanley 
Magistrate.... Housley Stevens, ° Sr. 
Prosecuting Attorney........ Harlan Tucker 
WUMUOIIIG, Fedébcrss Fetesssescs GUN. Came 
es Wertstee DOAGO. vb sc cceice Thomas Pogue 
DRGs ROC POUUU sce ahs PA be aceedswe’s Ed Keane 


Sprightly and at times almost bril- 
| liant performances by Donald Woods 
;and Jean Muir cre tossed away on 
this. age-worn~ story. ««Four -witers” 
struggled to impart some original 
slants to the plot, but it still remains 
only the venerable tale of a doctor’s 
devotion ‘to his profession, despite 
all odds. 

In the attempt to bolster melo- 
dramatics of story, both the scripters 
and director seem to have thrown 
away what chances the picture had 
of amounting to something other 
than another secondary feature. As 
such .it will glean most popularity 
doubling with more important pieces 
on the same bill. 

Newspapermen, doctors and nurses 
have been writing about the trials 
and tribulations of surgeons for the 
screen during the past four years or 
more. But here the weakling son 
of a great medico, who wants him 
to follow in his footsteps, is held 
up as the motivating link that nearly 
wrecks the career of another youth- 
ful doctor. 

Glaring weakness to plot structure 
is how the smart physicians and doc- 
tors would permit the machinations 
of a stupid, drunk-sodden ‘son to con- 
tinue under their eyes. Audience is 
asked to swallow plenty of incredi- 
ble incidents before the heavy cli- 
max looms. : 

Once all the central characters 
have been put out to sea at the same 
time and a storm brews, the blow-off 
is telegraphed to the fans. 

Donald Woods emerges in this pro- 
duction as a clean-cu‘ cinematic actor 
deserving a better break. Fitting the 
role of ambitious youthful surgeon 
with fidelity, he never overplays. 
Jean Muir, a looker as ever, cashes 
in heavily when she gets the thespian 
opportunities. She is the daughter 
of a noted surgeon here, whose hand 
in marriage is sought by Woods and 
the weakling interne. Gordon Oliver, 
in the latter role, shows promise of 
building into a top all-round villain 


- 
& 


pe. 
Henry Kolker provides a clearly- 
defined characterization as the vet of 
the medical world. Joseph King, 
Gordon Hart and Luise Stanley give 
well-rounded performances as tops 
of large and capable supporting cast. 
William Clemens does fairly well 
as director considering the story ma- 
terial on tap. L. William O'Connell 
displays nice sense of proportion 
with his camera work, except in his 
miniature shots whic . look just that. 
Wear. 





| midwinter 


taining three topics, maintains nice 
balance between the serious 
lems and lighter subjects such as 
vacations. Consequently, 
it puts the Time-Life screen release 
back in its old robust stride. Trio 
of themes treated have more than 
the customary share of timely inter- 
est, winter vacation resorts being 
only one instance. 

The Mormonism of 1937 is handled 
historically and then as something 
tied up with the prevalent issue of 
unemployment. Stresses plan used 
by Mormon church in taking 20,000 
members of that faith off the govern- 
ment relief rolls. Problem of handling 
shirkers among unemployed, adapted 
here to this one group, also is given 
deft treatment. 


~——Laighiest matter of reel covers the 
winter vacation front, and how 
transportation companies have cashed 
in on the new trend.in American 
habits during wintry months. Aside 
from the usual tropical scenes in 
California, Florida, Cuba, Bermuda: 
and other southern spots, editors 
point out that rail companies have 
added to their revenue by running 
snow trains and specials to resorts 
where winter sports prevail. Cites 
one instance where employer has 
given workers chance to vacation in 
the winter when schedules permit. 


Finishes with the most serious 
note in picture—drive among medical 
students and authorities to conquer 
cancer in the U. S. Paints the 
brighter side of a generally recog- 
nized, gloomy picture by pointing 
out that more than 24,000 cancer 
cases, treated in time, have been 
permanently cured. Forceful manner 
in which the number of fraudulent 
cures and quack doctors are exposed 
pictorially makes this a_ truly 
humanitarian subject that is bound 
to attract more than passing ee 

ear. 





‘EVERY SUNDAY’ 
With Deanna Durbin, Judy Garland 
Musical Dramalet 
12 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Metro 

Just a slender sketch to let in 
Deanna Durbin in an operatic and 
a swing number, reprising the latter 
with Judy Garland. Well voiced and 
nicely staged, though in obvious 
fashion. Marquee name values now, 


unsuspected when this short was 
first made, give it distinction. 


Rather conservative musician 1S 
making a flop of his park band con- 
certs with classical programs. He }s 
given notice, but his granddaughters 
persuade the committee to give him 
one more chance. They seek to raise 
an audience, but no one comes. Then 
Miss Durbin goes in for an operatic 
air and follows with the swings. 
packing the benches and rousing 
such enthusiasm that the old man }5 
retained. Miss Durbin displays an 
excellent voice in her straight num- 
ber and also handles the swing with 
spirit and intelligence. Felix E. Feist 
directed. ‘Better than just a filler. 





Chic. 
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SPAIN IN FLAMES 


Amkino release of Film Historians, Inc., 
production, combining. official Spanish Gov- 
ernment and Soviet-shot, film, Introduction 
de Los Rios, Spanish am- 
United States. At Cameo, 
37. Running time, 


by Pernando 
bassador to i 
yr, Y¥., week Jan. 28, 
65 mins. 





While ‘Spain in Flames,’ a careful 
compilation of material on the His- 
panic conflict, has a propagandic 
flavor in favor of the loyalists and 
the future of the workers, it is a 
feature-length of sufficient interest 
to suggest pretty fair possibilities on 
this side for the sure-seaters. The 
Communistically-minded fans, the 
laboring element and the Spaniards 
will be most interested. 

Much secrecy surrounds the prep- 
aration of the feature and the h nds 
that have toiled to make it possible. 
Except for an introduction by Fer- 
nando de Los Rios, Spanish 
bassador to the U. S_ whose diction 
is poor, there are no credits. Avail- 
able material is that Amkino and 
Film Historians, Inc., are releasing 
the picture, a part of which was shot 
by Soviet cameramen in Spain, the 
balance bv official Spanish Govern- 
ment photographers. Two different 
narrators are used, but the names 
of neither can be obtained from 
Amkino. 

First half of ‘Spain in Flames’ was 
filmed by Svanish Govt. men and is 
subtitled ‘The Fight for Freedom,’ 
while the other half, the Soviet- 
filmed material, is labeled ‘No Pas- 
aran’ (‘They Shall Not Pass’). While 
the running narrative is good all the 
way, discounting the propagandic 
leanings, the commentator on the 
initial half is much better than the 
unknown spieler accompanying the 
Soviet-shot film. The latter tries to 
be too dramatic at times. 

Opening some years back when 
Alphonso was still on the throne, and 
later when Spain was declared a re- 
public, the action is quickly taken 
un to the voint where war broke out. 
Franco’s rebel army gets the worst 
of it in ‘Spain in Flames’; the op- 
posing side receives all the breaks. 
A program note dedicates the film ‘to 
the heroism of those who today are 
giving their lives that Spain may 
be free. The word ‘workers’—so 
dear to U. S. S. FP. film-making—is 
frequently used, while now and then 
there’s a stab at Hitler, Mussolini. 
fascism, etc. The clenched fist of 
Sovietism is very prevalent. ; 

Most of the material used is famil- 
iar to audiences seeing newsreels, 
but given in considerable detail in 
this compilation. A gocd deal of 
footage is burned up showing men 
shooting, but no hits are photo- 
graphed and at no _ point do the 
cameras catch both sides fighting it 
out. Some harrowing scenes of the 
siege of Madrid, with children among 
the victims, are included. A few of 
these shots are very gruesome and 
startling. 

Photography is generally good. 

Char. 


am- 


Les Mysteres de Paris 


(‘Mysteries of Paris’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(WITH SONG) 


Franco-American release of Felix Gan- 
dera production, Features Constant Remy, 
Lucien Baroux, Henri Rollan, Madeleine 
Ozeray. Directed and adapted by Felix 
Gandera, from novel by Eugene Sue; song 
by Germaine Sablon; music, Georges Aurie. 
At Cinema de Paris, N. Y., week Jan, 2%, 


"87. Running time, 8 mins. 

OlpHe. .ccccecsecses eeccces Henri Rollan 
Marie EES OY OTe ...Madeleine Ozeray 
Le Maitre d’Ecole.....+.+..Constant Remy 
La Chouette......-+. seeeesMarcelle Geniat 
Le Chorineur,..seeeeeees ecees+ Raoul Morco 
Sarah......06 ceeese- Lucienne Le Marchand 
Tortillard....cceeeeeeeee ...-Francois Rodon 
Pipelet....cccccescscseces ...-Luecien Baroux 
Cabrion........ odavveseraue Raymond Cordy 





In French with English Titles) 

andera’s adaptation and produc- 
tion of Eugene Sue’s novel has re- 
sulted in a horror pic which doesn’t 
quite jell. Comparable to U. S. 
grade B celluloid, class circuit 
patrons will adjudge it as a minor 
importation, whose attempts at pro- 
ducing goose-pimples frequently 
get entirely too macabre. 


Original of the yarn was a 
lengthy affair with many threads 
plaiting up to a father-daughter 
climax, but why Gandera should 
have picked this setup to evoke a 
chiller is a mystery. It would have 
made a fairly good costume film 
otherwise. As is, the patrons are 
treated to Henri Rollan inside a 
foul sewer full of rats, a Negro doc- 
tor blinding a bully to render him 
harmless, the blinded guy choking 
a woman to death, with the death 
rattle clearly audible, and other as- 
sorted torture, mayhem, and dirty 
work. The idea evidently was to 
capture a bit of Hugo’s Paris as sub- 
sidiary highlight, but the intention 
developed into landslide dimensions. 

Piot revolves on a count (Henri 
Rollan) meeting his daughter in the 
Thieves Quarter in Paris without 
knowing her (Madeleine Ozeray). 
Mother of the girl (Lucienne le 
Marchand) had been chased away 
before the girl was born, and still 
aspires to be reunited with her ex- 
hubby to get back her crown. 
Count mildly falls in love with his 
own daughter, while the jealous 
mother, without knowing who her 
rival is, has her kidnapped and 
nearly murdered. Winds up with 
the count making the young lady a 
princess while the mother is shooed 
out of the country. 

Madeleine Ozeray as the cinderalla 
Bal does good work. Marcelle 
Geniat and Constant Remy, both 





staggering under gruesome makeup, 
produce the chills. Rollan is fair. 
Lucien Baroux and Raymond Cordy 
are supposed to supply the comedy, 
but this department is well-nigh 
pathetic. It was dragged in by the 
heels, apparently, when the pro- 
ducers felt that something had to 
be done to balance up the horror 
end, and so the Messrs. Baroux and 
Cordy draw as uncharitable assign- 


ments as could be imagined. They | 


can’t do anything with ’em, 
neither could anybody else. 
Direction and mounting aren't 
nearly as bad as the idea behind the 
film. Camera work is_ passable. 
Germaine Sablon’s special song is 
purely for background. Edga. 


and 








CRIMINAL 


RKO relea 


LAWYER 


iff Ried produ yn 


| Features Lee Tracy Margot Grahan 
| Eduardo Ciannell Erik Rhodes Directed 
by Christy Cabanne Story, Louis Steven- 
|} Son; Screen play, G \ Atwater, Thos, 
Lennon; camera, David Abel: editor, Jack 
| Hivley song, Jack Stern Harry Tobias, 
} At Rialto, N. Y week Jan. 26. Running 
time 72 mins. 
0 Ee a : Lee Tracy 
Madge Carter.....cccoce Margot Grahame 
DES wins Kkcanwoesess Eduardo Ciannelli 
Bandini ceseccccecsbcccsee. sei Rhodes 
Molly Walker. coeees+-.. Betty Lawford 
William Walker......... Frank M. Thomas 





Brandon's Assistant .. Wilfred Lucas 
Dist. Atty. Hopkins..........William Stack 





Trite repetition of the standard 
theme of the criminal lawyer who 
devotes his time to the defense of 
gangsters, but experiences a change 
of heart when he gets to be district 
attorney.. Such strength as it pos- 
sesses derives from the adroit play- 
ing of Lee Tracy a. 1a well-chosen 
support, though Tracy is required 
to carry it most of the way him- 
self. Strong fronter for a dual, 
but can go solo where his name 
will draw. Has other good names 
for the marquee, but an indifferent 
writing job and trite situations keep 
it out of the top flight. Script sags 
now and then with the introduction 
of a banal bit or hackneyed lines, 
and some very indifferent comedy 
further clogs, notably a Chinese ser- 
vant and an effort to burlesque a 
crooner. Material is too patently in- 
troduced for a laugh, and the Orien- 
tal overplays terribly. 

Most of the punch comes at the 
end. Tracy, promoted to  d.a., 
through the efforts of Ciannelli, his 
best client, is called upon to prose- 
cute the latter for murder. Release 
of the criminal hangs upon the tes- 
timony of a girl he has befriended 
and with whom he has fallen in love, 
Her testimony is patently perjury, 
but he guesses that she is lying be- 
cause Ciannelli has threatened to rub 
the d.a. out if her testimony is not 
instrumental in freeing him. Tracy 
exposes the set-up, admits his for- 
mer subversions of justice, and re- 
signs his position and his hopes to 
make a fresh start with the girl. The 
edge has been taken from this by 
similar scenes in earlier offerings. 

Tracy turns in a brilliant and fin- 
ished performance except in a few 
instances where the lines get him 
down. He works hard, but without 
the appearance of effort, and almost 
makes the final moments convincing. 
Margot Grahame is the girl, not al- 
ways at her acting best in an arti- 
ficial character, but looking tops. 
Ciannelli is suave and certain as the 
gangster, avoiding overaction save 
when the script forces him, and turn- 
ing in the best average performance. 
Erik Rhodes gets scme smiles out 
of the crooner assignment, more from 
his pantomime than his lines and 
handles well an indifferent song, “To- 
night, Lover, Tonight,’ which is not 
put over very well because of in- 
terruptions. Betty Lawford does well 
as a society girl on the make for 
Tracy, but there is not much chance 
for her. It’s too rubber stamp to 
stand out. Chic. 


Les Visages de France 


(‘Aspects of France’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Franco-American release of Fred d’'Oren- 


giani production. Directed by D. Kirsan- 
off. Camera, Marcel Grignon. At Cinema 
de Paris, N. Y., week Jan. 29, °37. Run- 


ning time, 34 mins. 





(In French With English Titles) 

More of a travelog than anything 
else, though long on running time for 
such fare. Interest is entirely in the 
pictorial — i.e., camera — qualities, 
which means that distribution on the 
arty circuit is most feasible. As an 


example of lens work, some meri- 
torious results are produced; but if 
the narrator and the titles didn’t tell 
you it was France, the temptation 
might be to think it was near Osh- 
kosh. It’s that vague on the trivia 
that identify a locale. 

Idea that binds the various ends 
together is a tour beginning in Paris, 
and leading around the coast from 
Normandy to Marseilles. Shots, even 
of city life, have a tendency to get 
away from ‘candid’ depictions, and 
roam entirely in the pictorial do- 
main. Some beautiful results are 
produced by an adept use of filters 
which tone down the immediate sub- 
ject matter and give weight to clouds, 
sky, etc. The trick of fading out 
one scene while fading in another 
is, however, overworked to the point 
where it wearies. 

Camera nuts and tyro film makers 
might absorb Grignon’s style as 
worthy textbook stuff, but the gum 
chewers will consider it all pretty 
screwy. Edga. 
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..Laughing at Trouble 
4 *?F » ; 

20th @entury-Fox release of Max Golden 
production. Features Jane Darwell, Sara 
Haden, Lois Wilson, Margaret Hamilton, 
Pert Kelton, John Carradine Directed by 
Frank R,. Strayer Screen play, Robert 
Ellis and Helen Logan from original by 
Adelyn Bushnell: camera, Barney McGill, 
At Colonial, N. Y., twin bill, Jan. 26-28, 
‘37. Running time, 66 mins. 
Glory Bradford..............Jane Darwell 
Jennie Nevins..................Sara Haden 
Alice Mathews......... .. Leis Wilson 
| Lizzie Beadle... .-Marguret Hamilton 
|} Mary Bradforad.. Delma Byron 
John Campbell... ‘ : \Han Lane 
Ella McShane............ -.Pert Kelton 
ee aa vo ei owns ..John Carradine 
Bill Norton.. Tames Burke 
Cyrus Hall Russell Hicks ] 
Jamie Pradford. Sad .-Fdward Acuff | 
Dr. La m.. , : : Frank Reicher | 
Wilbur iam Benedict | 
Harvey d McWade | 

Although a too familiar type of | 
| story, objectors to this good. clean 
wholesome comedy of small-town | 
life will be few. Picture makes no | 


pretense to greatness and that is one 
of its charms It’s a small-time 
show, without marquee names. but | 
wherever plaved it will amuse all, | 
adult and child. 

Woman editress. as played by Jane 
Darwell, a pleasant, motherly woman. | 
untangles an unfortunate small-town | 
situation in which her niece’s fiance | 
has become ensnarled innocently. 
There is the’ hereditary character 
sheriff who is sentimental about the | 
old girl without being mushy, and 
his deputy who hankers to .replace 
the old boy as sheriff. Also, a small- 
town mob which undertakes to settle 
something most of its group knew sz 
little about. All of this makes for 
romance and action and it is well | 
handled. 


Margaret Hamilton plays a frozen- 
faced old maid who is a bit hard 
of hearing to heighten the comedy 
end. Edward Acuff also builds much 
ef the fun in the film, as the editress’ 
vokey brother. Miss Darwell fits her 
editress role admirably. Frank 
Reicher as the town doc and James 
Burke as the sheriff are fine. 

Photography. mostly interiors are 
good, and the chatter is okay 
throughout. Shan. 


CAFE COLETTE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Jan. 19. 
Associated British Film production, Stars 


| 


| around job of the crew. 









Paul Cavanagh, Greta Nissen; features 
Sally Gray. Directed by Paul L. Stein. 
Original, Eric Maschwitz, Walford Hyden, 
Vel Gielgud; screen play, Val Valentine. 
Katherine Strueby, Erle Maschwitz; 
camera, Ronald L. Neame. At Piccadilly, 
Lendon, Jan: 18, ‘37. Running time, 73 
mins, 

DAs 60s <theteoniens @ovcee Paul Cavanagh 
nD, GG s 650 6tbecbesecss. Greta Nissen 
Jill! Manning... ....cccccccesss-.- Sally Gray 
Roger Manning.... -.++-Bruce Seton 
TREOETOR. TUGMS: 6 ccccconsecsccss Paul Blake 
Ses 06s ahedse te ee --Donald Calthrop 
Josef once ccosccccocccecs Dino Galvani 
DUPROS. « cccocovsscccsosococcess Fred Duprez 
POUTOV . . ccocccccescescececne: Cecil Ramage 
COMPOPE. oc coccccccsesecosoes Denier Warren 





Excellent specimen of tried and 
approved machine-made _interna- 
tional spy stuff. Nothing left to 
chance. Production is on an elab- 
orate scale, having an excellent cast 
of principals. Director makes it ap- 
parent he knows his business, and 
the “same may be said for the 
cameraman. Picture should make a 
splendid feature for England, and 
names of Paul Cavanagh and Greta 
Nissen should entitle it to second 
feature spotting in America, __ 

From the story standpoint, isn’t it 
about time there was a new twist to 
this international ‘spy stuff? It is 
not easy ‘to understand how all these 
impressionable younger ‘members of 
the government personnel, who fall 
for Russian princesses; are entrusted 
with such valuable secret formulae. 
It is never made clear what is to be 
gained by placing these chaps in 
possession of the secrets. 

Then there is the lazy, lolling, 
lounging, good-for-nothing, hand- 
some hero who turns out in the end 
to be the head of the secret intelli- 
gence bureau, and saves the situa- 
tion. Can't that ever be changed? 

Jolo. 


A MAN BETRAYED 


Republic release of Nat Levine produc. 
tion. Directed by John H. Auer. Fea- 
tures Eddie Nugent, Kay Hughes, Lloyd 
Hiughes. John Wray. Original and screen 
play by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan. At 
Strand, Brooklyn, N. Y., dual, week Jan. 
28, "37. Runaing time, 58 mins. 





The hero and he-oine of this piece, 
Nugent and Miss Hughes, are actual- 
ly betrayed when along about the 
second two-thirds of the film John 
Wray and his hood!ums turn de- 
tective in an attempt to solve the 
frameup of Nugent and thereby solve 
the film’s destiny. Fortunately for 
all concerned, the screwy tale is 
almost forgotten while Wray and his | 
Zang reign. Instead of sticking to 
the long since pensioned plot, stress 
is laid on its surroundings, which 
makes for plenty of humor plus a 
little novelty. However, even with 
the belated salvation, film lacks the 


herein will get by. Lloyd Hughes’ 
stream-lined tailoring, though he is 
supposed to be a young missionary 
just back from Africa, a mad-dream 
train escape of two convicted crimi- 
nals, and Hughes’ development into 
a first-class pugilist, although re- 
quiring some salt to take, also add 
a little pepper to the basically banal 
dish. 

Not unlike Olivia de Havilland, | 
Kay Hughes is easy to look at, } 
though not very experienced in| 
thespics. She and Nugent turn in mod- ! 
erately good performances. Hughes 
latter looxs a little unhappy in his | 
cleric role. Wray does the best all | 


} 


CODE OF THE RANGE 


Jumbia production and release 





‘( 
Charles Starrett; features Mary Blake [>i 
rected by C. C. Coleman, J: Story Peter 
BB. Kyne: screen play, Ford Beebe; amera 
man, George Meehan; editor, William 
Lyon At Chaloner, N. Y.. duals, Jan sf), 
T Running time OS mins i 
lee Jamison Charles Starrett 
Janet Parker... cceccceseses Mary Blake | 
Angus McLeod. ......ccseces Fuiward Coxen 
PUPEOP cacccvcvewaneeseveesss Allan Caven 
| Barney Ross.....secsesees Albert J. Smith 
Sheriff MUTT TITTT LTT ..Ed Peil, Sr. | 
Wie MabMedhis,.. vcccereass Edmund Cobb | 
AGAMB. ccccccccevectesees Edward Le Saint | 
Quigley eeccesee- Ralph McCullough 
- 
Columbia’s lounge lizard turned | 


plainsman, Charles Starrett, although | 
minus saddle leaping and the other 
cowboy calisthenics or the added 
glory of a star steed, is slowly build- 
ing to a name among the cactus- 
minded fans. By acting his roles 
with conviction and an aplomb that 
is frequently absent among the cow- 
boys whose background is really 
more authentic, Starrett manages to 
give out more entertainingly. Bet- 
ter grade stories, as in this instance, 
also help. ‘Code’ should do as well 
as, if not better than the next west- 
ern. 


Starrett needs little support and 
gets less than needed, particularly 
from Mary Blake. Might be ac- 
counted for in her newness to the 
sereen. Albert J. Smith and Allen 
Caven, -as the menace and hero’s 
sidekick, respectively, help some. 

Peter B. Kyne penned a good yarn. 
It concerns big-hearted Starrett help- 
ing a sheepherder invade the cattle 
lands to the chagrin of his fellow 
cowmen. Smith as keeper of the 
town bistro thwarts Starrett by hav- 
ing a dishonest bank clerk hand over 
the mortgage on Starrett’s ranch. 
Move prevents sheepman from cross- 


Hurl. Sergeant. 





ing the property and ultimately re- 
sults in the slaying of a stage coach 
driver, the banker himself and a 
trial in a barroom for Starrett. Lat- 
ter clears himself and pins the didoes 


on his adversaries. 
Romance is kept plenty in the 
background, fortunately. Speedy 


action of the film, wherein something 
new is always popping to keep Star- 
rett clear of the femme and on the 
go, rates a nod for the director. 
Hurl. 


AREN’T MEN BEASTS? 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 20. 


Wardour release of Associated British 
Pictures production. Stars Robertson Hure, 
Alfred Drayton.’ Directed by Graham Cutts. 
Screen. play,:.. Marjorie Deans, William 
Freshman; from stage play by Vernon 
Sylvaine; camera, Roy Kellino. At Picca- 
dilly, London, Jan. 19, "37. Running time, 
73 niins. se ° 
Herbert HoliyvJivs. disse Robertson Hare 
Thomas Potter .aisesdiee..s. Alfred Drayton 
Roger ' Holly «<9 PPP wer er emetes Billy Milton 
MTU. nse none eoetesccccceoes+--JUNe Clyde 
Selina Potter. eeeeeeccesceess Muth Maitland 
The Vamp...ccccccceceseess-Ellen Pollock 
A Policeman....csceseseeee+-Frank Royde 


Mrs, FlOWCr...ccsccesceesess+. Amy Veness 
Harry Harper....ccosssse...Vietor Stanley 
Detective ..... eesecccesss- Charles Mortimer 
George Deck...... eooess. Frederick Morant 
ee PP rrr ae Anne Boyd 
Yvette Bingham........ ..Jdudy Kelly 


BR Ole 06 040403000600 Kathleen Harrison 





Practically a photographed version 
of the stage farce which has just 
concluded a seven months’ success- 
ful run here. Purely local type of 
humor, and doubtful whether it 
would draw in either play or cellu- 
loid form in the U. S. Yet the laughs 
are plentiful and, at times, hilarious 
for the locals. 





<=, 


Mysterious Crossing 


Universal production and 
tures James Dunn, 


release, eae 
Jean Rogers,, Andy De- 








vine, Directed by Arthur Lubin. Sry, 
Fred MaclIsaacs: screen -play, Jefferson 
Parker and John Gre imera, Miljon 
Krasner, At Globe, N, ¥ twin bill, week 
Jan. 30 7 Running ti } mins 
Murphy........ ih éhad ... James Dunn 
Yvonne Fontaine.......ccee-.--Jean Ra ers 
CURRIE cass pecscvccecneoocesesd Andy Devine 
| Perry TTT Te Tre John Eldredge 
Stebbins.........scccesee-Holart Cavanaugh 
District Attorney.......Herbert Rawlinson 
| Chief Bullock ? ae | MacDonald 
CAMCOR. 0 os 0b6 0506606008 : Clarence Muse 
Garland...ccccccccsccessess-donathan Hale 
WiIBOR . crcsccccccsoccccccocses Loren Fo ker 
SeNOs bee ek do 6ebast 600004. ee Tavior 
Plainsclothesman. .....cccecess Tames Flavin 
p6d Pas wack aves dends Pat © Malley 
Formula newspaper plot. but 
amusing enough perhaps for the 


palates of the duplex b.o. horde. 
Worthy of the lower end of the up- 
pers and lowers. 

James Dunn is a tramp reporter 
who slides into sensational mur- 
wr case, accidentaily, on a train 
fairy across the Mississippi Per- 
hans that’s how the picture gets its 
name. The rest of the action for the 


| most part is on terra firma 


New Orleans is the locale but the 
town is never shown. It’s in the 
chatter, only. Dunn alibis himseii 


| into a job on the strength of the case 


and gets banged around by some 


|roughnecks but manages to deduce 


who the killer is, with the help of 
Andy Devine. Devine plays a half- 
wit guitar player, a hillbilly with- 
out the accent identification. 

Dunn shows up the cops because 
the cops never show. The reporter 
is the whole works and, of course, 
lands the platinum orphan daughter 
of the murdered rich man, in. the 
finale. As is usual, the killer is the 
girl’s local fiance and her dad’s best 
friend. 

Devine shoulders the comedy end 
nobly. Dunn is too good for the role 
given him. The dialog doesn’t help 
the lads much. Jean Rogers as the 
heart interest is the only white girl 
in the cast. Thus there’s no com- 
petition on that end and she looks 
like a casual player. Shan, 


O. H. M. S. 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 21. 


Gaumont-British preduction and release. 


Features Wallace Ford, John Millis, 
Anna Lee, Directed by Raoul Walsh, 
Screen play, Lesser Samuels, Ralph Bettin- 
son; scenario and additional dialog, Austin 
Melford, Bryan Wallace: camera, toy 
Kellino. At Tivoli theatre, London, Jan, 
20, "37, Running time, &7 mins, 

| A |, Seer eee | bee Wallace Ford 
Corp. Bert. DOWaehs.cieodeses« John Mills 
Satie WIG  ccccpereccatetdews Anna Lee 
Jean sesccccercccscceceecs race Bradley 
Serg.-Major Briggs.........+. Frank Cellier 





This picture is entitled to praise 
from many co-ordinated angles. It 
is as near 100% entertainment value 
as can reasonably be hoped for 
without the employment of a super- 
star, super-cast, super-production 
and super-director. 

Outside of Wallace Ford, there 
probably isn’t a heavy salary in the 
cast, and if the director received a 
stipend equivalent to the combined 
salaries of the five featured players, 
he probably deserved it. 

Production assistance was given 
by all ranks of the army, through 
permission of the British Army 
Council. Utilization of an entire 
company, barracks, building of pon- 
toon bridges and every form of mili- 
tary manoeuvres is so unmisakably 
genuine that it cannot fail to im- 
press. 

Then there is a first-rate story, 
starting with a murder and ending 
in China after a vivid fight between 
the British soldiers and Chinese 
bandits. ive situations are 
original only in their treatment. but 
are so skilfully blended and slickly 
perpetrated that there isn’t a dull 
moment. 

Comedy arises and persists 
through the medium of a small-time 
American racketeer, wrongfully 
suspected of murder, taking the dead 
man’s passport and finding himself, 
through a chain of humorous cir- 
cumstances, enlisted in the British 
Army. His reactions to the strict 
regulations and discipline of such a 
life are very funny. 

Picture can’t fail, either here or 
in America. Jolo. 





Rather unsavory beginning: young | 
man’s wedding is held up because 
father (Robertson Hare) is accused 


dental surgery. Papa was about to} 


is announced. With mysterious utter- 


place, she tears her clothes off, sheds 
her garter. flees from the place 
screaming, and the bewildered victim 
is taken into custody. He 
and flies to his son’s flat for pro- 
tection, which delays the groom’s de- 
parture, and the rest of the story is 
composed of police, harassed would- 
be-bride with antagonistic aunt. 





sinew to go it alone, but does make 
for a close second to a stronger twin. 

Detail of build-up angles have 
either been cut or omitted to speed | 
up matters. Why and wherefore of 
things is occasionally unanswerable 
until further unfolding. Looks at 
first like jagged edges, but in the 
long run. it’s undoubtedly for the 
best. Director set a pace after the 
preliminaries and kept it up there- 
after. : 

Few audiences sit back to analyze, 


sympathetic uncle popping in and 
out, concealing and unearthing father 
until the whole thing is cleared up. 

June Clyde makes an attractive 
deserted bride; Robertson Hare is 
Robertson Hare; Alfred Drayton and 
Ruth Maitland give the’ best per- 
formances as the girl's uncle and 
aunt, with Amy Veness making a 
comfortable, helpful housekeeper. 


Production is smooth and speedy. 


With the popular local names, and 
practically the same cast as the play. 





so several implausibilities contained 


pic should cash in locally. 


by a foreign female of assault in his |!“°* Se!ander. 


leave to give his parental blessing, | 
when an exotic, mysterious patient | hill 


ances about the wedding not taking | swap Roone (1207/7500 


escapes | 


EMPTY SADDLES 


Universal 
duction, 


release of 
Stars Buck 


Buck Jones pro- 
Jones Directed by 


Screenplay by Frances Guie 


than from story by Cherry Wilson; camera, 
Allan Thompson and H. Kirkpatrick. At 
Arena, N Y.. Jan, 31-Feb. 2, °37, double 


Running time, 65 mins. 


BUCK Dwvilsisss oes sceveivs ..Buck Jones 





ioots Boone Louise Brooks 
TETTTTTTi TTT .-Harvey Clark 

CHEE Wreieink éevaneet one Charles Middleton 
mM MAN. 20s rondedésaes Frank Campesu 
gn GRU, - 10h 0eeeeberssds Lioyvd Ingraham 
Pee GAO. i ncdeestedixa Claire Rochelle 
Eloise Hayest...cccces ..- Giertrude Astor 
[Jasper Kade....cccocceses Niles Welch 
tt. tadhdbbvaceusé .Mary Cherrington 
Bre, FER ctcescccece Ruth Cherrington 
Mi SEI tkesebeccess cs Oliver Eckhart 
Ezra BiggerS..ceseeseees+-... Robert Adair 
DGD. os sues asbbbebescee> Charlie LeMoyne 
BOND. s cccsbvadaeséess . Ren Corbett 
GR. «bet c ebaucerdereverere Buck Moulton 
Buck Jones continues to be am- 
bitious. And his western epics con- 
tinue to suffer. ‘Empty Saddles’ 





typifies this tendency. It strives for 
originality, quaint touches and new 
twists. Not one of them clicks. The 
regular Buck Jones fans will come 
in just because it is one of his sage- 
brush sagas. But cactus of this ilk 
won't heighten his popularity. 
Another weakness is that Jones is 
(Continued on page 29) 
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Studio Placements 

















Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Production activity on the Coast continues to move along at a healthy 
clip by maintaining the high level of 47 features before the cameras during 
the past week, Every indication points to a continuance of this level for 
several weeks to come as 40 features are in such shape as to get under way 
as soon as space and the necessary talent is available. Nine new features 
got the starting gun last week while eight were taken from the cutting 











Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


. ‘at Frances Wright, Beth Hartman, 
rooms and previewed. This leaves a balance of 78 in the editing stages p.u\" Wagner, Jeanne Martell, Har- 


yet to be previewed and shipped east for general release. old Kass, Henry Jordan, Bill Arnold, 

-Check-up on the number of features already completed and shipped ON |Charles Darwin, Ray Stewart, 
the 1936-37 program shows a total of 162 out of 512 promised at the outset | Wheaton Chambers, Henry Martin, 
of the season. Added to this there are 47 in work and 78 in the cutting | George Cooper, Lew Kelly, Stanley 


: ee |Blystone, Ralph McCullough, Jim 
rooms, which leaves only 225 yet to go before the cameras to complete the | agg Forles. Sheena Elliott, 
quota. | Eddy Chandler, Dudley Clements, 

| Vaivene Stevens, ‘Wings of Mercy,’ 





Columbia 





Two in work, 10 editing, 3 preparing. In work: 

‘RACING LUCK,’ reported Variety, Jan. 29, and ‘A NEW TRAIL 
AHEAD,’ reported Jan. 27. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘THE DEVIL IS DRIVING,’ ‘VENUS 


MAKES | 
TROUBLE,’ and ‘HONEYMOON PILOT.’ 


Metro 


Five in work, 6 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS 
COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ reported Nov. 18; ‘LAST OF 
MRS. CHEYNEY,’ reported Dec. 2, and ‘ESPIONAGE,’ reported Jan. 6. 
No new pictures started last week. 


Readied to start: ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 








1937,’ ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘THE 
FOUNDRY,’ ‘SKIDDING,’ ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ ‘FIREFLY,’ and ‘SONG | 
OF THE CITY.’ | 


oe ) | 
Paramount | 





Ten in work, 7 editing, 8 preparing. In work: | 

‘SOULS AT SEA,’ reported Variety, Nov. 18; ‘HER HUSBAND LIES,’ | 
reported as ‘THE LOVE TRAP,’ ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MON 
‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ reported, Dec. 30; ‘DANGER, MEN WORKING,’ and 
‘HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE 
SO LONG,’ reported Jan. 20. Started last week: 


‘THE GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen, 
directed by Robert Vignola, original by Coningsby Dawson, screen play by 
Doris Anderson and Dore Schary. Cast: Karen Morley, Robert Baldwin, 
Katherine Alexander, Lynn Anders, Lloyd Crane, Milli Monti, Odette 
Myrtle. 

Story is mystery melodrama against background of foreign intrigue. 
Young American reporter en route to cover coronation gets message to aid | 
an old friend whose husband is mysteriously missing. In husband’s effects 
is photo of a beautiful girl the reporter met in a plane. In searching for 
the missing husband reporter runs into episodes that convinces him he’s 
involved with the power that has been destroying armaments in inexpli- 
cable fashion. He manages to team up with his acquaintance of the air, 
discovers she is a British agent, and between them they smash the ring. 


‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ produced and directed by Wesley Ruggles, 
based on story by Helen Meinard, screen play by Claude Binyon. Cast: 
Claudette Colbert, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas, Mona Barrie, George 
Davis. 

Story shows Colbert as American heiress tired of the social humdrum 
of America and decides to go to Paris for rest. There she meets American, 
they fall in love, both go to St. Moritz for winter sports, when romance 











is abruptly interrupted as Miss Colbert is called home. Upon her return 
she learns the man she left behind is married, his wife living in America. 
Through hysteria caused by the disillusionment, she marries for conveni- 
ence and returns to Paris for purpose of haunting her lover. While in 
Paris she learns he had divorced his wife so he could marry her. Learn- 
ing of this, Miss Colbert, through mutual agreement with her husband, has 
marriage annulled. 

Readied to start: ‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ ‘KID FROM PARADISE,’ 
‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ and ‘EXCLUSIVE.’ 


RKO-Radio 


— 
- 


Five in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,’ reported as ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘THE 
WOMAN I LOVE,’ reported as ‘ESCADRILLE,’ Variety, Dec. 23; ‘STEP- 
PING TOES,’ reported Jan. 6; ‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ teported Jan. 20. 
Started last week: 


‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT,’ produced by Robert Sisk, directed by 
Christy Cabanne, based on Bret Harte novel, screen play by John Twist 
and Harry Segall. Cast: Preston Foster, Jean Muir, Van Heflin, Margaret 
Irving, Virginia Weidler, Frank M. Thomas, Alec Craig, Paul Guilfoyle, 
George Irving, Billy Gilbert, Si Jenks. 

Story takes place during period of California gold strike in 1849. Pres- 
ton Foster, eastern gambler, sets up gambling hall where he later becomes 
boss of the town as far as the sporting element is concerned. A girl is 
born to one of the dance hall girls. Being the only baby in the community, 





be arty Bowen, ‘Stepping Toes,’ 


20th-Fox 
" Peden Washburn, Tom Brower, 

Ten in work, 6 editing, 8 preparing. In work: Edith Craig, Joe Bernard, Carmen 

. , g> « 5. . . , Tarla 7 - c 10Nn 

‘SEVENTH HEAVEN,’ reported Variety, Dec. 9; ‘THE SLAVE SHIP,’ Fan thon Meadioe Fan eae 
reported as ‘THE LAST SLAVER,’ Dec. 30; ‘450 ROADS TO TOWN’ and casts of Poker Flat.’ RKO. _ . > 
‘DEAD YESTERDAY,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THAT I MAY LIVE,’ ‘CHARLIE Hi ard J.G ie ath Pi Nev 
CHAN AT THE OLYMPICS,’ ‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ ‘WAKE UP AND F: — — 1938.’ RKO. scripting ‘New 
LIVE,’ and ‘CAFE METROPOLE, all reported Jan.°27. Started last week: | *@ceS © re pent 

‘MIDNIGHT TAXI,’ produced by Milton Feld, directed by Eugene Forde, | Bob McClung, “Toast of New York,’ 
based on magazine story by Borden Chase, screen play by Lou Breslow and | RKO. 





John Patrick. Cast: Frances Drake, Brian Donlevy, Alan Dinehart, Gil- Lionel Houser, screenplay, ‘In the 
bert Roland, Regis Toomey, Harold Huber. Mexican Quarter,’ RKO. 

Story deals with government activities in tracking down narcotic run- Mona Barrie, George Davis. ‘I 
ners. Donlevy plays a taxi driver in order to get close to the gang. In| - S “ 





Universal 








direct 


Met Him in Paris,’ Par. 
his association with the traffickers he comes in contact with Frances Drake, Ward Bond, ‘Soul At Sea.’ Par. 
secretary to the ring leader. As their romance develops, Donlevy is much! g§pencer Chan, Donald Kerr, ‘Swing 
relieved when he finds that she is also a Federal agent, and both go pioh. Swing Low,’ Par. 

a a arewnt situations to clear themselves and land source of = “wire oo vis Kruger, Jack 
supply o e dope. iffor ucien ittlefield, Gene 

Readied to start: ‘MARRIED LADY NEEDS A HUSBAND,’ ‘PRIVATE |§Lockhart, Irving Pichel, Emma Dunn, 

ENEMY,’ ‘SARATOGA CHIPS,’ ‘THINK FAST, MR. MOTO,’ ‘UNTITLED Charles Arnt, Helen Lowell, ‘High, 
JONES FAMILY’ series, and last of curre of current series for Jane Withers. Wide and Handsome,’ Par. 

| Granville Bates, Victor Wong, Lee 
U it ted Art A ti ' by- roe ee ar, a 
| Rosing, emma unn, ‘Waikiki 
nite TUStS | Wedding,’ Par. 
| Charles Arnt, Emma Dunn, Ruth 

None in work, 2 editing, 9 preparing. Warren, Kitty McHugh, ‘The Years 

Readied to start: In the Walter Wanger unit are: ‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ | Are So Long,’ Par. ; 
‘CASTLES IN SPAIN,’ and ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING.’ In the Samuel Gold- | Eduardo Cianelli, Kane Richmond, 
wyn unit are: ‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ and ‘STELLA Colin Tapley, ‘Girl From Scotland 
DALLAS.’ In the Selznick-International unit are: ‘PRISONER OF | Yard,’ Par. : 
ZENDA,’ ‘THE WORLD’S OUR OYSTER,’ and ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM | PR caer bons ie Schubert, screenplay, ‘The 
SAWYER.’ arrier,’ Sherman-Par, _ : 

Franz Schulz, developing orig for 
Marlene Dietrich, Par. 

Edward Harvey, ‘History Is Made 
at Night,’ Wanger. 

Georgia Caine, Bud Wiser, Eugene 
ef : _— Depp, Greta Meyer, 

Seven in work, 9 editing, 8 preparing. In work: ee eR 

‘WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG,’ revorted as ‘CLASS PROPHECY,’ Variety, | ycion Bday Lae eye ho 
Dec. 23; ‘WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS,’ reported Nov. 30: ‘THE STONES | Brown, ‘Specie! Orders’ slits 
no Piedad reported Jan. 20; ‘NIGHT KEY,’ reported Jan. 27. Started si qafiadeline Ruthven, screenplay 

: ichae alloran e 

‘SHORT HAUL,’ produced by Trem Carr, directed by Arthur Lubin, Fred Spencer, asst. , re to 
original story by Herman Boxer, screen play by Scott Darling. Cast: John; John Cromwell, ‘The Prisoner of 
Wayne, Louise Latimer, Emerson Treacy, Grace Goodall, LeRoy Mason, | Zenda,’ S-I. 

Theodore von Eltz, Olaf Hytton, Harry Allen, Bruce Mitchell, Henry Syl- Robert North Bradbury, 

vester, Roger Imhof, Tully Marshall, Allan Cavin, Monty Vandegrift. “West of the Rockies,’ GN. 

Story dramatizes competition between the railroads and trucking trans- |, Albert Treynor, Jeff Moffit, script, 
portation of freight. Wayne, traffic superintendent of transcontinental | ‘There’s Always a Woman,’ Col. 
trucking company, is threatened with loss of certain big contracts by | Harry, Davenport, ‘The Devil Is 
money powers behind the railroads. To save these he sets about to prove | Driving,’ Col. 
that the trucks can get their cargo through across continent with greater | Arthur Martinelli, lenser; Rita 
speed and time than the railroads. To prove this a race is staged with | Cansino, Tom Kenne, Ray Bennett, 
the trucks winning against all obstacles and political influence that the | Jay Owen, ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ E. B, 
railroads had piled up, a ee Al d K M 

‘THE ROAD BACK,’ produced by Edmund Grainger and James Whale, | jey, sea y Baldwin, “Odette M nooo 
Whale also directing, story based on the Erich Maria Ramarque novel, |Grace Hale, Agnes Anderson, Lloyd 
screen play by R. C. Sherriff. Cast: John King, Andy Devine, Larry Blake, | Crane, Bud Flanigan, Phil Sherman, 
Slim Summerville, Louise Fazenda, Noah Beery, Jr., Barbara Read, Jean | |Major Farrell, Don Br “odie. Eddie 
Rouverol, Maurice Murphy, Eugene Garrick. | Featherstone, Charles Prince. Art 

Story is sequel to ‘ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT,’ and with a | Rowlands, ‘End of Adventure,’ Major. 
nine-week working schedule the company plans to make it a road-show Billy Bevan, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
special. Story starts out where ‘Western Front’ ended, showing how diffi- | Eddie Dunn, ‘Slave Ship,’ 20-F. 
cult it was for the German soldiers, who survived the war, to readjust Billy Wayne, Emmett Vogan, 
themselves to their former social life when they returned home. Under-| George Chandler, Selmer Jackson, 
lying the dramatic enfoldment is a moral lesson that war does not pay. | C. Henry Gordon, Edward Keene, 

‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU,’ produced by E. M. Asher and directed by | ‘Charlie Chan at the Olympics,’ 20-F, 
a ed on the Mildred Cram novel of the same name: no | Eddie Hart, Norman Willis. Lee 

















screenpia Milland, William | Phelps, Harry Semels, Russell Simp- 
Gargan, Ki ay kk * ? \ wy J é e Saneey Roland, ‘Midnight Taxi,’ 
rer an oh ee | re ' apes Bennett. Parker, ‘Wake Up and 
tion offid the front | “" od 4 

yard of mand as he | i enedict, Katherine Sheldon, 
is convalé Byerything is feng »McGlynn, Jr., ‘That I May 
serene unt#.c S.cannot under- | ~’Y° ? ; 

stand traditions and requiremen vice and through this mis- | ae McWade, ‘Private Enemy,’ 
understanding continually keeps the officer’s rating with the navy in| 


jeopardy. Her mind is changed when the husband is transferred to the | Ferdinand Gottschalk, ‘Cafe Metro- 


, pole,’ 20-F. 
(Continued on page 23) | Victor Sarno, Laurie Beatty. ‘Wee 








the citizens take it upon themselves to adopt it, with Foster, the boss, 
directing how it should be reared. All is quiet and serene for the gambling | 
element until a minister and a school teacher move in with intent to im- | 
prove living conditions in the gold-mad community. Friction and war set | 
in between the religious and sporting groups with the former gradually | 
gaining control and ordering the gambling boss and his confederates to | 
evacuate. From there on it depicts the hardships of the outcasts in their 
struggle to reach the next mining camp. 

Readied to start: ‘SATISFACTION GUARANTEED,’ ‘EASY GOING,’ 
‘GOING, GOING, —GONE,’ ‘NEW FACES OF 1937,’ ‘WOMEN ARE POI- 
SON,’ ‘MRS. AMERICA,’ ‘GUNGA DIN,’ ‘TAKE IT EASY,’ ‘YOU CAN’T 
BEAT LOVE,’ ‘BORROWED TIME,’ and ‘RADIO CITY REVELS.’ 


Republic 


, 

Two in work, 6 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

Started last week: ‘STEEL,’ produced by William Berke, directed by 
William Nigh, original by Owen Francis, screen play by Stuart and Dorrell | 
McGowan. Cast: Grant Withers, Beatrice Robbins, Judith Allen, Pierre | 
Watkins, Ranny Weeks, William Newell, Roger Williams, Georgia Caine, | 
Edgar Norton, Greta Myers, Eugene King, Eddie Anderson. | 


Story is backgrounded against Pittsburgh steel mill whose owner dies 
from heart attack. In his will he leaves the mill to his son, who is study- 
ing painting in Paris. Provisicn in will specifies he must work there a 
year before becoming eligible to the estate. Son starts as an ordinary 
mill hand and goes through the various departments until he reaches the 
white collar ranks. Romance is the v. p.’s secretary. | 


‘MAN FROM TEXAS,’ produced by A. W. Hackel, directed by Sam 
Newfield, or.ginal story by E. B. Adams, screen play by Fred Myton. Cast: 
Bob Steele, Lois January, Ernie Adams, Charles King, Frank LaRue, Lew 
Meehan, Dave O’Brien, Horace Murphy, Lloyd Ingraham, Jack Smith. 


Story depicts Steele as fast shooting, two-gun man from Texas who 
drifts into Arizona looking for new thrills. He finds it in a feud between 
two bands of cattle rustlers. He joins one side because leader has beauti- 
ful daughter. Steele takes command and does a lot of damage until the | 
girl, averse to the marauding, threatens to marry the leader of the losing 
band if Steele does not give up the fight. This Steele steadfastly refuses | 
and when he learns the girl means business, he rides to town and arrives | 
just in time to prevent the marriage, kills the leader, and peace is brought | 
about for the time being. 


Readied to start: ‘SPECIAL ORDERS,’ ‘LEGION OF THE DAMNED,’ and 
‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ 








Willie Winkie,’ 20-F 














Ward Bond, Frank Hagney, Charles 
P R O D U e ‘i I O N T A B L E Huber, George Humbert, ‘Night Key 
d i ‘Dorothy Granger, ‘The Road Back,’ 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered *, suadin iad 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- | Margaret MeWade. a. S. Hinds, 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- || ‘Wings Over Honolulu,’ U. 
tions for the 1936-37 season. ) lone Bartlett, “The Stones Cry 
Balance — Robert Addison, Robert Dalton, 
Pix tobe Stories || Phyllis Dobson, Janice Jarratt, Emily 
Number Pix now placed’ in | Lane, Martha O'Driscoll, Betty Jane 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- | Rhodes, ‘When Love Is Young,’ U. 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara~ || _ Austin Parker, screenplay ‘Life Is 
companies. — pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. || Sometimes Funny,’ U 
COLUMBIA ..... Lessing uate 12 2 9 217 3 || Al Martin, treatment untitled 
Larry Darmour. ve % 2 Fs 1 5 ag | Boris Karloff pic, U. 
ge oe WO seahoowea esdie - s 5 6 = ’ Jone Brian, ‘Kid Galahad,’ WB. 
er ee — vy ison Richard a 
PARAMOUNT ..... ssden * 21 8 5 14 5 | «rhe Singing owe al — Darwell, 
Ms P., ye catanen : : : 1 ; - Al Herman, ‘Talent Scout,’ WB. 
manue ree i Glenda Farrell, ‘ : : ‘ 
Harry Sherman....... 6 “¥ sa 1 5 1 WB. ee ee 
Frank Livyd.........¢ 1 1 s mt a Eddie Anderson, ‘Public Wedding,’ 
i 4 re ya 5 5 10 19 7 WB. 
David Loew........... 2 e ° 1 1 1 Harry Beresford, ‘Prince and the 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 $e oe 4 1 Pauper,’ WB. 
Ror 3 1 ° 2 1 Patricia Walthal’, Dick Foran, 
re 56 10 1 6 39 4 untitled western, WB. 
Se 94 - * ae 16 3 1 P 12 1 | Margaret Lindsay, Leonard Smith; 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 39 10 6 8 8 Gus Kahn, lyrics; Dr. William Axt, 
Sol Lesser. Pata aa 6 2 ° 4 music; Walter DePalma, ‘Song of the 
UNITED ARTISTS: | City,” MG. 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 es 1 4 3 {|| Vicki Baum, writing orig, MG. 
Waltcr Wanger........ 7 2 oe 1 4 3 | Spring Byington, ‘Skidding, MG. 
SSeS 5 2 be 3 3 | Kathleen Harrison, Merle Totten- 
SS PPPS eer er, 1 oe es 1 -- |; ham, Jimmy Aubrey, Emerson 
Criterion heseewared 2 ee oe 2 Fisher-Smith, Henry Mowgray: Ray 
Korda London......... 6 ‘ ae 6 Py June, lenser, ‘Night Must Fall,’ MG. 
UNIVERSAL .......... s 5 7 9 23 1 Jay Owen, Reginald Owen, 
 «Seioeyper K 1 os: 7 1 ‘Madame Waleska,’ MG. 
W ARN toaeee......... 60 34 6 21 lover . Mary Gordon, ‘Parnell,’ MG. 
a ; andi dunt ipo oxieune conten Lew Harvey, ‘Dead Yesterday,’ 
BRcscceces S12 162 47 38 226 69 20-F. , 
‘ 1 over Arthur Aylesworth, ‘Fifty Roads to 





i Town,’ 20-F. 
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“‘Fire Over England’ 
is one of the greatest 
dramas ever to come 


from a film studio” 
— says BOXOFFICE 










A FLAMING TRIBUTE... 


TO COURAGE...AND WOMAN'S LOVE! 


Thundering with the crack of sails in the wind...the 
clash of steel on steel...the pounding of hearts as 
brave men fare forth into battle for the nation they 
love...the nation they mu§ save for the sake of the 
women they worship! Proudly Alexander Korda pre- 
sents this thrilling drama! 


An ERICH POMMER Production 


Directed by WILLIAM K. HOWARD with 
FLORA ROBSON * LAURENCE OLIVIER « VIVIEN LEIGH 
LESLIE BANKS * RAYMOND MASSEY + TAMARA DESNI 


A LONDON FILM 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 


Wednesday, February 3, 1937 
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WHAT WALTER WANGER’S FIRST PRODUCTION FOR UNITED ARTISTS 
DID AT THE N, Y. RIVOLI] 1S Everybody's Musiness/...AND THE 
ABOVE ADVERTISEMENT TELLS THE STORY...HELD OVER INDEFINITELY: 


Loew's Midland, Kansas City, has cyclonic opening...then second day mobs boost 
business $300 above opening day. Third day the panic is still on as receipts hurdle to 
$600 over opening!...Wanger’s first for U. A. astonishes Atlanta as Loew's Grand con- 
tinues the box-office parade by almosi doubling house average for opening day...then 


accomplishing the impossible as second day's receipts top opener by more than $500! 
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. es- By Epes W. Sargent 





Smart Work for ‘Girls’ 


Harry Brown, Jr., working with 
Eddie Shea, Jr., and other members 
of his staff, batted ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ over to near-record business at 
Shea’s theatre, Newport. Campaign 
was toppved only by ‘My Man God- 
frey,’ with a Labor Day to help, yet 
it cost only $68.75. 

Somewhat unusual was the pro- 
motion of 10 24-sheet locations from 
the local bill poster, five of which 
were lighted. Given free in con- 
sideration of the business tossed him 
by the house on road shows. Brown 
also used 15 threes, mostly on house 
boards. 

Merchants had been promoted on 
a giveaway of a radio bar, and the 
award was set for the opening Mon- 
day of the picture, getting a literally 
packed house to go out and talk 
about it. Also helpful was the use 
of a three-horn loud speaker, in- 
stalled for bank nights. On such 


nights, with the street in front of 
the theatre jammed, frequent an- 
nouncements were made, but the 


speakers were also in use at other 
times to good effect. WJAR donated 
15 announcements and 10 tran- 
scriptions, without charge, and more 
broadcasting was done by Brown to 
the members of the business clubs to 
which he belongs. As he was there 
as a member, and not as a tout, he 
was able to slide this over nicely. 

Two sets of envelopes were used, 
one ‘For men only’ and the other for 
women. Former was sjgned by ‘One 
of the three smart girls’ and offered 
a date at the theatre. The other 
warned wives and sweethearts to 
watch the boys while the smart girls 
were in town. Town was small 
enough to let this hit on all cylinders. 
Several thousand miniature photos 
were distributed, and plenty of ad- 
vertising inside the house, with 12 
store windows to help along. 


Two Durbin Stunts 


Sonny Shepherd, of the Lincoln, 
Miami, crashed the front page of the 
Daily News fu. a four column, half 
page spread on Deanna Durbin and 
‘Three Smart Girls. Same day the 
pix opened he made a telephone 
connection with Hollywood and a 
sob sister interviewed her in con- 
nection with the picture, the payoff 
being the enrolment of the young 
star in the newspaper’s kid organiza- 
tion. Two column cuts each of the 
sob sister and Miss Durbin, the latter 
a wirephoto of the phone conversa- 
tion. 

Up in Lowell, Mass., Sam Torgan, 
of the RKO Keith, landed a co-op 
page with nine merchants hooked to 
the idea that smart girls patronized 
their stores because of specified rea- 
sons. Page made an exceptionally 
attractive display because of its good 
arrangement. 








Two Good Angles 


Spartanburg. 

Carolina used fingerprints and a 
broadcast warning ‘She’s a wild, wild 
woman’ to work up further interest 
in ‘Theodora Goes Wild.’ Film had 
been shown in some nearby towns 
but special build-up made it one of 
season’s top biz producers. The 
fingerprints were used with ‘warn- 
ing’ notices in newspapers, etc., and 
attracted wide attention. 

Houses playing local historical 
angle strong in exploiting George 
O’Brien in advance of his Daniel 
Boone film in these parts. Script is 
mainly concerned with the expedi- 
tion of 30-odd Carolina families 
across trackless forests and Cumber- 
land mountains into Kentucky. 
Schools, colleges, etc., being tied-in 
for historical appeal well in advance. 


Fine for Utah 


Salt Lake City. 

John Taylor, manager of Fox- 
Orpheum here, cashed in ail the 
blue checks on the table Feb. 26 
when he held a_ special preview 
of latest ‘March of Time,’ featuring 
the Latter-day Church ‘Mormons). 
Headquarters of church is here. 

More than 100 religious moguls, 
civic and business leaders attended 
the show. 

Film which featured the church's 
make-work program and showed 
candid shots of prominent leaders 
drew appreciative comments from 
everyone. Taylor had a secretary 
take down voluntary comments from 
Suests, which will be basis of ad- 





ruary 11 for a weeks’ run. 


Sold on Cuts 
Norfolk. 

Special discount to civic club mem- 
ers Was used as a means of packing 
the audience to ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
at the Loew's State Theatre. Nor- 
folk. This initially successful ex- 
Ploitation clicked because of perfect 
timing on distribution of discount 
Slips at luncheon meetings the week 
before the presentation of the pro- 


duction on a road-show basi 

Schools came in on special student 
Prices. with whole classes that were 
Studying Shakespeare's jour- 


works 


neying to theatre? 





| 


| 





erti > | the Black Legion.’ 
vertising campaign when shown Feb- | the Black I ! 


Planting 


Often the best results come not 
from newspaper stories written by 
the manager or his press agent, 
but from a story written by some re- 
porter from a tip given by the man- 
agement. Planting stuff is a lost 
art to many theatrical ramrodders 
and something others never knew 








about. They do not realize that a 
story written by a staff man will 
have a freshness of appeal the} 


theatre’s own stories may lack. And 
it is very simple to plant if only 
the manager takes the trouble to 
cultivate the legmen on the papers. 

This is another point where many 
managers are lacking. They make 
a heavy play for the editor and the 
motion picture editor, but ignore 
completely the humble reporter who 
legs it about town looking for what 
he can see. And yet often more 
stuff can be planted through the leg- 
men than over the regular desk if 
cordial relations are maintained. 

The alert manager makes a point 
of feeding the reporters material 
whether or not it concerns the house. 
If he knows a bit of gossip he passes” 
it along. He offers suggestions for 
other stories, and in between he 
shoves in something about the house. 
These stories may not concern the | 
feature being run, but create a more | 
permanent interest in the theatre 
itself as a place of entertainment. 
People, for instance, are interested 
in just how much electricity it takes 
to run a feature through the pro- 
jectors. They seldom realize that 
smoothness “of performance is due 
to the efficiency of the change-over 
signals. There are hundreds of 
similar items, everyday to the man- 
ager, but interesting to the lay 
reader and which the reporter will 
be glad to work into a story. Play 
up the theatre as well as the feature 
—_ it will be easier to sell the lat- 
er. 








Auto Stunts 


Most managers get the names of 
auto owners from the state board of 
‘egistration, but one theatre conducts 
its own compilation. All auto buy- 
ers of both new and _ second-hand | 
cars are advised if they register the 
car with the theatre they will re- 
ceive a pair of tickets. Names and 
addresses are given, and this spe- 
cial list is used for mailing out ad- 
vertising on automobile pictures. Fig- 
ured that it gives about 90% of auto 
owners, which is close enough. 

In another town a list of buyers is 
obtained from all dealers and each 
new owner gets a special form letter 
reminding him that the theatre offers 
free parking space for those attend- 
ing the theatre. House has a large 
lot near the theatre and the parking 
fee is merely the purchase of one 
admission ticket. Park is kept open 
until midnight for the benefit of 
those who want something to eat 
after the picture, 

Following the recent exploitation 
of new models a theatre gave its 
rather commodious lobby over to the 
display of a line of popular cars, 
specifying that the cars would not 
be shown until unveiled at the the- 
atre. Cars were paraded to the house 
carefully covered with signs stating 
that the cars would be on view that 
evening. Display was made inside 
the ticket gate and represented a 
smart profit, to say nothing of the 
value of the parade. Useful only 
where the fire department will pass 
the stunt, but permissible where the 
cars will not block free exit. 


They Still Won’t Talk 
Detroit. 

Special preview of ‘Black Legion’ 
flicker by the four cult prisoners in| 
Michigan state prison, provoked 
reams of free publicity in dailies 
here last week but failed to provide 
a ‘stamp of approval’ of  film’s 
authenticity by the convicts. 

Fearful lest other prisoners ‘cut 
their throats’ because they were 
getting a special privilege, the four 
Black legionnaires sat clustered to- 
gether with prison officials during 
the preview and afterwards pleaded 
complete ignorance of Black Legion 





| see the picture. 





activities. One of the inmates, serving 
a life term for a cult murder, 
ventured the opinion that, while he 
thought it was a good film, he 
couldn't vouch for it’s authenticity 





because ‘I don’t know nothing about | 


Champagne Party 
Chicago. 

Balaban & Katz took advantage of 
the title to the ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) to promote a champagne party 
for Veloz and Yolanda, in the picture, 
who happened to be in town the day 
before the picture opened at the 
Chicago theatre. 

Party was held in the theatre's 
studios, the press turning out in full 
fores, and the radio net going for it 
to the extent of an afternoon shot on 
Columbia and a midnighter on Mu-} 
tual. Frank Veloz appearing on both 
Papers gave picture plenty of pub-| 

day. 


licity, the next 


Penny Surdaes 
New Haven. 

Bob Russell had some nifties for 
his run of ‘Pennies from Heaven’ at 
Polis. Used two different angles for} 
five-and-ten-cent store plugs. First | 
was a Bing Crosby sundae, topped | 
off with large candy pennies in gold 
wrappers. Second was a window dis- 
play of songs, with st::ngs of gold- 
wrapped candy hanging from 
‘Heaven’ (ceiling). 

Another good stunt was worked 
the week before opening. Customers 
receiving change at box office were 
handed ten pennies in wrapper. On 
questioning the idea they were told 
the package was just some ‘Pennies 
from Heaven.’ 

John Hesse put on heaviest cam-| 
paign in weeks for ‘Black Legion’ at 
the Roger Sherman. In addition to 
magazine and newspaper inserts, | 
Hesse went to town with an eight- 
character radio sketch taken from 
film dialog. A lobby display showed | 
two wax dummies. in Legion garb, 
standing beside a mammoth repro-| 
duction of organization’s oath. 


Most effective stunt was a tiein 


firms advised employees they must} 
Further reminder 
was handed them on frintco inserts 
in their pay envelopes. 

Ben-Cohen used a couple of differ- 
ent ideas for his campaign on ‘Gay | 
Desperado’ at the College. First was | 
a preview for representative Italian |} 
citizens who passed the word along | 
by speeches and announcements on | 
their own hook. Gag was effective | 
because of large local Italian popu- 
lation. 


Another angle was developed by | 
loaning working script of film to 
Yale drama students who studied 
both the script and film itself. Cohen 
also landed a flock of windows by 
using everything in the film from a 
jewelry display to a Leo Carrillo hat. 
Direct mail campaign to a list of} 
opera -symphony ° subscribers also | 
bore fruit. 





Selling an Artie 

St. Louis. 
The exploitation for ‘Plough and 
Stars’ at Fanchon & Marco’s 
seater Fox, engineered by 


Casmir, p.a. was chiefly thiough 


5.000- | 
Marvin} 


special groups who would get behind | 


a pix of the more artistic type and 
promote’ it with their own or@eniza- 
tions. A talk of the Abbey Players 
was delivered to the Better Films 
Council of St. Louis which has rep- 
resentatives from about ninety wom- 
en's groups. Casmir made the initial 
address and the representatives of 
the women’s groups, in turn, talked 
to their bodies. 

Enlisting aid of local high schools 
was accomplished by inviting teach- 
ers of English and History to a pre- 


view and, based on their favorable 
reports, permission was granted to 
enter high schools with announce- 


ments of the feature. 


and these allowed students to re- 


| deem cards at theatre b.o. for regular 


tickets at student rates. 


Local parents’ organizations also 
aided. Letters were sent over presi- 


. | dent’s name to entire membership of 
| with New Haven manufacturers assn. | I 


|and local factories in which execs of | 


Child Conservation Conference. ex- 
plaining film and urging support in 
other groups and suggesting attend- 
ance. Newspaper ads also were of a 
higher type than generally used and 
campaign was on a more artistic 
plane than the usual run of mine ex- 
ploitation in these parts. 





Pram’ed ‘Black Legion’ 
Greenville, S. C. 


Student iden-| 
| tification cards were made available 


Window Stunts 


Years ago they used to stop traffic 
with stocking parades in store win- 
dows, and they could encore the fol- 
lowing week, if desired. The shade 
was drawn down to expose only the 
lower portion of the window anc 
girls in various shades of the stock- 
ings to be advertised paraded up and 
down, only the stockings showing 
It is still a good idea, though bu? 
little used in spite of its value. since 
the drawn shade was given almost 
wholly to an advertisement for the 
picture being touted. 


But here is another, and simpler 
idea. The same layout is used. but 
only one girl is employed. The re- 


mainder of the window is filled with 
the lifelike stocking models now ir 
use. A sign states that only one pai: 
of the legs is animated and chal- 
lenges the spectator to tell which 
one. The girl is selected because 0! 
her ability to remain absolutelv 
quiet, and with a properly trainec 
girl the effect is baffling. The gir’ 
gets a 10 minute rest in each hal 
hour period, which also serves to 
disperse the crowd against the col- 
lection of a new audience. 

Another stunt that cuts an eve» 
wider swath is the girl who spends 
three days or a week in a stoi 
window, presumably on a bet or a 
dare. An electric range permits her 
to prepare her own meals and she 
can invite friends in for a visit or to 


| dinner. The curtains are drawn only 


Only outstanding stunt in exploi- | 


tation here last week was fostered 
by Dick Lashley, Carolina, in con- 
nection with ‘Black Legion’ pic. 

Lashley had streets patrolled by 
men in ‘Legion’ regalia and sold pic 
in local papers from horror angle 
by bordering all ads with traditional 
heavy black lines. Whole business 
smelt strongly of press book stuff. 
but the b.o. receipts smelt of big 
money; so regardiess of where iva 
came from it was a natural. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Canton, O. 
Recent ownership changes include 
the Pastime at 


Brookville to S. L. | 


given a testimonial dinner (28) at 
the Hotel Statler by friends in the 
film biz. He is succeeded by Nate 


James; Little Playhouse, Dayton, to | First, former branch manager at New 


W. X. Keyes. and the Delyn, at New 
Straitsville, to C. E. Davis. 

Ohio, Baltimore, has been reopened 
and the Pastime at Brookville is 
again operating while the Family at 
Adelphia is dark. 

Tom Schrader, named manager of 
the Granada, Beaver Falls, Pa., suc- 
ceeding F, ‘Bridgie’ Weber, re- 
signed. 





Spartanburg, S. C. 

Fred Reid delegated to write spe- 
cial show scripts for stage presenta- 
tions and othe™ house build-ups at 
State. ’ § £i2 a 

Hollywood at York, # éd by 
fire last Thanksgiying, wiTl’ be re- 
opened soon. 3) 

Ushers under 18 in S. C., looking 
for the few jobs that come under the 
law since passage of S. C. iron-clad 
child labor law appears assured in 
General Assembly. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Alamo which has been closed for 
several months, has been opened 
again under the management of Wil- 
liam Clark and Herman Zappe. 











Troy, N. Y. 
Fifth Avenue, 750 seat neighbor- | 
hooder, had it formal opening last | 


week after being remodeled. Double- 
feature policy, with four changes | 
weekly. 





Charlotte? N. C. 

Before leaving Raleigh for a re- 
turn to Mexico City. where he rep- 
resents the United States, Ambassa- 
dor Josephus Daniels turned the 
first spade on the site of the Am- 
bassador theatre at Raleigh on which 
work has just been started. 

Forsythe, Winston-Salem 
houe, onened Jan. 13. 

Contract for new house at Green- 
ville, being built by Dr. Fletcher 
Jordan. owner. awarded Morris- 
McKoy Building company, Green- 
ville, general contractor. 





picture 


Leon, Ia. 
A cement garage housing the thea- 


tre at Weldon, Iowa. was destroyed 
by fire Jan. 23. Loss $3.000. 
Lincoln. | 
! 
Sunday shows are in for Arnold 
Neb. 
Bill Knight drew the house mana- 
ger’s job at the Lincoln. succeeding 
Gus Nelson. who was promoted to 
personnel manage Knight's spot at 
the Orpheum went to Kurth Nel 
- D r¢ C 
35 , j Bitton 
Tom Spry, retiring Warner B 


oth- | melman 
ers exchanue ghapivies, he?-y 484 RIM Feo y30 





ville, Mo.., 


Haven, 





Bridgeport. 


Michael Carroll, aide to Edgar 


Lynch at Cameo (WB) goes to Lake- | 


ville to manage Stuart theatre. New | ticles of each. Lost and found de 


Lynch assistant is Charies Obert. 





New Orleans. 
Henry Thibodeaux, former booker 
for Paramount, named manager of 
the Southern Film Exchange. 





ringfield, O. 
ident Chakeres 
a 20-year lease 

., largest cinema 
Pipuse in Greene c@unty. Possession 

y ft and theatréclosed for 60 days 
during .which time approximately 
$25,000 will be spent in remodeling, 
redecorating and refurnishing. 

The Bijou is No. 11 in Chakeres 
circuit, company having nine thea- 
tres in operation now jn Springfield, 
Greenville, Wilntington and Logan, 


Phit Chakeres, pr 
Theatres, Inc., sign 
for Bijou, Xenia, 


construction at Hillsboro, O., this 
spring. 

St. Louis. 
Theatre, Hoopeston, 
among several business 
destroyed by fire re- 


McFerren’s 
Ill.. was 
structures 
cently. 

F. V. and L. A. Mercier, of Perry- 
planning new house in 
Salem, Mo. 

The Film Exchange Bldg., Inc.. has 
received articles of incorporation 
and will conduct theatrical real es- 
tate and investment business. Incor- 
porators are Nat Koplar and Irwin 
J. Meyer, St. Louis, and Sol E. Kop- 
lar, Chicago. 

RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., New 
York, has been authorized to operate 
in Missouri as non-resident corp. It 
is to use $52,512.26 of its capital in 
Missouri. Russell T. Keyers. Jeffer- 


| son City, will be principal Missouri 


agent. 

Hollywood Amusement Co. has 
been incorporated to engage in gen- 
eral theatrical business for public 


entertainments, including motion pic- 
ture Incorporators are Al and 
Dorothy Rosecan, St. Louis. and 
Walter Voracek, Overland, Mo. 





Pittsburgh. 
Sarn Lubell, Main Line salesman 
for Columbia exchange here, to city 
salesman in Cincinnati office. George 
Tice moves up to Lubell’s post and 
Harry Roney upped from 
hooker to the office 


assistant 
managersh 


> co o« > re ran five v 
p Re 5 jing afjer more than five yea 
iw ant 


Amu. Co., Robert Kim- 


to take 


{a ri 


mes with Col. 


ove! 


when she is dressing. and she sleep: 
under a dim blue light. Best worked 
in a furniture store window, with 
advertising for the fittings as well a 
the picture, but no matter where i‘ 
is worked, it will keep them in fron’ 
of the glass all day. If desired, the 
girl can wear a half-mask to make i* 
mysterious. Best in small towns, but 
it will work in the cities, too. 





Changed the Formula 
Chicago. 


Throw-away which Balaban anc 
Katz. madeup for the fifth anni- 


versary of their Southtown theatre 


offers something a little differen 
from anything in its class, being de- 
voted almost solely to institutiona’ 
advertising, instead of plugging the 
pictures for the date of the anni- 


| versary celebration, and even thosc 


} 
| 
| 








| lege Holiday’ 


plugs were pictorial. 

First of the four pages, all printec 
on smooth stock. was devoted to = 
picture of the theatre, with smalle’ 
cuts showing Burns and Allen and 
Shirley Temple in stills from ‘Col- 
and ‘Stowaway,’ the 
double feature then playing. 

Inside spread was mostly picture 
explanations of the services renderec 
by the theatre, with very short ar 


partment, parking and tire changing 
aquarium, and kid checking, were al’ 
plugged both with pictures anr 
squibbs. Last page consisted of six 
cuts, all stills, from the two pictures. 





Campaigned the Clergy 


Pittsburgh. 

Joe Feldman, publicity director for 
WB, mapped out smart campaign fo 
Stanley’s ‘Black Legion,’ selling it 
heavily to district's clergy for week: 
ahead of opening. Had screening: 
two or three times a week for rabbi- 
and priests and as a result got mors 
pulpit praise for meller than an: 
flicker has received around here ir 
years. 

Men of cloth almost without ex- 


| ception based at least one Sunda’ 
O., and a new one ready to go into! 


sermon on ‘Legion’ and in some case 
a few of them followed it up with 
still others. Heads of Catholic, Jew- 
ish and foreign organizations in city 
were also guests at a couple of pre- 
views and they were instrumental in 
spreading the gospel back amons 
their respective groups. 





Smart Idea 


The Hague. 
In order to boost the premiere in 
Amsterdam of M-G’s ‘San Francisco” 
the Dutch branch office of Metre 
Goldwyn at Amsterdam ordered. 


| from one of the Amsterdam paper 


(Algemeen Handelsblad), a replic 
of that paper of the 19th of Apri! 
1906. A big hzadline opens the firs 
page with: ‘San Francisco Hit b: 
Earthquake’ and inner page gav 
photographs. ° 

100,000 copies were spread in Am 
sterdam that day. Stunt paid. be 


| cause for days this paper was toni: 


of the day and it surely worked i: 
boosting the box-office, 


Lobby Signs 

Many theatres now make two an 
three plane displays for their lobby 
wall signs, raising the illustrative 
matter with blocks above the back- 
gZround. The result is generally we! 
worth the extra trouble, and give 
a real distinction to the display 

One of the best of recent display 
howed cutouts from the small pos 
mounted on plaques against 
ilver tinsel backing which gave ar 





ters 


‘iridescent halo around the display 


\ 


Th was achieved through pastin 
(Continued on page 67) 
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They'll Be Making Love 
All Spring And Summer To: 


“VE GOT MY LOVE TO 
KEEP ME WARM” “THIS 


YEAR’S KISSES” > 


“THE GIRL 


ON. THE POLICE. GAZETTE” 
“YOU'RE LAUGHING AT ME” 
“HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM” 


“SLUMMING 


ON PARK 


AVENUE” 


taal 


e Markey 
a 


1 Ruth 
by Roy De . Screen play y 
























THE MAKERS OF YOUR GREATEST MUSICAL HITS "i 
GIVE YOU THE MONEY HONEY OF 1937! 
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CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 


(Most of these available with English titles) 


Abyssinia (Russ) (Amkino). War record. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 
Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp) Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. Dir. Fernando 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. _ 

Amo Te Sola (It) (Nuovo Mondo) Love under handicap. Dir. Mario Mat- 
tioti. 75 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22. 
Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis). Heavy drama 

mins. Rel Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18 
Anna (Russ) (Amkino) Love and intrigue on the steppes. Dir. Piriev. 90 
mins Rel. July 1. Rev. July 22 
Anna und Elisabeth (Ger) (Casino) Heavy drama 
Wiecke. Dir. Frank Wysbar. 70 mins. Rel. June 1. 
Asi Es La Mujer (Sp) Frothy romance. Dir. Jose Bohr. 
At Uj Foeldeser (Hung). Semi-historical drama. Dir. 
Rel. Sept. 15 
Baratsagos Arcot Kerek (Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. 
mins. Rel. Oct 
ier de Seville, Le (Fr) 
~— Jean Kemm. 80 mins. Rel. Sept 15 
arole (Ufa) (Ger). Offenbach’s opera Gustav 
eT asset 83 mins. Rel Oct. 15 Rev Oct. 21 
Befehl ist Befehl (Ger) (Casino). Army farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 
Betterstudent, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Millocker’s opera. 
Jacoby. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30 
Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soviet's Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korsch- 





Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 


Hertha Thiele, Dorothea 
Rev. July 1. 

70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
Szoke Szakall. 70 | 
(Franco) Rossini’s opera. Andre Bauge. Dir. | 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric 


A. Elling. 


Sablin. 84 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 e 
Bolek and Lolek (Pol). Musical comedy. Dir. J. Rosen. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Rev. Dec. 16 : 
Calandria, La (Sp). Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 60 mins 
Rel. Oct. 1. : 


Calvario de sim Esposa, * {Seb Mexican sentimental drama. Dir. Juan Oro). 
70 mins. Rel. Sept. 
Campo Di Maggio (It) (Hew World). Story by Mussolini about Napoleon. Dir 

G Forzano 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev Sept. 16. 
Capello a Tre Punte, 1 (It) (New World). Farce. Dir 
mins. Rel Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 
Ciboulette (Fr) (Franco). Operetta. Dir. Claude Lara 
Cieca di Sorrento, La (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 1 
Nunzio Malasomma. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 5 


Cielito Lindo (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O’Quigley. 
Nov. 1. 


Mario Camerini, 10 


60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


80 mins. Rel. 


Drei Blaue Jungs (Ger) (Casino). Nazi naval life. Dir. Carl Boese. 70 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. 
Edes Mostoha (Hung) (Danubia). Kid's yarn. Dir. Bela Balogh. 95 mins. 


Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16 

Ein Auto und Kein Geld (Ger). (Germania). 
mins Rel. Aug. 1 Rev Aug. 12. ; 

Ein Lied, Ein Kuss, Ein Maedel (Ger) (Germania). 
music. Gustav Froehlich, Martha Eggerth. Dir. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec 16. 

Eine Frau die Weist Was Sie Will (Ger) (Casino). “ 
Lil Dagover. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 82 mins. Rel. July 15 

Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). Heavy drama. Dir. 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2 

Fahrt in die Jugend, Die (Ger) (Casino). 
mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Fiat Voluntas Dei (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Talky comedy. 
Amileto Palermi. 80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 15. 

Nazi propaganda. Dir Werner. Kortwich. 

Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Ganze Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe, 
Susa. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Gesuzza La Sposa_Garibaldina (It). Italian Joan of Are. Dir. A. Blassetti. 75 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 18 

Glueckspilze (Ger) (Casino). Drama of adolescence. 
80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Grenzieuer (Ger) (Zwicker). Intrigue in the Alps. Dir. Hans Beck-Gaden. 85 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Gypsies (Russ) (Amkino). Saga of collective farms. 
Goldblatt. 85 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 5 


Harom Sarkany (Hung) (Danubia). Romance of collegiates. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 


Musical farce. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 


Cinderella again, with 
Geza von Bolvary. 98 


From Oscar Strauss’ operetta. 
Rev. July 22. 

Laszlo Vajda. 75 
Farce comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 
Angelo Musco. Dir. 
102 mins. Rel. 
Charlotte 


Die (Ger). Mystery-romance. 


Dir. Robert A. Stemmle. 


Dir. Evgeni Schneider, M. 


90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 
Heisses Blut (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama Marikka Roekk. Dir. Georg | 
Jacoby 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 


Heroes del Barrio, Les (Sp). 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Ich Sehne Mich Nach Dir (Ger) (Casino), Backstage operatics. 
Camilla Horn. 90 mins. Dir. Johannes Riemann. Rel. 
Sept. 16. 

Irma, La Mala (Sp). 
Oct. 1. 


Louis Graveure, 
Sept. 1. Rev. 


Marital mixups Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 mins. Rel. 


Ist Main Mann Nicht Fabelhaft (Ger). Domestic comic complications. Dir. 
Georg Jacoby. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9 


Junge Graff, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Light comedy with music. 
Kar! Lamac. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16 


Kakos Dromos, O (Gr). Heavy drama. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Kampf, Der (Russ) (Amkino). German-language story of Hitler cruelties. Dir. 
Gustav Wangenheim. 86 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16 


Kermesse Héroique, La (Fr) (Tobis) Comedy spec. Dir. Jacques Feyder. 95 
mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30. 


Koenigwalzer (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 11 


Lacrimme e Sorrisi (It) (DuWorld). Martial mixugs. Dir. 
57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 


La Paloma (Ger) (Casino). Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. Dir. Karl 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 


Legy 2 * ogee ee (Hung) (Danubia). Life in a children’s school. 
zekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Letzte Rose (Ger) (Casino). Operetta based on ‘Martha. Dir. Kar) Anton. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 

Liebesleuie (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of modern life. Renate Mueller, Gustav 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7 

Liebesroman im Hause Hapsburg (Ger) (Casino) Historical item. Dir. Will! 
Wolff. 81 mins. Rel Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 


Lied Geht um Die Welt (Ger) (Tobis). Musical. Joseph Schmidt. 
ard Oswald. 60 mins. Rel Sept. 15 Rev. Sept. 30 


Luc! Sommerse (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Rajfles lives again 
72 mins. Rel June 15. Rev. July 1. 


Madres del Mundo (Sp) Romance, made in Mexico. 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Manewry Milosne (Polish). 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18 


Mater Nostra (Sp) (Mexican drama). Dir. Gabriel Sora. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Mein Liebster ist Ein Jaegermann (Ger) (Casino) 


Anny Ondra. Dir. 


Willi Forst. Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 


Raffaello Matarazzo. 


Dir. Istvan 


Dir. Rich- 
Dir. Adelqui Millar 
Dir. Rinaldo Aguilar. 80 
Dir. J. Nowina-Przybylski. 


Operetta 70 mins. Rel. 


Slezak. Dir. Walter Kolm. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). Hugo’s classic. Harry Baur. Dir 


Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. fel, Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger) Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. 
lan. @ mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 

Mujer del Puerto, La (Sp).Life in Mexico. Dis. Arcady Boytler 
Aug. 15. 

Mujeres de Hoy (Sp). 
Rel. Dec 1 

Mutiger Seefahrer, Der (Ger) (Casino). 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) (DuWorld). Probably best described as a 

_ .. travelogue. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4 

Natalka Poltavka (Russ) (Amkino). Ukrainian musical. Dir. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev Dec. 30 

Ne Sirj Edesanyam (Hung) (Danubia) Faith-healing at the 
Dir. Bela Balogh. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25 

Nightingale (Russ) (Amkino). First Moscow color-film. Dir 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. 

Pa Solsidan (Sw) (Scandinavian) Romance. Lars 
lander. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 Rev. Sept. 16 

Passaportu Rosso (It) (New World). It’s a hard life 
Brignone 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 9 

Porteuse de Pain, La (Fr) (Lenauer). Weepy meller. Dir 

_ Rel July 1. Rev. July 8 
Prince Jean, Le (Fr) (20th). Royal intrigue 


Yon V. Har- 
70 mins. Rel. 


Melodramatic love story. Dir. Ramon Peon. 90 mins. 


Heavy farce Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 
E. Kavaleridze. 
Lourdes Shrine 
Nikolai Ekk. 95 
Hanson. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 
[sa Miranda. Dir. 
Rene Sti. 74 mins 


Natalie Paley. Dir. Jean de Mar- 


suenot. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16 
Privatsekretaerin Heiratet (Ger) (Zwicker) Romance in farce time. Dolly 
Haas. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9 


Rakoczi March (Hung) (Danubia). Military drama. Dir. Steven 
mins Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 
Revolutionists (Russ) (Amkino). History of early communist regime. 


Dir. Vera Stroyeva. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dee. 30 


Szekely. 82 
100 mins. 


| Southern 





Marikka Rokk. Dir. Georg | 


From Mastriani’s classic. Dir. | 


|a review of the original proceedings. 





Kids do some acting. Dir. Armando Vidal. 80 | 





| Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). 


Old-fashioned: farce. Leo | 
| DuWorld, 729 Seventh Ave. 


| Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave 
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Jack Berman New Head 


Of Seal ete | Par in Mols. Cures ‘Em of Any Dual 
Yen by Coupling 2B or C Pictures 


Los Angeles, Feb. 
Independent Theatre Owners» ‘of 
Californie and Arizona 
elected new officers and a board of | 
directors for 1937 

Officers include: Jack Berman. 
prexy; Irving Carlin, v. p. and exec- 
utive chairman; C. A. Ferry, v. Pp. } 
and treasurer, and Harry Vinnicof, 
v.p. Board members are Berman. 
Carlin, Ferry, H. W. Bruen. Jay Sut- | 
ton, Lou Bard and E. S. Calve. 


US. Sup. Court Nixes 
3 Par Reorg Lawyers’ 
Claims for 1006 Fees. 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Claims of three attorneys seeking 
compensation for their part in reor- 
ganization of Paramount were re- 
jected Monday (1) by the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. 

Agreeing with the New York Fed- 
eral District Court. the highest 
bench refused to review unsuccess- 
ful efforts of Archibald Palmer. 
Louis Boehm and Samuel Zirn of | 
New York to collect $100.000 from | 
Paramount for their work repre- 
senting a minority group of stock 
and bondholders. The court did not 
express any opinion on its own ac- 
count, merely denying petitions for 


| 
| 





The three attorneys insisted they 
had played important parts in events | 
which led up to adoption of the 
eventual reorganization plan. Palmer 
and Boehm insisted their activity 
was instrumental in slicing interest 
rates charged by banks, bringing a 
saving of $117.184, and in bringing 
about more representation on the 
board for varidus interests. Zirn 
said he prevented ‘drainage’ of the 
estate, encouraged institution of 
suits against former officers and di- 
rectors, and fought excessive allow- 





ances to receivers and attorneys, 
putting in 800 hours’ time on the 
mess. 


Each lawyer was turned down in 
the initial instance. Zirn claimed he 
was entitled to $75,000 as pay and 
$1,207 for expenses, while Boehm 
claimed $10,000 and Palmer de- 
manded $15,000. 








‘Winterset’ Ban, Then 
Reversal, Hypos Biz 





Sask., Feb. 2. 
After the joint censor 
Manitoba 


Regina, 
board for 
and Saskatchewan banned 
‘Winterset’ and a film board reversed 
the decision, the screen version of 
Maxwell 
pacity crowds at the Rex theatre, 


Martin Bloom, manager of the inde- 
pendent theatre here, states. 


Anderson’s play drew ca- 


The censor board banned it be- 


cause it showed details of murder | 


and criminal assault. 


Hyde-Royal Film, 
H'wood Ad Outht 


Up on | Charges: 





Washington, Feb. 2. 

Hollywood group, using the name 
of Royal Film Studios, on Monday 
(1) was cited by the Federal Trade 
Commission. Promoters were grant- 
ed 20 days to answer the Govern- 
ment complaint. 

In allegation of unfair trade prac- 
tices in violation of Federal statutes, 


Trade Commish named Royal Re= 
vues, Inc., West Coast Discount Corp.., 
Ltd., Royal Film Studios, and L. H. 
and W. C. Hyde of 6655 Santa Mon- 
ica blvd., objecting to certain trade 
practices with theatre operators 
and merchants involving exhibition 
of trailers plugging certain lines of 
business. 





Schlussakkord (Ger) (Ufa). 
Rev. Sept. 16. 
Schuesterne Casanova, Der (Ger) 
Lamac. 60 mins. Rel Avg. 15. 
Serpente a Sonagli (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 
Matarazzo. 85 mins. Rel Aug. 15 
She-Devil Island (Sp) (FD). Mexican-1 


Drama. Lil Dagover. 


(Casino). 


made drama. 


100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Romantic comedy. Dir. Car] 
Murder in a girl’s school. Dir. Rafaelo 


Rev. Aug. 19. 
Dir. Raphael Sevilia. 65 


mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug 16. 


Slalom (Aust) (DuWorld). 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. 
Soderkakar (Sw) (Scandinavian) Music 


Life and love in the Alps. 


Dir. Arnold Fanck. 67 
al. Edward Person. Dir. Weyler Hilde- 


brand. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23 


Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) (Zwicker). 


Teutonic propaganda. Dir. Turn Hup- 
. & 


rtz. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 


pe 
Song of China (Chinese) (MacLean) 
60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 
Son of Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino) 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins. Rel, Nov. 
Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Ufa). 


Detlef Sierck. 89 mins. Rel. Nov. ‘¥: 


Traumulus (Ger) (Tobis). 


Drama in the Orient. 


Heavy drama. Emil Jannings. 


s. Rel. June Rev. July 1. 
nA Ae ». Ente mews events, spiced into feature. 87 


Bp Dir. Lo Ming-Yau 


Propaganda of the Mongolian sector. Dir 


15. Rev. Nov. 25. 
en’s oldie in a new version. Dir. 


~Rev. Nov. 18. 
Dir. Carl Froehlich. 


Domestic te, Anne-Marie Brunius. Dir. 


Arne 


105 mins. Relk-Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 2 
Ungdom Av I Dag (a (Par). 
P. A. Brann s 
U.S.S.R. NeMitel Aaa 
mins Rel. 
Varan Pojke (Sw) Sune 139, 
Bornebusch, 93 mins. 


Verlorene Tal, Das (Ger) (Casino). 
berger. 100 mins. Rel. May 15. 
mins. Rel. July 1. Rev July 15. 

Love in the 
mins Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18 

Walzer fuer Dich Ein (Ger) (Casino) 
milla Horn. Dir. Georg Zoch. 90 1 

Weiberregiment (Ger) (Ufa) Military 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 16 

Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino) 
lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 

Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux). 
Poirier. 90 mins. Rel Nov. 


Key to Addresses 


Harold Auten, 1540 Broadway 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Casino, 240 E. 86th St 
Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 


European. 154 W 55th St 





Franco-American, 66 Fifth Ave 


Love in the mountains. 
Rev. July 1 
Wackere Schustermeister (Ger) (Germania). 


Travelogue, 
15. Re 


Romance. Edvard Person. Dir. 
ta Dir. Edmund Heu- 
Farce. Dir. Carl Heinz Wolff. 90 
Dir. Fritz Buch. 90 


Ret. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct 


Silesian forests. 


Musical fantasy. Louis Graveure, Ca- 
nins. Rel Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 7 
comedy. Dir. Kar) Ritter. 90 mins 


Comedy romance. Dir. Carl Froeh- 


partly in English. Dir. Leon 
v. Nov 25 


General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. lI 
J H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Continent, 50 E 42nd St 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Jean Lenauer, 202 W. 58th St. 
Martin Nosseck. 326 Audubon Ave. 
Metropolis, 260 Fifth Ave 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W 42d St 
John ana rnoux, 126 W. 46th St 
Ufa 29 Seventh Ave 





diane Produchinn Cc hart 


(Continued fro 


naval base at Honolulu and reconcile 
band has fought to uphold. 
Universal has secured the co-ops 
this dramatization authentic as possit 
aircraft activities. 
Readied to start: 
‘THE COP,’ ‘GOOD 


rat 


‘BE IT EVER SO 
AS MARRIED,’ 


| and ‘SMOKE TREE RANGE.’ 


m page 17) 


ion of the naval authorities to make ! 
le insofar as it concerns the naval 


HUMBLE,’ ‘DELAY IN THE SUN,’ | 


‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ 


Warners 


Six in work, 21 editing, 8 preparing. 
‘THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER,’ 


CHARLIE, DANCE,’ reported Jan. 20 

DING,’ ‘KID GALAHAD,” and ‘THE 8S 

27. No pictures statted last week 
eadied to start: ‘MIRACLE MOT 


In work: 
reported Variety, Dec. 16: ‘DANCE, 
‘TALENT SCOUT, ‘PUBLIC WED- 
INGING MARINE,’ all reported Jan. 
NTAIN,’ ‘EVER 


SINCE EVE,’ “THE 


{ Minneapolis, Feb. 2. 

| Local film exchange heads who 
want to see double-featuring wide- 
spread in the territory charge that 
| John J. Friedl, general manager of 
| the Publix circuit, is not giving the 
policy a tair initial tryout in the 
four Twin City houses where it re- 
cently was launched. They claim 
that the public’s failure to respond 


satisfactorily is due to the fact that 
the weakest B and C pictures have 
been combined for dual bills, instead 


'of linking an A and a B or C film 
as is done in other territories. 

As a result of film fans’ continued 
'apathy, S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied 
States’ executive secretary, declares 
| it is a certainty that indepedent ex- 
|hibitors in the territory will not 
|adopt the double-feature policy. 
Race City exhibitor members of 

Northwest Allied have until March 7 
to reconsider a decision not to 
| double-feature and when that date 
| arriv es there'll be no reconsideration, 
| according to Kane, who asserts that 
| the independents’ opinion that it’s an 
unwise policy has been confirmed by 
the Publix results. 

Friedl, in his first statement re- 
garding the trial of double features, 
says he has no plans at this time to 
extend the policy beyond the four 
Twin City houses now using dual 
bills. He admits that the public’s 
reception of the policy has been ex- 
tremely cold with business at the 
four double feature theatres poor. 

Relative to the squawk arising be- 
cause of the calibre of pictures 
double-featured, opponents of the 
policy point out that grade A films 
have been showing an ability to 
make good singly at the territory’s 
box offices. So why dual bill them, 
they. ask. 


Exhibs Must Make 
Social Sec. Acc’ ting 
For Part-Time Labor 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Theatre owners are liable for so- 
cial security taxes on compensation 
paid substitute employees regardless 
of union regulations and even if the 
substitute worker is not directly 
paid by the exhibitor, under an In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau ruling last 
week. . 


The decision putting the bite on 
exhibs was made in a controversy 
growing out of failure of a union 
grinder to put in his full week. Tak- 
ing tke view that both the regular 
and the relief operators were house 
workers, the government said the 
theatre owner must chip in for both. 


In the case laid before the bureau 
the regular worker, under.a 36- 
hour-week contract, was on the job 
only 30 hours. Full pay was given 
the regular hand, who turned in to 
the union the cash received for the 
time he did not work. The spare 
operator was paid by the union. Al- 
though the extra hand did not get 
any envelope from the house, the 
exhibitor is liable for the 1% con- 
tribution from his wages, the bureau 
held, and the buck could not be 
passed to the union. 


The decision stated that the op- 
erator must deduct from the wages 
he pays both regular and relief 
workers the tax due under the So- 
cial Security act, making ‘a proper 
allocation of the tax to cover the 
wages received by each.’ The house 
must record both the regular and 
the spare grinders as its employees 
| and list both on its returns to the 
| Internal Revenue collector's office. 











| Va. MPTO Meets Feb. 11 


s herself to the ideals that her hus- 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Virginia hold midwinter convention 
at Richmond, Feb. 11, with Edward 
| Kuykendall, of MPTOA, and Abram 
F. Myers, of Allied, as principal 
| speakers. Col. Robert T. Barton, Jr., 
counsel for MPTO of Virginia, will 
be another prominent spokesman, 

with ‘Social Security and the The- 
ps " as his topic. 
| The association will elect a new 
| board of directors and officers for 
the coming year. A trade showing 
of numerous items of equipment will 
be featured in the large John Mare 

hall hall wit! 
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STORY OF EMILE ZOLA’ ‘MAZURKA,’ and “LUCK OF THE IRISH! & } sented. 
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f Paramount’s “MAID OF SALEM” 
F 1S AS POWERFUL A PICTURE AS} 
VE EVER FILMED. Qta.k civ 


Director of “Cavalcade” 
; “Mutiny On the Bounty” | 


RIGHT NOW you'd better read the rave reviews, 


screen the picture, make early bookings for the film the critics acclaim 
one of the finest of the year and a box-office sensation. Frank Lloyd’s 
“MAID OF SALEM’, starring Claudette Colbert and Fred MacMurray 








| 


a) 

















Wednesday, February 3, 1937 


PICT@Res 


VARIETY 25 











EVEN D. C. GOES 
GA-GA AT PIX 
S.A. TURNOUT 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

A battery of screen and radio 
names—more than Washington usu- 
ally sees in the course of an ordinary 
entertainment season—threatened to 
steal the show from Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt when the town cele- 
brated the President’s birthday Sat- 
urday (30). 

Doubling proceeds from last year’s 
birthday balls, seven of the city’s 
foremost hotels were jammed with 
merrymakers—attracted by twin op- 
portunity to give the First Lady the 
0.0., and maybe get near enough to 
touch Robert Taylor or Jean Har- 
low. 

Harlow-Taylor combine was prin- 
cipal drawing card, as 15,000 Wash- 
ingtonians fought their way from one 
hotel to the next for another look, 
and many a Government clerk went 
to work on Monday with Hollywood- 
itis. Marsha Hunt and Mitzi Green 
caused considerable heart-trouble to 
male fans, the kid star showing 
promise in grownup evening togs. 
John Trent, new film juve, furnished 
an extra thrill to fluttery females. 

Radio, variety and opera also re- 
ceived attention from diplomats, gov- 
ernment officials, blue-bloods and 
city toilers who rubbed shoulders in 
congested ball rooms. List of hot- 
shots included Frederick Jagel of the 
Metropolitan opera, Mme. Maria 
Gambarelli and Benny Fields. Radio 
contributed Irving Caesar, Don Ze- 
layo, with Amanada Snow (‘Spirit of 
Minneapolis’) and tap-dancer Charles 
Barnes adding to the entertainment 
program. 

While the President celebrated 
quietly at the White House, with a 
birthday party to which his ‘old 
birthday gang’ had been invited, Mrs. 
Roosevelt circulated tirelessly 
through each of the seven ballrooms 
and wound up at the George Mason 
hotel in Alexandria, Va., to show her 
appreciation of the big turnout ac- 
corded the ‘paralysis parties.’ 

Trailed by Washington cops, Mrs. 
R. and the film and radio stars were 
protected from mobbings by enthusi- 
astic throngs. Supt. of Police Ernest 
W. Brown accompanied Mrs. Roose- 
velt, while part of his force of 1,300 
men was assigned to save Miss Har- 
low and Taylor from hungry admir- 
ers. According to a local rag ‘women 
screamed hysterically’ at the ap- 
proach of Taylor. Miss Harlow— 
swathed in an ermine wrap—re- 
ceived usual share of goggling and 
applause but males were better be- 
haved and refrained from trying to 
tear star apart. 

Joe E. Brown’s fans were cast 
down over comedian’s failure to ar- 
rive in time for Saturday's frolics. 
Frantically trying to reach Washing- 
ton by plane, Brown sat down sev- 
eral times at various points east of 








the Rockies and finally gave up try- | 


ing to make the Capital. 

With everyone from highest official 
bigwigs to government workers who 
bought tickets on the installment 


plan, attending one or all of the par- 


ties, hostelries reported a take of 


| 
| 
| 


$44.000 for the evening. All proceeds | : 
will go into the fund for infantile | which Lee Tracy, Mary Brian and | of first preferred have been con- 
paralysis victims who are helped | Florence Lake were flying from | verted. 


each year by nation’s efforts to give | Coast to Cleveland for personals in | 


Harry Greenman Takes 
Shubert-Rialto, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 2, 

Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v.p. of Fan- 
chon & Marco interests here, has 
subleased Shubert-Rialto to Harry 
Greenman, head of Greenman The- 
atres, Inc, who will operate house 
on a low price scale using revivals 
of all companies. Deal was closed 
last week and takes from F&M’s 
hands one of two theatres, obtained 
in settlement of troubles with WB 
last year. Shubert-Rialto and Or- 
pPheum were shuttered last month 
by F&M after failure to obtain con- 
cessions from IATSE in personnel of 
union employees. Lease on Shubert- 
Rialto expires next September and 
whether Greenman renews it will 
depend on success in conducting it 
on low price policy. 

Oscar Dane, veteran local show- 
man, is trying to find angel to back 
him in taking over Orpheum which 
also was closed by F&M last month. 
Lease on this house has three years 
to run at $35,000 rent per year. Dane 
contemplates putting on colored en- 
tertainment if deal goes through. 








Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 

Manor Theatre Corp., Rockland: gen- 
eral theatrical and motion picture busi- 
ness; capital stock, 200 shares, $100 par 
value. Incorporators: Carl Bogner, 
Monticello, N. ’ Joseph L. Kutcher, 
Monticello, N. Y¥.; Samuel J. Cohen, 
Monticello. N. Y. 

Dewey Theatres, Inc., Kings: theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, $100 
par value. Incorporators: Harold Davis, 
233 Beach 136th street, Belle Harbor, 
N. Y.; Benjamin J. Rosenthal, 576 East- 
ern parkway, Brooklyn; David Davis, 233 
Beach 136th street, Belle Harbor, N. Y. 

Vaned, Inc., Manhattan; . theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, $100 
par value. Incorporators: Leonard R. 
Speiss, 2117 72nd street, Brooklyn; 
Bernard Klein and Elias M. Felig, both 
of 1457 Broadway, New York City. 

Schine Franklin Corp., Gloversville: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 106 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
F. D. Thompson, M. Glockner, F. Barter, 
all of 40 North Main street, Gloversville. 

Eddie’s Amusement Corp., Kings; gen- 
eral theatrical and amusement business 
in all its branches; capital stock, 100 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Esther Monks, 310 West 80th street, New 
York City: Ruth Fine, 2525 Church ave- 
nue, Brooklyn: Irene Levine, 1410 West 
Fifth street, Brooklyn. 

Tudor Films, Ine.,, New York; deal in 
motion pictures and motion picture films 
of all kinds; capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value, Incorporators: Thomas B. 
An Alstyne, 17 East 89th street, New 
York City; James G. Galligan, 45 
Gramercy park, New York City; Frank 
K. Sanders, Jr., 17 West 54th street, New 
York City. Subscribers: Paul E. Robb, 
16 Hudson road, Bellerose, N. H.; Frank 
K. Sanders, Jr., 17 West 54th street, New 
York City; James 4G. Galligan, 45 
Gramercy park, New York City. 

Blackstar Pictures, Ine., New York; 
deal in motion pictures and motion pic- 
ture films of all kinds; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value, Incorporators, 
same as above. 

Pilgrim Pictures Corp., New York; deal 
in motion pictures and motion picture 
films of all kinds: capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators, 
same as above. 

Coronet Pictures, Ine., New York; 
deal in motion picture films and 
machines; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Incorporators: Emanuel Red- 
field, Beatrice Byrne, Malcom B. Stark, 
all of 60 Wall street, New York City. 

A Point of Honor, Inc., New York; gen- 
eral theatrical and amusement business; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Incorporators: Lillian Schorr, Harold E. 
Horowitz, 
Sixth avenue, New York City. 

Time Abroad, Ltd., Manhattan; operate 
broadcasting stations; capital stock, 5,000 
shares, $1 par value. Incorporators: 
Kenneth E. Ryan, John D. Garrison, H.C. 


Blackiston, Jr., all of 25 Broadway, New | 


York City. 





Two houses will lay down approxi- | 


mately $6,000 as their contributions. 


Planes Stall Stars 
Cleveland, Feb. 2. 


Snowstorms stopped plane _ in 


7 
Franklin Walsh, all of 1270 





Anti-Block, Anti-Chain 
Bills Proposed by Cal. 
Rep. from Culver City 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Next session of the California 
State Legislature, which convenes 





of two new bills. Bills, sponsored 
by Assemblyman’ Ernest 
would prohibit block booking, in the 


vent producers or distributors from 
controlling or operating picture 
houses. 

Voight, Culver City representative, 
home ground of Metro, proposes in 
his measures to ban the sale of two 
Or more pictures in a block, unless 
sale is accompanied by complete 
synopsis and detailed information 
regarding dialog and action. In event 
that the released product differs 
from submitted data, exhib would 
be privileged to cancel the film 
booking without liability. Exhibs are 
also permitted under the proposed 
bill to bring legal action themselves 
for contract breach. 

Penalties involved for infractions 
of booking bill by distribs are steep 
and call for a maximum fine of $5,- 
000 or one year’s imprisonment or 
both. Superior Courts would be 
vested with the jurisdiction to prose- 
cute such violations. 

Legislation on the producer or 
distrib ownership of theatres is 
tougher than the block booking 
measure and contains more severe 
penalties for violations. Such vio- 
lations would not become effective 
until one year after enactment and 
carry a $10,000 fine or one year im- 
prisonment or both. In addition, vio- 
lators would forfeit right to further 
engage in production or distribution 
in California. 


CONVERSION OF 








Program of converting Para- 
mount’s first preferred stock into 
common continued unabated last 
week as the number of outstanding 
common shares rose above 2,000,000 
shares. Campaign of conversion was 
marked by a rise of the first pref- 
erence issue to 200%, new 1936437 
peak. While this quotation repre- 
sented a rise of 141% points fro e 
low figure of 59 in 1936, the na 
the 200 class was not a surprise to 
Wall Street since traders hayée heard 
reports that this price was the im- 
, mediate goal for the stock. 


The common shares in the mean- 
time rose to new high level of 2834, 
| maintaining the old 7 to 1 ratio, 
| which is the basis of converting the 
| first preferred into common. An in- 
| dication of how far the conversion 





program has progressed is shown by | 
the fact that originally the common | 


| totaled 1,587,000 shares outstanding. 
| Means that more than 60,000 shares 


Shift of the first preferred into 


the President what he calls his ‘finest | local President’s charity birthday | common shares is understood to be 
birthday present.’ Washington hotels | ball, which finally had to go on 


contributing ballrooms were the 
Wardman Park, Shore’ am, May- 
flower, Hamilton, Willard, Raleigh 
and Washington. 

Film stars, besides calling at Cap- 
itol for pics with Congressmen, in- 
cluding shot of Miss Harlow kissing 
Senator Reynolds of N. C., were 
luncheon guests of Mrs. 
White House. Hollywood crew also 
Was on hand in President’s study to 


| 


| 


without its guest-stars. 
Trio started out last Friday after- 
noon (29) but storm first forced 


them down in Las Vegas, Nev. A | 
second stop six hours later had to | 


be made at Salt Lake City and a low 


| ceiling stranded them in Iowa City, 


|Ia., Saturday midnight (30). 
F. D. at| 


watch him make speech and stuck | 


around while he posed for newsreels. 

Big event for the upper strata was 
Snooty breakfast at Carlton hotel, 
Starting at 1:30 a. m., at $25 per 
plate, which drew around 500. 

Abe Lyman was only imported 
band, making rounds of all hotels. 
Sir Guy Standing, ill with influenza, 
Was another of film contingent who 
failed to show. 

Two vaude theatres, Capitol and 
Earle, sold out and stood ’em up for 
midnight shows at $1 a head. Shows 
offered combined bills of each 


| 


| local 


| 


All of 
them suffered from lack of sleep 
and nervousness. By wagon and 
train they eventually reached Chi- 
cago, where they decided to entrain 
for Hollywood after sending apolo- 
gies. Nat Wolf, head of local enter- 
tainment committee, flew over to ex- 
press thanks despite the disappoint- 
ment. 

Ball in civie auditorium was still 
a sell-out. drawin,, approximately 
10,000 at $1 per head. Seventy per 
cent of the net, about $3,500, goes to 
infantile paralysis clinics and 
rest to Warm Springs Foundation. 
Hal Kemp’s and Jimmy Dorsey’s 
orks doubled with talent from May- 
fair Casino and other niteries to off- 


house plus p. a.’s by visiting stars. | set absence of stars held up. 


| part and parcel of Par’s financial ad- 

justment and economy campaign, in 
,as much as a healthy conversion of 
disappearance of the preference 
stock will considerably trim divi- 
dend outlay for the corporation. 
This preferred pays $6 annually, so 
that with the removal of every 100,- 
000 shares 
$600,000 yearly saving, and also 
places the common in better position 
to share in earnings. With the first 
preferred out of the way, Paramount 
| will have only dividend require- 
ments on the second preference 
stock standing in the way of cash 
distributions to common sharehold- 
ers. Currently, these are reported to 
amount to only about $360,000 an- 
nually. 

The problem of cutting down in- 
terest payments on the 6% deben- 
tures, of which about $25,000,000 
worth are still outstanding, still con- 
fronts the company. It now appea! 


dubious if the entire issue would 
be refunded and liens bearing a 
}smaller interest rate substituted 


March 1, will present a double head- | 
ache for film industry in the form | 


Voight, | 


first measure; the other would pre- | 


PAR'S IST PFD. 


the company effects a | 


ANTICIPATE NEW U.S. LABOR LAWS 
WON'T AFFECT PIX BIZ MUCH, IF ANY 








. 
Legislation 
More Liberal Pennsy? 


Harrisburg, Feb. 2. 

With a liberal Democratic legisla- 
ture in session, backers of pari-mu- 
tuel racing bills, Sunday fishing and 
Sunday basket ball measures are 
|concentrating their efforts more on 
|Governor George H. Earle than on 
the legislators. They are confident 
the bills can be passed, but not so 
sure about the executive action on 
them. 

Two years ago Gov. Earle said he 
would not sign such a bill. It was 
passed by the house and failed by 
one vote of passing the senate. Pres- 
sure to have him approve the bill 
this year comes from many places. 
Principal supporter is John B. Kelly, 
secretary of-revenue and Democratic 
leader of Philadelphia. He is also a 
brother of the Virginia Judge. Kelly 
can see no reason Pennsylvanians 
should spend their money in Mary- 
land, New York and other states. 
Next spring the Wilmington track 
will open in Delaware and the rail- 
road fare there out of Philadelphia 
is but 28c. As a revenue-raiser, at 
a time when the state needs funds 
for relief, the bill has the support of 
many legislators. 











Anti-Billboards 
Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Bill, limiting sites for commercial 
billboards, has been introduced in to 
state legislature by Senator J. Neal 
Lamoreaux. Designed to preserve 
scenery and prevent traffic hazards, 
bill would strike hard blow on the- 
atres in Michigan. Proposed law 
would place decision on proper 
places for display signs in the hands 
of various communities, some of 
which are far from favorable to 
show biz. 








St. Louis Censorship Blues 
St. Louis, Feb. 2. 

Film houses preparing to fight bill 
creating a board of censorship of 
three members; fixing a fee of Ic for 
each foot of film shown in city; a 
50c fee for censoring each folder. 
poster and advertising matter per- 
taining to pix and stipulates that any 
film found to be immoral, in judge- 
ment of censors, would be barred 
from being shown. There would be 
no appeal from decision of censors. 
Alderman L. E. Couplin, who an- 
nounced intention to iutroduce bill, 
said censors would be appointed by 
the mayor; would receive $3,000 per 
annum ‘and their salaries and inci- 
dental expenses would be paid from 
fees collected which are expected to 
total $150,000 annually. Couplin said 
measure will be introduced primarily 
as means of raising revenue for un- 
c ployment relief. 








Minn. Bill Looks Cold 
Minneapolis, Feb. 2. 
Attempts to legislate against fur- 
the: theatre construction here ap- 











| 
i 


parently have failed. Even a modified | 
employees. 


| ordinance that would leave the mat- 
ter to the aldermen’s discretion looks 
| to be dead. 
| The ordinance is back in the ordi- 
|nance and legislation committee for 
| reconsideration for the second time 
|and indications now are that it will 
be buried there. Committee has met 
twice since the council returned the 
proposed measure and on each occa- 
sion failed to take it up. 
Cops Censor In B’ham 
Birmingham Feb. 2. 
The office of city amusement in- 
spector has been abolished 
city and the duties of censoring 
theatres and amusements has been 
turned over to the police department. 
This action was taken at a recent 
meeting of the city commission after 
2 move to appoint Pettersen Mar- 
|zoni, veteran newspaper critic, as 
head of the office was defeated. 








CHAS. GOLDREYER BROXE 





by the | 


| 
| 





Modified NRA Has No Child-Labor Problems for 
Amus.— Hours and Wage Scales Also OK— 
Stringent Control for Other Industiers, However 


+ 
- 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Plotted new labor laws reviving 
fundamental principles of the NRA 
probably will not affect 
any, of the film industry. 

With the New Deal determined to 
take action which will broaden Fed- 
eral supervision over business ac- 
tivities, this was the outlook in gov- 
ernment circles last week as Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and the brain trust 
continued to study formulas for im- 
proving condition of working peo- 
ple and stamping out unfair trade 
practices. The Administration pro- 
gram probably will not be set, or 
transmitted to Congress, 
time to come. 


Although the White House and 
various departments had not made 
up their minds, indications were that 
only a select grcup of lines will be 
singled out for stringent Federal 
control. The bulk of industry, on 
the other hand, will be left free to 
handle its own labor matters. 


The Administration expects to lay 
before lawm..<xers an ambitious pro- 
gram, including new statutes fixing 
wages, limiting the work week, 
prohibiting child labor, insuring, 
strengthening present laws on col- 
lective bargaining, and otherwise 
promoting the general welfare of 
workers. In addition, Secretary of 
Labor Perkins wants the right to 
force bosses and workers to lay their 
grievances before her, although she 
has not proposed any measures 
bringing compulsory acceptance of 
Labor Department decisions in em- 
ployer-employee tiffs. 


much, if 


for some 


Labor Dept.’s Supervision 


The hour and wage propositions 
are expected to resemble the Proesi- 
dent’s Reemployment Agreement 
which was one of the NRA ideas, 
but they will not extend to every 
industry. Instead, only those lines 
where workers are forced to put in 
excessive hours and paid uncon- 
scionably low wages will be hit. 
Some government outfit probably 
the Labor Department, would have 
power to investigate and determine 
which trades need such remedies. 
The law probably will lay down out- 
lines and authorize the Labor De- 
partment, after investigation, to 
promulgate hour and wage regula- 
tions for the business which are 
found exploiting their workers. 


Under such circumstances, films 
probably would be molested only 
slightly. Exhibition might be rapped, 
but production unquestionably would 
be in the clear. This is especially 
true since the studio end had the 
highest wage scale and the most 
liberal hour arrangement of any in- 
dustry brought under regulation 
through the abandoned code system. 
In view of the repeated labor trou- 


bles in exhibition, it is possible, 
however, that the Labor Depart- 
ment will recommend some stand- 


ards be put in effect for theatre 





Chi Film Board Plans 
To Meet Every Month 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
With a new regime in the Film 
Board of Trade following the elec- 
tion of Allan Usher, chief of Para- 
mount exchange here, as president, 





there will be a regular monthly 
meeting of the association. 
‘hile there * aven’t been any spe- 


cial problems up recently, the ma- 
jcr‘ty of the exchange men fee! that 
they should get together at least 
every four v/7eks ‘> talk things over. 





Trans-Lux’'s lic. Divvy 
Trans-Lux Daylight Picture Screen 
Corp. deciared a dividend of 10c. per 
share on capital stock at meeting of 
+ 


Charles A. Goldreyer, manager of | directors last week. This is the first 
the Hub Theatres Corp., operating a | declaration this year and the initial 
motion picture house in the Bronx,| one since the company issued an 
N. Y., on Saturday (30) filed a/ extra divvy of 5c. late in 1936. The 
| petition in bankruptcy in federal | new payment is to stockholders on 

l court. j record Feb. 13 and payable March 1, 
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AS THE FELLA SAYS, IT'S A PLEASURE TO KNOW THAT ALWAYS...AL- 
WAYS...NO MATTER WHAT THE CONDITIONS...NO MATTER WHO MAKES 
THE PICTURES...NO MATTER WHAT THE SUBJECT...OR WHEN YOU PLAY 
IT...SPOT BOOKING...OR BOOKED WAY AHEAD...NATIONAL SCREEN 
SERVICE IS ON THE JOB AND RARIN' TO GO...WITH A SWELLELEGANT 
TRAILER TO BRING HOME THE BACON...YES SIR, YOU GOTTA HAND IT TO 
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Philly’ s Mayor Orders 4-Week Truce 
To Legally Test Bank, Bingo, Etc. 





Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 

Following a conference between 
Mayor S. Davis Wilson and 60 exhibs 
representing 150 indie houses, it was 
decided to extend the two-day truce 
between city officials and exhibs for 
four weeks, during which time Bank 
Night, bingo, lotto and the other 
games will be permitted to run. Last 
Wednesday 
continuation of banks and all the 
other but after a 
committee of exhibs had conferred 
Public Safety 
two-day respite was 


police ordered the dis- 


games ‘at once,’ 


Director of 


the 


with 
Emanuel 
granted. 

During that time, arrangements 
were made to confer with mayor, 
who has been busy on the flood re- 
lief problem, but who showed during 
today’s meeting a _ surprisingly 
shrewd knowledge of the situation. 

He declared that 
had no objection, 
able to such games provided the cus- 
tomer had full value for his admis- 
sion price because, he added, he 
realized that many small exhibs were 
handicapped in being unable to pro- 
cure the kind of pix necessary to 
meet stern sipictegt guna 

‘However,’ the mayor said, ‘we will 
take action to prevent racketeers, 
gamblers or professional organiza- 
tions from taking all or part of the 
proceeds.’ 

He said he 
ease for the courts to decide, 
is definitely understood that some 
time during the four weeks’ truce, a 
test case will be arranged between 
the exhibs and the district attor- 
ney’s office that may decide the is- 
sue. 
mand O’Rourk, who runs the Viola, 
Philadelphia. On a lot- 
tery racket charge, he was up be- 
fore Judge William Ia. Lewis on Dec. 
7, but the case was held for fur- 
ther hearing, which was dated for 
yesterday. In view of the police de- 
velopments Wednesday, Judge Lewis 
again postponed and it is generally 
believed that this may be the re- 


he, personally, 


believes that it is a 


This case may be that of Ray- | 
| fadeout 





and it} 





Roxy Reorg. 








snake | might work out more favorably 
in fact was favor- 


(Continued from page 7) 





plan, then more rights should accrue 
to the first mortgage bondholders. 

Undoubtedly the court may have 
to render some. decision on this 
point. 

Present talk of amendments to the 
proposed plan, however, 
as Attorney Israels indicated in re- 
buttal, since 20th Century-Fox Film 
company’s consent is required to 
chaneze the plan. The film company 
is a free agent and there is nothin 





look offside | 


anybody can do which can compel | 


the film company to make amend- 
ments to its own offer. 

Attorney Israels also pointed out 
the necessity for an early reorgan- 


ization of the theatre and that it | 


was for the best interests of all to 
work for an early reorganization. 
The Tipton committee and others 
seem to figure that postponement 
for 
creditors. 

20th-Fox’s Film Deal 


Armenian Rug Dealer’s 


William M. Pratt, Los Angeles at- 
torney, was named Wednesday (27) 
by N. Y. Federal Judge Bondy to 
take the depositions on the Coast of 
Robert M. Lee and Peter Milne, 
script writers, and William Dieterle, 
director, and Hal Wallis, producer. 
in connection with the suit for 
$100,000 libel against Warner Bros. 





Par May Have Its Official Attitude 


WB Libel Suit Over Name 4 


On MPTOA’s 10-Point Platform 
Ready Tetay; Columbia's Ideas 





The plaintiff is Mihran Andresian. 
Armenian rug dealer, who claims | 
WB used his name as a character in| 
the picture, ‘From Headquarters’ and 
that in so doing had damaged his 
reputation. The character in the} 
film was depicted as a thief, black- | 
mailer and murderer. Defendants 
entered general denial to claims. 


PATHE STUDIO 





TO SELZNICK 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Needing additipnal 


studio space, 
Selznitk-International is leasing 
Pathe studio in Culver City from 
RKO-Pathe for three years, with an 
| option for two more. Con’‘ract be- 
| gins March 15. 


Another thing Israels dwelt upon | 


was the advisability of clinching a 


film deal with 20th Century-Fox be- | 


fore the 1937-38 season gets under 
way. Failure to do this could en: 
danger the theatre’s b. o. chances. 
Some of the lawyers asked the 
court to order 
the property but this may be done | 


a new appraisal of | 


Selznick will start erection of ad- 


| ditional stage space for his produc- 


| 
| 


tions immediately. 
who is 


David L. Loew, 
making the Joe E. Brown 


| series for RKO, and Douglas Mac- 


Lean, producing for Grand National, 
will remain on the lot. 

Sol: Lesser, George Hirliman and 
| General Pictures, of which Robert 


in the regular course later, as the | Welsh is head, will vacate their 057% 


court conducts its expected examina- 
tion of the estate and its administra- 
tion. 

There was a time when the sec- 
ond mortgage noteholders’ group 
was contemplating presenting a re- 


| organization plan of its own, in asso- 


| ciation 


with Fanchon & Marco, or 
vice versa. This idea went 
when 
came into being and talk arose that 


| F. & M. was endeavoring to get 20th 
| Century-Fox to continue F. & M., in 


quired test case, although this is not | 


official. 

Morris Wolf, attorney for Warner 
Bros.,: which uses none of these 
games in any of its local houses, 


came out vigorously at the meeting 
in the mayor's office against bank 
night and all the rest of them. He 
asserted that these were ‘controlled 
games’ and that the dealers, or pro- 
moters, get big royalties from them, 


and added that he believed that the | 
film people should stand on their | 
own feet and not become entangled | 


wit.. these gambling interests. 
Jerome Barr, New York, attorney 
for ‘Lucky,’ answerec Wolf, saying 
that the game dealers made only a 
small and reasonable profit on the 
cards whereupon Wolf replied that 


the card sold at 100 times their ac- 
tual value. 

The mayor, who spoke several 
times during the conference, in- 


sisted that during the truce the po- 

lice had positive instructions to close 

u, immediately any theatre where 

money was being paid for chances on 

th lottery and ~ot for the show. 
$1,000 Weekly Bribe 


| four 


He also explained why his atten- | 


tion was first called to the whole 
thing and the exhibs present were 
greatly interested and mystified by 
whe he said. 
Strangers from out of town, names 
no mentioned, had approached his 

c<etary, Lou Wilgarde, recently 
wth an offer to the city of $1,000 a 


He narrated that three | 


week for the establishment of a reg- | 


ular headquarters or ‘parlor’ for 
these games. There was no mention 
of theatres in this case nor was the 


off - made in any way as an attempt- 
ed bribe according to the mayor's 
Statement. The information, how- 


ever started a quiet personal inves- 
tigation of his own into the mat- 
ter. 

Incidentally, Mayor Wilson de- 
clared that he was perfectly agree- 
able to having churches and frater- 
hal organizations run these games, 
as they have been doing here for 
some time. 

The UMPTO, 
erate with the city officials on the 
matter elected the following <¢om- 
mittee for the occasion. Lewen Pjzor, 
Norman Lewis, Emanue Lewis, Herb 
Ell.ott, Sam Kantor, Sam Some 
and Dave Milgrim. 


which will co-op- 


the operation of the house. There 


has been no official dictum on this | Boerd. 


thing, as yet, however. 

However, with approximately 
$180,000 which will be required for 
interest charges and amortization ex- 
penses annually, under 
is felt that 
pay considerably less for 
tering the theatre operation, 
ter whom it employs to do this. 


AGENT CAN’T COLLECT 





| 





| 


into a} 
the proposed plan | 


| 


| headed by Bing Crosby, 


the plan, it; 
20th Century-Fox .will | 
adminis- | 
no mat- | 


| 





| 


EXPECTANT COMMISH. 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 





when the S-I pact is effective. G. B 
| Howe remains as peneem manager. 





Crosby’ 5 s Track Licensed 
For 25-Day Summer Meet 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

After many months of squabbling, 
which finally led to a pending. legis- 
lative investigation into the activities 
of the California Horse Racing 
the Del Mar Turf club, 
has been 
hold a 25-day 
new Del 
starts 





granted a license to 
race meeting at the 
Cal., track. Season 
and ends Aug. 7. 

Other film names identified 
the venture include Joe E. Brown, 
William LeBaron, Pat O’Brien 
George Raft. 


GINGER’s RKO ‘VIVACIOUS’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Ginger Rogers will be the solo 
starrer in RKO’s ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
yhich Anthony Veiller and Anne 
Morrison Chapin are screenplaying. 
Story is an original by I. A. R. 





Collection of the expectancy of | | Wylie. 


' commission was ruled no go in Su- 


perior Court, where John Zanft, as- 
signee, sued for $7,164, as 10% of 
salaries accumulating to Paul Scho- 
field on his five-year contract. 
Court limited the attachment to 
$360 as the amount assertedly due on 
moneys already earned by Schofield. 





Judels Plans 4 Indies 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Following a tour of his midwest 
exchanges, Ben N. Judels, 
operator, returns here to produce 
exploitation pictures for the 
indie market. 

Judels will spend a month in Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee, Indianapolis and 
St. Louis. 





HAYSITE’S 2,000-FOOT 0. 0. 


Arthur S. Dickinson, of Hays 
office exchange and technical ‘divi- 
sion, is on an extended inspection 


indie | 


! 








|in the midtown area 


| tour of key city exchanges through- | 


rson | tests 


his initial 
since dis- 
equipment 
reels. This 
Orleans and 


nation. This is 
many branches 
installed new 
2.000-foot 
New 


out the 
visit to 
tributors 
for handling 
week he is in 
Texas metropolis. 

Diekinson will 
16. 


return about Feb. 


ANNE SHIRLEY IN ‘STELLA’ 


George Stevens will direct, Pandro 
S. Berman producing, 


| notch to 
|} still in 
| cellar position by another newcomer 
| in film reviewing, Robert Garland 


Mar, | 
July 3 


with | 


and | 





| Pix Box Score | 





(Continued from page 3) 





to seventh, Eileen Creelman down a 
eighth, William Boehne! 
ninth, but saved from the 


American’s Twin Reviewers 

It is Garland’s first appearance in 
the score, he having barely started 
ym the American when the last com- 
putation was made. It is also the 
sole situation where two reviewers 
for a paper are tabbed, general rule 
being to omit the second-strin7ers. 
In this instance, the editors of the 
American have failed to issue a clerr 
statement as to whether Garland or 
| Miss Crewe is the first-stringer. 
| Garland, at present, is reviewing 
more films than does Miss Cre\ 
However, she had accumulated a 
considerable list of reviews as first- 

stringer when she was alone on the 
job and, to date, has caught 
| on the season than has Garland. On 
107 films, Miss Crewe is consider- 
ably ahead of Garland, with a score 
of .700, while Garland, on 91 films 
| has scored .604. 

Garland, in his short berth on the 
| American, incidentally, has taken 
| Over the undisputed hemming and 
hawing championship, having turned 
in 18 no opinions. 
Rose Pelswick, usually heading the 
yes-and-no column, who has only 12 
no opinions on the entire season. 
These no opinions, for box-score pur- 
pose, are counted as wrongs. Winsien 
and Miss Cameron, the winner 
runner-upper, have no no-opinions, 
avoiding that by the use of a siar 
and clocking system. Barnes and 
Boehnel also have consistently said 





Autry Back for Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Completing a personal appearance 








more | 


Paramount, last 
from whom any decision on the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America 10-point program is ex- 
pected (Warners refusing to consider 
the trade practice reforms urged) 
may have its answer ready today 
(Wednesday). Ed L. Kuykendall, 
president of the MPTOA, 


of the majors 


reaches 


New York in two weeks and he will 
confer pronto with Republic, Grand 
National and possibly Monogram. 
J. J. Milstein. sales head of Re»ublic, 
has indicated that he wants to dis- 
cuss the 10-point program’ with 
Kuykendall. 


This company, CN and W. Ray 
Johnston’s revived Monogram which 
begins to tate contracts this spring 
or early summer. are not members 
of the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America, thus being 


classed as indics, but each of these 
companies is sect up nationally. Pre- 
sumption is that the MPTOA may 
get better concessions from the 
smaller companies on the ground 
that if their sales policies are more 
inviting they will be in a better 
position to c»xympcte with the larger 
distributors. This, in turn, may force 


the majors t» greater lenience than 
they are promising so far. The 
MPTOA is dissatisfied that its victory 
with the majors isn’t greater. 

It isn’t known what Paramount 
will grant in connection with the 10- 


| point program but reported that this 


That's worse than | 


| the delay, 
and | 


company has delayed its answer to 
demands so lon because it has been 
revised sevcral times. Absence from 
New York of distribution and legal 
executives has also contributed to 
however. 

When Par’s answer is in and ne- 
gotiations with Repub. GN and Mono 
are completed, it is expected that 


| . 
| WB may reconsider its original stand 


tour of the south and southwest, 
Gene Autry has returned to the) 
Coast to start in Republic’s ‘Get 


Along Little Dogie.’ 
Smiley Burnett is also cast. 





DORIS NOLAN BACK AT U 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Married’ at Universal. 
Eddie Buzzell will. direct, 





Asher producing. 





Picture Theatres’ Ballyhoo fi 


With Downtown 


Plans for launching a nation-wide 
drive to interest department stores 
and leading merchants in the ex- 


hibitor move for more extensive film | 
| news in newspapers have been tem- 


porarily delayed awaiting more con- 
crete action on the part of industry 
leaders and trade associations. Sim- 
ilarly there has been a delay in 


Greater New York because the com- | 


mittee. representing the retail stores 
has not com- 
pleted its report for presentation to 
daily paper publishers. 

While enthusiasts for th plan to 
get more space in daily publications 
about picture product, its stars and 
plays apparently are thoroughly :old 
on the project in Ney 


Merchants in Work 


,ing the newspaper executives that 
ithe film theatre and news about it 
| and the picture industry should be 
recognized the same as other news 

| Instances have been reported where 
|failure to accomplish this has re- 
sulted in theatre managers and cir- 


Doris Nolan has returned from | 
New York to go into ‘As Good as 





| may 


yes or no about films through the | 
season, though without the use of | 
gadgets. 


| other 


| quotes the words, 
, inference 


not to participate in any way. If not, 
question which arises is whether or 
not WB will try to compete with 
distributors, all of whom are 
throwing exhibitors some kind of a 
bone in order to get their business. 

Columbia made its position known 
Saturday (30) in a letter from Abe 
Montague, sales head, to Kuykendall, 
latter now in Columbus, Miss. While 
the decision from Col does not differ 
from other companies in any im- 
portant way, the MPTOA is im- 
pressed by the explicitness of the 
Montague leiter. It is at least clearer 
on some points than others. 


Among other things, while 
Montague is willing to eliminate 
score charges, his company is the 


first to suggest how it will be elim- 
inated. Montague stated that Col 
believes score charges are a part of 
film rental. ‘Therefore,’ he wrote 
‘when satisfactory percentage terms 
are agreed upon, we feel that the 
score charge can be eliminated. On 
flat buy contracts we are agreeable 
to discontinue the practice of sepa- 
rating the terms between film rental 
and score charges, and in the future 
have one space for the insertion of 
complete film rental terms.’ He 
‘film rental terms,’ 
being that score charges 


still continue in certain cases 


| though listed as part of the regular 


| cancellation clause 


film rental. 

Col enforces a new restriction on 
cancellations. Agreeing to a 10% 
if the exhibitor 
contracts for all the pictures offered 


| him at one time, Col restricts any 


/cuits going in for competitive forms | 


such as billboards, 
radio and direct mail ads. Billboard 
and radio costs have been taken care 
of largely by . istributing companies. 
Balto Wants Flesh 
Baltimore, Feb. 2. 

of retail stores grooved in 
downtown block with Loew’s 
preiger are asking customers to 


'of advertising 


Flock 


same 


York City, no | sign petitions beseeching theatre to 
concise idea has been framed by | restore flesh to its stage as a regular 
| which theatre managers throughout | policy. Stores started stunt as own | 
the U. S. could be shown how to/| idea, campaign being under way be- 
follow suit in individual communi- | fore theatre learned of it. Mer- 
ties. lchants figure stage shows regularly 

Where originall, the committee | in house will draw more people to 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Samuel Goldwyn has _ borrowed 
Anne Shirley from RKO for the 
daughter role in ‘Stella Dallas,’ part 
nlayed in the silent version by Lois | 
Moran. 


King Vidor, director, okayed ac- 
tress after he had given her several 
with Barbara Stanwyck 
title role 


who 
has 


representing the merchants.in N.Y. 
had planned to confer with publish- 
ers early this month, it now looks as 
though it would be several 
before any tangible action 
taken. 

In scattered key cities. 


weeks 


will be 


where ex- 


| hibs have taken the initiative on the 


| matte 


r, they have approached daily 


publishers with the i 


lea ai ‘onvine- | 


the vicinity. 


The Century, which. has been | 
straight-filmer since Sept. 4, has a |! 
stage show coming in Friday (5). 
headed by Johnny Weissmuller and 
Lupe Velez; also show for week fol- 
lowing. 

House will then go straight-film 


yn bringing in occasi 


“+r B pix. 


again, later 
vaude to bolst 


| absolutely 
mal | 


cancellations exercised to pictures 
in the lowest price allocation group. 
Cancellation must be given in writing 
10 days after mailing of notice of 
availability. It is also provided that 
if exhibitors desire to buy selective 
contracts at the time of the negotia- 
tion, they take their elimination at 
that time and are not entitled to any 
further elimination. 
Col is opposed to 
an exhibitor, to 
between 
bookings and a 
Col, nowever, 
ing a shorter 
is practical. 
Company also favors conciliation 
boards if proper machinery be 
set up but does not think that there 
can be a uniform clearance schedule, 
position taken being that clearance 


overbuying 
unfair 
exhibitors 


by 
competition 
non-theatrical 
uniform contract. 
is in favor of develop- 
form of contract that 


can 


must be local between the exhib and 
distrib As with other companies, 
Col is on the fence so far as forcing 
shorts is concerned, declaring that 
‘because of economic operation, it 1s 


to heense short 
time that fea- 


necessary 
t} © ime 


licensed 


subjects aft 


tures are 
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1] its history-making career. Again the famed 
y name Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer resounds through 


| you bring them M-G-M Stars and Attractions. 
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Another towering M-G-M Roadshow starts on 














the amusement world. Again your patrons real- 
ry ize that they are getting the best in films because 
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“THE GOOD EARTH” is now playing Twice Daily at $2 
admission at the Astor Theatre, N. Y. and the Carthay Circle 
Theatre, Los Angeles. All Seats Reserved. 
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EMPTY SADDLES 


(Continued from page 15) 


obsessed with the idea that dialog is 
his meat. The outdoor enthusiasts 
come to see him do typical cowboy 
feats of daring and spout a few 
st-ong cowhand phrases. ik 
Despite ardent efforts of original 
story writer and the scripter, this 
still is the old yarn of the cattle and 
sheepmen range war done up in 
fancy garb. In the attempt to dis- 
guise the basic theme, the story staff 
and director have badly muddled the 
continuity and plausibility of the 
plot. So badly, in fact, that average 
devotees of western fare are likely 
to be a little bewildered until Buck 
Jones starts riding again. 
Production has been handsomely 
mounted. It has a strong cast, even 
down to minor bits. The picture also 
is enlivened by a comedy string or- 
chestra that seems out of place on 


the dude ranch Jones builds up to 
attract eastern visitors. 
Looks like Jones muffed a grand 


opportunity to cash in on the enor- 


mous radio plug Jack Benny gave 
for ‘Buck Benny Rides Again, es- 


pecially after his 
of the broadcasts. No doubt but that 
will help Jones’ draw at the b.o.— 
but it won’t be sustained after see- 
ing many like this. 

Jones appears as rugged and ath- 
letic looking as ever. 
brusque outdoor scenes and in the 
saddle he is as good as usual. Louise 
Brooks, cast as a poor trader’s child, 
is not flattered by the camera, but 
ddes a good bit of acting. She is 
the outstanding femme player in the 
slight romance. 

Realistic western characters+« are 
portrayed skillfully by Charles Mid- 
dleton, Frank Campeau, Harvey 


Clark and Lloyd Ingraham. Camera- | 


men Allan Thompson and H. Kirk- 
patrick have done full justice to the 


outdoor grandeur. Wear. 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 30. 
Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production Features Bill Boyd, James 
Ellison, George Hayes, Directed by Nate 
Watt Based on story by Clarence FE. Mul- 
ford; screen play, Al Martin; camera, | 
Archie Stont Running time, 70 mins. 
Hopatong Cassidy............William Boyd 
Sohnny Neleen...iisreccsises James Ellison 
Windy oy 0450068066004 George Hayes 
WOR 6 ccvaw his cuncddessser0s Hee, ee 
OCR hiss kcdwnaees Sevsese Gwynne Shipman 
 ePrreTo Te ‘ .Britt Wood 
BOG sc ccccecvenecesosesseseesoes Earl Askam 
Hank... ccccccccsccscsssecssecevess John Beach 
WIRON., cccsccccccscesececesceses Ted Adams 
ek ae 6 OOO CECAD 68 004:060400b 0s He Al St. John 
OME. oo ccscvccccssvsecses Kenneth Harlan 


The Mulford brainchildren, Hopa- 
long Cassidy and Johnny Nelson, go 
modern in this opus. Join in a drive 
of cattle from the grasslands to the 
drouth area, where relief committees 
are waiting to buy the stock for food. 
Trouble in this case is not so much 
with boondogglers as with competi- 
tive trail drives trying to beat into 
the market. 

Boyd and Ellison, joined by that 
vet of many of these bronc specials, 
George Hayes, are in top form, 


although the.story has difficulty in | 


moving. 

Trail herd starts when a cattle 
combine threatens to starve the pov- 
erty-stricken farther north. The 
cattle combine, in the hands of the 
unscrupulous, attempts to halt the 
march in several ways, finally trying 
to pass the drive and arrive at the 
goal first. There’s a good deal of 
gun blasting, and a few knives be- 
tween ribs, before the pic is con- 
cluded. 

Ellison gets romantic the hard way 
twice—by singing. Both times the 
camera pulls away to conceal his 
embarrassment, or that it’s being 
dubbed—or both. The laughs lay 
with George Hayes, and he gets 


everything out of them. ‘Dust’ is 
good shooting gallery fare. Barn. 


OFF TO THE RACES 


(WITH SONG) 
Mth Century-Fox production and re 
lease. Ie Slim Summerville, Jed 
Prouty, Spring “Syington. Directed by 
Frank RR. Strayer. Original and screen 
play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan, 
based on characters created by Katharine 





itures 


Kavanaugh, Song, ‘Meet the Family’ by 
L, Wolfe Gilbert and Felix Bernard; 
camera, Barney McGill. At Albee, Brook 
lyn, week Jan. 2, °37, on double bill. 
Running time, 59 mins, 

Uncle George.............Slim Summerville 
BOOM TONES... oc ccvviseciscsces Jed Prouty 
Fonnie Jomes....ccccssces Shirley Deane 
Mrs. John Jones........-.-Spring Byington 
Herbert Thompson......6. Russell Gleason 
i CR. os needed war Kenneth Howell 
Roger Jones.......0- eooeres George Ernest 
ESS ... June Carlson 
Granny Jones. ...cccees ...Florence Roberts 
Fe ee er ree PP Billy Mahan 
TERGRG DERG,» 06 decane vhs odeee ...Ann Gillis 
Ebbie sEwhowds dedas vate ..Fred Toones 
spike Pee es se oesevions Chick Chandle 
Rosabell ; Ruth Gillette | 


Homey incidents in lives of the | 


Jones domestic brood are treated 
lightly anc humorously in this latest 
in the Jonesy group that 20th-Fox 
continues to build up. Differs little 
from previous films in series except- 
ing that the pace is swifter, the plot 
more sensibly developed and the 
humor not as exaggerated. 
too, there’s 
race for a 


thrill finish. ‘Off to the 
Races.’ 


will appeal to family trade, 


as have others in this’ group, 
especially in neighborhood houses. | 
But for the most part exhibitors 


probably will grab it for the lighter, 


comedy section of a double bill, 
where it should be satisfying. 
Producers have borrowed Slim 


Summerville and given him top biil- 
ing, as the uncle who visits the Jones 


appearance on one | 


In the truly | 


Then, | 
a county fair sulky hoss | 


each year for the rural fair. Story re- 
volves about him, his trotting horse 
and efforts to win the crucial race. De- 
velopments would not be complete 
without somebody having to substi- 
tute on the ride for him, so they 
pick on Father Jones to be comedy 
| hero but eventually victor. 

Tempo is considerably accelerated 
by pertinent dialog that at times 
seems a bit too sprightly for the char- 
acters involved. Robert Eilis and 
Helen Logan deserve nice share of 
laurels for their smooth writing job. 
Frank R. Strayer aided vastly with 
his even-tempered direction, though 
the task was considerably lightened 
through having many people he’s 
had in other Jones epics. 

Aside from Summerville’s’ un- 
usually strong trouping in the chief 
comedy role, Jed Prouty probably 
hogs acting honors. As Pa Jones 
he makes a perfect picture of the 
pestered head of the family. Spring 
Byington is effectual as ever as his 
| wife. Again George Ernest slides 
in with a sparkling performance as 
junior, the money-saving youth. Ann 
Gillis, as the little offspring of the 
visiting uncle, is a newcomer to the 








| group but a good one. Junc Carl- 
son, again the younger Jones girl, 


heads the support, with Russell Glea- 





son making an excellent wistful 
| suitor to the older daughter, Shirley 
| Deane is weak as the. oldest Jones 
| girl. Her dramatic deciamations 
| seem out of place alongside the 
others. Kenneth Howell is too 
| much the effervescent juvenile as | 


the older Jones boy. Wear. 


RIO GRANDE RANGER 


Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 30. 


Columbia 


production and release. Fea- 
tures Bob Allen, Lris Meredith, Paul Sut- 
| ton, Hal Taliaferro, tobert Henry, John 
| Elliot. Directed by Spencer Gordon Ben 
; net Screen play, Nate Gatzert: storv. 
|} Jacques and Ceila Jaccard; camera. James 
s Brown, Jt editor, Dwight Caldwell. 
Running time, 34 mins, 
os ad RO TO TOLLE ER, yee rer job Allen 
TAMAR. 0s ccccdenccvios «++--Iris Meredith 
ree £39080 0060 6ok00% e+»... Paul Sutton 
| Hal Tecsasé ecccce Cocccccecsee Hal ‘Tuliaferro 
Ko Ae ak ere ere Robert Henry 
OE ee o6.00b 00 see Join Elliot 
| Sneed Ea CRORE TER TTT TS Tom London 
US Nad di ds Pak bdesel.ce oe +» Slim Whittaker 
RAGS - WEMNCODA Si<5.06 occck ass Jack Rockwell 


A few more tries like this and Bob 
Allen, formerly Robert Allen of the 
more sophisticated prints, should 
give up his horses and cow country 
finery and get back to his original 
calling before it’s too late and his 
fans who've been wondering what 
became of him find out what he’s 
doing. Certainly, as a two-gun toter, 
he’s unconvincing. 

The law is being baffled by a state 
line handy to outlaws. Committing 
various brands of plundering, they’re 
always able to scamper back out of 
range of punishment either from 
local enforcement agencies or the 
rangers. Allen hands in his star and 
goes over the line to join up. Asa 
tailender he lets them find out who 
he is, makes a scamper for the right 








side of the same state line, where 
|his pals await him and trap the 
others. 


With more than the usual clumsi- 
ness, a girl, Iris Meredith, is inserted 
into the piece, that there may be a 
clinch closer. As westerns go, third- 
rate, Barn. 


GYPSY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 14. 


Warner Bros. Teddington 


production and 


release, Stars Roland Young; features 
Chili Bouchier, Directed by Roy William 
Neill. Screen play, Brock Williams, Ter- 
ence Rattigan; adapted from Lady Eleanor 
Smith’s novel, ‘Tzigane.’ At Piccadilly 
theatre, London, Running time, 77 mins. 
PE OU shes cectevestaen Roland Young 
PRINS 6 60 bd 6008:0.00-66'¢8 04-0 hill Bouchier 
PASI). ccc ccccccccccccces Hugh Williams 
Pls 6.0.00 56606066 6468-004 Frederick Burtwell 
EMEE: 444 cd eae eee : Glen Alyn 
Ling eee eee PLT URT Ter .Brian Buchel 
RPUMOMGRs 6 Cacbtecenceued \odrea Malandrinos 
MREMEBE. 06 6h6060008ed0e088 ..Vietor Fairley 





Splendid feature for England and 
an excellent programmer for Amer- 
ica. Production, acting, dialog and 
photography are such as even Amer- 
ica’s west coast need not be ashamed 
of. 

Gypsy dancer is betrothed to a 
lion-tamer who leaves Hungary to 
join a cireus in England and marry. 
Girl follows him to London, but lion- 
tamer’s bookings have been altered 
and they miss connections. 

She faints and is picked up by a 
bachelor who takes her to his flat. 
When he hears her story he en- 
deavors to locate her lover for her. 
Girl hears her fiance has been killed 
and marries the kind bachelor, later 
| discovering that her former lover is 
alive. She tells her husband 
that she is in duty-bound to go to the 
lion-tamer, and he permits her to 
depart. But the lion-tamer, too, has 
been married, so all is well. 

Sounds conventional, but 





| still 


it’s noth- 


|a big load of hay. 





ing of the sort. It is excellently 
acted by the three principals, well 
| produced and so closely cut that 
much of the dialog is lost in the | 
laughter with the situations gener- 
ate 


Roland Young is the 
| quick-thinking Britisher. 


cultured, 


chier gives so thorough an interpre- 
tation of the lively Romany that it 
| is difficult to believe this English 
| girl is not a product of the continent. 
| Frederick Burtwell plays one of 
|those immaculate English butlers 
| without making him a caricature. 


Jolo. 


| back. 
Chili Bou- | 





| Jenny 


Nacht Mit Dem Kaiser 


(‘Night With the Emperer’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Jan. 19. 


Tobis-Rota release of Klagemann-Film 





production. Directed by Erich Engel. 
Book, Ernst Marischka; production chief, 
Eberhard Klagemann;: sets, Brune Mondi: 
music, Hans Otto Borgmann. ; 
Léon  Gomebinmer. soe. . < Ss cos asad Jenny Jugo ! 
Thomas Kellermeister. Richard Romanowski | 
Heinz Heckmanm......... Friedrich Hentfer | 
ee a as ~+--Hans Zesch-Ballot | 
de Brusset...... b4 606 ob2S a0 Werner Schart 
TS aS Ty eee eS ae Hans Leibelt 
SE ioe c.c's sk oC e ie ue «+. Walter Steinbeck | 
oo Sayers ve eee Paul Henckels | 
King of Saxony...... .--Ernst G. Schiffner | 
Czar of Russia.............. Otto Woegerer | 





(In German) 

With its combination of indifferent 
directing, actors who gesticulate and 
declaim in a ridiculous manner and 
a Napoleon who is only recognizable 


through the wisp of hair drawn 
across his brow, this pic will die a 
quick and natural death. Stressing 


of heroism, sacrifice and the union 
of the nation may have enough ap- 
peal in the Germany of today to 
keep it around at the smaller houses 
for a brief space, however. 
Napoleon is to hold a confab in 
Erfurt. Lisa Grossinger, a young 
actress with more ambition than 
talent, has a brainstorm—she wants 
to meet old ‘Nap’ himself and sell 
him the idea of persuading the Er- 
furt theatre director to give her a 
part. So she gets herself a donkey 
and cart, fills it with cabbages and 
leeks, dolls up in a peasant ouifit 
and, with her eyes crossed as she 
confronts the frontier inspector, she 
gets through as a vegetable vender. 
Heinz Beckmann, young painter, 
has something patriotic up _ his 
sleeve. So he drives off to Jena on 
On the road he 
acquaintance of Lisa 
wh his wagon gets tangled up 
with hers. Whereupon they tell 
each other their secret plans. 
Then the story gets really screwy. 
The few good situations which the 
play has become absolute wash-outs 
through banal dialog and antiquated 
acting. Even Jenny Jugo, who is a 
good performer, is not a recompense 


makes the 


when 


here, 
(‘Jenny’) 
(POLISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

J. S. Starczewski release of Blok-Muza- 
film production. Features Jadwiga Smo- 
sarska, Jozef Orwid, Ziutek Kudla, Mie- 
ezystawa Cwiklinska, Aleksander Zabezyn- 
ski, Michel Znicz, Stanislaw’ Sielanski. 
Directed by Mieczyslawa Krawicza. Story, 
K. Jarassego; music, Fred = Scher. At 
Miami, N. Y., week Jan. 2, "36. Running 


time, S82 mins. 


(In Polish, No English Titles) 

A romance with songs and some 
pretty good comedy starring the so- 
called Queen. of Polish screens, Jad- 
wiga Smosarska. Although the lack 
of English titles makes it difficult to 
follow the story for those not under- 
standing Polish, for whom the pic- 
ture has little entertainment appeal 
from an arty or any other point of 
view, with the Poles ‘Jadzia’ will 
probably stack up okay. The title, 
translated as Jenny, is the character 
name of the part played by Miss 
Smosarska. 

Background of the story is two 
rival sports shops, the son of one 
owner falling for the daughter of 
the other. After various upsets and 
setbacks, their romange r@aches the 
desired conclusion. 
spotted here and ther 
ska doing the first as a salesgi 
hind a counter. It’s a catchy little 
tune well sold. The romantic lead 
opposite her, Aleksander Zabczyn- 
ski, has three numbers to carry. He 
puts them over interestingly, forti- 
fied by a screen personality that 
probably makes him an idol in his 
native Poland. 

Comedy includes an El Brendel 
type and some situations around a 
statue that is made of the girl for 
display in the rival sports store. The 
girl, trying to get the statue out at 
night, is nearly caught in the act and 
has to pose as the statue herself. 


This makes for several comedy 
angles that are amusing. 
The direction appears even, the 


recording is suitable and the sets at- 

tractive. Photography is consider- 

ably under the Hollywood average. 
Char. 


Es Gibt Nur Eine Liebe 


(‘There’s But One Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


(WITIE SONGS) 

Casino release of Dr tadal production 
Stars Louis Graveure, features Heinz Rueh- 
man, Jenny Jugo, Kalph A Roberts li- 
rected by Johannes Mayet Mu 
Eduard Kuenneke | ~ Hoar Ma 
(ire er Cast ! rl ! qytt - ‘ 
Mart Ziel bruno Ziene M z 
i hlir Will Kaufmmar er rich bitte 
At Cusino, N. Y week Jar oa, “os Jiur 
ning time, YS mins 


(In German; No English Titles) 

Obviously tailored to hitch the 
singing voice of Louis Graveure to 
Jugo’s flair for playing the 
role of a dizzy daine, ‘Es Gibt Nur 
Eine Liebe’ (‘There's But One 
Love’) proves a little hard on the 
It's too windy. The laughs 
are many, but they’re crowded into 
the first 20 minutes. But despite its 
devious course this filmusical stacks 
up as fair imported fare and should 
get a few extra shekels in the Ger- 
man nabe. It was first reviewed in 
Variety from Berlin, Dec. 26, 1933, 
which gives an kiea of its antiquity. 


Graveure is cut in frequently fori players. 
4 d I J 


| touches that Ruehman and Fraulein 
| apply account for many a situation 


both operatic excerpts and specially 
written material. His voice registers 
effectively, but his playing is stiff 
and the makeup on occasions is not 
altogether flattering. The comedy 
trio, consisting of Fraulein Jugo, | 
Heinz Ruehman and Ralph A.) 
Roberts, which surrounds Graveure 
does yoeman service in carrying the 
picture. The story starts thining out | 
even before the half way mark is 
reached, but the good histrionic 


being dragged out of the rough. 


Dialog and musical doing revolve 
around a Cinderella theme. Most of 
the turns which the script takes are | 
farfetched but they fit in with the | 
picture’s mood. Fraulein Jugo first 
meets the opera singer while she’s 
vacationing in the country. She in- 
vites herself into his entourages and 
even though he manages to shake 
her at a railway station she finds his 
city home and settles down there 
as a member of the family. From 
that point on the film goes farcically 
haywire and shows the young dame | 
interfering with love, profes- | 
sional and business affairs in a dumb 
way and her attempts to get on the 
operatic stage by becoming a ballet 
chorister. The inevitable happens: 
Graveure realizes that the tolerance 
of such consistent dumbness must 
be love and he marries her. Odec. 





hie 
This 


TOMMY 


(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 17. 


K pat production Directed by tela 
talozh Scenario Maria Orsi; based on 
poem Joseph KMotvo musi Victo 
Papir camera, Lajos Berend 

| Cast Annie Dobos, Elizabeth Simer 
Serena saikiay Julius Csortos, Lajos 
Basthy, Gizy Pechy, Klari Adam, 


(In Hungarian) 

| Sentimental story of an orphan | 
| child, cruel grandfather, and love- 
|lorn aunt who, at last, gets her way, 
| marries the man she wants, adopts 
the child and makes it happy. Last 
| bit of emotion is squeezed out of the 
| audience's heart by a scene in which 
the little boy is almost frozen on his 
| mother’s grave, goes to Heaven in 
| his dream, and is rescued at the last 
moment. Not a first-rate production 
by any means, but with an appeal 
for the provincial public. 





|child - performers, 
|\latter in the 


especially the 
part of a little gypsy 


| inadequate parts; 
|very attractive actress, being par- 
| ticularly unhappy in the sentimental 
part of the dying mother. Jacobi. 





SARGA CSIKO 


(‘Son of the Pusta’) 
(IN HUNGARIAN) 

(WITH SONGS) 
of Kovacs 


Danubia release 
production in the Hunna 
| Directed by Bela Pasztor. 
Ferenc Csepreghy; 
Pasztor; music, 
Julius Csortos, Juliuska Komar, 
Kiss, Marcsa Simon, Ferenc Hovyko, 
man Rozsahegyi. Ferenc Pethes, 
donyi, Joseph Cselenyi, At Modern Play- 
house, N, two weeks, starting Jan, 27, 
‘37. Running time, 80 mins, 


and 
Film 
From 
adaptation, 
Laszlo Angyal, 


Studios 
play 
Lajos 


Cast: 


‘Sarga Csiko’ plies vigorously at 


“y thé pearducts and. it cs, 40 al 
Ss Smog REPS Mgt PIE ot His fe 


from away back, but that won't stop 
the understandees from suffering 
alpng with young love, which is torn 
adgunder by the sins of the fathers. 
What ‘few lighter "ifitegfudes there 
are in the picture are those provided 
by a wisecracking pair of blackmail- 


ing beggars, a male choral group 
jcast as bandits .ad an offside 
| crooner. 


Most effective player in this setup 
of heavy emoters is Ferenc Kiss. 
He spends 15 years in prison for a 
crime he didn’t commit. Marcas | 
Simon is cast as his wife, and she 
spryly takes up where Kiss drops | 
off in the threnody of weeps. Their | 
son is played by Ferenc Hoyko, who 
can be depended upon to pull no 
|emotional punches, either vocally or 








| facially, to show how he has been | 
| humiliated by his father’s shame. | 
|The little blonde that intensifies | 
| 
} 


Hoyka’s suffering is Juliuska Komar, 

| whose penchant for wide-eyed ex- | 
| pressions of naivete makes it im- | 
possible to mistake her for anything | 
but the Pusta’s darling. The Pusta | 
refers to the plains 
| which are-tantamount to our western 
prairies. 

The villain of the piece is not made 
to pay, because, as it develops, it is | 
the girl’s own father. He once got 
pie-eyed and to get a horse he liked 
knocked off a plainsman, and it is 


for this murder that Kiss had been 
‘tugged. Coincidence has it that the 
very day that his son is scheduled 


to marry Juliuska the old man comes 
home from prison. The local sheriff, | 
whose has also a yen for the 
| girl, breaks up the marriave gather- 
ing by exposing the sin of the father. | 
|But even after Kiss does some | 
sleuthing and uncovers the real mur- 
derer he refrains from peaching, and 
the boy and the girl are reconciled. 
The bits by the male choral group 
are lively and melodious. Most of 
the direction is elementary, but the | 
least tolerable defect is the lighting 
In some scenes night is denoted by | 
jalmost completely blacking out the 


Odec. 


son 


| old to the American scene. 


| dious, 


Gizy Pecsy and Klari Adam, two | Ernst Eklund, the best male actor 
| 


Faludi | 


Ferene | 
Kal- | 
Lajos Gar- | 


| appeal 


of Hungary. Ser in the film. 


| obviously 


| for 


UNDER FALS FLAGG 


(‘Under a False Flag’) 
(WITH SONGS) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 


Scandinavian Talking Pictures production 


ind release Features Tutta Rolf ind 
Allan Bohlin. Directed by Gustav Mo'an- 
der. Story by Solve Cederstrand: music by 
Jules Svyivain. At Cinema de Parie«, N é 
starting Jan. 1. "37. Running time, 
74 mins 

Karl Hammer Ranker Ernst Eklund 
Margot, his daughter...... ....Tutta Rolf 
SBA -Allan Bolin 
Pertifs Friend Jabeee Nils Ericson 
Britta Lundgren. ........-. Karin Carlsson 
Stenographer....... -.--Anna Lindahl 


ou Pee ee ee 
Manager.... 


trin Swenson 
oSecesbaveks Bullen Berglund 
(In Swedish, with English titles) 
‘Under a False Flag’ is perhaps the 
brightest cinematic effort to be 
turned out by the Scandinavian pro- 


ducers. As such it may get nice 
business in foreign language and 
arty houses. But it still remains a 
leisurely copy of ‘ond and third- 
rate features made in America, with 
story, situations and action the same 


as have been done countless times 
with better effect by U. S. indie 
producers. Fairly intelligent En- 
lish titling should help the film go'n 
entree to additional so-called sure- 


seater (art) theatres. 
Film devotees understanding the 
Swedish language doubtlessly will 


rave with understandable pride over 


the acting and personality of Tutta 
Rolf. She possesses a certain amount 


of verve and vigor generally sov-ht 
in screen femme candidates. Make- 
up and camera, however, fail to 
fully bring out all her beauty. Miss 
tolf romvps through her role as the 
banker’s daughter (who masquerades 
as a poor working girl to be near her 
sweetheart) as though she knew 
what it was all about. This is more 
than can be said for the others. 
Although the fable of the charm- 


|ing but spoiled daughter who stoonvs 
|; to conquer may have impressed the 


foreign producers as original. it is 
And at 
times. it seems doubly familiar be- 
cause no new twists have been per- 
mitted to creep in and because it is 
overboard on dialog. 

Two tunes. ‘Margita’ and ‘Some- 
thing Sines Within Me,’ while meio- 
will not cause any jealousy 
among American composers. Tutta 
Rolf and Allan Bohlin make faint 
stabs at singing them but it’s dubious 
if the dubbed voices are theirs. 


of the troupe, is the banker. cast 
in an elderly role. although apnar- 


'girl, are very good. Grown-up mem- | €Mtly as young as the sprichtly lead. 
bers of the cast are rather at sea in | Allan — 
Annie Dobos. a/| ut fails to carry it far. 


Bohlin takes the latter port 

Mugs too 
camer?-shv, 
portrayal by 
remaining support 


much and acts a bit 
Aside from a air 
Karin Carlsson, 
is mediocre. 
There is a disrobing scene, caucht 
with fidelity by a clever camera 
*rinder, that may cause comment, 
thouvh only a flash. Looks like a 
couple other attempts were mad to 
spice up situations but thev fated 
to jell. Wear. 


(‘King August the Strong’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Casino release of A. Nerthus production, 
| Directed boy Paul Wegener. Features 
| Michael Bohnen, Lil Dagover, Marie Louise 
Claudius. Music, Dr. Hans Erdmann, At 
Casino, N. Y., Jan. 29, ‘37. Running time 
101 mins. 


August der Starke.......... Michael Bohnen 
Graefin Koenigsmark.......... Lil Dagover 
Graefin Cosel........Marie Louise Claucius 
Karl XIl...¢............Guenther Handack 
Flemming........ Seecsese Franz Schafhe'tlin 
ON eT Fes Ernst Legal 
MOTO 6 4 04.4846 060% 6% 35 Maria Krahn 
NINES 6 kas 6 6 Xa vo > Boies dae Hama'a 
Fuerstin Jablonska....Maria Palzarkiewicz 
OPT Fri ee ore Tamara Wischniewska 
See SOUR 5 ects aaeals 6s be sa ..Kurt Lukas 
Adelsmarschal....... tos obwaeh Brodneiwich 
Polnische Wirtin.......... ... Jdarschweca 


Pitevreseavanes Ieduard Schun ller 


(In German; No English Titles) 

‘King August the Strong’ is a really 
fine production and has the added 
asset of a couple of names who 
mean something to German audi- 
ences. There is where its chief 
strength lies. Because of the in- 
volved story knowledge of the lan- 
guage (or English titles) becomes 
necessary. Since it has no titles, its 
to other than natives is 
limited only to the better costume 
scenes and occasional pantomimics 
that require nothing but eye appeal. 
Bits of Polish dialect add to the con- 
fusion. 

Michael Bohnen, opera singer, ag 
the Saxon King, renders a fine per- 
formance, overshadowing nearly 
everything and certainly everyone 
Lil Dagover, as one 
of his mistresses, carries much of the 
weight allotted to the femmes, but 
that’s never enough to lighten the 
load of Bohnen, who is the entire 
picture, practically. Marie Louise 
Claudius, blond looker, enters the 
King’s life as a young, beautiful 
mental lightweight, who soon talks 
her way out of his favor, but not 
before leaving the impression that 
she might be brought to Hollywood 
for faster film company. 

Length of the film, although it has 
been cut already, is an- 
other drawback. There are still parts 
that might have been deleted to make 
more speed. Story is one that 
requires much detail and must of ne- 
cessity be a longie, but that 101 mins, 
is still too long. 

The fight between King Charles of 








Sweden and the Saxon Ausust with 
ithe then very receptive Poland as 
the prize is the basic theme. Aue 


gust wants the crown of the Poles by 
(Continued on page 31) 
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It’s such fun--and it pays such 
thrilling profits! All it requires is a 
little quick thinking and your signa- 
ture today on a slab notice for 


KAY FRANGIS 


STOLEN HOLIDAY ANITA LOUISE, | 


with IAN HUNTER GREEN LIGHT | | 


CLAUDE — 
The GREAT O'MALLEY PENROD AND SAN 
é win BILLY MAUGH 


with PAT O’BRIEN 
(Little ‘Anthony Adverse’) 














HUMPHREY BOGART 






and You'll Have 4 Wonderful Weekly ‘aa to Yell ‘IT’S A SOCKO\’ 
Every Night Is Bank Night With 


WARNER BROS. 
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AUGUST DER STARKE 


(Continued from page 29) 


peace; his cousin, the Swede, is less 
modest in his desires; extending his 
yen to the Saxon provinces. Lil 
Dagover fits in here as an emissary 
of August between the two rulers 
who eventually come to terms. Carl’s 
ultimate defeat by the Russians 
leaves the door open for August's 
coronation as sovereign of the 
es. 
eaten the story, August heads 
everything. Court scenes, festivals 





| distinctly 


(one that borders on the bacchanal), | 
feats of strength, and in the boudoirs | 


of his flames, he is literally monarch 
of all he surveys. His ego takes him 
to extremes in his petticoat pursuits 
and leaves him a broken man. When 
practically an invalid he thinks he is 
still attractive until a young Polish 


girl cruelly informs him that he is | 


too old. ; 
Action for the most part is the 
usual court intrigue with the excep- 
tion of one minor battle scene when 
Carl is defeated by the Russians. 
There is nothi: g in it to warrant ex- 
citement since it depicts nothing but 
his demise in the arms of fellow- 


officers. Light smatterings of Bach’s 
music, dancing, etc.. will sate the 


culture hounds. Hurl. 


Dunaparti Randevu 


(‘Date by the Danube’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 16. 


Phoebus production and release, Directed 


Dy Istvan ezekely. Story, Elizabeth 
Kuhn, Sandor Fodor; adaptation, Charles 
Noti; music, Imre Hajdu; camera, Chartes 
Kurzmayer, a 
Cast: Zita Percel, Imre Raday, Lizzie 
Ralla, Julius Kabos, Livia Dobay, Judius 
Csortos, Liliy Berky, Serena Sztklay. 


(In Hungarian) 

‘Date’ has tempo, charm, and real 
humor, verging sometimes on the 
burlesque, but always within the 
limits of good taste. Literati back- 
ground is a change from the usual 
screen comedy millieu and photogra- 
phy is good. Altogether a thor- 
oughly enjoyable picture. : 

‘Date by the Danube’ is the title 
of a novel written by a gifted young 
author (Raday), who is in love with 
a rich girl (Zita Percel). Her father 
(Csortos) wants to see her married 
to a good business man instead of a 
good-for-nothing writer, but prom- 
ises to give his consent if the book 
is a best-seller. It ultimately proves 
to be just that, and a happy ending 
is achieved after many complications 
of an amusing sort. 

Kabos, popular local comedian and 
the greatest standby of Hungarian 
films, is brilliant this time. He 
has threatened to become rather 
stereotyped of late, but has created 
in this picture a new, original and 
vastly amusing type. Serena Sziklay 
ably seconds him in the femme com- 
edy part. Jacobi. 


EVORDULO 


(‘Wedding Day’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 16. 


production and release, 
Bela Gaal. Scenario, Miklos 


Reflektor 
Directed by 
Vitex. 

Cast: 
Raday, 
Komar. 


Imre 
Julia 


Zita Gordon, 
Imre Toronyi, 


Antal Pager, 
Gabor Rajnai, 





(In Hungarian) 

Very few attempts at drama have 
been made in Hungarian films, pro- 
ducers’ opinion being that neigh- 
borhood and provincial audiences, 
which make a film pay, have no in- 
terest in anything but Cinderella 
comedies with music. ‘Wedding 
Day’ is thus a new departure, a 
psychological drama catering for an 
intellectual public. Both press no- 
tices and word-of-mouth are very 
good, so picture’s career in Buda- 
pest is assured. ; 

Story is about a young doctor and 
his wife who are celebrating the an- 
niversary of their wedding when 
the doctor is called away to a 
patient. Telephone call warns the 
wife that she can catch him in the 


‘ act of deceiving her if she hurries 


to a given address. She finds him 
in a woman’s arms. Heartbroken, 
she sues for a divorce in spite of the 
doctor’s protest. He almost goes 
crazy, loses his recollection of events 
since the wedding day, and attempts 
suicide when the divorce is granted 
and wife is about to marry her 
lawyer. Newspaper man follows up 








the mystery and discovers that it| 





‘Get Away from Me Boys, You 


Bother Me,’ and ‘That’s All 
Brother,” Now Internationally 
Famous. 


CLYDE 
HAGER 


Featured in 
‘Laughter Over London’. 


Victoria Palace, London 


Exclusive Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











] 
} 


was all a put-up job, staged by the 
lawyer for the sake of getting the 
woman. Wife nurses 


Martin Berkeley, writing contract. 


the doctor | directorial contract at Par. 
back to life, and his memory is re- | 


} 





Mitchell Leisen received five-year 


Dickie Moore, little theatre actress, 


| 
stored when the whole situation is! termed by RKO. 


reconstructed 

Acting of both Pager and Raday is 
admirable. Zita Gordon, 
above average. 

She is the first woman here who 
really dresses well and looks well. 

Bela Gaal’s directing is good, in 
the French manner. Not an inter- 
nationally important picture, 
above the local 


Jacobi. 


The Man Who Smiles 


(‘L’Uomo Che Sorride’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Jan. 19. 

Eja-Amato production Directe 
Mattoli, 


detti, 


t 


scenario, Bonelli and De 


Bene- 


(In Italian) 

This is another example of theat- 
rical play simply transferred from 
the stage to the screen, for which 
Italian films have gone in strongly 
recently. Only local appeal. 

Story is that of a modern taming 
of the shrew. 

In this case the shrew is Adriana, 
daughter of a very wealthy indus- 
trialist, who thinks she should have 
everything her way. Husband is Pio, 
who accomplishes the taming with 
the aid of a notebook, a dictaphone, 
and a perpetual smile. In the note- 
book and the dictaphone he finds 
valuable means of recording his 
wife’s wishes, which are not only 
many, but also contradictory. And 
the perpetual smile and polite com- 
pliance with her wishes finally ex- 
asperate her so that she asks her 
husband to be stern and unrelenting. 
Not, however, until he and she have 
been trying to each other in many 
ways, and Adriana has even run 
away from her husband and asked 
her former fiance to live with her. 
But she comes back quickly enough 
when the former fiance shows him- 
self horrified at the idea, saying he 
considers himself very lucky that 
he wasn’t roped into easton, © 

eln. 


| 


| 


i 


too, is} 
' 


S. K. Lauren 
termer at RKO. 
Metro renewed its pact with Dr. 
William Axt of the music department 
for another year. } 
Robert E. Cohen picked up writer 


tagged to 


contract at ColumDia 


but | 
average. | 


I by Mario ! 


i 


| 


| 





William Gargan given new termer 
at Universal. 


John Litel termed at Warners 


Frank Morgan and Julie Haydon 
given new pacts by Metro. 

Hugh Wedlock, Jr.. and Howard 
| Snyder given writing contracts at 
20th-Fox. 

Metro gave new pact to Dave 
| Gould, dance director. 


TITLE CHANGES | 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. — | 


‘Her Husband Lies’ will be the re- 
lease tag on B. P. Schulberg’s ‘The 
Love Trap.’ 

‘Personal Property’ is new tag for 
Metro’s ‘Man In Possession.’ 

Paramount has changed ‘End of | 
Adventure’ to ‘Girl from Scotland | 
Yard.’ 

‘Freedom 


For Sale’ 


writing | kindred contests 
| distribution of money to audience 


To Tire of Giveaway Gag: No B. 9. 





Cash prizes, bank nites and other 
incorporating the 


members are on the way out in 


Greater New York. That admission 

. . ' 
was made by prominent independent 
exhibitors this week, although origi- 


nally they were most ardent advo- 
cates of the stunts as a means of in- 
creasing business. 

With attendance tending to dwin- 
dle in recent weeks, no matter what 
sort of a giveaway gag was employed, 
many indie exhibitors were placed in 
the predicament of having an addi- 
tional for their 
houses without added intake to com- 
pensate for the added attraction. 

General belief among numerous 
independent exhibitors, as well as 
with some major officials, was that 
the cash giveaways were not making 
money for the theatres. 
concerted effort may be made to 
abandon the monetary distribution 
stunts immediately, there was no 


operating expense 





Though no! 


|}mistaking the attitude that plenty 
exhibitors are ‘fed up.’ 
The fact that virtually all com- 


| peting theatres have been forced into 
|using some form of coin 


giveaway 
puts them all in the same boat, or 
in much the same situation as double 
bills. Only material difference is 
that the cash distributions represent 


a fixed outlay zach week if they are 


orerated on the up-and-up while flat 
rentals and cheaper films often can 
be pushed into the breach on dual 
set-ups. 





Wichita, Feb. 2. 


Bank nights have been discon- 
tinued in the four leading Fox thea- 
tre ir. Wichita, the Mil’ Palace, 


Orpheum and Uptown. 

After the Kansas Supreme court 
decision of Dec. 12, 1936, that bank 
nights were illegal, the Fox manage- 
ment’s attorneys announced that the 
| decision would be contested. 





Atlanta, Feb. 2. 
Cameo theatre, downtown second- 
r.. indie and last stronghold of 


becomes| 
‘Parole Racket’ at Columbia. ; 
Pet ag care gh eee Haul’ to | na yi banko in Atlanta, announced its in- 
‘California raigh 1ead. 


Title to Columbia's ‘Raiding Guns’ 
altered to ‘Trapped.’ 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


‘Loser’s End,’ Matt Taylor yarn, 
slated for Collier’s soon, purchased 
by Metro. 

‘There’s Always a Woman,’ Amer- | 
ican mag story by Wilson Collison, | 
taken by Columbia. 

David Garth’s original ‘Don’t For- 
get to Remember,’ taken by RKO as 
a Gene Raymond vehicle. 

‘Mexican Quarters,’ Cosmo. mag 
yarn by Tom Gill, purchased by RKO 
— Robert F. Sisk slated to pro- 
uce. 








Going Places 





(Continued from page 10) 
collected and put together with good old-fashioned realism to mean some- 


thing good and concrete. 


The ‘French Casino Folies’ accepts the universal truth preached by 
Ziegfeld: that beautiful ladies need beautiful clothes; that if you're going 
to have a parade of perfumes, it’s wiser to dress the girls like perfume 
bottles and add a clinching Christmas tree headdress to ‘Christmas Night,’ 
rather than get the audience all confused trying to express instead the 
mood of the scent; that for ‘Furs,’ for instance, there’s nothing more con- 
vincing than furs; that in the United States when you’re doing a Parade 
of All Nations, the gracious thing to do is assign the best looking show girl 
the job of ‘The Ambassador of the United States,’ that in a show designed 
to sell femininity, the more lavish the surrounding fripperies the more 
precious the femininity becomes, and therefore, when the Tiger Hunters 
in the retinue of "The Ambassador of India’ shoots off their guns, let tthe 
audience see they use lovely soft white ostrich plumes for, bullets. ; 





Realism, Plus, in ‘Live Once’ |) ae i . 

The story-tellers of ‘You Only Live Once’ have etl ya de cote 
looking for vicissitudes to pile on Sylvia Sidney’s hea ‘give a 
works, So it’s lucky Miss Sidney is actress enough to take it, to transform 
a series of mounting tragedies that might have become ludicrous with the 
monotony of their accumulation, into an absorbing picture of inexorable 
doom credible every step of the way, even if varying greatly in degree of 


credibility. 


As misfortune dogs misfortune, it’s remarkable that Miss Sidney is able 
to go on projecting any conviction into them at all, but her quality of 
intensity and the scope of her emotional range create the feeling about her 
that, because she feels deeply, it shall be her fate to suffer deeply, and so 
she is a match for the story. She comes out on top. 

Miss Sidney is thinner in ‘You Only Live Once,’ which is all to the 
good, since plump little girls are not pathetic, and she has a neat new 
coiffure which, being brushed up in a roll around her head, makes her | 
look ethereal, bringing out the delicacy of her features and adding to her 
A fragile looking heroine also helps a story 


air of fragility in general. 
like ‘You Only Live Once.’ 


Appropriately, Miss Sidney is dressed simply and unobstrusive for her 
Amazingly, she is photographed actually 
working when she is supposed to be working, and Jean Dixon, who plays 
her practical sister, and Margaret Hamilton, the inkeeper, have also been 
given some business—ironing clothes, knitting, cleaning house—to add to 
the illusion that they too are real people and not just actresses standing 
around the studio being photographed acting. 


role of working-girl-with-ideals. 





Margot the Magdalen 
Arrested as a Magdalen in ‘Criminal Lawyer,’ Margot Grahame, looking 
like Magdalen, leaves night court with the bibulous Robin Hood lawyer 
who rescues her from what turns out to be all too false a charge, goes 


- 


to 70 a week 





with him to his apartment, gives him some delicious tomato juice, fixes 
him a mess of scrambled eggs, and leaves him straightway for an apart- | 
ment he’s meanwhile engaged for her on a decently different floor, 
The next time we see her, Miss Graname, still giving off like a Mag- | 
dalen, is ensconced as his efficient secretary, encouraging him to better 
| deeds, to getting on the wagon, etc. It is all a cruel waste of Miss Gra- 
hame’s especial quality, a fundamental allure that has nothing to do with 
reform or efficiency, and so, clinging instinctively to what she’s got, Miss 
Grahame keeps her very blonde hair loosely fluffed out throughout the 
very most business-like doings in the office, her full-curved mouth bright 
and shiny, and slips into a whole-heartedly backless, black satin dress 


the first time he asks her out. 


snatcher at other women’s men. 


This triumph of Miss Grahame’s over her 

sissy characterization adds a little to the conf 

true; but nevertheless an actress ought to stick upfor what she’s got. 
Betty Lawford, villainess of the piece and thegenee 

the same role she’s playing currently in ‘The 


n of the picture, it is 


ver-dressed, plays 
en‘an unsuccessful 


{pron action, 


CONSUMMATE 
MERGER 


Prolonged negotiations toward 
merger of Local 306 and_ the 
Allied Operators, consummated with 
ratification of the plan Saturday 
(30) by 306’s membership, will put 
about 200 extra men to work in 
Greater New York booths. These 
jobs will go to 306 men who are now 
among the union’s unemployed. 


Under the terms of the agreement 
reached between 306 and Allied, with 
concurrence of theatres which em- 
ploy Allied ops, additional manpower 
is provided for the booths now con- 
trolled by the independent union. 
While no Allied operators presently 
employed are to be taken off their 
jobs, the extra men to work with 
them will come from the 306 rolls. 


The agreement under which 306 
absorbs Allied is for 10 years but 
carries the provision that every two 
years negotiations are to be entered 
into for the ensuing two years on a 
basis that makes increases in scales 
mandatory. With agreement effective 
immediately following 306’s ratifica- 
tion of the absorption, Allied-manned 
theatres will increase booth scales 
25% and hi See hours from 84 

an. 
It is also agreed that should any 


contr i@@ they will be set- 
thed * t through accept- 
able ision such handling of 


disputes. 

Indications now are that the Em- 
pire State union which virtually re- 
stricts itself to certain Brooklyn the- 
atres, will not become a part of the 
306-Allied combination. This was 
considered some weeks ago but ap- 
parently has been dropped. The Em- 
pire union is now no source of trou- 
ble to 306 although originally it and 
306 engaged in a bitter battle several 
years ago. 

A final obstacle toward culmina- 
tion of peace plans between Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors of New York, and the Allied 
union was removed Monday after- 
noon (1) when Supreme Court 
Judge Callahan dismissed the plea 
of the Harry Harris circuit for an 
injunction which would upset the 
applecart. The Harris chain, operat- 
ing seven houses in New York and 
employing Allied men, sought the 
following: 

To enjoin the Independent The- 





| atre Owners Association from allow- | 
| ing Allied to join 306; from allowing 


Allied to disband and from permit- 


ting the ITOA to enter into a con- | 


tract for a merger with 306. 
Attorneys for Allied were arrayed 
with counsel for 306 in arguing 
against the Harris circuit in the in- 
junction proceedings. 
Union sources point out that the 


argument of the Harris interests may | 
be interpreted as the first actual ad- | 


mission that the Allied union was a 


creature of the ITOA with which it | 


had 10-year contracts. . 
Following disposal of the Harris 
both parties to 


proposed: merger were scheduled to | 


meet yestetday~ Tues.) to sign the 


‘contract. 


the i 


j} tention of becoming law-abiding and 
j}last week tossed out giveaway, re- 
|cently outlawed by Georgia high 


| court as lottery. 














JAMES 
IMCCALLION 


IN THE 
THEATRE GUILD’S 


‘BUT FOR THE 
GRACE OF GOD’ 


AT THE 


GUILD THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


The Critics said: 


JOHN MASON BROWN, 
N. Y¥. Eve Post: 


‘EXCELLENT,’ 


ROBERT COLEMAN, 
N. Y¥. Daily Mirror: 


‘OUTSTANDING,’ 


DOUGLAS GILBERT, 
N. Y. World-Telegram: 


‘A TALENTED YOUTH. 


BROOKS ATKINSON, 
N. Y. Times: 


‘PUNGENT ACTING.’ 


ROBERT BENCHLEY, 
New Yorker: 


‘ESPECIALLY GOOD.’ 


JOHN ANDERSON, 

N. Y. Eve Journal: 
‘AFFECTING, SHARP, 

IMAGINATIVE.’ 

|f BURNS 

Daily 

‘REALIZES PART AS COM- 

| PLETELY AS AUTHOR 

} 

| 





MANTLE, 
News: 


COULD DEMAND.’ 
§ ‘VARIETY’: 
{| ‘SPLENDID JOB, ASSIGN- 
MENT CARRIER KEEN 
THROUGHOUT EVERY 
PAGE OF THE ACTING 
BOOK—HE TAKES EVERY- 
THING IN STRIDE.’ 


2 
DIRECTION: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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SOUTH AFRICAN FILM, 


SHOW BIZ, VERY GOOD «isc: “MG) and Prince's (indie) 





Capetown, Jan. 11. 

Biz all over South Africa was very 
good over the holidays, films, legit 
and niteries all reporting favorably. 
Films as usual were nearly all 
American. 

In Capetown, the film lineup is a 
Yank corner. Alhambra (ACT), has 
‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th); Plaza (U) 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG); Royal (U) 
‘New Moon’ (MG) and ‘His Majesty’s’ 


(ACT) ‘Show Boat’ (U). 
Johannesburg differs a little, with 
one Brit er, ‘Land W Mu 
(Capital) at the Coloseum (ACT) 
Othe are Metro (MG) Libeled 


Lady’ (MG); Palladium (ACT) ‘Show 
Boat’ (U); Plaza (ACT) ‘So Red the 





A Paramount annual 


‘Here Comes Trouble’ (20th). 

Cameo (Indie) in Durban is play- 
ing ‘Without Regret’ (Indie). Play- 
house (ACT) has ‘Swing Time’ 
(RKO); Criterion (ACT) ‘Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town’ (Col); Prince’s (U) 
|‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (MG); King’s (U) 
‘Broadway Melody of ’37’ (MG); 
Alhambra (ACT) ‘Circus Clown’ 
(Indie). 


Astor, N. Y., Feb. 19. 


sored by the Par Pep Club. 





Boris Petroff, 


Johannesburg had two legits dur- 


PETROFF’S AVIATION PIC 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Grand National 


Par’s Blowout in N. Y. 


banquet- 
dance, first to be held since the com- 
| pany went into receivership in 1932, 
has been scheduled for the Hotel 


As in the past, the affair is spon- 


ing the festive period, ‘Panto Cin- producer, has bought an original, 

derella’ at the Empire and Jimmy | Young Wings, from Lawrence 
a’ at t mpire and Jimm waaieas 

Hunter’s ‘London Follie at His | Thiele. 

Majesty’s. Yarn, concerning the activities of 








RESUMING 
ENGLISH 
TOUR 
MARCH 
29TH 










ENROUTE TO 
HOLLYWOOD 
FOR M-G-M’s 
"BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937’ 


& 
Just completed 16 weeks throughout England 
with his own road show, “TUNE INN” — 
ONE OF THE FIVE BIGGEST AT- 
TRACTIONS IN GREAT BRITAIN... 


ALSO TWO PLEASANT WEEKS AT THE 
VERSAILLES, NEW YORK. 











London Rep.: 
CHARLES TUCKER 


American Representative: 


NAT KALCHEIM 


William Morris Agency 
Radio City, New York 





-| of the 








| newsreels. 


ever, 


—_—_—s 


hide Sek Piinn 


(Continued from page 6) 


lights and explosives. The largest background ever built for pix, 50 feet 
high by 250 feet long, was erected behind the trenches to simulate a shel]- 
torn sector. Immense screen was constructed in panels, operating inde- 
pendently to safeguard against possible destruction of the whole from a 
storm of explosives. 


Settlement of the Mrs. Margaret Ayer Barnes-Edward Sheldon suit 
against Metro for infringement of their play, ‘Dishonored Lady,’ by the 
film ‘Letty Lynton,’ has reached the stage where attorneys for both sides 
and the special master in the litigation, will journey to Hollywood for a 
peek at Metro’s books and to gather testimony of employees regarding cost 
film. 

Arthur F. Driscoll, attorney for the plaintiffs, J 


VI 


Robert Rubin of M« 


law staff, and Gordon Auchincloss, referee, will probably go coast 
around March 1 Both sides have been wrangling over the 
figure for three months with no decision. 

Director, one of big 10, who died recently, left his wife with a 
house unpaid for and a $10,000 insurance policy which just about cov: 
expenses of funeral, etc 


Friends figured he must have been in the big money and left he: 
provided for, but inside is that while his home studio was 
out at $3,000 a week, his take was only $600 weekly. 


loaning dire 


Loaded with information gleaned from the various color photography 
plants in the New York area, Tom Baily of Metro’s publicity department 
has returned to the studio to give execs pointers on the layout of equip- 





ment for the proposed laboratory to be built on the lot. When lab is 
erected the studio will be able to supply newspapers throughout the 
country with properly tinted image: 

Grand National will re t pla of Sam Goldwyn to make a picture 
with Helen Jepson, Met opera star, claiming GN has priority on the 


singer to make one picture, with an option for a second. 
had yet been signed officially 
would work for h 
confirmation of the deal, 


While no contract 
with Miss Jepson when Goldwyn announced 
m, GN claims it telegraphic and 
including on terms, 


the star has othe: 
etc, 

‘March of Time’ claims a total of more than 9,500 accounts after two 
years of production as contrasted with around 5,000 for any of the leading 
Making room for ‘March of Time’ has not necessarily taken 
accounts away from regular bi-weekly newsreel distributors but is still | 
competition. In providing room for M. of T., where played, it has, how- 
knocked out that many shorts 

The Association of Motion Picture Advertisers, whose future has been 
wobbly for some time, has reached an agreement with the Astor hotel 
to which it went deeply in the red on last year’s Naked Truth ball, paying 
the hotel $250 in cash and arranging to pay balance over an extended 
period. With the down payment made during the past week, the balance 
to the hotel now is $750. 


ee re 


Although the film itself carries no credits and Amkino, the distributor, 
does not provide them on inquiry, it is understood that the nar- 
ration for ‘Spain in Flames,’ a propagandic Loyalist feature now at the 
Cameo, N. Y., was written by John Dos Passos and Ernest Hemingway. 





Despite fact that Metro’s ‘Captains Courageous’ is still in the process of 
production, Modern Screen, fan mag, in its March issue has a detailed 
review, including commentaries on individual performances and awards 
its monthly prize to the all-male cast. Mag recently reviewed ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ before it was completed and awarded the ‘medal of merit’ to Columbia. 


Janet Gaynor, through her printed suggestion that the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences should include an award for the best 
supporting player of the year, claims credit for having inspired the or- 
ganization to include recognition this year of the best bit player, male and 
female. 


The Ostrers may be visited soon by A. C. Blumenthal in reference to 
his compensation for efforts claimed to have been expended on behalf of 
Gaumont-British’s recent negotiations with American companies. Presum- 
ably, Blumey’s claims might have to do with the original Metro-GB-20th 
Century deal which flopped. 


Sam Sax, head of Vitaphone (WB) shorts production in Brooklyn, takes 
exception to the irresponsible chatter items in the dailies anent this or 
that artist ‘starring’ in Warner Bros. shorts. Sax has had to round-robin 
editors calling attention to Sidney Rechetnik in the WB home-office as 
the most responsible source for checkup. . 

















MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS!! 


Herman Bernie invites your ATTENTION to 


IRVING 
JAFFEE 


| | \ 
MOST VERSATILE and GREATEST SPEED ICE ( 
SKATER OF ALL TIMES and PRESENT UNDEFEATED 
THREE TIME OLYMPIC and WORLD CHAMPION 


ONE THOUSAND AND ONE SPECTACULAR TRICKS ON ICE : 





























IRVING JAFFEE 

Winner of three Olympic skat- 
ing championships for the United 
States and present world’s cham- 
pion skater. Among  Jaffee's 
many titles are: 5,000 and 10,000 
metre Olympic champion in 1932 
and 10,000 metre winner in the 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT: 


HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 





| 1928 Oly ——. He also holds the : 
one mile world’s record, five mile 
world’s record and 10,000 metre 9132 Sunset Bivd. 
| U > — ‘ Recently set a 
|} world’s record for the 10 and 25 
| mile distance. HOLLYWOOD, CAL. } 
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All Show Biz Rallies to Flood 


Succor; Flock of Benefit Shows 





Springfield, O. 

A total of more than $4,000 has 
been turned over to Red Cross chap- 
ters for flood relief funds by 
Chakeres Theatres, Inc., circuit op- 
erating company of which Phil 
Chakeres is the head. 

Approximately half of the sum 
was contributed by fans through spe- 
cial collections taken at each per- 
formance for six days. Balance rep- 
resented gross receipts from special 
midnight flood benefit shows, the 
company’s own contribution and a 
donation of 5% of thei: week's sal- 
ary by al’ employees. 





Denver’s Benefits 


Denver, Feb. 2. 

Benefits for the flood sufferers are 
the order of the day in Denver. Most 
of the theatres, night clubs, and 
other places of entertainment are 
holding them, with all services do- 
nated and all the receipts going to 
the American Red Cross. The Den- 
ver theatre had 15 acts on its Sat- 
urday midnight show, and besides all 
the admission money, close to $1,000 
was raised through the radio broad- 
cast and appeal from the stage. The 
entire stage show was broadcast, sta- 
tion YLZ staying on the air overtime 
to do the job. The Victory put on 
a benefit show Monday, and the Fox 
theatres in Denver joined in a city- 
wide benefit show at all their Den- 
ver theatres, with a free-will col- 
lection providing the funds donated. 





Indianapolis’ $4,000 
Indianapolis, Feb. 2. 

Theatre-owners, film exchanges 
and talent joined in a city-wide flood 
relief benefit show to gross $4,000 
Thursday (28) for the Red Cross 
fund. The shuttered Indiana was 
opened for the one performance, and 
tickets priced at $1 were on sale at 
every theatre in the city. Musi- 
cians, stage hands, operators, and 
performers donated services and the 
exchanges donated a feature film, 
together with short subjects. The 
show was planned on Tuesday aft- 
ernoon, but local showmen got be- 
hind it solidly in a hurry. Three 
dailies each donated half-page ads 
and both radio stations fiooded the 
air with plugs for the benefit. The 
performance, which started at 7:30 
Pp. m. and lasted until 2 a. m. the 
following morning, attracted an au- 
dience that filled the theatre’s 3,200 
seats and jammed the aisles. Extra 
receipts were gained from the sale 
of flowers at the show. 





And in Brooklyn 
Brooklyn, Feb. 2. 

Flood relief show to obtain funds 
for the Red Cross has been scheduled 
by the Fox Brooklyn theatre for next 
Friday (5). Full proceeds to the 
Red Cross since every section of per- 
forrmance is to be don-ted. Will start 
at midnight. 





Middletown, O., Carries On 
Hamilton, O., Feb. 2. 

When nearby Middletown, O., a 
35,000 situation, went completely 
dark last week, putting seven the- 
atres out of commission, by shut- 
ting down of flooded plant, Union 
Gas & Electric Co., Cincinnati, which 
supplies contiguous territory. R. E. 
Peffley. city manager of Southio, de- 
termined ‘the show must go on.’ He 
is operating booth, house, lobby and 
marquee with both alernating and 
direct current from two generators 
driven by gas engines installed on 
trucks in a lot beside the theatre. A 
smailer unit is furnishing power for 
the e'ectrie stoker to heat the house. 
Shows are given on regular grind 


Schedule from 1 to 11 p. m.. with 
business at capacity. 
Except for hospitals, radio, fire 


and police stations and newspapers, 
balance of burg saw the light only by 
use of candles and oil lamps resur- 
rected from attics and antique shops. 





Providence, Feb. 2. 
The first benefit show for flood 
sufferers was put on at the Strand 
Saturday night, all proceeds to Red 
Cross. Employees donated services. 
and Paramount contributed prints of 


‘Virginian’ and ‘If I Had a Million | 


for the occasion. 

Response was gratifying, although 
midnight show was staged on short 
notice, 





Spokane’s 20G Quota 
Spokane, Feb. 2. 
Local theatres helped Red Cross 
fund drive for flood sufferers. H. D. 








McBride gave 25% of gross receipts 
at Granada for five days. Evergreen 
will donate theatre and film for spe- 
cial late show, all proceeds to go to 
fund. Local quota is $20,000. 





Detroit’s $75,000 
Detroit, Feb. 2. 
With the local Variety Club in 
charge, flood relief collections were 
made in 200 of Detroit’s theatres 
over the weekend. Estimated collec- 
tions will total around $75,000. After 
showing flood films in each of the 
houses, lights were put up and do- 
nation envelopes passed out by 
ushers to all patrons, Envelopes 
carried an_ identification number, 
and boxes were placed in lobbies 
for depositing of donations. 
Houses participating 
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Michigan Allied theatres, United De- 


troit chain, and ‘the Fox theatre. 
Numerous benefit vaudetilm shows 
were also staged by independent 
houses throughout this section. 





Des Moines, Feb. 2. 

Pioneer Theatre Corp., is the first 
to start flood shows in this district. 
The Iowa at Jefferson held a mid- 
night show on Jan. 27 and the Earl 
at Carroll had one Feb. 1. Tentative 
arrangements are also being made 
for midnight shows in three other 
Pioneer houses in Iowa towns. 

Films, electricity, etc., were con- 
tributed, and even the churches in 
the towns furnished home-baked 
cakes to be auctioned off at 





Wheeling Paralyzed 
Wheeling, W. Va., Feb. 2. 


paralyzed the show 


were directly in the flood. 





the | 
shows, all proceeds to the Red Cross. | 


|did a 
| schedule of short subjects, one hour | 
The Ohio River flood practically | 
business in| 
Wheeling, although only three the- 
atres, the Liberty, Colonial and Rex, 
Water 
| covered the pits of the Liberty and | 
included | Colonial, from which the seats had 


been removed, to a depth of 24 feet, 
and inundated the lower part of the 
pit of the Rex, which had closed 
hours before the flood had reached 
it. 

However, with more than a third 
of the city under water and resi- 
dents of another third marooned, 
business at the Capitol, Virginia and 
Court theatres during the two floods, 
one almost immediately following 


the other, and reaching a higher 
stage, hardly justified remaining 
open. 





Linceln Rallies 
Lincoln, Feb. 2. 
Amusement biz is rallying to help 
flood area. Milton Overman, 
manager of the Westland Theatres, 
Saturday morning 4-show 


each show. Lincoln Theatres Corp. 
gave ‘Lloyds of London’ on a mid- 
night preview and proceeds went to 
the fund. R. H. Pauley, manager of 
the Turnpike Casino, is throwing a 


dance at his spot tonight. Small town | 





city | 


aS ne 


are joining ihe drive. Floods are 
well known out here and southern 
Nebraska is just pulling out of one 
a year ago, hence is unusually cog- 
nizant of the need. 





Rensselaer, N. Y. 
Mayor Wright lifted Rensselaer’s 
ban on Sunday shows to permit the 
American Legion to sponsor the 
Bright Spot theatre’s - flood-relief 
benefit show. 





25e Autographs 
Spokane, Feb. 2. 
Rose Bampton, Met Opera star, 
sold autographs at 25c each after her 
concert here on Friday (29) for the 


| Red Cross flood fund. She raised $100 


that way. 





Coast’s 25% of the Gross 
Holl. wood, Feb. 2. 
All indie theatre owners of south- 
ern California will donate 25% of 
their gross receipts Feb. 11 to the 
flood relief campaign of the Red 
| Cross. 


Local radio stations aiding in call- 


theatre owners all over this territory | ing matter to attention of exhibs. 
‘ 





— 


Claudette Colbert says: 
“My throat is safest with 





An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women-— lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, 87% stated they personally 








prefer a light smoke. 





Miss Colbert verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the radio, 
stage, screen, and opera. Their voices are their 
fortunes. That’s why so many of them smoke 
Luckies. You, too, can have the throat protection 
of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain harsh 
irritants removed by the exclusive process “It’s 
Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat! 


A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 





a light smoke” 


*‘An actress’ throat is naturally 
very important to her. After experi- 
menting, I’m convinced my throat is 
safest with a light smoke and that’s 
why you'll find Luckies always on 
hand both in my home and in my 
dressing room. I like the flavor of 
other cigarettes also, but frankly, 
Luckies appeal most to my taste.” 


oQ anol 


STAR OF PARAMOUNT’S FORTHCOMING 
“MAID OF SALEM” 
DIRECTED BY FRANK LLOYD 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 
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Variety’ Correspondent in L ville, 


In Between Doing 


Flood Relief Duty, 


Describes Horror; Theatres’ Aid 





By George Wiederhold 


Louisville Feb. 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I am giving you the story of the 
conditions here....I have been 
working without sleep on relief duty, 
in the water and out, and have also 
gone into the flood district several 
times. Yesterday it took me all day 
to get from my home and point 
where I have been working in the 
Highlands, into the downtown dis- 
trict. Had to walk and wade through 
water 10 miles, going and coming. 
The only method of getting into 
town is over a pontoon bridge, about 
one mile long. Will make a com- 
plete check of the damage as soon 


as the water recedes. Impossible to 
reach some of the theatres now, only 
in boats, and those are only used 
for relief work. The whole thing 
here is a tremendous mess, and I 
never realized that things could be 
so terrible. Thousands are evacuat- 
ing the city, and no telling how many 
dead. Take it from me, it is as bad 
and worse than anything the papers 
may have printed. We have been 
without lights until yesterday (28). 
Army men and policemen are here 
from many outside cities. The sec- 
tion where I live looks like wartime. 
Latrines in the streets and army 
armored cars running up and down 
the streets. Myself and family are 
okay, and we are all doing relief 
work until the thing clears up some- 
what. There is plenty of food here. 


Wiederhold. 





Louisville, Feb. 2. 
A further check on the Ohio river 
flood situation Sunday (31) as it af- 
fects theatres and show business, dis- 
closes that the damage is greater 
than was first supposed. Water is 





about three feet deep in the section 
on Fourth avenue between Broad- 
way and Chestnut streets. In this 
area are located the Kentucky, a 900- 
seat subsequent house owned by 
Switow Bros., who control a string 
of 15 houses in Kentucky and south- 
ern Indiana. The owners anticipated 
the rise of the water to some ex- 
tent, and had all seats removed to 
upper floors. The damage will only 
affect the basement and ‘heating 
equipment. 

Water has come up into the Rialto, 
Loew’s State, and the Mary Ander- 
son, in all instances about half the 
rows are flooded, and no seats have 
been removed. However, rugs and 
some other furnishings were taken 
to the upper floors as a precaution- 
ary measure. All employees of 
Loew’s State were called for duty 
Sunday (31) in a radio message 
broadcast Saturday. 

There is no water in the house at 
the Strand, although it has come into 
the orchestra pit. With the stage of 
the river falling steadily, there is lit- 
tle possibility of the water overflow- 


SOME COLLECT 
ON FLOOD 
INSURANCE 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Floods through the Ohio valley 
have revealed thai a few far-seeing 
theatre owners took the precaution 
some time ago to obtain ‘receipts in- 
surance,’ the policy insuring them 
against any situation which prevents 








~ them from giving a show. This pol- 


icy pays ‘em if for any reason the 
house is unable to operate, and pays 
the average receipts of the house for 
that period. This takes in flood, fail- 
ure of prints to arrive, power fail- 
ure, strikes, etc. It does not include 
fire, since most houses already carry 
fire insurance. 

In the instances noted, the theatre 
owners seemed to feel that the pre- 
n.iums.were not too steep for the 
protection allowed. One _ theatre, 
which grossed around $1,000 a week, 
has a premium of $74 annually. 


ing on to the floor of the house 
proper. 

At the Ohio, Manager Tom Much- 
more is situated a little more fortu- 
nately than some of the other 
houses. In this particular area of the 
downtown district the land lies 
higher and there is no water in the 
street. However, the basement is 
well flooded, and will have to be 
pumped out as soon as this can be 
done. The National and Drury Lane, 
both dark, are in dry territory, and 
but for water in the basements, have 
sustained little damage. 

The National was scheduled to 
open with the Marcus Show Feb. 5, 
and had ads running in the two 
local dailies when the full force of 
the flood was at its worst. 





Some 35,000 flood refugees are be- 
ing evacuated daily from Louisville, 
most of them escaping from the city 
over a hastily constructed bridge 
which is their only means of leaving 
the flood area. They’re departing 
the downtown hotel and theatre dis- 
trict, into the Highlands and 
Crescent Hill, the two remaining 
high sections of Louisville. 
Your correspondent has been in 
telephone communication with man- 
agers of all downtown theatres, and 
has just made a tour of the down- 
town area, checking on the flood sit- 
uation as it affects Louisville houses. 
When the seriousness of the rise 
in the Ohio first became apparent a 
week ago Thursday (21), all houses 
in the downtown district felt rea- 
sonably safe, and were confident 
that the waters would rise only in 
the low sections of the city, and that 
but for a little seepage in the base- 
ments, little damage would be done. 
However, with the tremendous 
pressure on the power and water 
plants, located on the river’s edge, 
it became a matter of necessity for 
the Director of Safety to order the 
shutting down of the power plant, 
and the rationing of water. This 
left the city without lights, and so 
every theatre was immediately closed. 

Shortly after, flood refugees were 
being evacuated from the flood area. 
When it was found necessary to find 
places in the downtown district, in 
which they could be housed tem- 
porarily, until they could be moved 
farther out into the higher sections, 
or moved out of the city to surround- 
ing towns, where they could be 
cared for, the National, Drury Lane, 
Kentucky, and Ohio were thrown 
open, for the refugees. Although no 
provision was made in the way of 
cots, food, etc., they did spend the 
night resting as best they could in 
the seats, and the following morning 
they were taken out and cleared 
through various relief depots. Tom 
Muchmore, manager of the Ohio, 
scoured around for some volunteer 
talent, and entertained the refugees 
while they were his involuntary 
guests. 

Forced Out of Treatres 


This situation went on for about 
two nights, after which the water 
began to come into the downtown 
district, backing up from the sewers. 
This made the theatres undesirable 
for the relief of refugees, as water 
was coming into basements. 

As the water gradually rose in 
various sections of the downtown 
district, your correspondent made a 
check of the theatres and learned 
that the Kentucky (Switow Bros. 
house) on Fourth Avenue, Louis- 
ville’s principal business and theatre 
street, had a basement filled with 
water, covering the floor. The 
Brown, located in the Brown hotel, 
with entrance on Broadway, was un- 
der about four feet of water, and 
had suffered a collapse of the stage. 
The tremendous pressure of the 
water from beneath the stage had 
cause the concrete and steel to 
buckle, and completely wreck that 
portion of the house. 

The Ohio, located on Fourth be- 
tween Walnut and Liberty, has no 
water in the house, although there 
is considerable water in the base- 
ment. I tried to get there to make 
an inspection, but was barred by 
soldiers, who had roped that section 
ofi to pedestrians because of the 
threatened crumbling of a large de- 
p rtment store. Fourth Street, how- 
ever, was free from water at that 
point. There is also no surface water 
around the Drury Lane, National, 





Loew's State and Rialto, although 
they all have flooded basements. 
8-160 Feet of Water 
All neighborhood houses in the 
West End section of Louisville are 
flooded, some under as much as eight 
and ten feet of water. The East 
Broadway, located near Beargrass 
Creek, which overflowed that sec- 
tion, is under about 10 feet of water. 
The Uptown, in the Highlands, and 
the Crescent, located in Crescent 
Hill, are open and being used for the 
temporary care of refugees. 





IN 23 TOWNS 
AFFECTED 


St. Louis, Feb. 2. 
Activities of 32 theatres in 28 
towns in southern Mlinois, Kentucky 
and southeastern Missouri have been 
curtailed by flood conditions of Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers and when 
they will resume is problematical. 
Theatres served from here and 
Memphis are located in Cairo, Rosi- 





clare, Shawneetown, Cave-in-Rock, 
Galconda, Il., Paducah, Bardwell, 
Wickliffe, Morganfield, Dixon and 


Marion, Ky., Senath, Kennett, Hor- 
nersville and East Prairie, Mo. 
Immediate needs of refugees has 
resulted in ban on shipments of 
anything but medicines, clothing, 
food, etc., and film deliveries will be 
curtailed until victims of flood have 
been rehabilitated. 

Fred Wehrenberg, pres. MPTO of 
eastern Missouri and southern IIl- 
inois, has appointed a committee to 
raise minimum of $5,000 for flood 
sufferers. Committee composed of 
Louis Ansell, Dave Nelson, Clarence 
Kaiman, C. D. Hill, Ralph McGowan 
will meet with Harry C. Arthur, Jr., 
of Fanchon & Marco interests here, 
to work out benefit performance to 
be given in 5,000-seater Fox. Ten- 
tative plan calls for general admis- 
sion charge of $1 per person and a 
gigantic stage show talent from St. 
Louis and Ambassador Theatres and 
niteries will supplement a film fea- 
ture. 

Fox Midwest Theatres in 96 cities 
in Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas 
and Nebraska plan similar benefit 
shows, 


32 THEATRES: 
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Home-Offices See Flood Losses 
Great in Lack of B. 0.; Physical 
Damage Relatively Lighter 





No. 1 Flood Yarn 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
First original yarn based on 
the midwestern flood disaster 
has been registered with the 
Screen Writers Guild. 
It’s ‘Water Over the Dam,’ 
by Arthur W. Levy. 


RELIEF SHOWS HURTING 
CLEVE. B. 0.’S, STORES 


Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

While not hit by Ohio’s floods, 
closest one of which is only 200 miles 
away, theatres and stores are being 
directly affected. Localities, worried 
over relatives in hard-hit sections, 
aren't shopping and avalanche of re- 
lief-benefit shows is drawing atten- 
tion away from downtown. 

Nearly all nabes running bank 
nites, legal here, are taking up to 
50% of banko funds with okay of 
patrons to turn over to flood author- 
ities. Martin Printz of Alhambra 
contributed highest amount, $300, out 
of pot to Red Cross. Associated 
Theatres chain pulled $750 out of 
bankos in 16 houses for same. 
Hymen Kapkin’s Southern § and 
Meyer Kaplin’s Crown also gave 
flood charity performances with half 
the proceeds for Ohio victims. 

Sidney Andorn, WGAR commenta- 
tor, started another ball rolling with 
radio campaign for contributions that 
has almost reached $10,000, and 
other stations are following suit. 

Downtown theatres here are doing 
their bit toward Ohio flood relief by 
a midnight charity show Saturday 
(6) at RKO Palace. 

Benny Fields and Buck and Bub- 
bles who open at RKO house Friday 
will be among topliners, with for- 
mer as m.c. Tamara Geva, Ray Bol- 
ger and Luella Gear from Hanna’s 
current ‘On Your Toes’ contributing 
their services and radio stations are 
doing same. Metro branch exchange 
will donate pix. All proceeds at $1 
per head to Ohio Red Cross. 

















Pitt's Mike Spielers Broadcast 
Erroneously on Theatre Closings 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 
Golden Triangle breathed easy 
again over weekend when river at 
Point dropped to five feet below 


flood level and weather bureau re- 
ported that danger was definitely 
passed. Water had just begun to lap 
the edges of the business section 
when break arrived and fears, which 
had been mounting for more than a 
week, were allayed. ; 

Theatres in downtown section suf- 
fered only minor damages during 
high water siege and only money 
loss was in fading grosses and pay 
for extra crews, working in three 
eight-hour shifts daily to empty fill- 
ing basements. 

Two of the first-run sites went 
dark, but only for a day. Stanley 
refused to’ take any chances last 
Tuesday (26) and closed in order to 
rip up chairs and rugs on first floor, 
but put them back again 24 hours 
later when water started to recede. 
Same day water poured into Fulton’s 
cellar, damaging electrical equip- 
ment to such an extent that house 
had to close its decors until early the 
following evening. , 

The others kept open, but stood 
ready to shut down on a moment’s 
notice. For couple of days Loew’s 
Penn was on the verge, with base- 
ment filled and laden sewers push- 
ing into backstage, but kept going, 
as did Alvin. Barry was fortified 
with hundreds of sand bags, but 
water’s recession came just in time, 
since water was within an inch of 
coming up into first floor. This 
house was one of the several that 
got it worst in the 1936 disaster. 


Normal Again 


In surrounding towns conditions 
were practically normal once more 
yesterday (1). In MeKees Rocks, 





right next to Pittsburgh on the river, 





Shea’s Orpheum resumed after a 
week’s shutdown. House was in the 
flooded lowlands, but got away with 
little loss, while in both Wheeling 
and Parkersburg, W. Va., the boys 
were digging in and expected to get 
going again within a couple of days. 
Both WB houses in latter city were 
closed. 

Everything considered, show inter- 
ests are counting themselves pretty 
lucky at getting away so easily this 
year. Last spring damages to the- 
atres alone ran pretty close to 
$1,000,000, and everybody was set for 
a recurrence last week. End came 
in nick of time, however. 

Scare cut in deeply on business, 
with night clubs also joining in the 
general wailing, but there’s no com- 
plaints, general feeling being that of 
thanks because it wasn’t any worse. 
While radio distinguished itself in 
the Louisville catastrophe, the broad- 
casting boys stuck their heads out 
here and dished out a lot of misin- 
formation that proved pretty costly. 
Every other day during week's 
fright the loudspeaker personality 
boys had another theatre closing, 
all of which added to the general 
confusion. 

Got so that theatres had to deny 
in their advertisements false radio 
reports, 


Meins Marshals ‘Parade’ 








Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Gus Meins is directing Republic’s 
top budget picture to date, ‘The Hit 
Parade.’ Frances Langford and Phil 
Regan have top spots. 
Sammy Stept and Ned Washington 
wrote the songs. Harry Grey, studio 


music director, returned this week 
from New York, where he completed 
preproduction shooting. 
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The Ohio and Mississippi fiood 
which is causing theatres and dis- 
tributors tremendous losses through 
inability to operate, this loss being 
greater than physical damages, stil} 
has all theatres closed in Louisville, 
Cincinnati, Evansville and some 
minor points. As waters have 
started to recede in these points and 
rehabilitation plans are being laid, 
theatres farther south in Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Louisiana 


are 
menaced, but so far none of the 
major chains, according to home 


office checkups, are affected below 
Evansville, Ind. 


A total of seven RKO theatres in 
Cincinnati, three Loew houses in 
Louisville and Evansville, three 
Warner houses in Kentucky, three in 
Portsmouth, O. and two in Parkers- 
burg, W. Va., plus scattered inde- 
pendents are still closed, but some 
of these will probably reopen by 
the end of this week. Para- 
mount, which has returned to op- 
eration in the towns where this 
chain was affected, are feeling some 
fears for theatres in the M. A. Light- 
man (Malco) and Saenger circuits 
in Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisi- 
ana. There was some apprehension 
concerning Memphis, where dis- 
tributors also have exchanges, but 
dangers there are now not keenly 
felt. 

Reopen Cincy This Week 


RKO hopes to be able to reopen 
all of its seven theatres in Cincinnati 
by the end of the week. Much de- 
pends on the ability to get sufficient 
power and on the attitude of the 
health authorities, who, it is felt, 
may prevent early reopenings of all 
places of assembly due to danger of 
the spread of disease. Exchanges in 
Cincinnati are crippled, but with dis- 
tributors shipping prints to Cleve- 
land and other points, including as 
far south as Atlanta, all accounts are 
being properly served. New Orleans 
is alsc an exchange point, but be- 
lieved that city is pretty safe against 
a tough flood. 

None of the RKO theatres in Cincy 
were flooded, lack of power and the 
general situation forcing closure, 
Houses in~ Louisville, Evansville, 
Marietta, O., Portsmouth, O., and 
various points in Kentucky will suf- 
fer heavy damages from flood 
waters, but in Pittsburgh, a dan- 
gerous spot, the damage to Warner 
Bros., Loew’s and other operators 
is comparatively slight. While some 
water seeped into theatres, the losses 
are mostly in minimized attendance, 
the hiring of crews for protection 
and the moving of rugs, etc. 

Paramount is more fortunate than 
other major chains. The five houses 
which it was forced to close in 
Wheeling, W. Va., and Middletown, 
O., are all back in operation, the 
Rex, Wheeling, being damaged the 
most. No one can estimate damages 
until later on when construction de- 
partments conduct a complete check. 
In Middletown Par was forced to 
shutter its four houses there for lack 
of power, but by rigging up special 
equipment for juice it was enabled 
to reopen one (the Paramount) after 
only three days of darkness. A sec- 
ond Middletown house reopened Sat- 
urday (30) and the other two Sun- 
day (31). 


Altoona’s Sunday-Law 
Nix on Flood Benefit 


Altoona, Pa., Feb. 2. 

Fearing the establishment of ‘a 
dangerous precedent’ regarding Sun- 
day shows, city ministers refused to 
permit benefit showings of films at 
local houses Sunday (31). Charity 
for flood refugees, arranged by the 
Blair County chapter of the Red 
Cross, but nixed by district attorney 
on insistence of residents and min- 
isters. 

Local newspapers, Altoona Tribune 
and The Mirror, supported the the- 
atre managers and rebuked the ad- 
ministration and church for nixing 
the shows. Protestors said there were 
other legitimate means of raising 
coin without violating the law. May- 
or’s permission was overruled. 

Nearby Johnstown okayed Sunday 
benefits with Embassy, State and 
Cambria theatres, doing capacity biz 
night and evening. 
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Transcribed Series Made on WB Lot 


Due in Manhattan for Admen’s 0.0. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Martin Gosch, Warner home office 
radio contact out here, takes a film- 
recorded radio program audition 
east next week to show it to New 
York advertising agencies. A Man- 
hattan film theatre may be used for 
audition with entire broadcast trade 
invited. Don Becker who wrote and 
directed radic series will accompany 
Gosch. 

This is the first program effort re- 
sulting from the active coordination 
of Warner-financed Transamerican 
with the Warner film studio and 
using Warner film talent for tran- 
scription purposes. 

Frankness of the Warner monopoly 
enjoyed by Transamerican is the 
tipoff of the big studio yen to share 
the radio coin. Now that the exhib 
thing seems to have died down to a 
whisper it revives rumors of other 
film studios making radio deals. 
Metro is the object of such rumors 
again in connection with an auto- 
maker. 

If and when several exclusives for 
film studio tie-ups are consummated 
it will probably end several guest 
star transcontinentals that could not 
function if frozen out of the largest 
celluloid centers because of other 
advertisers signing exclusives. 


KOY, Phoenix Goes CBS, 
Brand-New Market; Now 
100 Stations on Web 


Columbia last week brought its 
station list back to an even 100 by 
entering into affiliation contracts 
with KOY, Phoenix, Ariz. and 
WKBB, Dubuque, Ia. Both outlets 








Lohr on Visio 





Radio trade is referred to 
Lenox Lohr’s statement on tele- 
vision made last week in San 
Francisco. Lohr believes tele- 
vision will be limited to cities 
above 100,000 population. 

Story appears on page 5 of 
the film section this week. 


CHURCH’S VISIO SCHOOL 


Court Shut KMBC Boss Out of 
Former Television Project 

















Kansas City, Feb. 2. 
Arthur Church of KMBC is bank- 
rolling the town’s second television 
school. Tag is ‘Television Institute 
of America.’ Church owns a size- 


able slice of stock in the other local 
school, First National Television, 
and has since its organization. A re- 
cent court effort failed to give him 
control of First National’s station, 
KXBY. 

G. L. Taylor and Norm G. 
Souther, formerly of First National. 
head the new school as prexy and 
vice-prexy. Technical staff is headed 
by C. L. Foster and Charles Curtis. 
At present staff is concerned with 
textbook preparations. Latter part 
of this month Taylor will take a 
circle through the east on an 
equipment buying spree. School, 
which will have an extension divi- 
sion as well as resident classes, ex- 
pects to be in operation about 
middle of May. 


UNION CHARGES WHK 








will become part of the basic sup- 
plementary list, KOY, Feb. 14 and 
WKBB, March 1. Rate in either case 
will be $125 for a night time hour. 
Affiliations open new market for 
CBS. KOY, which was acquired the 
latter part of last year by Burridge 
Butler, owner of WLS, Chicago, and 
Naylor Rogers. operates at 1,000 
watts on 1390 k.c. WKBB is on 1500 
k.c. and licensed to operate at 250 
watts days and 100 watts nights. 


AFFILIATED LAW SUITS 





FOLLOW THE BLOW-UP 





Chicago, Feb. 2. 

Post mortems are being held over 
the suspended Affiliated regional net 
in the form of law suits. First was 
to come today (2) with the Reuben 
H. Donnelley Corporation, publishers, 
as plaintiff. 

Also almost ready for court action 
is that of Roessler & Howard, pro- 
gram agents, who subleased ABC’s 
New York office, and found a three- 
day notice pinned to their door de- 
spite the fact that they had been 
paying rent to Affiliated ever since 
they moved in the office. 


RCA Show From KSL 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 2. 








RCA Magic Key will originate in | 


local Mormon tabernacle on June 13 
when regional 
Pacific Coast Advertising Clubs is 
held. 

John B. Kennedy will arrange 
show, in conjunction with KSL, over 
which CBS pumps into the inter- 
mountain region. 

Earl J. Glade, 


station general 


manager, and P. A. ad -_. conven- | Gorin, the old Gulf Refining setup | offered Miss Bourbon. ‘so 


tion official, already selecting per- 
formers for hour-show. 





Packard Renews Astaire 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Another 13 weeks goes to the 
Packard program. All members of 
cast included. 

Fred Astaire and Charles 
worth tops with Johnny Green or- 
chestra. 


convention of the! 


Butter- | 


} 





| Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

| Auto workers’ union, which 
| bought a WHK series of 10-minute 
| spots to talk about the local Gen- 


‘eral Motors strike, is threatening to 
| sue the station for allegedly voiding 
its contract. Several broadcasts had 


been made by officials of Local 45 
of the Automobile Workers’ Union, 
interrupted by only two cases of 
studio censorship. Following last 
one, Louis F. Spisak, its prez, said 
he received a letter from C. A. Mc- 
Laughlin, WHK’s sales manager, 
canceling the contract which was in 
the form of a ‘memo agreement.’ 

‘We endeavor to serve the public 
|interest of our community at all 
| times,’ McLaughlin’s letter read, ‘and 
iwe feel we have discharged this 
| duty by broadcasting this series. We 
| believe that the situation from your 
| standpoint has been adequately 
| covered.’ 

Spisak in public statement charged 
that ‘this act of WHK is not only a 
breach of contract with the union 
but a cynical violation of public 
rights and liberties, and for the 
breach of contract we will have 
legal recourse.’ Protest is being 
taken before radio commission by 
Senator Robert J, Bulkley. 


J. H. McKee Resigns 


J. H. McKee last week handed in 
his resignation as radio director for 
Cecil, Warwick & Cecil. He’s been 
with the agency four years. 

Among the programs he has been 
responsible for are the Vick Chemical 
series which used such names as 
Grace Moore, Nelson Eddy and Igor 














| 


which had the late Will Rogers, G. 
| Washington Coffee’s ‘Uncle Jim’s 
Question Bee’ and Sherwin Williams’ 

‘Metropolitan Opera Auditions of the 


{ > 
Air. 
} 





Kenneth McLeod, formerly at 
WBRY, Waterbury, and WELI, New 
| Haven, now development engineer at 
WDRC, Hartford. Fred King of 
WATR, Waterbury, succeeds McLeod 
at WELL 


a 


RENEGED ON SALE 


CALLED BLAH 


Admen in Hollywood Think 
Their Eastern Brethren 
Are All Wrong About the 
Situation 


HARD WORKERS 





Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

"Taint so. 

That’s the reply of advertising 
agency radio producers, now ‘on 
location’ here, w cispel the impres- 
sion among their brethren in the 
East that they’ve gone social. In fact 
they’re pretty emphatic in denials. 

Agency lads point up concrete ex- 
amples of their grind. More than a 
handful of them insist they haven't 
the slightest idea what the Santa 
Anita track lcoks like. Although they 
admit they make an occasional bet 
on the oat eateass—but 20-miles away. 
Those colored tile swimming pools 
where cocktails are sipped they’ve 
heard about but none will admit 
having dipped a tootsie in one. 
There’s just not enough hours to go 
around, they say. And with a 
straight face. 

Take Sam Moore of the William 
Esty office at Hollywood and Vine, 
dead center of all the activity. His 
recreation is tennis. ‘So ’elp me,’ 
moans Sam. ‘I haven’t been on a 
court in weeks. Just can’t find time.’ 

Sam’s aid, Bob Kedd, who holds 
rein on the Camel show, points to a 
bag of golf sticks in the corner. 
‘Last time I played was a week be- 
fore Christmas.’ 


Stan Holt’s Rest Cure 


Esty boys will tell you that after 
a few weeks out here to set the 
Camel show, Stan Holt beat it for the 
Michigan woods to, as he puts it, 
‘get some rest.’ 

Put in Redd, ‘* was trying to figure 
out, after that story broke inVariety, 
how many hours we really put-in 
each week. Of course it varies but 
even the lowest week would make 
that 40-hour week seem like a kin- 
dergarten session.’ 

Tom Harrington of Young & 
Rubicam resents the implication that 
they’ve gone social. 

‘If I could do all the things they 
accuse us of and still turn out that 
Jack Benny show each week with 
the hours that are left I would rate 
a miracle man, no less.’ 

Carnation Not Fresh 

But Tom wasn’t through. ‘Lookit 
at Joe Stauffer. When he landed here 
from the East he was a fashion plate 
with a fresh cut flower in his lapel 
every morning. That carnation he’s 
wearing now is at least four days 
old. And he could use a shave right 
now. Oh, they don’t have to take 
our word for it. Just let ’em buzz 
Bill Stuhler or Don Stauffer.’ 

Practice with the agencies has 
been to send the young bucks West 
to get some experience in building 
radio shows. It was with great zest 
that they pitched in. And if there 
has been any letup in the steady and 
unbroken application of their talent 


and time, it has not dawned on 
Everard Meade, newest of the 
rookies 


Far Into the Night 
‘Some fun, eh,” grinned Meade. 
‘Raise your sights toward our office 
about midnight any night and you'll 
see the mazdas burning. And we 





won't be playing pinochle, either.’ 
{| Dianna Bourbon, who produces the 








; 








| Burns and Allen show for F. Wallis | 
| Armstrong, doesn’t subscribe to the 


eastern theory of the gay times in 


| Hollywood. ‘Work is fun with me,’ | 


maybe 
| that’s what they mean.’ 
| Other Armstrong producer, Bill 
| Bacher laughed it off. He even had 
| time to get a haircut. (He never did.) 
‘See you later,’ chirped Myron 
Kirk of Ruthrauff & Ryan. ‘I'm off 
for Al Jolson’s swimming pool at 
Encino.’ But under his arm he car- 
ried a script. It developed that most 
of the rehearsals for the Rinso-Life- 
buoy show are held at Jolson’s home 
rarfd that Cecil Underwood, 





producer, 


didn’t have any need for social 


CORT LIFE HINTS Imy Award of $2,000 for Idea 


Submitted on Spec Involves 
Reflected Prestige Consideration 





Pleasantly Surprised 


Kansas City, Feb. 2. 

Josef Pasternack, here for 
Nelson Eddy’s ‘ Vick’s Open 
House’ airshow, which is being 
broadcast over KMBC as Eddy 
is in for p.a., wanted an ar- 
rangement made of a tune to 
be used on show. Station of- 
fered the assistance of its mu- 
sical director, P. Hans Flath. 

Pasternack explained just 
how he wanted the opus scored. 
Flath suggested tha as Paster- 
nack explained it the thing was 
okay, but the fiddles were all 
playing same notes, and 
wouldn't it be better if arranged 
to include some harmony. 

Pasternack replied: ‘Sure it 
would, but I didn’t know I 
could get any in Kansas City.’ 














DON DAVIS ON SKATES 


That Kansas City Guy Keeps Hatch- | 
ing By-Products 











Kansas City, Feb. 2. 

Don Davis, statior WHB prexy, | 
still nurses a yen to be a producer. | 
Yen has been incubated several 
times before. Latest hatch is an ice 
carnival which will be held at the 
Pl:-mor rink Thursday and Friday 
of this week. Ostensibly the venture 
is under the guidance of the Kansas 
City Skating Club. Talent is re- 
cruite¢ from the amateur champion | 
clecs and will hit the rink as a mu- 
sical production on painted ice. 
Davis is getting a $2.20 top. 
He staged a similar carnival last | 
winter and last spring his pet of pets | 
blossomed forth in the form of a 
travel show. He had his nails down | 
to the cuticle befor that was over. 
At present Davis is considering an- 
other go at the travel show to be} 
held early this spring. 


BRITISH MUSIC SCALE 
FOR BROADCASTING 


London, Feb. 2. 

After four months .of negotiation, | 
British bandleaders have accepted | 
what the British Broadcasting Co. | 
had termed its final offer. New scale | 
affords a moderate increase. 

Contract calls for $12 a player for | 
broadcasts of from 25 to 35 minutes, | 
$12.50 for 40 to 50 minutes and $15 | 
for 50 to 65 minutes. 














had been there since 9 a.m. Nate 
Tufts, the other R. & R. ringmaster, | 
uses the Taft building quarters to 
dress up the Joe Penner opus. At his 
elbow can generally be found a lunch 
tray with the leavin’s. 
Ed Gardner came out for the Rip- | 
ley broadcast and didn’t loiter long | 
after the scene shifted back East. 
Lou Dean on the Irv Cobb show | 
went for a home in Newhall and the 
missus, not the complaining kind, | 
either, talks about being a _ radio! 
widow. Lou can generally be found | 
at NBC, which isn’t exactly what) 
one would call a haunt of the play- | 
boys. 
What Did You Say, Mister? 
Ken Fickett barged in for Barton, | 
Batten, Durstine & Osborne to handle 
a Stokowski broadcast and beat a 
hasty retreat back East when it was 
over. But not before he let go with | 
‘and they say you come to Holly-| 
wood for a rest.’ | 
Bill Lewis, Columbia’s program | 
lirector, during several weeks--so- 
journ here rarely left his Bevhills 
domicile. Pin him down to it and 
he'll admit he spent most of his 
time in a lounging robe, up to his 
scripts and auditions. Dana 
Noyes of N. W. Ayer and Jack Hasty. 
doing the National Biscuit 


| 


ears in 


opus, | 
sCC- | 
retaries, either, they'll tell you. 


Playboys? bah! 


| of a plan.’ 





Jury verdict of $2,000 was awarded 
in N. Y. Fed’l Court last Thursday 
(28) to Dorothy Stone (not the 
actress) after an action in which she 
charged the McCann-érickson agency 
with accepting a number of ideas 
from her for the Ford Motor Co. ona 
speculative basis, but without paying 
her for preparation and submission 
of the plans. Ford Motor, originally 
a defendant with the agency, was 
dropped from the litigation by mu- 
tual consent of counsel. 

Case is regarded as setting some- 
thing of a precedent in that the plain- 
tiff argued that the agency was en- 
hanced in the eyes of the client by 
the mere fact that they brought up 
the ideas presented by her. ‘Follow- 
ing submission of the idea,” said the 
complaint, ‘the agency broached the 
subject to Pord executives, and find- 
ing them interested, requested the 
plaintiff to prepare a detailed plan in 
cooperation with persons on their 
staff familiar with Ford truck prob- 
lems.’ 

Plaintiff ‘admitted that these 
(plans) were submitted on a specu- 
lative basis’ but that there was ‘an 
understanding that she was tc be 
paid for preparation and submission 
Judge Murray Hulbert 
charged the jury that whenever serv- 
ices are rendered at the special in- 
stance and request of another. there 
is an implied obligation to pay for 
such services, unless rebutted by 
proof of a special agreement. 

Idea Miss Stone had given the 


| agency was a tie-up between Ford 


motor trucks and the Industrial Sales 
Committee Caravan. Latter is a Fed- 
eral Housing Administration-spon- 
sored piece of promotion. 

Idea Suits Tough 


Suits of this nature are admittedly 
rare, ‘idea’ people generally figuring 
on payment only when their ideas 


|are actually accepted. Plaintiff in 


this instance banked on three con- 
tentions: (1) that her ideas, whether 
accepted or not, were an asset to 
the agency as goodwill builder with 
the client; (2) that she had been 
promised payment for the expense in 
drawing up and submitting her plans: 
and (3) that a value can be placed 
by court on the alleged sums due for 
this work. McCann-Erickson, it de- 
fense, contended that there had been 
no agreement to pay whatsoever. 
Plaintiff was represented by Max 
Chopnick. Defendant's side — wags 


| taken by W. W. Nottingham of Hays, 


Nottingham & Combs. 
Supreme Court is the tribunal in 
such instances, but this one was 
shifted into Federal jurisdiction be- 
cause of the diversified citizenship 
of the litigants. 


Usually a 





P.&G. HIRES FIDL 
TO SPILL FILM DOPE 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Jimmie Fidler terminates his Luden 
contract after 20 weeks March 2 and 
the following Tuesday goes to 
Procter & Gamble, which will use 
the gossiper on the Drene shampoo 
broadcast. Fidler’s deal calls for 
$2,250 for the first 26 weeks and hits 





peaks at $2,750 on the final stretch. 


Fidler also had a 


deal on 
Canada Dry but 


prior right 


with 
was 


| exercised by the soap makers. Chat- 


terer keeps his same spot on National 
Broadcasting red web without a 
| missout. 

In compliance with sponsor's re« 
quest no change will be made in the 


Fidler routine. 


Joe Laurie Joins Cantor 


Joe Laurie, Jr., is going to Holly. 
wood today (Wednesday) to author 
comedy materigl for Eddie Cantor’s 
Texaco ho \ 

Veteran comedian-author may also 


iting for pictures while out 
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RADIO REVIEWS 








GARY COOPER*-JEAN ARTHUR 
with Lionel Stander 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ 
60 Mins. 
LUX 
Monday, 9 p. m. EST 
WABC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Repeated reviews of the Lux ~-o- 
gram appeared in Variety during 
1936. Some of these merely re- 
ported the simple facts of perform- 
ance. Others found individual ex- 
amples of the Lux formula resilient 
and irresistible springboards from 
which to dive into informal essays 
on that garrulous theme—showman- 
ship. This, the first of the 1937 pro- 
grams to be reviewed, affords one of 
the intermittent opportunities for 
extended remarks. 

Gary Cooper and Jean Arthur in 





‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ must cer- 
tainly rank as a zingy booking for 
Lux. First because the stars are | 
hot and popular. Second because | 
‘Deeds’ as a film was a Saga in the 
idiom of these states that whammed 
home a smash hit everywhere. Third, 
because of a certain topical endorse- 
ment as a film critical group’s ‘best’ 
picture of 1936. On any radio pro- 
gram log the combination of play 
and players was certain to draw 
dialers. 

But does the responsibility of the 
agency-sponsor collaboration rest 
there and how safe is it to rely upon 
a good title and a good brace of 
names? What would the finding be 
if C. A. B. asked also: 

Did you listen to the full pro- 
gram? 

Did it meet your expectations? 

Was it, in your opinion, a good 
show in performance as it was on 
paper? 

For ‘Mr. Deeds’ in the unfolding 
was not top-flight radio production. 
It was neither artfully excerpted nor 
adroitly directed. Transitions of 
mood were frequently abrupt. Lines 
that should have had value got the 
throw-away treatment. Throw-away 
delivery is okay for Broadway so- 
phisticates but radio usually knows 
better because it has less time and 
fewer narrative devices. It cannot 
neglect or pooh-pooh emphasis. 
Light and shade is everything. There 
was singularly little change of pace 
in the Lux doing of ‘Mr. Deeds.’ He 
didn’t, in the obvious pun, ever 
really get to town. 

This is not a question of an adap- 
tation from one medium failing to 
please in another because of a fixed 
prejudice, like Gilbert and Sullivan 
nuts who won’t tolerate putting in 
or taking out a grace note. Its just 
an everyday failure to make the 
most of material, of situations, of 
openings. And on top of that a none 
too conscientious knitting together 
at rehearsals. Where were the 
laughs? The sharp bite of pathos? 
The film had both—built in lovingly 
and carefully, step by step. The 
radio version wouldn’t be expected 
to equal the screen with its re- 
sources of time and budget, setting, 
visualization and direction, but still 
the story was supposed to be com- 
edy. Yet there were few snappers, 
few punch-lines, few laugh moments 
in the action. 

It seemed (a guess) that the suc- 
cess of the film haunted the radio 
production. Sufficient allowance 
wasn’t made for the difference. It 
was played and it was directed too 
much like the picture. And radio 
can’t ignore its own characteristics 
that way. 

A fault of script shows of any 
length on the radio is often the sus- 

cted neglect of weighing in every 





ine. Too much waste. Too many 
minutes ticking off without self- 
justification. Words without results. 
Line-reading without characteriza- 
tion. Story without illusion. 

The answer to all this may be 
that Lux does very well, thank you, 
on a policy of big stars and w. k. 
titles, and that within the realities of 
rehearsal allowances, etc., a passable 
performance is an acceptable result, 
while polished perfection is neither 
necessary nor expected. Neverthe- 
less ‘Mr. Deeds’ was below what is 
customarily expected from Lux. 

Land. 


ROCKY CLARK 
‘The County Courier’ 
Commentator 

5 Mins. 


PIERCE INSURANCE AGENCY 
Daily 6:30 p.m. 
WICC, Bridgeport 


Difficult to make much of a dent 
in five minutes, but the Pierce Insur- 
ance Agency has ballyhooed this 
five-a-week offering so shrewdly that 
program ought to be effective. 

Rocky Clark. radio ed. of the 
Bridgeport Post, who had _ been 
WICC-sustaining a weekly ‘Names 
in the News’ show until the commer- 
cial came along, smartly fits into 
his limited vehicle a comprehensive 
survey of the day’s goings-on in 
Fairfield county, populous Connecti- 
cut sector of which Bridgeport is the 
seat. Choice of material shows the 
local interest slant always impor- 
tant in communities of this type and 
is a sensible follow-up to WICC’s 

more generalized news coverage 
some minutes before. 

Sponsor, via announcer Joe Lopez, 
offers child health chart to listeners. 
which is a check on reception as well 
as a lead source. Elem. 


a 


SHOW BOAT 
With Lanny Ross, Molasses ‘n’ Janu- 
ary, Mary Small and Juvenile 
Revue, Modern Choir, Al Good- 
man’s Orchestra 
Variety 
60 Mins. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
Thursday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 
Maxwell House Show Boat, feeling 
the pinch of the opposition Major 
Bowes amateur program on CBS, is 
going in for novelty to circumvent 
further inroads into its listening 
audience. First break along these 
lines was the booking of Mary 


|Small’s Juvenile Revue, an aggrega- 
ition of talented moppets gathered 


together for this one broadcast. They 

may (and should) stay on indef. 
Thursday night (4) Mary Small’s 

crew were on the last 20-odd minutes 


| of the show and were unquestionably 


the sock of the program. Routine 
prior to their appearance at the mike 
was along the same old rather cushy 
Show Boat lines, with the presenta- 
tion too obviously aimed at a special 
kind, rather than all, listeners. 
Lanny Ross continues to top-line 
the show, the script giving him a 
saintly aura that must irritate some 
folks. It won’t do him over-much 
good in the end. Molasses 'n’ Janu- 
ary provide the comedy, and okay 
in both their minstrel and strictly 
two-act portions; Modern Choir's 
singing is good and Al Goodman's 
music is all that can be desired from 
a band on a straight variety show. 
In Mary Small’s portion of the 


broadcast the program showed some- 


thing that could enable it to reach 
into a more popular sphere. The 
kids with Miss Small (only 15 her- 
self) were strong clicks in their in- 
dividual talents, three of them even 
surmounting a weak courtroom 
sketch. These were Wright Cramer 
and Jimmy and Andy Donnelly. | 
Others were Trumpet Twins, sing- 
ers; Demarco Sisters Trio, vocal-in- 
strumentalists; Stewart Canin, vio- 
linist, and the Seven Loria Bros., 
Mexican troupe ranging in age from 
four to 15 and surefire with Spanish 
music, singing and (strictly for the 


studio audience) rhumba dancing. 


Kid programs over the week-end 


afternoons have achieved large fol- 


lowings. There’s no reason why a 
half-hour or so could not be given 


over to the moppets on this show 


weekly. : 
Commercials remain the same; 
okay for the product. Scho. 





SOAP CREEK CORNERS ’ 
With Mabel Locke, Helen Behmiller, 
Harry Cansdale and Gordon Ray 





Follow-Up Comment 


Last year was the 25th anniver- 
sary of Irving Berlin’s ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ and this year marks 
his 30th celebration as a popular 
songwriter, perhaps the No. 1 song- 
smith of all time. However, this 
phase is being saved for a major 
network basis in its entirety. For 


the Eddie Cantor-Texaco show, Ber- 
lin’s guester was chiefly in the in- 
terests of his forthcoming ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) and its premiere at 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., on 
Thursday (4). 

Cantor, Sunday (31) night, was 
celebrating his own birthday but 
so far as Berlin was concerned the 
|red-letter day was Feb. 4 and that 
Music Hall date. All of which 
made for some neat byplay to offset 
the sentimentality of the occasion. 
Still, Cantor, appropriately enough, 
was not to be denied his nostalgia 
for their boyhood days on the side- 
walks of New York. 

‘Alexander’ was the theme song, 
thence Berlin’s introductory to sing 
in his mild little voice an excerpt 
from the film, ‘You're Laughing at 
Me,’ and Cantor topped this with 
‘Slumming on Park Avenue.’ 

Incidentally, the Berlin-‘Avenue’ 
score has been getting a _ pretty 
good ride already on the air, in ad- 
|} vance of the film’s release, and it’s 
| highly listenable. 

Herman Bing was scheduled for 
the Cantor show this Sunday to re- 
place Parkyakakas, but latter was 
still in, presumably as the blowoff 
as he and Cantor are splitting pro- 
fessionally. 














Gelett Burgess, humorist-author 
guesting on ‘Heinz Magazine of the 
Air’ over CBS, did an eight-minute 
dissertation on ‘How to Be Young,’ 
which sounded serious, and at times 
deep, despite his spr@ghtly literary 
style. As a matter of fact, it seemed 
to contain several contradictions. A 
talk on remaining youthful would, 
according to Burgess’ definition of 
subjects to be avoided, appear dis- 
tinctly a sign that the speaker was 
ageing. Young people would not be 
likely to discuss such a topic. Too, 
Burgess’ voice did not sound youth- 
ful, despite his emphasis on cultivat- 
ing and maintaining a ‘telephone 
girl’s voice’ as a mark of youth. It 
would require a discipline and self- 
control, practiced constantly from 
the ’teens, to abstain from some of 
the habits and mannerisms which 
Burgess listed as certain indications 
of age. Few persons, great or small, 
are free from all of them, listeners 





probably thought as they heard 

Comedy Burgess. His spiel is an oral version 

- +o of a piece by him in the current Cos- 
ustain mospolitan. 

Tues., Thurs. 10 A.M., CST Like many contributions _ re- 


WWAE. Hammond, Ind. 
Comedy act based on rural situa- 
tions. Founded cn proverbial set of 


rural characters; the lazy good-for- 
nothing, the hard-working woman, 
the widow too attracted to men, the 
half-wit girl, ete. 

Episode reviewed showed the folks 
butchering, and besides being funny, 
would be instructive to city listeners 
who know nothing about farm 
butchering. Showed uses for differ- 
ent parts of carcass including the 
filling of the animal’s bladder with 
beans to make a rattle for the kid. 
Script packs punch, and charac- 
terizations are good, but whole could 
stand more rehearsal, especially with 
sound-effects which were off cue sev- 
eral times. 


‘ADVENTURES OF ACE WILL- 
IAMS’ 

With John Connor, 
ples, Marjorie Hannan, 
Goss, and Edwin Burke 

Transcription 

15 Mins. 

HOLSUM BREAD 

M-W-F; 4:30 p.m. 

WOwod, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

(W. E. Long Co.) 


Cornelius Peo- 
Graydon 


it takes 


ing it, however, 


should prevent the show from be- 
coming slow at any time. Cast and 
production are okay, with the dia- 
logue leaning to naturalness. Present 
setting is in South America with 
camera man, kids, and a_ secret 
service agent wrapped up in some 
sort of a mail tampering deal. 
Throughout the dialogue is twisted 
to develop unexpected angles which 
holds an audience tight. 
script should have been built up bet- 
ter, however, to get more of a carry 
over. Particularly is this important 
where a show doesn’t go on daily. 
Act should click with no objection- 
ables for the committees to yelp 
about, and yet having speed enough 
so that the kids won't feel it’s sissy 








stuff. 


Transcription show which is evi- 
dently aimed to get the kid audience, 
but has considerable adult appeal as 
well, because of the odd angle which 
in presenting adventure. 


Gets away from the fright wig ef- 
fect to bring out the humor of kids 
when they’re treated as kids. Never 
gets above the kids’ heads while do- 
and moves fast 
enough to satisfy the devoted listen- 


End of 


cently offered on the Heinz Mag- 
azine, this one carried a lecture- 
tinge. Stream of ‘names’ apparently 
is thinning. Waldemar Kampffert, 
science editor of the N. Y. Times, an- 
other of last week’s message-bearers, 
spoke on ‘Why Man Can Not Be Im- 
mortal.’ Interesting but heavy for 
radio. Helen Woodward, author, 
chatted on Southern cooking. 

Walter Hampden is one of the 
guests who brought solid entertain- 
ment to the Magazine. Actor, in a 
scene from ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ 
displayed a superb voice, perfect dic- 
tion, and the classical manner. 





Jessica Dragonette farewelled 
gracefully after seven years broad- 
casting for Cities Service over NBC, 
her final appearance being on the 
548th program the utilities concern 
had presented. At the conclusion of 
her first number, the melodious ‘In- 
dian Love Call,’ Ford Bond pre- 
sented Miss Dragonette with a gold 
plaque. She responded in a vein that 
combined dignity with sincerity, 
speaking voice being clear and pleas- 
ant, though a trifle high pitched. 
Miss Dragonette’s other selections, 
all sung splendidly, included an oper- 
atic aria, ‘Old Kentucky Home,’ a 
duet excerpt from Offenbach’s ‘Tales 
of Hoffman,’ with Eliot Shaw, bari- 
toné of The Revelers, and the con- 
cluding ‘Street Song’ from ‘Naughty 
Marietta.’ 

Miss Dragonette thereupon intro- 
duced her Cities Service successor, 
Lucille Manners. Miss Manners dis- 
played a fine speaking voice in a 
brief talk. Hugh Herndon, JZJr.., 
round-the-world flier and head of 
CS’s aviation department, had a spot 
for remarks on the current National 


ers of the keeps-em-awake kid! Aviation Show. For an aviator he 

shows. handled himself well before the 
Based on the adventures of a news- | mike. 

reel cameraman gives it an out for a 

almost anything to happen, and| ‘King Features Presents’ (WINS, 


Sunday. 6:30 p.m.) offered ‘Abie 
Kabibble,’ by Harry Hershfield, with 
Hershfield himself as m.c. King Fea- 
tures is using series to showcase for 
potential sponsors its syndicated 
features available for radio. 

Sketch was well cast,  nicel 
scripted and neatly played. Many of 
the gags that have made the news- 
paper strip famous are retained. 
They are projected in a human, life- 
like story. Teddy Bergman plays 
the title role with understanding. 

Brice Disque, Jr., who. usually 
writes and produces sketches on this 
broadcast, does well as producer of 
present skit. He is first aide to 
Fred Smith, radio supervisor for 
King Features. 

Last few minutes 








of broadcast 
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SIDNEY SKOLSKY ‘THRILLS’ 

Gessip With Margaret Brayton, Barbara 
4 Mins, Luddy, Frederick Shields, Lou 
LUX Merrill, Frank Nelson, Michael 


Monday, 8 p. m. EST 
WABC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Hardest problem for a guy like 
Skolsky trying to figure out a home- 
and-fireside problem like radio is 
what role shall he play. Cute? 
Dynamic? Like somebody else, or 
like one of those disembodied spirits, 
‘The voice’ of this, that or what- 


are-you-selling. In Chicago, back in 
darkest 1931, there was even a ‘Voice 
of Sausage.’ 


Skolsky’s flashy spurt for Lux 
crowded in a lot of names and 
oddities. Names are what Lux dotes 
on and most advertisers cherish. So 
he gave them names. Nor was an 
ingenious string to hang them to- 
gether lacking. 

Verdict on Skolsky’s mike style 


isn’t unmarred by suspicions of what 
the reaction may be here and yon 
about this wide land. He sounded a 
little too flip. A pat formula for 
dishing his stuff was not yet dis- 
covered—that was the impression. 

His choice of material was spotty. 
No revealing insight. Shallow gags 
and puns and twists. Apt to suggest 
that it’s smart made-up patter rather 
than honest lowdown. Naturally 
hard to criticize such a personality 
or his work. Or to guess at the pop- 
ular reaction. He seemed not on the 
firmest possible ground. 

Cecil DeMille didn’t help by the 
introductory crack, ‘He’s. always 
willing to hold back a story if the 
story would hold back a career.’ 
Which tended to make a press agent 
out of Skolsky pronto. That’s a bad 
slant—keyholing is keyholing and 
introducing ‘ethics’ is a nice way to 
remind people they shouldn't enjoy 
gossip so much anyhow. It was a 
boner. Labelied Skolsky as a guy 
that was holding out. Land. 


ST. PAUL WINTER CARNIVAL 
With Louis Rowen, Brooks Hender- 
son, George Putnam, Rock Ulmer, 

Bob Murphy and Corinne Jordan 
60 Mins. 

Saturday, 9 p.m. 
KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis 

Perfect example of foresight sav- 
ing the station's neck was KSTP’s 
handling of this NBC blue network 
coast-to-coaster. 

So jumbled, confused and crowded 
was the parade line of march that 
lulls of packed humanity between 
sparkles of action would have killed 
this broadcast had not station heads 
prepared copy before starting time 
on all floats and marching units in 
the parade. 

Louis Rowen, in from NBC’s Chi- 
cago studios, covered goings-on from 
the reviewing stand, aided by Brooks 
Henderson and Corinne Jordan. 
Other three announcers were placed 
at strategic points aiong the route to 
pick up comment and color, Pickup 
point at the ice palace came in 
handy, too, with old-timers being 
called on for ‘way back when slants 
comparing 1937 carnival to the one 
of 1886. 

Whenever parade came to a stand- 
still, martial music was provided by 
a band which KSTP had tucked 
away back of the reviewing stand 
(another happy foresight, since 
weather was so cold most of the 
parading musickers didn’t feel like 
risking putting their lips against cold 
metal, so there was little playing); 
or one of the announcers would 
launch into a snappy description of 
this or that brightly-appareled 
marching club (reading from pre- 
pared copy) or describe with ap- 
propriate ohs and ahs some beauteous 
oat (also from paper), 

Considering the combination of 
tough obstacles, station played the 
thing adroitly, using foresight and 
showmanship right up to the hilt. 
with no one the wiser. Those who 
‘saw’ parade via the dials instead of 
in the flesh were lucky, no foolin’. 

Rash. 


VOICE OF JERUSALEM 
With Moishe Nathanson, Art Quartet 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
JUNKET FOLKS 
Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
(Advertisers Broadcasting) 

Aimed strictly at the’ Jewish ele- 
ment in New York, this program 
probably suits its purpose. Hebraic 
chants, each with a legend behind it, 





should hold sentimental appeal for 
the orthodox Jews. 

Junket is a dessert product, with | 
the air blurbs stressing the fact that 
it’s kosher. Copy is read first in Yid- | 
dish and then in English, but kept | 
brief and subdued in each instance | 
by the femme announcer. She also | 
outlines the story behind each song | 
by Moishe Nathanson and quartet. 

Hebrew music is strictly of the| 
chant variety, therefore limited | 
mainly to people of the race. But, | 
considering that there are more than | 
2,000,000 Jews in the Metropolitan | 
area, audience for this 
should be plenty large. 


Scho. | 





served as sort of a preview of new | 


King Features Personalities show | 
which starts this week on the same 
station. Fred Smith 


several International News and Uni- 
versal News 
chiefs for quickie interviews. 

Tenth in the current series. 


program | Latter 


| get chance 


| audience. 


Fitzmaurice, Nick Angelo, Verna 
Felton, Joseph Franz, Lee Millar, 
Gayne Whitman 

30 Mins. 

UNION OIL CO. 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

KF1, Los Angeles 


(Lord & Thomas) 
A neat offering that has enough of 
the elements to make it worthwhile 


dialing. its built around an 
which is something of a novelty 
along these slopes. Jack Runyon 
has produced with a showmanly 
touch and has given it a strong 


idea 


backup, both musically and in its 
dramatic passages. 

Themed to the line, ‘life holds a 
million thrills,’ program: is a series 
of panels depictiig th: big moments 


in everyday life. First off was the 
chance audition of Joe Benton, who 
made the Met as a standby in ‘Pagli- 
acei.” It gave Runyon the oppor- 
tunity to bring on Nick Angelo for 
an operatic aria. 

Second thrill was dramatized in a 
poignant, touching bit by Michael 
Fitzmaurice and Margaret Brayton, 
as Tom Moore, the Irish poet, and 
his wife. Her big moment came 
when he penned the verse, ‘Believe 
Me If All Those Endearing Young 
Charms,’ as renewed faith in their 
love after her beauty was threatened 
by a pock fever. Pair did a nice job 
and made it ring true. 

Thrill of swing music brought on 
Devid Broekman’s ork in a typical 


Broekman arrangement of ‘Alex- 
ander’s Rag Time Band.’ He took it 
in stride and made it hum. That 


lad’s not long for Coast radio once 
the easterners get a load of his 
stylized music. Then into a brisk 
march to give off the tingle of sol- 
diers afoot. 

Recreated was the heroic deed of 
a Captain Scott, who wedged his 
body into the jagged hole in the side 
of a rammed ferryboat to save the 
lives of hundreds. Thrill of sim- 
plicity was the reunion of a young 
wife and her soldier-husband, home 
on furlough from the war. 

Narration by Gayne Whitman was 


clean-cut and_ concise. Carlton 
KaDell handled the commercials 
crisply and with restraint. Forest 


Barnes rates a curtsy for his script. 
Show is a welcome relief from the 
run of noisy, swingy, unfunny pro- 
grams now cluttering the Coast 
lanes. No matter which member of 
the family tunes it in, it’ll stay put. 
There’s something in it for everyone, 
and that’s aiming for a vast audience 
which this one rates. Helm. 


‘RADIO EXTRA’ 

With Ole Foerch orchestra, George 
Rector, Eugene erekes, Mart 
Matthews, Jay G. Hayden 

Music, Talks, Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 

WWJ, Detroit 


If the newspapermen on this stanza 
realized they were on the air and 
not writing a news story, this new 
half-hour program could be a sure 
thing. 

Buildup stint for station’s parent, 
the Detroit News, has plenty of good 
music by Ole Foerch’s band; the idea 
is there, and program has a come-on 
tag. But it looks like it may take 
time and effort to convince the 
sheet’s writers that radio requires 
different treatment than a regular 
news story. And isn’t as simple as 
newspapermen habitually fancy. 

Only person on show caught who 
exhibited radio showmanship was 
George Rector, the food man, who 
was in town on another engagement. 
Rector, interviewed by Florence 
Davies, did well what he’s been 
doing for years and will soon do on 
a network commercial. 

Other sections of the ‘radio extra’ 
covered were the music dept., with 
Eugene Kerekes warbling coupla 
gypsy tunes and explaining folk-lore 
in connection with songs; the public 
service section, handled by Fred 
Thorton, and the political situation, 
given by Jay G. Hayden, paper’s 
Washington correspondent. whose 
talk was piped in from capital. Mart 
Matthews handled the m.c. duties oke, 
and realistic touch was given pro- 
gram at end, with a flash on local 
strike troubles. 

Opening and close simulates a kid 
shouting ‘extra’ on crowded street. 

Pete. 


‘JOLLY JIM’ 
Music, Contest 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily 4:30 p.m. 
WXYZ, Detroit 


This 15-minute shot is ‘mother’s 
little helper.’ And there’s a ‘screen 
test’ for the kids, plus a ‘talking cat,’ 
besides. 

Although kids may or may not 
relish playing ‘games’ of ‘helping 
mother,’ they at least should go for 
the ‘speaking kittie’ and the contest. 
requires letter of ‘don'ts’ 
mothers tell the kids, and winners 
to appear in 16 mm. 
flicker made by a local producer. 

‘Mother Eve’ plays the piano, while 
‘Jolly Jim’ makes the pussy talk and 


introduced | peers through a ‘magic telescope’ to 
| check 
service apap 


if kids are helping their 


mothers with the housework, etc. 
Withal a good show to snare juve 
Pete. 
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Threatened Suit to Force Inclusion 


Hl 


—= 


IPTS A WEEK FOR $23 





CITES NEW 


OF ‘Night Is Young ; Agency Gives In | |TERARY | (IW 


Threats of litigation by Words & 
Music, Inc., publishing firm, against 
the American Tobacco Co. for con- 
tinued failure to include ‘The Night 
Is Young, You’re Beautiful’ in the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade broadcasts 
(Tuesday ) 


was removed yesterday 

following a conference between 
W & M’s counsel and Lord & 
Thomas’ office lawyer. Agency 


recognized the probable validity of 
the publishing firm’s claim and as- 
serted that the commercial’s system 
of computing the current popularity 
of popular tunés would be com- 
pletely rechecked to see whether 
there were any loopholes’ which 
could account for unfair ratings. 

Get-together of A. Walter Socolow, 
W & M lawyer, and Clark Miller, 
L & T’s resident counsel, came after 
the former had been instructed by 
Johnny O’Connor, president of 
Words & Music, to start equity pro- 
ceedings against the cig maker. 
O’Connor charged that he had col- 
lected data showing that his tune 
had for several weeks been worthy 
of inclusion in Lucky’s top seven 
and that the delinquency on the part 
of American Tobacco had produced 
an unfavorable affect on music 
dealers when it came to handling 
sheets copies of ‘Night.’ 

Technical Angles 

During the meeting between 
Clark and Socolow the former ex- 
plained how the Lucky system of 
popularity rating functions. It was 
noticed by Socolow that the sales of 
phonograph records were made part 
of the computations, and he took the 
occasion to point out that as a rule 
it takes weeks for the disc sales of 
a tune to get started and because of 
the disparity between sheet and 
record sales as created by this cir- 
cumstance the disc angle ought not 
to be included. Socolow also pointed 
out other elements in the Lucky 
Strike system which he _ thought 
were not fair, and Clark agreed that 
there would be an immediate move 
to realign the method of popularity 
computation with a view to eliminat- 
ing any other unfair elements. 





‘Missing Persons’ Grief 


For Lambert; CBS Says 
No; Test Another Idea 


Missing Persons’ program, which 
Lambert Pharmacal wants to get on 
the air in behalf of Listerine, is 
again out on a limb. Columbia last 
week turned down the program be- 
cause of possible legal complications. 
NBC had previously taken similar 
action due to Procter & Gamble’s 





having type of show, ‘Personal Col- | 


umn of the Air,’ on that network. 
CBS felt that ‘Missing Persons’ 
contained elements that might lead 
to frequent controversy and that it 
would rather pass up the program 
altogether than be constantly on 
edge about possible repercussions. 
In ‘Persons’ Lambert proposed to 
present actual cases of missing 
people. As Columbia saw it, even 
though the account obtained clear- 
ances from the seekers, there was 
a question whether those 
after couldn't make it legally hot for 
the network on the ground that no 
one had authority to broadcast their 


names and_ stories without their | 
acquiescence. 
Listerine is testing another idea 


over WHP, Harrisburg, Pa. It's a! 


new slant on child psychology, with 
the authority a woman. 


Cantor Considers H. Bing | 


Eddie Cantor had not up to yes- 
terday afternoon (Tuesday) picked 
a comedian to replace Parkyakarkas 
‘Harry Einstein) on the Texaco 
show over CBS Sunday nights. 

Herman Bing, film guttural comic. 
Was among those being dickered 
with, but no deal appeared to be in 
the immediate offing. 

Parkyakarkas’ contract 
Jan, 31, 





sought 


expired | 





———— 


Guest List 








sel, 





Feb. 


ovis, 


| coe, 


Feb. 4—Henry 
Frank Albertson, 
Griffith, Eddie Albert, 
Ro»vert Foulk, Carrol Ashburn. 
AXTON-FISHER 


Ferrer, 


Kraus. 





Feb. 4—Basil 
Frawley, Marion Claire. 


Feb. 
Edgar 


Feb. 
David 


porg. 


7—Dr. 


and 


Feb. 


AMERICAN CAN 


(Tu. 9—WJZ) 


Feb. 9—Ruby Keeler. 


A. & P. 
(Th. 8—WABC) 


(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 


Feb, 6—Hildegarde. 
Feb. 13—Josephine Antoine. 
BENEFICIAL MANAGEMENT 
(Su. 5 p.m.—WABC) 
Feb. 7—Alice Reinhart, 
Regent. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 
Feb. 3—Judith Lawton, 
Canin, 


CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 


Feb. 5—Dick Powell, Madeleine 
Carrol. 

Feb. 12—Victor McLaglen, Preston | 
Foster. 


FIRESTONE 


(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Feb. 1—Richard Crooks, Margaret 
Speaks. 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 


Feb. 7—Richard Bonelli, 
Feb. 14—Lotte Lehman. 
FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—-WABC) 
Feb. 9—Walter Gross and Milton ! 
Third guester not booked yet. | 
GENERAL MILLS 
(M.-F., 10 a.m.—WABC) 
Feb, 5—Sarah Pennoyer. 
GENERAL MOTORS 


(Su. 10—WEAF) 


Feb. 7—-Gina Cigna. 


GULF 


(Su. 7:30 p.m.—WABC) 
Feb. 14 


Harry Richman. 
HEINZ 


(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 
Feb. 3—Mrs. W. Hale Harkness, Jr. 
Feb. 5—Sarah M. Lockwood. 

Feb. 8—Albert Payson Terhune. 


JELLO 


(Su. 7 p.m—WEAF) 
Feb. 14—Ben Bernie. 


KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 
Rathbone, 


KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 


Feb. 9—Blanche Yurka. 
LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 
Feb. 4—Abe Lyman, Sam Jaffee, 
Rosamond Pinchot. 
Feb. 11—Carl Hoff, Grant Mitchell. 


LUX 


(Mon. 9—WABC) 

Feb. 8—Gene Raymond, Anna 
Sten. 

MAXWELL HOUSE 


(Th. 9—-WEAF) 


Feb. 4—Walter Hampden. 
Feb. 11—Ruth Etting, George Jes- 


MILES LABS. 
(Alka Seltzer) 
(Sa. 9—WJZ) 


Feb. 6—Not booked. 


NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—-WEAF) 


| Feb. 6—Donald Dickson, Lucia 
| Graeser. 


NASH 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 


Feb. 6—Charioteers Quartet, Lau- 
rence Stallings. 
ROYAL GELATINE 


(Th. 8—-WEAF) 


4—St. Olaf Choir, Paul Lukas, | lumbia 
Bergen, Fred Ardath. 


RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Walter 
Goliath, Kerstin 


R. J. REYNOLDS 


(Th. 9:30-—WABC) 
9—Block 


and Sully. 


SHELL 


(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 
jI—Not booked. 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 


(Su. 3—-WEAF) 


7—Rosa Ponselle: Sally 
ichard Hale, Helen A. Dooley 


Youngman, 
Robert 
Ezra Stone, 





Robert 








William 


| Atop Agent’s and NBC Ar-| 
tists Bureau’s Deductions | 


Would. 


Young Writer 
Have Been Tied Down for 
10 Years 


RESENTMENT 


Chicago, Feh, 2. 
Writers here are peeved over the 
reported way that NBC’s Chicago set- 


| up is going about the business of sig- | 
Cited as one of |} 
| those curious examples 


naturing scripters. 
is the deal 
which had been offered Bob Bryar, 
18-year-old writer. Contract would 
have tied Bryar to NBC exclusive 
for unlimited term of years at what 
would have been a net salary of $23 
a week. 

Bryar binder contained no provi- 
sion for raises and no conditions of 
release other than a 30-day notice, 
with this privilege restricted tc the 
network. Contract not only made no 
allowance for a cut of the money 
paid by sponsors for Bryar’s service, 
but is said to have obligated hsm to 
post a $2,500 bond to cover his spe- 
cific performance of the covenant’s 
provisions. 

Young Bryar had a three-a-week 
serial on the Affiliated regional 
which Frank Lyons, radio agent, 
happened to hear and like. Latter 
contacted NBC officials, who, after 
proper formalities, auditions, etc., of- 
fered Bryar the contract calling for 
a five-a-week sustaining spot for the 


show that NBC performers did. 
This also caused local _ resent- 
ment, as the actors had done it 


for eight months on Affiliated and 
were deemed partially the means of 
NBC becoming interested. Salary 
for the five shows per week was to 
be $40, less the NBC Artists Service 
Charge of 10%, less the agent’s 
33 1/3% on the original $40, leaving 
slightly less than $23 a week for the 
five scripts, and with the terms call- 
ing for 10 years at that rate, and op- 
tions, thereafter, to suit NBC’s con- 
venience. Nothing additional was to 
be given in case of the program go- 
ing commercial, according to the 
contract, which was offered by Sid 
Strotz for NBC. 

Kid’s folks squawked at the terms 
and refused to ‘2-operate in any 
way, thinking to end the matter, 
Miss Dickenson, NBC casting direc- 
tor, thereupon offered the 18-year- 





old a job as staff writer, to turn out 
a minimum of two 15-minute scripts 
a day. Salary offered was the same, 


| $40 less deductions, as noted, and 


under the same 10-year contract, 
and with the same stipulations as in 
the original, 


vr 





N.Y. Union Probes Leaders Charges 


- That M. C. A. Deducts Extra Fee 
To Cover Network Hook-Up Costs 





From a Statistician 


John J. Karol, CBS research 
director, told the Montreal Ad- 
vertising Club in a talk last 
week that type has nothing to 
do with the popularity of a 
group but that the element of 
showmanship is still the all- 
important ingredient. 

‘Radio program _ research,’ 
added Karol, ‘is no substitute 
for brilliant showmanship or 
creative genius, but it some- 
times can be a useful tool in 
the building of successful pro- 
grams.’ 














Scripps-Howard’s Radio 
Hopes for Capitol Bump 
Into More Disinterest 





Washington, Feb. 2. 
Scripps - Howard lost another 
round in its determined fight to get 


a radio outlet here when the Federal 


Communications Commission last 
week refused to hold a rehearing on 


the transfer of WOL from 1310 to | 


1230 ke. 


Partially simplifying the compli- | 
cated fight for the 1310 berth to be 


vacated by the Capital’s only local 
transmitter, Commish denied a plea 
that the WOL shift be delayed until 


hearings have been held on one of | 
Continental Radio’s applications for a | 


station in this vicinity, Continental, 
a SH subsidiary, is after both the 
present and future WOL spots, but 
while its requests have been pend- 
ing for months the Commish never 
has investigated them, 
Scripps-Howard plea was based on 
contention that it has been deprived 
of an opportunity to present its case 
by the speedy way in which the 
WOL move was rushed through the 
Commish mill. Result of the Com- 
mish refusal is to kill any hope that 
Continental may be able to win 1230 
and to intensify the fight for 1310. 
Scrap over WOL’s present place on 
the dial was eased further during 
the week when one of the four re- 
maining applicants pulled out. Eu- 
gene Meyer, publisher of the Wash- 
ington Post, yanked back his plea 
for 1310, leaving Hearst Radio and 


William Dolph, former Democratic | 


Committee worker, in the field with 
Scripps-Howard, The Post publisher 
still has a live application pending, 
since he is after a station on 1570 
under the name of Mid-Atlantic 
Broadcasting Co, 








Damrosch, 


Donald | 





Author Kelland’s Character 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Wrigley will put the ‘Scattergood 
Bains’ script show on the Coast Co- 
network starting in about 
| three weeks. 


| 
| Set for West by Wrigley 


Gum company had been interested 
in doing the Clarence Budington 
Kelland show for its regular coast- 
to-coast program earlier this season 
| before finally decided on its present 
setup of ‘Poetic Melodies’ and ‘Morti- 
'mer Gooch. Coast shots are much 
in the nature of a test, and if a click 
| will likely become the Wrigley na- 


tional air show next season. 


Jimmy Colgan, WATR, Waterbury 
staff pianist, back on the job again 
after iliness that fi 


t} evesioht 


serious 


hreatened hi 


Aylesworth's Big Business Contacts 


Regarded as Scripps-Howard Ang! 





M. H. Aylesworth, one-time NBC 
president, joins the board of man- 
agement of the Scripps-Howard 
newspapers on March 1. Appoint- 
ment immediately started rumors. It 
appears definite that Aylesworth’s 
connection does not in any way con- 
nect wit the newspaper chain’s 
handful of radio stations. Less than 
a year ago Scripps-Howard showed 
its first interest in radio, Only first 
rank station it owns is WMC, Mem- 
phis, acquired along with the Mem- 
phis Commercial-Appeal in a recent 
purcnase. 


Best information on the Ayles- 
worth appointment is that he will 
function on the advertising end. His 
reputation as a crack salesman is be- 
lieved to have appealed to Scripps- 
Howard Aylesworth has contacts 
through big business. Among these 

th General Foods, Mellon. Rex 


Cole. ete 


are mentioned 


+ a 


Jack Rosenberg, president of the 
New York Musicians Union, is in- 
vestigating information submitted by 
band leaders allegedly that the 
Music Corp. of America is charg- 
ing an added fee of 21%% to 
cover its use of CBS wires for sus- 


taining broadcasts. Rosenberg as- 
serts that if this info is confirmed 


it will tend to prove that Colum- 
bia, by obtaining a set fee through 
MCA, is still in the business of band 
booking. CBS, along with other 
broadcast outlets, was forced out of 
band booking by an edict of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
last spring. 

Information as relayed to Rosen- 
berg was that band allied with MCA 


were under obligation to pay this 
extra 2%% whether they used a 
CBS or not. This 2%%, as the 


union has it, was tacked on to the 
regular fee of 10% for steady dates 
and 15% for road stands after MCA 
had discovered that it would have 
difficulty in making up the yearly 
guarantee of $50,000 if the book- 
ing organization had to depend on 
the commissions collected for 10 
name bands which the network had 
tagged when the contract with MCA 
was made last year. Under this deal 
an income of $5,000 annually was ex- 





pected by CBS from each of these 
_ bands. 


Violation 


Rosenberg takes the view that the 
imposition on a union member of 
any sort of fee for broadcasting pur- 
| poses is a violation of the union's 
regulations and that it is also con- 
trary to the latter when commis- 
sions exceed 15%. Still more seri- 
ous, as Rosenberg sees it, is the col- 
lection of a fee for something that 
the band leader does not use. If this 
arrangement prevails then MCA, 
Rosenberg points out, is netting an 
extra 146% for itself, since through 
the deal with CBS the network is 
granted 312% of the band’s earnings. 
| What MCA has collected for the use 
of the same wire is actually 5%, 
|2%% from the band not using it 
|and 2%% from the unit actually 
| broadcasting over it. 


RENEWAL UNCERTAIN 
ON ‘ACTOR’ NOVELTY 


Standard Brands hasn't decided 
whether it wants to pick up its first 
13-week option on Haven MacQuar- 
rie’s novelty, ‘Do You Want to Be 
an Actor?’ Deal with KFWB, Los 
Angeles, owner of the act, requires 
that notice of renewal be given it 
‘four weeks before the expiration of 
| the current 13-week cycle. Notice 








| period for the present and initial 13 


weeks expires Feb, 13. 
J. Walter Thompson, agency on the 


/ account, last week flew A. K. Spen- 


| cer, of its production staff, out to the 
Coast to get in on the tinkering with 
the program. 

ig report from the Coast last week 
had it that Thompson was consider- 
ing teaming up Parkyakarkas with 
either Joe E. Brown or George Jessel 
for the Chase & Sanborn coffce spot. 





Preston Back to WBBM 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 

Walter Preston, formerly program 
director for WBBM, since then with 
WINS, KRNT here and lately na- 
tional sales manager for WIND has 
returned to WBBM 

To date, he has not been given a 
title, but it is understood that he is 
to completely reorganize the pro- 
duction department of the key Co- 
lumbia station. 


WGAR, Cleveland, is being en- 
larged by John Patt, who is shifting 
offices to get more room. Another 
audition room and new studio to be 
added 
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» «Many deals were revealed. For 
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REVEAL SALE PRICE 


OF TRANSMITTERS, 


CONGRESS READYING FOR A FIELD DAY 





135 Deals in All Reported to House of Representa- 
tives—All Transactions Above $50,000 Listed 
Herewith—KNX Tops—$290,000 for WOWO 


} 
Washington, Feb. 2. 

A 99-year lease on a broad- 
casting station which never is 
certain of operating more than 
six months came to light Mon- 

@day (1). Transmitter is WKBV, 

Richmond, Ind., a 100-watter. 

Station, which is owned by 
William O. Knox, is leased by 
Knox Radio Corp. for $16,000 in 
stock. Agreement dated Aug. 24, 
1934, runs until 2003. 

Hitherto confidential details about 
sale of 135 broadcast stations at 
prices ranging from $1 to $1,250,000 
in the past 30 months, previously 
shielded from public gaze under 
secrecy policies of the Federal 
Communications Commission, were 
thrown open Monday (1). 

Revealing purchase of _ trans- 
mitters at huge profits, House Ap- 
propriations Committee published 
first list ever issued showing the 
‘yalue’ of stations and the actual 
price-tag at which they were ac- 
quired. Data addd fuel to the fire 
under the FCC, providing whole 
arsenal of ammunition for use by 
crusaders demanding probe of the 
Commish. 

With the $1,250,000 paid by CBS 
for KNX, Los Angeles, still the rec- 
ord outlay, the recapitulation shows 
30 separate transactions involved 
bundles of cash of $50,000 or more. 
In an even dozen the sales were 
purely nominal, involving payment 
of $1.00, while 28 of the transactions 
involved payment in stock. 


instance, the Commish showed the 
four properties in the Southwest net- 
work bought by William Randolph 
Hearst and Elliott Roosevelt—KTSA, 
KOMA, WACO and KNOW—were 
auctioned at an aggregate sum of 
$446,000 although the replacement 
value was only $127,800. Columbia 
is paying a total of approximately 
$1,250,000 for its lease on WEEI, Bos- 
ton, which has a present worth un- 
der $500,000. 

Consolidation of holding com- 
panies to avoid heavy taxes on com- 
plex corporations was one factor in 
the large number of transfers, the 
statement revealed. Columbia gave 
each of its subsidiaries nothing for 
the licenses which were transferred 
to the parent company two months, 
for instance, while the McClatchey 
interests in California, publishers of 
several newspapers, paid $4 for the 
franchises of four stations formerly 
owned by the individual rags. 

Ft, Wayne Price 

U. B. Corp., owner of the Cleve- 

land Plain Dealer, gave ‘stock in 





Two Were Gifts 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

two broadcasting sta- 
tions have been given away 
since the communications law 
went into effect in 1934. One 
is a local and the other a re- 
gional. 

List of 135 station transfers 
revealed in Congress Monday 
(1) included only WCAX and 
WDBJ as gifts. Former, a 100- 
watter at Burlington, Vt., valued 
at $15,000, was handed to Mary 
Jackson Forbes by Bertha Jack- 
son, while the Virginia plant, a 
l-kw station, was donated to 
members of his family by J. B. 
Fishburn. In both cases the 
Santa Clauses owned control of 
corporations which hold the li- 
censes. 





Only 




















substance’ in taking over WJAY and 
WHK; Amon G. Carter, prominent 
Texas publisher, put $105,000 on the 
Tine for KGKO, which he has moved 
from Wichita Falls to Fort Worth; 
WBAL, Baltimore, drew the second 
largest amount, $452,500; Westing- 
house coughed up the third largest 
amount ever paid for a transmitter 
when it gave $290,000 for WOWO, 
Fort Wayne. 

Many write-ups in station valua- 
tions came to light. Among these 
was an increase of more than $31,000 
in the price of KRFU, Columbia, Mo., 
which went through two sales be- 
fore ending up in the hands of the 
St. Louis Star-Times Publishing Co. 
for $91,277; KRQU, Santa Fe, which 
was upped $13,000 in two transac- 
tions; and KTAT, Fort Worth, which 
was boosted $10,000 on the way from 
one owner to the third; there were 
numerous instances where the sales 
price was far in excess of the re- 
placement value and even of the 
total. claimed worth including in- 
tangible assets. 

The following is the list of other 
stations which sold for more than 
$50,000 together with the price tag: 

WIOD, Miami, $250,000: WFIL, 
Philadelphia, $60,094; WHIO, Erie, 
Pa., $85,000; WLAC, Nashville, Tenn., 
$75,000; WSMK, Dayton, O., $52,396; 
KLZ, Denver, Colo., $104,000; 
WHOM, Jersey City, N. J., $92,750; 
WNBR, Memphis, Tenn., $50,000; 

WOV, New York, $239,005: KFVD, 
Los Angeles, $65,000; KMMJ, Clay 
Center, Neb., $60,000; KOIL, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Ia., $110,000, KOMA, Okla- 
homa City, $171,000; KOY, Phenix. 





Tex., $170,000; KTSA, San Antonio, 
Tex., $180,000; KVOR, Colorado 
Springs, $80,000; WACO, Waco, Tex.., 
$50,000; WCHS, Charleston, W. Va., 
$200,000; WCOP, Boston, $57,000: 
WCPO, Cincinnati, $53,500; WEBR, 
Buffalo, $120,000; WELI, West 
Haven, Conn., $57,000; WNBC, New 
Britain, Conn. $51,000; WNOX, 
Knoxville, Ten., $77,500. 

Demand for sweeping probe into 
regulation of the broadcasting indus- 
try was voiced by Wigglesworth on 
the floor of Congress Monday (1). He 
assailed both the industry and the 
government agency in a sensational 
speech which was loaded with 
charges of law violation and criticism 
of individual members of the FCC. 

Pointing to the goal set by Con- 
gress, Wigglesworth charged the 
Commish has tolerated trafficking in 
licenses, neglected the public inter- 
est and failed to eliminate evils 
which brought about enactment of 
the 1934 statute. 

‘The record indicates that under 
the policies pursued by the Com- 
munications Commission virtual 
monopoly is at hand, the renewal of 
licenses has become largely perfunc- 
tory, and the transfer of licenses has 
been approved upon terms which, in 
the absence of further explanation, 
appear to be without justification,’ 
asserted the Bay Stater. 

Web Monopolies 

‘The three big broadcasting com- 
panies, National, Columbia and Mu- 
tual, have acquired so many broad- 
casting stations and licenses that to- 
day it appears that to all intents and 
purposes they control all of the 40 
clear channel frequencies as well as 
other highly desirable frequencies 
and stations. How nearly complete 
the control—monopoly—must be is 
suggested by a recent statement by a 
former member of the Federal Radio 
Commission (Harold. A. LaFount) to 
the effect that the ‘Big Three’ use in 














their stations 97% of all the full-time 
broadcasting power authorized by 
the Communications Commission. I 
understand, moreover, that no inde- 
pendent full-time station is licensed 
to operate at night with a power of 
more than 1,000 watts, in contrast to 
the 165 or more stations controlled or 
operated by the ‘Big Three’ many of 
which are said to have power of 
50,000 watts and one of them having 
500,000 watts.’ 


PHONE CO. DATA 
ON RADIO LINES 
FILED 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Revised tariff schedules designed 
to cut line charges for radio program 
transmission were on file with the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and effective last week through- 
out the Bell System. 

New rate cards, submitted by all 
member companies, conform to prin- 
cipal features of the master schedule 
submitted by the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. last Septem- 








ber. Only essential difference is a 
uniform local rate for intra-state 
service. 


Subsids proposed a standard charge 
for hookups within the respective 
states which are served by individual 
Bell System companies. Under 
Schedule F the operating companies 
propose to transmit programs be- 
tween stations in local territories for 
a minimum monthly bill of $2.50 and 
an actual cost of 75c. monthly per 
quarter-mile for each channel. In- 
stallation charges are $10 per ter- 
minal for hookup involving all local 
channels and $7.50 per terminal for 
block or drop wiring. Any inside 
wiring will be billed according to 
the size of the job and the costs in- 
curred, while equalization charges 
will be based on the amount of work 
involved. 


ANOTHER PRESS 
REP IN RADIO 


Small, Spencer & Brewer, news- 
paper reps, has established a radio 
department, with Harris Hanson in 
charge. Stations on the firm’s list 
are all in Wisconsin and consist of 
WCLO, Janesville; WIBA, Madison, 
KFIZ, Fond du Lac, and WSAU, Wa- 
sau. 

Of the foursome KFIZ is owned 
by a newspaper, the Commonwealth 
Reporter, which SS&B also rep- 
resents. 











Shuffling of Stations on 1140 and 1160: 
Talks Involve KVOO, WWVA, WOWO 





Washington, Feb. 2. 
Initial reallecation scheme _ con- 
forming to recommendations of Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 


engineers has been mapped out and 
is due for formal presentation this 
week. Suggestion would involve 
shuffling of four stations. 

Opening the scramble for im- 
proved assignments, KVOO, Tulsa; 
WWVA., Wheeling, and WOWO, Fort 
Wayne, are set to ask FCC consent 
for a redistribution of berths on 
1140 and 1160 kc. No power changes 
will be requested at present, al- 
though all transmitters probably will 
ask more juice when Commish puts 
the reallocation scheme into effect 
and authorizes increased wattage on 
various channels. 

Scheme would .not reach the pro- 
portions of a major reshuffling since 
the plan calls only for redistribution 
of two of the four transmitters, 
WWVA and WAPI. Furthermore, 





Ariz., $50,000; KTAT, Fort Worth. 


the last-named transmitter has not 


ratified the suggestion and so far 
does not figure directly in the con- 
templated swaps, although the other 
three license-holders will proposition 
the Commish to include WAPI in the 
hearings. 

What is proposed would permit 
simultaneous full-time operation in- 
stead of hour-sharing which cur- 
rently limits operations of all the 
stations involved. Plan is described 
as engineeringly sound in accord- 
ance with the standards laid down 
by Chief Engineer T. A. M. Craven 
in the reallocation report. 

This is what is contemplated: 
KVOO, now using 1140 with 25 kw, 
would not shift; WAPI, which is on 
the same frequency, with 5 kw, would 
move to 1020, now used by KYW. 
Philadelphia; WWVA, now operating 


with 5 kw on 1160, would go to 1140 
and operate simultaneously with 
KVOO, and WOWO, which is 


WWVA's present partner, would be- 
come sole occupant of 1160, -remain- 





ing at 10 kw for the present. 
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EXAMINER OKAYS MERGER 





WJIR-WGAR Into One Corporation | 


Held in Public Soandsoe 





Washington, Feb, 2. 
Merger of companies controlling 
WGAR, Cleveland, and WJR, De- 
troit, both under common owner- 
ship, was recommended to Federal 
Communications Commission iast 
week by Examiner Ralph L. Walker. 
Based on conclusion that public 
interest would be served by put- 
ting all eggs in one basket, Walker 
urged the Commish to ratify plan 
for swapping stock in WGAR 
Broadcasting Co. for paper issued 
by WJR. Exchange is on basis of 
one share of WGAR for 20 pieces 
of WJR. Principal stockholder in 
both outfits is George A. Richards. 
Besides pointing out that owners 
are identical, Walker gave as rea- 
son for advocating the consolidation 
the fact that services of engineering, 
program and other departments of 
WJR, the bigger station, will be 
more readily available to WGAR. 
Analysis of financial positions of 
the two companies showed WJR 
well-heeled but WGAR also not 
hard up for cash. Walker pointed 
out WGAR balance sheet Aug. 1, 
1936, showed current assets of $111,- 
247, with $89,180 of the total in 
cash. Fixed assets were $77,922, 
making total resources of $191,570. 
No allowance was made for license 
or good-will. The WJR ledger re- 
flected total assets of $1,022,109, 
with $714,657 in current assets, of 
which $393,367 represented cash and 
$285,104 being the value of land, 
buildings, equipment, furniture, etc. 


Wavelength Tax 
Dusted Off by 
Wigglesworth 








Washington, Feb. 2. 

Imposition of fees or royalties for 
broadcasting licenses is a_ lively 
topic again, following attacks by 
members of Congress on the radio 
industry. 

Following up the line taken a year 
ago, Representative Richard B. Wig- 
glesworth had prodded the Federal 
Communications Commission about 
failure to reach some decision on the 
subject, while Monday (1) he advo- 
cated a fee system in a speech in the 
House. In his talk, the Massachu- 
setts Republican took the view that 
‘those who today command an an- 
nual income which exceeds $100,- 
000,000, an income derived under 
licenses granted by the Federal gov- 
ernment as a gratuity, can and 
should, through license fees or other- 
wise, make a substantial contribu- 
tion to the Federal Treasury.’ 

During quizzing of Chairman E. O. 
Sykes of the FCC Broadcast Di- 
vision, Wigglesworth showed impa- 
tience because no action ever has 
been taken to force broadcasters to 
pay for the privilege, it was dis- 
closed Monday (1). Reminding 
Sykes that a year ago the House Ap- 
propriations Committee was told the 
matter was under. consideration, 
Wigglesworth suggested the idea of 
levying a tax of 10% of the gross. 





‘SINGING SHOPPER’ JAILED 


Failed to Account for Advertisers’ 
Payments, Station Charges 








Akron, O., Feb. 2. 

Vincent L. Shannon, the ‘Singing 
Shopper,’ of Radio station WJW 
here, is in jail pending action by 
the grand jury on a charge that he 
embezzled $483.25 from the station. 

Entertainer, who is 34, pleaded 
guilty to the charge when arraigned 
in municipal court this week and 
was held to the grand jury under 
$1,000 bond. 


DONT KNOWS OF 
FCC. PROVOKES 
OUTBURST 


Washington, Feb. 2. 

Accusation that members of the 
Federal Communications 
sion are either woefully ignorant 
about what goes on in the broadcast. 
ing industry or are trying to mis. 
lead Congress were fired Monday (1) 
by Rep. Richard B. Wigglesworth of 
Massachusetts. 

Irked by numerous ‘I don’t know’ 


answers of Chairman Anning S. Prall 
during hearings on the FCC appro- 
priation for 1938 and further excited 
by omissions and inaccuracies in 
tables supplied by the Commish, 
Wigglesworth publicly declared in 
the House that something is wrong at 
the Commish. 

‘I think it is fair to state that the 
testimony of those appearing before 
your committee (Chairman Prall and 
Commissioner Sykes) prior to the 
submission of the figures referred to 
(regarding chains and station sales) 
clearly indicates either complete ig- 
norance of the facts which should 
have been within their knowledge or 
a desire to withhold these facts from 
your committee, Wigglesworth 
beefed. 

‘As a matter of fact, the informa- 
tion embodied in the table is far 
from complete. There is reason to 
believe that a further scanning of its 
records by the Commission or your 
committee would be helpful.’ 





Commis- 





LLOYD THOMAS’ MEETING 


Seeks Formula for Salvaging Part or 
All of Affiliated Regional 








Chicago, Feb. 2. 

New move has been made by 
Lloyd Thomas, manager of WROK, 
Rockford, representing Ruth Hannah 
McCormick, to revive idea of a re- 
gicnal network among the member 
stations of the now dead Affiliated. 
Thomas sent the staticns letters 
three weeks ago, advising them that 
he, representing Mrs. McCormick, 
would like an option on the setup on 
the net providing that ABC shut 
down that week, which was the week 
which ABC did clost 

Move to start the ball rolling was 
a meeting held last week at Rock- 
ford, which was attended by 12 man- 
agers of the former net. Only de- 
cision reached was that ar indie re- 
gional net was a good idea. 


Network Charts 


NBC NEW PROGRAMS 
Griswold Manufacturing Co. 
(aluminum ware): J. Alden Edkins,’ 
soloist and organ accompaniment, 
Sundays, 8:45 to 9 a.m., beginning 
Jan. 31; for 13 weeks. WJZ, WTAM. 


NBC RENEWALS 


B. T. Babbitt Co.: ‘David Harum,’ 
beginning Feb. 22; for 26 weeks. 
Basic Red except KSTP. 


MUTUAL NEW PROGRAMS 


Macfadden Publications: ‘True De- 
tective Mysteries,’ “Tuesdays, 9:30 to 
10 p.m., beginning March 9; for 26 
weeks. WOR, WLW. 

Social Justice Publishing Co-.: 
‘Father Coughlin,’ Sundays, 3 to 4 
p.m. and 8 to 8:30 p.m., beginning 
Jan. 24; for 26 weeks. On 3 to 4 
p.m. list are WAAB and the Colonial, 
WKBW, KOIL, WHB. On the 8 to 
8:30 p.m. schedule are CKLW, 
WBAL, WWSW, WFIL, WOL, 
WGAR, KSO, WMT, KFEL, KWK, 
SAI, Don Lee, WCOL, WSYR, 
WABY. On WOR the show hits the 

















Shannon was arrested on a com- 
plaint signed by Sam Townsend. 
the station manager. Singer alleged- | 
ly failed to account for funds re- 
ceived from station advertisers. Be- 
sides entertaining, Shannon also 
was a salesman and sold commer- 
cials for the station here. 





Davidson at Mathes 


Jack Davidson named radio direc- 





tor for the J. M. Mathes agency, | 
stepping into his new berth last! 
Monday (1). Previously had been | 
with Young & Rubicam for two and | 
a half years, and before that with | 


Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Rest of the Mathes radio person- 





nel remains unchanged. 


8 to 9 p.m. spot via wax. 

Owens-Illinois Glass in conjunc- 
tion with various local coffee 
roasters: ‘Coffee Club,’ with Richard 
Himber’s orchestra, Gogo De Lys, 
Stuart Allen, and Fred Uttal, Fri- 
days, 8 to 8:30 p.m., beginning Feb. 
5; for 13 weeks. WOR, WAAB, WGN 
(KFEL, KWK 10 to 10:30 p.m.) 
(WBAL reached via wax). 


(Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are gen- 
erally cancellable in cycles of 13 
weeks on 30 days’ notice). 





Jack Latham on Road 
Jack Latham, spot time buyer for 
Young & Rubicam, left last weekend 
for a five-week trip through Dixie. 
Jaunt is for biz purposes. 
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A TOUGH LIST OF NAMES— 


SURVEY" 
IRIET 


Only Radio Time-Buyers or Budget-Controlling Executives 


in the 72 leading agencies that in aggregate spent $38,- 


762,089 for radio advertising in 1935. 


A SIMPLE, FAIR QUESTION— 





‘Do you read 


?' 'Variety' and two other trade papers 


were named. Neither the persons asked nor the field 
workers conducting the fact-finding knew the purpose of 


the survey. 


THE FINDINGS— 
IN NEW YORK—Out of 111 designated radio 


time buyers and executives interviewed, 10! read 
'Variety,, 27 receiving it in their own name by 
subscription, 74 receiving it on office route list. 


IN CHICAGO — Out of 37 designated radio 


time-buyers and Executives interviewed, 37 read 
‘Variety,’ || receiving it in their own names on sub- 
scription, 26 receiving it on office route list. 











THE AGENCIES INTERVIEWED IN NEW YORK 


* NOTE—This Crossley Survey, dated Nov. 20, 1936, was mai! 
copies of full report supplied on request. 


d to trade generally. 
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Maxon 
McCann-Erickson 

J. P. Muller 

Morse International 
Neff-Rogow 
Newell-Emmett 
Pratt & Davidson 
Pediar & Ryan 
Paris & Peart 
Peck 

Frank Presbrey 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Schillin Adv. 

J. L. Sugden 

J. Walter Thompson 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson 
Young & Rubicam 


Needham, Louis & Brorby 
Neisser-Meyerhoff 

Rogers & Smith 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Stack-Goble 

J. Walter Thompson 
Young & Rubicam 


Albert-Frank-Guenther-Law Fuller & Smith & Ross 
N. W. Ayer Federal 
Anderson, Davis & Platte Fletcher & Ellis 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne Lawrence C. Gumbinner 
Benton & Bowles J. Stirling Getchell 
Biow Co. Gardner 
Blackman Hanff-Metzger 
Blackstone Advertising Agency Husband & Thomas 
Brooke, Smith & French Ralph H. Jones 
Brinkerhoff-Cornell Arthur Kudner 
Campbell-Ewald Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Cecil, Warwick & Cecil Joseph Katz 
D’Arcy Kelly, Nason & Roosevelt 
Donahue & Coe Lennen & Mitchell 
Dorland International Lord & Thomas 
William Esty Marschalk & Pratt 
Erwin-Wasey J. M. Mathes 

THE AGENCIES INTERVIEWED IN CHICAGO 
N. W. Ayer Chas. Daniel Frey 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace Hanff-Metzger 
Blackett, Sample & Hummert Henri Hurst McDonald 
Leo Burnett H. W. Kastor 
Russell C. Comer Lord & Thomas 
Erwin-Wasey McCann-Erickson 
Mitchell Faust Hays Mac Farland 
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Bonmid Radio Goes to Elaborate 
Extremes in Reporting River Floods 





Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Radio is taking its part in the 
flo... relief situation seriously, and 
despite talk that the spotlight is 


focused on themselves, a lot of the 
work being done is practical. All 
three major nets, NBC, Columbia, 
and Mutual, are spending a lot of 
money, and giving plenty of time to 
both direct relief, and to agencies 
needing money to carry on field 
work. 

Columbia’s set-up, while less elab- 
orate is intensive, with two minutes 
€ach half hour devoted to flood news, 


15-minute periods five or six times | 


a day given to the Red Cross, the 
American Legion, and other rescue 
workers, and WHAS operating 24 
hours a day directing rescue work. 
Columbia is also a part of the inter- 
city network of volunteer stations 
operating to facilitate first aid, and 
news of the flood situation. 

NBC has taken immense pains to 
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CERTIFIED 
SUCCESS STORY 


NO. 34 
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“PHILADELPHIA'S 
PIONEER VOICE"’ 
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410 Oil Burners 
Sold in One Week! 


General Utilities Corporation, 
sole Philadelphia distributor for 
Williams Oil-O-Matic Oil 
Burners, started on WIP four © 
years ago. Still on today with- | | 
out missing one week, proud of 
selling 410 oil burners through 
WIP in one week alone last 
year. THAT’S TYPICAL 
WIP ACTION! 








| has 
| bands in the evening for flood news, 
with other Mutual stations following | 


for 


maintain a full coverage of the area, 
using mobile transmi‘ters, telephone 
lines, and regular circuits; broad- 
casting from airplanes, boats, and 
rooftops, even air expressing gaso- 
line generators down to replace 
those put out of commission. Every 
field engineer from the Chicago of- 
fice, and a good many of the an- 


rect wires from Portmouth to Mil- 


WCKY 
Louisville has hac a hectic career 
|during the past few days, being on 
land off, gasoline generators coming 
from Chicago by plane, wattage cut 
|from 1,000 to 500, an! wires run up 
| the outside of the Brown hotel to the 
studios on the 15th floor. 
Useful Amateurs 
Mobile unit in Cairo, 
1|KSTP in St. Paul: 
planes flying over Memphis; Carle- 
}ton, Ky., is rebroadcasting amateur 
| stuff to great advantage, this form 
}oi communication being possible 
| where no other means can be set up. 





il., 





nouncers, are in the flood area. Di- | 


waukee cover that district, WLW and 
cover theirs and WAVE in 


feeds | 
WMC has two 





RADI 


station, with transmitter in Jeffer- 
sonville, Indiana, was flooded as 
early as Thursday (21) ard an ef- 
fort was made by Alva Smith, chief 
engineer, to put it in working order. 
He arrived there in a boat and was 
unsuccessful. The station has been 
silent since that time. 

Towns of Jeffersonville and New 
Albany, Indiana, are completely 
flooded, and most of the inhabitants 
have evacuated to points farther 
north in Indiana. 


Xansas City, Feb. 2. 

Outstanding local radio effort in 
behalf of flood stricken areas was 
made by station KMBC. Station in- 
vited talent from other station to 
appear on a three-hour KMBC show. 
All stations went for the KMBC ges- 
ture with exception of 
WDAF, which preferred to lone wolf 
it. Program of course pulled for 
contributions and got about $3,000 
while show was on the air. 

All stations devoted plenty of time 
to Red Cross announcements on their 
own. 


St. Louis, Feb. 2. 
Merle Jones, announcer for KMOX, 


| SteLouis, and crew are in flood dis- 
| trict in vicinity of Charleston, Mo., 


| where 


govt. engineers dynamited 


| levees and flooded 135,000 acres of 


Twue NBC engineers who have ama- | 


; teur stations have been assigned to 
}stay in 


homes 
work at 


their . Evanston 
operate them, rather than 
the studios. 

Mutual net has arranged broad- 
casts of flood-situation interest every 


to | 


15 minutes of the day, each station | 


WGN 
dance 


taking at least two periods. 
cancelled most of its 


suit. Mutual 
through WLW. 
All nets and stations have been 


flood stuff comes 


| broadcasting hours of programs from 
| every part of the U.S., and with all | 


the name talent they could master, 
the purpose .of raising funds, 


even cancelling commercial pro- 


grams to do so when necessary. 





Louisville, Feb. 2. 
Great credit is given the staffs of 
both WHAS and WAVE. Executives 
Credo Harris, Joe Eaton and Lee 
Coulson were on the job day and 


| night for WHAS. Announcers Fos- 


| ter Brooks, Pete Monroe, Bill Bryan, 
| Joe Wheeler, Leland Brock, and 
| technicians Bill Blanton, 
| Graft, D. C. Summerford, Carl Neil- 
| son, Karl Schmidt and others worked 
| until near exhaustion to keep the fa- 


| cilities working and speed the work 





| urday 


Emmet | 





Spieler Own Pilot 


Washington, Feb. 2. 
Arthur Godfrey, WJSV an- 
nouncer, last week accomplished 


the longest remote broadcast 
ever attempted by a Washing- 
ton transmitter when he flew 


to Memphis, via Louisville to 
put on interviews with Mem- 
phis flood refugees. 

CBS staffman cut in on short- 
wave transmitters and con- 
ducted a direct line broadcast 
from WREC, Memphis, to WJSV. 
In addition to airing talks with 
flood victims, he conducted an 
appeal for more funds for the 
Red Cross. Godfrey piloted the 
plane used on the trip, with 
Bob Asburne, manager of 
Beacon Airport, as co-pilot. 











Missouri farm land to ease pressure 
on dikes protecting Cairo, Ill, across 
river. Jones and his crew augmented 
another ground crew and early Sat- 
(30) started a network de- 


the Star’s | 


scription of flood conditions from 
boat in Mississippi river. 
which has been on scene for more 


than 12 days is broadcasting from | 


| boats in river to airplane and thence 


by short wave to St. Louis station. 


of relieving and rescuing the flood | Besides Jones and his crew U. S. 


victims. 


Marshal Fahey and Clyde Miller, 














WGRC, the George Rogers Clark | representative of Dept. of Commerce, 

















MRS. DAVID FREEDMAN. 


[\ granting to TRANSAMERICAN BROAD- 

CASTING AND TELEVISION CORPORATION 
the exclusive radio rights to the library of mate- 
rial written and compiled by the late David 
Freedman, and heretofore unpublished and un- 
produced, | feel | have put his work at the dis- 
posal and his name in the keeping of that broad- 
casting organization which is best prepared to 
perpetuate them today—through radio—and 
tomorrow—through television. 
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Uncollectible Publicity Pledges’ 








last year got hefty response. 


on a three-hour show. 


others. 


station officials. 


public doings. where admish goes 





With headache and embarrassment of last year’s flood benefits too 
fresh in mind, local stations are shunning relief programs in the pres- 
ent disaster and devoting time to other avenues of help for victims 

Major stations leaped into relief battle last year with one sumptu- 
ous show after another, trying to collect contributions for which 
donors got their names read over the air. 
Then the headaches started. 

Publicity-mad listeners, who'd kill their grandmother to get their 
monickers read over the ether, started flooding relief programs with 
money pledges. Latter would average anywhere from $10,000 to $25.000 
Final checkup usually cut the total to about 
one-tenth in actual dollars and cents, making station’s face plenty red. 

Pranksters also got in their lick, by pledging sums in the name of 
Big firms and bigwiggies often were embarrassed by meager 
amounts pledged by funsters, despite special precautions taken by 


So local outlets are confining themselves this time to broadcasting 
Red Cross appeals, airing bulletins for help, or furnishing talent for 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 


First of the long series 


to flood sufferers. 








made up KMOX’s second expedition 
to troubled territory. 

KSD, owned and operated by St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, also has been 
furnishing up-to-the-minute news, 
via air, on flood conditions, having 
sent crews to vicinity of Cairo, IL, 
in addition to reporters. 

Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

WTAM discovered it will have to 





| get some announcers with marine ex- | 


|; perience if it wants the flood area 
| in mid-Ohio covered properly. 

Tom Manning and Bromley House, 
staff announcers, were sent down to 
| Portsmouth, O., with a_ portable 
short-wave length to broadcast flood 
damages and relief work. Town was 


completely under water, so they had | 


| to hire a row-boat. 
| Then they found neither one of 
|! them knew how to run a boat. After 
blistering hands, nearly sinking the 
| scow on roof-tops, both sent out an 
|SOS for an _ experienced rower. 
‘Funny’ Porter, owner of roller rink, 
volunteered to do the dirty work but 
couldn’t get over the fact that radio 
| meggers didn’t know how to handle 
| an oar the right way. 








CINCY RELAXES 





Cincinnati, Feb. 2. 

This is bow-taking time after the 
big performance. In Cincinnati as in 
|such cities as Louisville, Nashville, 
| Knoxville, Mephis, Indianapolis, the 
stations did a swell job. Everybody 
worked terribly hard under condi- 
tions of tense and anxious crisis. 

Frank Smith, Bill Hedges, Bob 
Kennett and other Crosley chieftains 
were in downtown hotels during the 
siege to be near the studios. Dra- 
matic staff doubled to help handle 
the news bulletins, etc. Lee Mac- 
ewen was in charge of this service, 
with Bill Bailey stepping in as his 
number one boy. 

WCKY lacked regular power for 
eight days, but kept on, with some 
interruptions, under Diesel equip- 
mens loaned by International Har- 
vester. Elmer Dressman, Lee Gold- 
smith and the staff confronted ex- 
| haustion severa times. (L. B. Wilson 
has been in Miami all winter, so es- 
caped the flood). IN.S. and U.P. 
equipment moved into theatres in 
Covington during emergency con- 
tinuation. Mabel Fields, pianist, and 
Buddy Spenlen, guitarist, filled in 
between news flashes. 

WKRC, WCPO, and WSAI—in fact 





| 


; | every station in whole flood area— 


did plugging job. Cincy Post, in 
| recognition of extraordinary physical 
| strain and hours, gave all employees 
}an extra week’s salary. That in- 


| 


| cluded station WCPO. 


‘FLOOD AID UNITED 





HOSTILE PRESS-RADIO 





Charlotte, N. C.. Feb. 2. 
Flood and a resulting effort in 


the Carolinas to raise relief funds | 3 
_did something that for five years | 
| no other force has been able to do | 


| in Charlotte—put the local radio 
| stations back into the daily news- 
papers. Sheets have long had a strict 
ban against mention of their ex- 
istence. 

Press and radio were brought to- 


| gether after a long breach, to the 

extent that they co-operated in rais- 
|ing funds for the Red Cross. The 
and 
| the press front-paged the stations. 
| Too, they combined in promoting a 


| Stations mentioned the press 


big relief party at the armory. 


_ AFTER TENSION 


WSM’s Long Ordeal 


Nashville, Feb. 2. 
Station WSM is gradually getting 
back Was hooked to 
WHAS, Louisville, continuously from 





to normal. 





Sunday, Jan. 24, to 4 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan, 28. It’s probably tops in public 
service. All commercials were 


| ditched. 

Staff went through grueling ordeal 
with little sleep and sustenance taken 
on the run. Girls worked at fever 

| pitch side by side with male staff. 











This NEW brochure tells 
the COMPLETE story of 
WDRC and the RICH Con- 
necticut market it covers. 
If you have not received a 
copy, write for it at once. 





THE ADVERTISING TEST STATION 
IN THE ADVERTISING TEST CITY” 


HARTFORD,CONN.® 








wsoc 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


Located in the heart of the Caro- 
linas and covering one of the 
richest, most responsive, and— 
in short—one of the best mar- 
kets in the world. 


An NBC Affiliate 



































WANTED 


CONTINUITY, PRODUCTION MAN 
| Bto take complete charge program de- 

partment of active radio agency tt 

New York City. Applicant must be 
trained in high powered commercial 
| copy and must be capable director. 
| B Write in detail about yourself. Strict- 
| contidence observed. BOX 49, 
New York, 


est 
Variety, 
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Enjoy the Flood—Smoke a 1c Dud 





their time to rescue activities. 


’ 


you can buy for the money.... 





Rated by station reps as having the thickest skin among advertisers 
is a cigar manufacturer with national distribution who tried to buy 
time for spot announcements of his product which were to be plotted 
between emergency broadcasts for flood victims. 
that the business go to stations which were devoting practically all 


Had the cheroot roller had his way the following might have been 
a sample of the interpolation: ‘Calling the second rescue district.... 
send a boat to Main and Fourth streets....four people stranded on 


the roof....Main and Fourth streets....four people stranded on a 
roof....and don’t forget that the Flatashay Cigar is the best cigar 


Announcement offer wasn’t even considered by the reps. 


It was stipulated 








Radio Station News Men Form Assn. 
Stress Non-Union Character of Aims 


Two-day meeting was staged at 
the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., over the 
weekend, by a batch of news editors 
from radio stations and press serv- 
ices in an attempt to form a 
association for this fraternity. Group, 


after setting up a governing board 
and a rough constitution, issued a 
flock of statements denying that it 


was in any way a union. Evidently 
thought that it might be confused 
with the Newspaper Guild. 
stated that press agents and news- 
paper columnists would. not be 
cluded. 


Guiding light behind the group is 
John Van Cronkhite, WBBM, Chi- 


| United Press, treasurer. 
| also 
trade | 


Also | 


in- | 


cago, who was named prexy pro 
tem. Constitution tentatively drawn. | 


up defines the outfit’s purpose as ‘to 


‘foster developments and progress in | 


the new art of radio news writing.’ 
Some significance was attached by 
the trade to Van Cronkhite’s po- 
sition in the group, since WBBM is 
CBS-owned, and, like most CBS- 
owned stations, harps heavily on 
newscasting. Van Cronkhite denied, 
however, that he in any way repre- 
sented the web. 

Other officers of the association 
are: Kendall B. McClure, WOAI, San 
Antonio, first v.p.; H. L. McEwan, 
WLW, Cincinnati, second v.p.; Ted 


| partment, leaves on arrival of Low- | 
| man. 





Christie, Universal News radio 
editor, secretary; Willard J. Heggen. 
Exec board 
includes Dixon Stewart of 
Transradio; Johnny Johnstone, WOR. 
New York; Walter Paschall, WSB. 
Atlanta, and John Hughes, KFRC. 
San Francisco. 

Dues were arbitrarily fixed at $1 a 
year as a Starter, to attract member- 


ship. McClure, Van Cronkhite and 
Heggen came in from out-of-town 


for the meeting. 


ge — 


Lowman in. Lewis Off 


Lawrence Lowman, v-p in charge 


|of program operations at CBS, gets 


back this week from his three-week 
vacash in Trinidad, W. I. 
Bill Lewis, head of program de- 


Lewis, just back from the 
west coast, leaves for Miami for a 
fortnight. 





P. K. Ewing Buys Station 
New Orleans, Feb. 2. 

P. K. Ewing, commercial manager 
of WDSU, has purchased WGCM., 
the Gulfport and Biloxi, Mississippi, 
station. 

Fayette C. Ewing, his son, will be 
in charge. 


| 


Mutual’s Meeting 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
General meeting of mutual mem- | 


| bers is being held here today_(Tues- | 


| 


day). Serves as first get together of | 


new members of chain. Discussing 
|gerneral business plus election of 
officers. 


INSURANCE STATISTICS 


Understood present slate 


| 
will be} 
reelected for most part. 


FIRM’S RADIO JOB 


Joint Committers n Race Re- 
search has elected the research firm 
of Hooper-Holm« In » do a 
house-to-house questionnaire test in 
Hartford. The que e, hick 
the doorbell-ringer will carry, \ 
devised by the committee’s technical 
group and seeks on abi 
station coverage and listener habits. 
| Among the questions are those per- 
taining to stations brought in, the 
hours during which the sets are 


| Venuta, filed a bankruptcy 








and who is at home at the time. 


Hooper-Holmes, which outbid other 


research firms looking ‘for the job, 
has specialized in the insurance field. 
The bidders included Anderson- 
Nichols, -Inc., and Clark-Hooper. 


Reynal Winds Up Visit 


Jose Maria Reynal, visiting chief | 
announcer of Radio Belgrano, | 
Buenos Aires, sailed for home Jan. 
30 after three months in U. S. 

During his stay here he visited | 
Hollywood and Chicago and con-| 


y 


ducted special broadcasts from N. Y. | 
jand Los Angeles to Belgrano. Trip 


|primarily was to study Yankee} 
| broadcasting methods. He will do 
a special broadcast from Rio de 


Janiero before reporting at Belgrano 
around Feb. 18. 





Jules Alberti Bankrupt 


Jules Alberti, manager for Benay 
petition 
Wednesday (27) in VU. S. District 
Court in New York 

Listed liabilities at $990.51; no as- 
sets. Among creditors listed is the 
Airtone Recording Studios, $25 for 
services. 


on 


Secial Diseases, Once Unmentionable, 
Now Okay for Radio Discussion 








Rubber-Inner 





Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 2. 

A newspaper editor known in 
North Carolina as a wag, ended 
a letter to WBT with a char- 
acteristic query: 

‘Please tell me what resources 
a toothless, baldheaded man has 
hich adv er- 


against programs WwW 


tise hair tonic and tooth soap 
When a fellow has nothing to 
comb and nothing to rub, he 
ought not to be reminded of it 


4 
8) ( e! 


NBC PROGRAM ON WGN 
VIA MUTUAL LINES 


Ireene Wicker, the Kellogg Sing- 
ing Lady, siarted a bicycle act of her 
ether stint on Monday (1). and 
now shuttling NBC and 











between 


Mutual Broadcasting because of the 
wire rates to Chicago. On a renewal 
of contract for the stanza, N. W 
| Ayer, Kellogg’s agency, dropped a| 
couple of NBC midwest outlets, but 
wanted to keep WGN, Chicago. 


which is not an NBC station, for re- 
| broadcast purposes. Line price 
quoted by NBC looked a little high 
so WOR, New York, was drafted into 
sending the re-broadcast to WGN on 


{ 
| Mutual wires. 
| 
| 


Result Miss Wicker now airs 
|\from NBC at 5:30 p.m., and then 


| hops over to WOR for a re-broadcast | 
has | 


to WGN at 6:30 p.m. NBC 
given an okay for Charlie Warbur- 
ton, production man, to hike 
Miss Wicker into the Mutual 
wick. 


bali- 





Parky-Thelma Leeds to Wed 
Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


|kus, announced he 


cs 


Harry Einstein, radio’s Parkyakar- 
and Thelma 
bag film actress, will be married | 
Feb. 


| ous 


| 


| 


| inent busines 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 

Social diseases, previously unmen- 
tionable on the radio, are now the 
subject of serious discussions in vari- 
eastern communities and over 
sundry stations. Medical associa- 
tions, backed by big shots and prom- 
S men in each commun- 


itv, have united with the more lib- 
| eral clergy in cracking open the 
1 oo 
Ne Y« State De i 
this connection. Couple of yea! ! 
everal censorship incidents under- 
lined the issue Idea of mentioning 
the diseasé 


with | 


the name of 


roadcasters goosepimple 


In the case of Philadelphia the 
Record seems to have nursed the 
conservative Philadelphian mind 
with a series of Sunday feature ar- 
ticles. Now station WCAU, with its 
50,000 watts, is scheduled to start 
spreading the verboten words right 
out in public. Plain and unmistak- 
able language is promised by the 
Medical Society which will send 
speakers 3readcast at 10:30 p.m. 1s 
to avoid hitting the younger chil- 
dren First broadcast tomorrow (3). 





Visiting 





IN NEW YORK 
| E. Y. Flanagan, WSPD, Toledo. 
| Ray Bright, KTRH, Houston. 
Martin Campbell, WFAA, Dallas. 
Sol Haas, KIRO, Seattle. 
Edmund Hoffman, WMIN, Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul. 
George Bissell, WMFF, Plattsburg, 
See 
IN WASHINGTON 
Gilbert Freeman, WTAL, Tallahas- 
| see, Fla. 
Tilford Jones, KTRH, Houston. 
| J. W. Woodruff, WRDL, Columbus, 
| Ga. 
| Arthur E. Seagraves, (applicant) 
' Lewiston, Me. 














Not cnly WLW, but WLW advertisers carried on 
“through hell and high water” 










WLW advertisers cheerfully made their time avail- 
able for the mass of flood bulletins and 
official dispatches originated hy WLW. And 
we of the Nation’s Station take especial 

pride in the fact that only one sponsored 

program out of a total of 238 was cancelled 
at the advertiser's request. 
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Want Mexican Dry Blasts 


Washington, Feb. 2. 


In a formal squawk to Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull, the National In- 
stitute of Manufacturers and Dis- 
tributors asked Monday (1) that the 
State Department close the Mexican 
border to users of bootleg broadcast 
stations. 

Declaring that transmitters’ in 
Mexico are being used to ‘dissemi- 
nate political propaganda to citizens 
of the United States, and for unfair, 
if not illicit, competition with loyal 
and tax-paying business and profes- 
sional enterprise in this country,’ 
Curtis D. Cecil, institute secretary, 
squared off particularly against a 
group of dry leaders who are piping 
propaganda into the states through 
XERA. 

Dr. John R. (Goat Gland) Brink- 
ley, of Del Rio, Tex., operates the 
Mex transmitter, .XERA, Cecil 
pointed out, ‘by the use of ‘passports’ 
which they infer are issued to them 
by the United States Department of 
State.’ 

Manufacturers and Distributors, 
Inc.—whose corns are being stepped 
on by the bluenose orators—listed 
the goat gland specialist himself as 
one of the offenders using XERA, 
Miss Ethel Huber of Los Angeles, 
editor of a dry paper, ‘The National 
Voice,’ and ‘an astrologer, a patent 
medicine concern, and a purported 
real estate organization.’ 

*‘We have reference particularly to 
statements made by the ‘Rev.’ Sam 
Morris, of Del Rio, Tex.,’ Cecil added, 
‘self-styled ‘Voice of Temperence,’ 
who broadcasts thrice daily from 
Villa Acuna, Mexico, appeals for fi- 
nancial support for his purported 
campaign to restore prohibition. He 
gives his hearers to understand that 
his broadcasts are sanctioned by the 
U. S. Department of State by declar- 
ing that he ‘carries a passport to 
cross the border to and from Del 
Rio, Tex., and Villa Acuna, Mexico, 
to broadcast his program.’ 








WIND, Gary indie, 
Weed & Co. sales reps. 


has named 














DRAKE U GIVES PRIZE 


Open Contest For Original 

Radio Scripts—$50 Prize 
Des Moines, Feb. 2. 

A $50 prize contest for original 
radio dramas is under way by the 
Drake University radio department | 
of which Edwin G. Barrett is direc- 
tor. Contest is open to everyone in 
the United States. Performing length 


Holds 








of script is to be either 13 or 26] 
minutes and a signed declaration of | 
originality must accompany each |} 
manuscript. 

Judges will be Thomas Duncan, 
Iowa author, Drake faculty mem- 


bers and a ‘nationally known radio 
script writer.’ Contest closes Monday, 
March 15. 


GUEST RELATIONS DEPT. 
PERSONNEL CHANGES 





Realignment of executive staff in 
guest relations division of National 
Broadcasting Co., effective this 
week, pushed Gordon H. Mills, for- 
mer manager, up into sales depart- 
ment and lifted others all along the 
line. Charles H. Thurman, formerly 
chief aide in guest relations, now be- 
comes manager while W. G. Martin, 
formerly in charge of tour promo- 
tion, becomes Thurman’s assistant. 

Virginia Blackly, secretary to 
Mills, goes to the press relations de- 
partment, while Barbara Biermann 
becomes secretary to Thurman. 





‘March of Time’ on B.B.C. 


London, Jan. 26, 

‘March of Time’ made its first ap- 
pearance on the air this side Satur- 
day. Accomplished second-handed by 
B.B.C. through a sound track se- 
quence from the latest issued film 
reel. 

Subject chosen being the Veterans 
of Future Wars item. 





~ BARE RADIO FLOWERS 





‘Phree Comparatively New Comedians | 


Draw Ear Oil This Week 


Radio’s raritvy—new comedians— | 
appear in threes this week. meet 
tive newcomers are guesting on 
variety shows. 

Henny Youngman, better identi- 
fied with night clubs, makes an- 
other appearance on the Kate Smith 
stanza on Thursday (4). Directly 
opposite, on the NBC Red slot for 
Rudy Vallee, Fred Ardath is guest- 





ing. Used to be in vaude. On Sun- 
day (7) the RCA show uncorks a 
comedy team—David and Goliath 


(Bert Snoor and Lou Lubin), 


WOAI TO STAY 
WITH NBC ‘IF 


Hugh Halff, gen. mgr. of WOAI, 
San Antonio, has been in New York 
the past week dickering on an affili- 
ation contract with Columbia and | 


also talking things over with its pres- 
ent network alliance, NBC. Discus- 


sions at neither place has approached | 
the signature-exchange point. 

Impression at CBS is that WOAI 
will play along with NBC if the 
latter web will guarantee the station 
exclusive local clearance of both red 
and blue commercials. Under such 
circumstances WOAI would get 32 
or 33 hours of network business, 
while the best that Columbia can 
make it at the present time is 22 
hours a week. 

Columbia is leery about trying to 
work out a leasing or partnership 
deal on WOAIT, fearing that any such 
proposition might get a reception 
similar to that received from the 
Federal Communications Commission 
when CBS tried to buy the station. 
An examiner’s report attacked the 
financial implications of the contract 
and recommended that the transfer 
be tabooed, 

At no time during the negotiations 
with CBS did WOAI cancel its con- 
tract with NBC, which calls for a 





year’s notice from either party. 
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Experimental broadcast stations, televisi6n transmitters and certain 
other types of plants could be operated by individuals not holding govern. 
ment licenses under terms of a bili proposed in Congress Thursday (28) 
by Congressman Clarence Lea of California. 

Easing provisions of law which stipulate only holders of a license may 
operate a licensed station, Lea proposed to grant the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission the right to waive or modify these requirements at 
its discretion. The obligation would not be lifted, however, from stations 
which are required to have licensed operators under international agree- 
ment, stations where licensed personnel is required for safety purposes, 
regular broadcast transmitters, and stations operated as common carriers 
on frequencies under 30,000 kc. 

The measure would be most beneficial to police departments. airlines 
and similar station owners which would be able to use personnel with ut 
tickets. 


Contacteers in the New York office of Lord & Thomas were grimacing 
last week at the effect that a story out of Hollywood was having on the 
bargaining tendencies of concert and stage names in the east. Story had 
told of film stars collecting $5,000 for lending their testimonial talent 
Lucky Strike on the air and in print. 

Before the appearance of the story the L & T testimony gatherers on 
the New York end had been tieing up the operatic and legit figures at 
between a grand and $1,200 a throw and finding ’em glad to get it. Read- 
ing about the five-grand payoffs cast a different glow on the possibilities 
and the agency men, on making their subsequent approaches, have had to 
encounter clippings and remarks to the effect that if the cig account could 
afford to make it $5,000 per testimonial on the Coast there shouldn’t be 
any objection to coming somewhere within reach of that figure in the east. 


to 


Campaign to divorce broadcasting and newspaper publishing got under 
way in earnest last week with introduction of legislation which 
prohibit any interlocking between radio and the press. 

With Senator Burton K. Wheeler still waiting for an option from the 
Federal Communications Commission on the subject, Congressman Otha 
D. Wearin of Iowa took the lead by proposing an amendment to the Com- 
munications Act ‘designed to prohibit unified and monopolistic’ control of 
broadcasting facilities and printed publications.’ Measure would force all 
present license-holding newspapers to surrender their properties on ex- 
piration of existing franchises. 


would 


Capper Publications own stations WIBW, Topeka, and KCKN, Kansas 
City, Kan. both donate a quarter hour a month to Governor Huxman of 
Kansas to be used for ‘fireside chats... Huxman is a Democrat, Capper is 
a Republican. 

However, Senator Capper has his aces backed, He takes a quarter hour 
on the stations once a week. When Capper is in Washington he waxes his 
talks to keep the odds at four to one. 





Arde Bulova, owner of WNEW and WOV and other properties, does not 
control WRAX-WPEN, Philadelphia. John Iraci, former owner of WOV, 
has asked F. C. C. for consent to acquire stock in companies owning the 
two Philly transmitters, but the application has not been acted upon in 
Washington. 





Gene Fromherz, who has taken over the spot biz at the Chi office of the 
J. Walter Thompson ad agency, billed $60,000 so far this season, against 
a total for last year of only $10,000. 
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ROBERT A. STREET. 
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Commercial Manager 
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NBC COVERS THE 








FOOD FROWN 


to keep a waiting world informed 
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,. This map shows how 
~~ NBC Microphone Crews 
covered 1800 miles of 
flooded areas along the 
Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers. On the scene from 
the very first, their swift 
and vivid accounts 
brought word from every 
section. 


t's) NBC Crew at scene 


of flood broadcast 


THREE MEN IN A BOAT .... on Main Street! NBC had 9 complete crews 
on the scenes of the flooded areas within 24 hours. Here are NBC engineers 
and commentators giving the world a first-hand eye picture of the calamity, 
the worst in our history. NBC not only carried the news, but helped in 
rescue and relief. 


incor 





HE first flood broadcast was made by 
Ey BC at Kennett, Missouri, on Januney 
20th. It was the only one that day—and the 
first of many NBC broadcasts during the 
week that followed! 

From every point, NBC Microphone 
Crews—announcers, commentators and en- 
gineers—kept a waiting world informed. 
They broadcast from ’planes . .. from boats 
in the tide-washed floods of Main Streets... 
from mobile units which often replaced the 
crippled radio transmitters in the cities of 
the affected areas. 


More than 100 Pickups from 21 Cities 
in Il States 
Over the great NBC Blue and Red Net- 


works of 116 stations sped more than 100 


broadcasts in that one week. Broadcasts . 


ranging from 10 minutes to | hour described 
conditions as they developed. American Red 
Cross appeals brought instant and generous 
response to the stricken. Crisp news sum- 
maries crackled into the air from coast to 
coast. America heard the news—NBC was 
on the scene. 





NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


4 Radio Corporation of America Service 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Kastor agency in Chicago has been 
appointed advertising reps for the 
Fahrney Medical Company, Chi. Will | 
do considerable spot ether placing. 





Chicago office of J. Walter Thomp- 
son arranging to spot Omar Flour 
‘Mother Randall's Open House’ script 
on additional stations, 11 carrying 
the program at the present time. 





General Foods would like to move 
its ‘We the People’ program from 
its present Sunday matinee spot on 
NBC to a night-time schedule. It 
has an order to that effect with the 


network, placed through Young & | 


Rubicam. 


Program is tied up with Calumet 
| Baking 
| second 


Powder, and is now 
13-week cycle. 


on its 





Wife and daughter of George R. | 


Nelson, of Leighton & Nelson agency, 


‘have been quite ill in a Schenectady 


hospital. 





yeneral Motors and the DuPont 
interests are reported to be arrang- 
ing to set up their own joint adver- 
If move goes through 
it will affect the business of at least 


tising agency. 


four agencies, with Campbell-Ewald 
‘ana’ BBD. ’& O. being tops among 
thém in amount of GM and DuPont 
billings. 





Kelly, Nason & Roosevelt has 
| changed its name to Kelly, Nason & 
,Winsten, Inc. Roosevelt, son of the 
President, was formerly a member 
lof the setup. 





Frank Dahm, formerly of WGN, 
'Chieago, has been appointed radio 
| director of Lugdin, Earle, Inc., Chi- 
| cago agency. 





Sussman, Wormser & Co., through 
Botsford. Constantine & Gardner, 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


inaugurates the S. & W. Junior News | 


NBC-Red 
quar- 


coast net- 


Thrice-weekly 


over the basic 
work Feb. 19. 
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Sales 
Corporation 


Radio 


nation-wide 


—when they selected 


- Seup3 ri 

vi 28 

Cat t2 
. al ' RA ad r > 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA W!TH STUART ALLEN 





STUDEBAKER ASSOCIATED COFFEE 


Found their judgment confirmed in the two 


States and Canada, conducted by the 


Scripps-Howard and Hearst Newspapers 





Roasters Of 
America 


Polls of the United 








day 
| Blue is the anonymous ‘Voice of the 


sponsoring a 
|} Sunday 


| San Francisco, effective Monday (1). 


jits ‘Romance of 


|clients—is staging a meet in Fort 
Stee on Saturday and Sunday (6, 











ter-hour airers will be handied by 
Caryl Coleman of the agency and 
will have Eddie Firestone, Jr., juve 
actor, Charles MacAlister, Lois Aus- 
tin and other adults, as well as 
juves. Presenting dramatized news 
for children, shows will originate in 
NBC's San Francisco studios. 








! 
| 


McKee, Albright & Ivey, formerly 
McKee & Albright, has opened a 
New York branch. 


} 
| 
| 


Fellows Medical Mfg. Co. has ap- | 


pointed the Nelson-Gilliam agency 
to handle its radio end. 


H. Sutliff Tobacco Co.’s Sports | 
Forum over KPO, San Francisco, is 
being shifted from Monday to Fri- 
nights at 6:45 p. m. PST. Ira 





| 


Forum’ on the programs, handled 
through Charles R. Stuart agency. 

Golden Nugget Sweets, Ltd., is 
weekly quarter-hour 
evening musical _ entitled | 
‘Quick Melodies’ over KGO, San | 
Francisco. Warblers Betty Kelly and 
Robert Stevens, organist Paul Car- | 
son and pianist Edna Fischer are 
used on the programs, which began 
Jan. 31. 


Wander 
Annie’ 


has 
dises 


shifted its 
KYA to 


‘Orphan 
from KFRC, 
Quarter-hour broadcasts, five nights 
weekly, were signed for one year 
through Blackett- Sample & Hum- 
mert. 


Unien Pacific Railroad will place 
Transportation’ 
transcriptions on KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, once a month for a year, start- 
ing Feb. 14. Caples of Los Angeles 


is agency. Union Pacific is also | 
using KGO, San Francisco, for a |} 


| similar series. 


William Diener, formerly prexy | 
of Diener & Burleigh firm, Chicago, 
now with the George Hartman & | 
Co. (formerly known as J. L. Sug. 
den agency.) 


Allied Service Agencies—an agency | 
web with members helping each 
other out in securing and servicing | 


| Libby, McNeil & Libby. 
| had 





— 
—=- 





7). Louis E. Wade agency is host, 
with the following to be in attend- 
ance: Ambro agency, Cedar Rapids: 
Ralph Dalton & Associates, Troy 
(Ohio); Carr Liggett, Cleveland: Ju- 
lian J. Behr, Cincinnati; Hoffman & 
York, Milwaukee; Hugo Wagenseil 


'and Associates, Dayton; Oakleigh R., 


French, St. Louis. 





Lambert Pharmacal is trying to 


buy a half hour before or after 
either ‘First Nighter’ or ‘Grand 
Hotel’ for a program to plug the 


manufacturer’s new brand of tooth- 
powder. Both of Campna’s 
are on the NBC red (WEAF) 


shows 
link, 


‘We Are 
Chicago, 


Four’ show on 


next 


WGN, 
week to 
Previously 
ether for 


switches 
been pounding the 
Munsingwear. 


New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad is buying an early morning 
quarter-hour strip on WABC, New 
York, to plug commuter trade. Ac- 
count will use United Press bulletins. 


| Dowd & Ostreicher, of Boston, is the 


agency. Railroad has a similar news 
series on WEEI, Boston. 


International Silver, through N. W. 
Ayer, will renew the ‘Musical Cam- 
era’ stanza (Sunday, 4:30, NBC Red) 


|for 13 more weeks, and probably re- 


turn it next fall with the same cast. 
Latter includes Josef Cherniavsky 
and orchestra, with Willie Morris. 





Advertising Women of New York 
staging their 25th anni blowout at 
the Hotel Biltmore, N. Y., on 
March 19. 


GOING UP! 


KXBY advertising 
vance February 15. 

Up to 52-week contracts ac- 
cepted at old rates until that 
date. 

Join the other bandwagoners 
who are discovering that station 
KXBY gets the best results! 


THE SPORTS STATION 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 








rates ad- 

















Distinguished Company 


—7 





Albert 


"250 Radio Editors of the 
the 6th Annual World-Telegram 
favorite programs 


and voted also 


of radio entertainment,’ reports 


Alton 


he keeps. 


Jascha Heifetz 
Jose Iturbi 
Rubinoff 


Josef Hofmann 
Mischa Elman 
Fritz Kreisler 
Mischa Levitski 
Hareld Bauer 


and 


JESSE CRAWFORD 


United States and Canada cast their ballots in 
Radio 


on individuals’ 


Thanks Radio Editors for numbering me among 
these ten distinguished classical musicians . . . 
It is said that a man is judged by the company 


Spalding 


Editors Poll, 


standing in 


They ranked their 
all branches 


Cook on the World-Telegram. 


JESSE CRAWFORD 








ON TOUR 


PLAYING EITHER PIPE ORGAN 
OR HAMMOND ELECTRIC ORGAN 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
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“IT HAPPENS T00 OFTEN 
TO CALL IT LUCK” 


Just published are the two nation-wide newsparer polls of radio editors. Among 





the results, these facts about Young & Rubicam radio shows and artists are sig- 


nificant: 


JACK BENNY and FRED ALLEN were voted the 


two leading comedians on the air. 


N. Y. World-Telegram and Hearst Polls 


JACK BENNY’S JELL-O SHOW was voted No. 1 of 
all programs on the air. 


N. Y. World-Telegram Poll 


FRED ALLEN’S “TOWN HALL. TONIGHT” (for Sal 
Hepatica and Ipana) was voted No. 2 of all programs 
on the air. 


N. Y. World-Telecram Poll 


HARRY VON ZELL and DON WILSON were voted 


the two best studio announcers on the air. 


N. Y. World-Telegram and Hearst Polls 
(Note: Harry Von Zell and Don Wilson 


announce the following Young & Rubi- 
cam shows: Fred Allen. Stoopnagle and 
Budd, Phil Baker, Ed Wynn, and Jack 
Benny.) 


STOOPNAGLE and BUDD (for Minute Tapioca) 


were voted the second best comedy team on the air. 


som, Hearst Poll 


FRED ASTAIRE’S PACKARD HOUR was the only : 
new program of the season to be listed-among the fif- 3 | aa 
teen best shows on the air. ee a 


N. Y. World-Telegram Poll 
HELEN HAYES IN “BAMBI” (for Sanka Coffee) 


was voted the best night time serial on the air. 


Hearst Poll 


“WE, THE PEOPLE” (for Calumet Baking Powder) 
was voted the outstanding new program idea of 1936. 


Hearst Poll 


The New York World-Telegram Poll was conducted 
by Alton Cook. The Hearst Poll was conducted by 
Dinty Doyle of the New York American. 


YOUNG & RUBICAM, INC. - - Advertising 


NEW YORK ® CHICAGO ® DETROIT © HOLLYWOOD ® MONTREAL ® TORONTO 
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i | Outstanding Stunts: 





BASKETBALL FORMULA 


CHARITY PLEDGES 














AE WHAM, ROCHESTER 
oe 
af WHAM Charity ‘Basketball’ Idea 





Rochester, N. Y. 


in fund-raising campaign for major 
bie disaster, radio stations WHEC and 
ee WHAM demonstrated plenty of pull- 


re ing power. WHEC put on two im- 
ae promp&s programs on_ successive 
he nights with entire staff participating 


and running to 1 am. Phones and 
adding machines kept busy tabulat- 
ing the pledges. Musicians union 
furnished Sax Smith’s 1l-piece band 
and other station talent included Bob 
Hemming, Connie Gange, 
MacMillan, Morden Buck and Ken 
French. 
WHAM tabulated its pledges as a 
basketball game of the air between 
East and West high schools. Coaches 
were on hand for preliminary pep 
oh talks, whistle blew and each dollar 
bras. pledged counted as a point. Nearly 
; $3,000 pledged in two hours. 
City officials gave talks, and enter- 
tainment included Siverson’s orches- 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


| ' Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 





| up 
Joining newspapers for first time | 


Lowell | 


tra, Inez Quinn, Ken Spencer, Irene 
Gedney, Ruth Benedict, Mrs. Jack 
Malloy and General Oteri, midget. 


Lead’s ItIness Exploited 
Chicago. 

Fast one was pulled by Basil 
Loughrane, Lord & Thomas radio ex- 
ecutive, on the NBC Mary Marlin 
serial. 
of the show, has been heavily built 
around here, the housewives 
going for her in a big way. 

She fainted after a recent broad- 
casi, and the next day’s script was 
rewritten to leave her out, announce- 


ments being made that she was ill. 
On following day, the script show 
was omitted, and a period of or- 


chestra music dedicated to the star 
substituted. 


Resourceful WKBB 
Dubuque, Ia. 
Instead of mourning when 
ABC midwest network got tangled 
up and wore out, WKBB, member 
station, went to work with a 
vengeance and laid remote control 
lines all over town and now is work- 

ing local stunts to the limit. 


Daily entertainment and educa- 


| tional potpourri from Columbia col- 


| lege 


roems and 
from Clarke 


and academy class 


twice weekly features 


| college are now on the program list- 


ings. Church choirs are getting a 
heavy play and most athletic pro- 
moters have given WKBB a welcome 
nod. The latter include all inter- 


| collegiate contests held at Columbia, 
| all Senior High blowouts as well as 
the semi-monthly CYO boxing cards. 





Joan Blaine, femme topper | 
| subscribes 


the | 








RADIO 











jazz soft music panther screams, 
thunder, and cries of terror. 

This was interspersed with poetry 
and reading of ‘Love and Memory’ 
by Spanish surrealist, Salvador 
Dali. Climax was an auto crash. 
Program department credits brain- 
storm to Jim Harvey. 





Extracting the Femme Angle 
Baltimore. 

WFBR will this week debut new 
commercial tagged ‘Women’s News,’ 
and it will be just that. Elite 
laundry here is sponsor. 

Nancy Turner, femme fashion’s 
spieler of staff of WFBR, will handle 
the newscasting. She will edit 
Transradio service, which station 
to, and use only 
which deemed strictly feminine 
in interest. Periods will ride 
quarter-hour gallops each week-day 
at 9 a.m., at which time figured 
housewives will be cupping the ear. 


is 


is 





Dragonette Vaiecntine Tie-Up 
New York. 
Dragonette was chosen as 
Miss Valentine’ for 1937 
a result of a tie-up with George 


Jessica 
‘America’s 
as 


C. Whitney Co., one of largest val- |} 


entine manufacturers in this coun- 
try. Radio singer, presented with 
giant valentine, 5 by 7 feet in size. 
made by the company in recogni- 
tion of honor. 

Tie-up with Whitney 
made by H. Elliott Stuclel, 


company 
head of 


CBS exploitation division, and Helen 


Strauss, of Benton & Bowles. 


WHK’s Prairie Schooner 
Cleveland. 

Novel auto-trailer equipped a 
complete broadcasting studio is be- 
ing built for WHK, Cleveland, as a 
new pick-up program exneriment. 
Expected to be finished next month, 
trailer will have a short-wave trans- 
mitter of its own besides facilities to 
tie it un with wiring systems. Sta- 
tion will use it for educational school 


as 





stuff | 


| figuring 


Old Gold Outbids Drug 
House for WGN Baseball 


9 





Chicago, Feb. 

Baseball on WGN, Chicago Tribune 
station, will not be bought by Wal- 
green drug chain this year, accord- 
ing to present indications. 

New sponsor looks like Old Gold 
cigarettes through the Lennen & 
Mitchell agency. Understood that the 
price will be $95,000. This is con- 
siderably higher than the Walgreen 
price, but is necessary to include the 
15% commission for the agency. 


JUST DON’T BOTHER, 
SPONSOR TELLS WGBF 


Unique sponsor gesture during the 
flood made by Oyster Shell Products, 
running spot announcements through 
Husband & Thomas. Dave Evans, 
account exec, told WGBF, Evansville, 
not to bother running its spots, or 
up how many had been 





missed, 

Exec said he realized that the sta- 
tion was busy with flood stuff, so just 
send through the bills and Oyster 
Shell would pay ’em whether the an- 
nouncemeénts had gone on or not. 


‘Flying Time’ Had Enuf 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
‘Flying Time,’ kid serial, to be 
dropped by NBC on Feb. 13 after 


mforé than a year’s attempt to build 
up and sell. 
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|FREE GIVEAWAY TESTS 
















day before. 


First one was aired as 


~ lism Hits Philly | broadcasts, outdoor stunts and re-| Will replace with a new scripter, 
: eer ; Phil ‘d hi | porting in flood sections. tagged ‘Don Winslow,’ to run in con- 
Capitalizing et sony Slicit _| Carriage is built in form of an| junction with newspaper strip of 
hed. ieee croutons rai aed icity | old-time prairie schooner, followins | same name 
rive . “ras ~ = ° ws P > . ‘ s ° 
given surrealism art exhibit re-| wHK’s slosan of being town’s i Bo 
cently in New York and n0W| pioneer station pba a EN 
: here KYW aired the ‘surrealism’ P ee Rae El Ball WCAU 
programs last Friday (29) and Fri- | Dramatizes ‘Public Service’ ae eanor Dall on 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 


New York. 

























(HEARD ON NBC NETWORK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADI) ARTISTS. Ine. 
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AND 
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2nd YEAR 
MUSICAL 
DIRECTOR 


NEC 
Network 


~-unswick 
Recor? 





Corp., Sheffield, renewal of license to July 1, on 1420 
ke with 100 watts. 

Arizona: KUMA, Albert H. Schermann, Yuma, re- 
newal of license to July 1, on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Com- 
merce, Hot Springs, National Park, granted extension 
of special experimental authority to operate on 1060 
ke with 10 kw, simultaneously with WBAL, Baltimore, 
from 6 a.m, to local sunset, for the period ending 
Aug. 1: KCMC, North Mississippi Broadcasting Corp. 
Texarkana, granted renewal of license on 1420 ke with 
100 watts to July 1. 

Colorado: Southwest Broadcasting Co. La Junta, 
granted new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 
100 watts, Commission sustaining Examiner P. W. 
Seward. 

Connecticut: Hartford, granted extension of special 
authority to operate simultaneously with KRLD, 
Dallas, Tex.. on 1040 ke with 50 kw, until Aug. 1. 

District of Columbia: Eugene Meyer & Co. (doing 
business as the Washington Post), application for new 
station to be cperated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, dismissed at request of applicant. 


Florida: WTAL, Florida Capitol Broadcasters, Inc., 
granted renewal of license on 1310 ke with 100 watts 
to June 1. 

Illinois: Abraham Potkin, Chicago, application for 


new station to be operated on 1600 ke with 100 watts 
nights. 250 watts days, dismissed at request of appli- 
cant. 


Louisiana: WWL, Loyola University, New Orleans, 


| granted extension of special authority to operate un- 


limited time on 850 ke with 10 kw until Aug. 1; KWIKH, 
Shreveport, present license extended on temporary 
basis to March 1, pending action on renewal applica- 
tion, 850 ke with 10 kw. 

Nebraska: WJAG, Norfolk Daily 


News, Norfolk, 


| granted extension of authority to operate on 1060 ke 


with 1 kw, to Aug. 1 (also granted renewal of license 
on a temporary basis for the same period). 

New Jorsey: WHE!. Newark, granted renewal ol 
license on a temporary basis, subject to action by Com- 
mish on renewal application and, further, to the con- 
dition that nothing contained in the extension shall be 
construed as a finding that operation of station ‘is or 
will be in the public interest beyond the express terms 
thereof.’ 


New York: WESG,. Cornell University. Ithaca, 
granted extension of special temporary authority to 
operate on 850 ke, days, at New Orleans, La., with 
1 kw power, until Aug. 1 (also temporary license 
renewal for same period). 

North Dakota: KRMC. Roberst MacNab. Jamestown 
granted day increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

Ohio: C. A. Rowley. Ashtabula, granted new station 
to be operated on 940 ke with 250 watts. days only, 
Commish upholding Examiner John P. Bramhall. 


Oregon:—KWJJ. Portland. granted extension of spe- 
“ial tempcrary autherity to operate on 1040 ke, to 





| experimental stunt, but station; NBC has put out a promotional Rae Eleanor Ball, violiniste, will 
| claimed such response that it was led | piece showing how it covered the | be aired on a new series of semi- | 
to try another. : | flood. It’s a map of the United; weekly progs over WCAU starting 
initial sound picture was titled | States, with mikes marking the spots | tonight. She'll fiddle every Wednes- 
| ‘Love on Wheels. It used full | whence the web carried on its broad- | 4.., - ric eets : Fla os 
; | orchestra, several names, and gave | casts | day and Friday at 7.30. Heard with 
i the sound effect man plenty of At other points there are illustra- | her will be ‘Sandra, local warbler, 
' | chance to go goofy. Opened with | tions of buses, planes and pack! and Doris Havens, organist. — 
| chug of a locomotive faded into ‘transmitters. Miss Ball is the ex-vaudevillian. 
| 
' “ pe } 
| MARIO BRAGGIOTTI pig wieeey 
WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Recently Headlined at DECISIONS Aug. 1 (also temporary license renewal for same 
New period ). 
Waramoynt ‘Ventre, Washington, Feb. 2 Puerto Rico: WPRP, Julio M. Conesa, Ponce, ex- 
York, and Featured at Cor- “ha - ‘ i i tension of license on a temporary basis to March l, 
; inthian Room, Hotel Pierre Alabama: WMSD, Muscle ‘Shoals Broadcasting ; 
i ’ 


on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 
Tennessee: YSM, Nashville (auxiliary), temporary 
license extension to March 1, pending Commish action 
on renewal application for 650 ke with 50 kw. 
Texas: Voice of Marshall Association, Marshall, de- 
nied new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 


watts, specified hours, Commish upholding Examiner | 
George H. Hill; Gulf Coast Broadcasting Co., Corpus | 
Christi, Tex., granted new station to be operated on | 


1330 ke with 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, Exam- 
iner Hill sustained: Voice of Greenville, Greenville, 
application for renewal of license on 1310 ke with 15 
watts dismissed, Examiner Seward upheld; KFPM, 
new Furniture Co., Greenville, application for vol- 
untary assignment of license from Dave Ablowich. 
doing business as the New Furniture Co., to Voice of 
Greenville, Examiner Seward sustained. 


SET FOR HEARING 


California KIEM, Eureka. power boost from 5090 
watts to 1 kw; KRE, Berkeley, change frequency from 
1370 ke to 1440 ke, increase power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw at all times. 

Georgia: WSB, Atlanta, boost power from 50 kw to 
500 kw and install new equipment and_ vertical 
radiator. 


New York: WSVS. Elmer S. Pierce, Buffalo, re- 
newal of license on 1370 ke with 50 watts days. 
Pennsylvania: WSAJ, Grove City Gollege, Grove 


City, renewal of license on 
specified. 

West Virginia: WHIS, Daily Telegraph Printing Co.. 
Bluefield. night power jump from 500 watts to 1 kw; 
WCHS, Charleston Broadcasting Co., Charleston, boost 


night power from 500 watts to 1 kw. 


1310 ke with 100 watts 


Wisconsin: WKBH, La Crosse, renewal of license 
on 1380 ke with 1 kw. 
’ 
NEW PETITIONS 
Indiana: WTRC, Truth Publishing Co., Inc., Elkhart, 


change hours of operation from simultaneous daytimes. 
sharing with WLBC, Muncie, to unlimited: WBOW. 
Terre Haute. change frequency from 1310 to 1290 ke, 


power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 500 
watts nights. 1 kw days. 

Louisiana: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, voluntary assignment of license to 
WBNO, Inc. change frequency from 1200 ke to 1420 


ke. increase power from 100 watts to 100 watts nights. 
250 watts days. hours of operation from sharing with 
WJBW. New Orleans, to unlimited. 

Puerto Rico: 
tion to be operated on 830 ke with 250 watts. 

Texas: KTEM, Temple, change hours of operation 
from 100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Virginia: Arlington Radio Service, Inc., Arlington 
new station to be ~oated on 850 ke with 250 watt 
lays only. 


ON SUSTAINING SHOW 


WOR, New York, has offered a 
number of sponsors and agencies 
cuffo free offer rights to its ‘Let's 
Visit’ program in an attempt to plug 
the latter and get a story on its 
pulling power. Stanza is similar to 
the man-on-the-street idea, but in- 
stead of open air interviews, the 
mikemen take their equipment into 
people’s homes and stage a parlor 
gabfest. 

Proposition now cooked up by 
WOR allows agencies on its prospect 
list the right to stage a give-away on 
a single show. Different agency and 
sponsor will get the program on dif- 
ferent Sunday nights. First take; 
Marschalk 





& Pratt which vill 
plug a free offer next Sunday (7) 
in behalf of Domino ciggies (Larus) 


‘Marlin’ Changes Sponsors 
Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Dropping by one client on one day 
and picking up immediately by a 
new sponsor will shift ‘Mary Marlin’ 
five-a-week scripter on NBC from 
its present Klecnex sponsorship to 
Procter & Gamble on March 15. 
Blackman agency is considering a 


possible red and blue hook-up for 
the P. & G. account, which is Ivory 
in this case: also may do a repeat 


show for the West Coast. 


THE ORIGINAL 
SMOOTHIES 











WWJ, The Detroit News, 
Six Times Weekly 


Since March, 1935 
1936 Winners 
Climalene Carnival 
Popularity Contest 
NBC Red Network 








talph Perez Perry, Guayama, new sta- | 











KOOL-RALEIGH 





“THE MEADOWBROOK"” 
Cedar Grove, N. 4, 
Per. Rep.—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Mgt.—M.C.A. 





CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 


“Your Hit Parade”’ 


10 p.m., EST 
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‘Every CBS Station Mgr. a Cynic 





That’s the General Idea of Instruction Book 
—Teaches Boys to Be Tough on Statistics 





Market research department of | 
CBS today (Wednesday) is issuing a 
manual of instructions in mimeo- 
graphed form to all station managers 
as a ‘suggested outline for handling 
coincidental telephone calls.’ Web 
has in the past not been too enthusi- 
astic about this type of survey, and 
the current dope sheet is obviously 
intended to keep station managers 
from sopping up too much water in 
such ferreting out of statistics. 

Market sharks in web headquar- 


| 


| points to 


ters advise station managers that the | 


following breakdowns should 
available from any coincidental work 
they do: (1) number of homes where 
call received no response; (2) num- 


be | 


ber of homes where busy signal was | 


received: (3) number of 
where telephone service was out of 
order or disconnected; (4) number 


homes | 


of homes where respondent refused | 


info: (5) number of homes having 


no radio; 








JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.. 
WEAF - NBC 


DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WIZ - NBC 


Management 


COLU ip A ARTISTS 
BUREAU 




















STARRING 
“THE SHOW 8 ON” 


AT THE : 
WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 
Excl. Mgt. HERMAN BERNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 














LEON 


LEONARD 


And His Warner Bros. 
KFWB Orchestra 


* 
CY¥EASE and SANBORN Coffee Hour 
Sunday 8-9 P.M. E.S.T. NBC 














“Tike Musical Toast of the Southland” 


rancis, CRAIG 


N.Y. Daily Mirror 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FRANCIS 
RED NETWORK WSM 


Mondays, 11:30 p.m., CST 





(6) number of homes where | 


| after 


radio is on the bum; (7) number of 
homes where radio is not in use; (8) 
number of homes reporting radio 
listening. Latter category should be 
broken down, say the instructions, 


Pacific Pride-Pointers 
Seattle, Feb. 2. 
Two Western Washington radio 
stations held official ceremonies last 
week celebrating expansion moves. 
KRKO, in Everett, gave hallelu- 
jahs on Saturday (Jan. 30) over 
renovations costing $20,000. Two new 
studios built, one with stage for 
dramatic productions. Lee Mudgett 
is manager, 
KRSC, Seattle, raised its voice in 
thanks yesterday for brand new 
studios, transmitting tower, and 





into stations or programs reported. 


Manual goes on to show how per- | 


best be figured and 
that a large enough 
sample must be taken in order to 
get a decent set of results. Three | 
be observed here, says the | 
guide, are: 
enough? (2) is it representative? 
and (3) have biz telephone numbers 
been eliminated? 

In summing up the advantages 
and disadvantages of coincidental 
work, CBS finds that the latter pre- 
dominate. Disadvantages are given 
as follows: 
taking place at time of call; 
extending over long periods are ex- 
pensive and tend to exhaust listen- 
ers available for interviews; surveys 
are restricted to larger cities; 
cannot be obtained before 9 a.m. 
10 p.m.; 


centages can 
then cautions 


or 
phone audience can’t 


| be regarded as typical of whole au- 


dience; 
by income levels, age, sex, etc., ex- 
cept that phone ownership generally 
indicates a fairly high 


| bracket and street address serves to 


identify income level still further. 
By way of advantages, CBS ad- 
mits the following: coincidental 


| work involves no memory failures: 


results be obtained 


tively 


can in a rela- 


phone call is almost certain to reach 
cost per interview is | 


a radio home; 


lower than house-to-house _ stuff: 
questioning can easily be 
| ardized. 

CBS itself generally favors per- 


RACIE 
ARRIE 











| still 
|F.C.C.’s assistant chief tinkerer ad- | 


sonal interviews with memory recall 
aids as the best type of survey. 


‘RING SEFS TELE 





BUMPS SMOOTHED * opty 





Washington, Feb. 2. 


Solution of the chief technical 
| stumbling-block for commercial tele- 
vision is almost within sight, A. D 
Ring, assistant chief engineer of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion announced Monday (1). 

Crediting specifications set up by 
the Radio Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, 
was being made toward standardiza- 


| tion of television equipment and op- 


eration... Synchronization...between.| 


sending and receiving units is the blue (WJZ). 


principal problem holding up gue 

industry, he poigited out. © - 
‘Commercial use of television ds | 

‘just around the corner,’ the 


mitted, adding, however, that engi- 


neers and radio equipment manufac- | 


turers are on the right track. ‘Steady 
progress in experiments has enabled 
us to see the light of our goal,’ Ring 
declared. 


WHAM Appoints Reps 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 2. 
Station WHAM here has appointed 





the firm of Hollingberry & Craig as | 


national representatives. 
Norman Craig will handle 
New York rep biz with George Hol- 


lingberry holding down the Chicago | 
' fort. 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S. MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER [EARS no Heart THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soon QIN 1 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


| 

} 

} 

NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 
be 

’ 





———~ 


o pure, | 
| 

} 

11 a.m. EST 


IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
Fs COAST TO COAST 


Dir. 


BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. 


INC. 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


(1) is the sample large | 


data limited to listening | 
surveys | 


difficulty of classifying data | 


income | 


short period of time; a tele- | 


* | gramming. 


Ring said substantial progress | 


the | 


| 
| W JAAF, 


power increase. Half dozen stations 
round about fed congratulatory line 
programs to KRSC in commemora- 








OHIO REVERSE BRINGS 
WRIST SLAP FOR DOLPH 


Washington, Feb. 2. 
William Dolph, big-shot Demo- 
cratic politician and radio man, had 
his nose tweaked by the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week, when Commish Examiner 
George H. Hill advocated dismissal 








with prejudice for two new station 


tion of Manager Bob Priebe’s happy | "objecting in Ohio. 


day. 


POLLS ADD UP 
TO MEXICAN 
STANDOFF 


NBC and Columbia put their re- 
spective research departments. to 
work on the radio popularity polls 
of the New York World-Telegram 








data | 


the resulting interpretations had 
each network giving itself first place. 

NBC’s analysis of the subject made | 
much of the fact that NBC stars 
| scored lots of votes on the World- 
Tele poll. 
top comedian and best program, 
| with 325 votes, Fred Allen was next, 


| with 183 ballots, while Rudy Vallee’s 
stanza drew 118 votes 
| Crosby’s 113 votes. 


dance orchestras (Guy Lombardo), 
female pop singer (Kate Smith), op- 
eratic singer (Neison Eddy), and 
|dramatic program (Lux theatre). 
Radio eds who took part in the 
Tele’s probe also gave top billing to 
Ted Husing (sports announcer), 

Leopold Stokowski (symphonic or- 
chestra), Yascha Heifetz (instrumen- 
and Boake Carter (com- 
mentator ). 

N. Y. American’s poll, conducted 
| by its radio ed, Dinty Doyle, found 
the Hearst scribblers rating ‘We, the 
| People’ (Calumet Baking Powder) 
| on NBC as the sole new idea in pro- 
Same group. consider 


Burns and Allen as the No. 1 com- | 


edy team, Andre Kostelanetz (Ches- 
terfield cigarettes) as offering the 
| best all around musical show, and 
Deanna Durbin as a coming star. 
Columbia’s self-figuring gave CBS 
| 12 firsts on the Tele poll for its own 
network, four firsts for the red 


| 
| 


and the New York American, both | 
of which came out last week, and | 


Jack Benny came in as | 


and Bing | 
But to CBS the | 
stand- | Telegram accorded firsties as _ to| 


| Feb. 7. 
| atre 


| (WEAF) link and three firsts for the | 


When it comes to 
| Do¥le’s findings, CBS altets itself 14 
| firsts, the red, seven firsts and the 
blu®, five“firsts. 





| Smith Steps Ahead 


Omaha, Feb. 2. 

Emerson Smith has left the Omaha 

studios of the Central States Broad- 
| casting Co. 

manager of WOMT at Manitowoc, 
| Wisconsin. Past three years Smith 
| has been an announcer and news- 
caster for both KOIL and KFAB, 
both in Lincoln and Omaha. Mrs. 
| Smith joins her husband in Wiscon- 
sin later in February. 

Departure of Smith makes way for 
Phil 
Allen who has been writing conti- 
| nuity 


|} some part time announcing by 


Expected that Allen 
| full time announcer when a new 
writer takes over script work. 

Norval Schneringer is new mem- 
| ber of News Bureau. Comes to 
KOIL-KFAB-KFOR from a copy- 
writer’s desk at Buchanan Thomas 
agency here. 


will become 





Philco’s All-Girl Show 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 2. 


| Johnny McAllister (‘Philco Phil’) 
|has been replaced on the WBT 
schedule by a new program titled 


‘Philco Morning Melodies,’ 

is composed of Jane Bartlett, violin- 

| ist and soloist; Marie Davenport, or- 

| ganist, and Martha Dulin, announcer. 
It is an all-girl show. 

Philco has had McAllister 

air regularly for two years 


on the 





Norman Scene: Joins . WGN 
Chicago, Fe 2. 
sales manager fol 
has resigned, effective Feb. 
15, to join the sales force of WGN. 
Bo es has been with WAAF for 


Norman Boggs, 


| the past five years. 





to become commercial | 


for KOIL past six months. | 


Objecting to Dolph’s tactics in at- 
fo to pull out of a hearing 
which had been set on his requests, 
Hill refused to contenance a motion 
to dismiss the applications without 
prejudice, introduced by Dolph’s at- 
torney. 

Filed under the name of United 
States Broadcasting Co., the two 
pleas were designed to upset the 
plans of Continental Broadcasting Co. 
—Scripps-Howard group—for new 
stations at Toledo and Columbus. A 
daytime smallie to be operated on 
1200 kilocycles was requested by 
Dolph for Toledo, and a second 100- 
| watter, operating on 1310 kc. with 
unlimited hours, was asked for Co- 
lumbus. 

Continental’s failure to draw a 
favorable examiner’s report on its 
| Ohio applications was given as the 








| reason for United States Broadcast- 
ing Co’s desire to withdraw from the 
field. Facilities asked by Scripps- 
| Howard, and duplicated in the Dolph 
| applications, were not available, ex- 
| aminers said. 





| 
| WOQXR, N. Y., Ups Rates 


Station WQXR, N. Y.’s high fidelity 
outlet, will up its rates about 65% 
starting Feb. 15. Experimental rates, 
instituted when station first went 
commercial about six months ago, 
are unable to carry the overhead 
load now. 

Station is now on the air nine 
hours daily and 13 hours on Sun- 
days, increased from original four. 
| Basic rate will be $250 per hour as 
compared to old rate of $150. 

Station has recently added a sports 
and straight news program. 


KYA, Frisco’s Music 


San Francisco, Feb. 2. 
New 
cal Hearst station, will be Walter 
Rudolph. He succeeds Cy Trobbe 
Rudolph, at one time a the- 
musician, was formerly at 
KTAB (now KSFO), where he was 
associated with Bob Roberts, re- 
cently appointed manager of KYA. 
Under Rudolph the KYA ork will 
do less concert music and more pop 
numbers than heretofore. Eight mu- 
sicians will be on a one-hour daily 
basis and 12 on a two-hour scale. 
KYA has been given a_ special 
classification in network rates by the 
local musicians’ union because it is 
using more men than required. 





Benavie Joins Jam Handy 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Samuel Benavie, musical director 
at WJR, this week joins the Jam 
Handy Picture Co. as head of the 
only staff of writers and music ar- 
rangers in the commercial film field. 

He'll double between new position 
and work at WJR. 





Sleepy Hollow Gang on WCAU 
Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 
; Sleepy Hollow Gang is now airing 
its program twice daily on WCAU. 
Heard first at 8.30 a. m., it is re- 


| peated at 4 p. m. 


which act | 


Gang consists of Newman family, 
Murray Sisters and announcer Mort 
Lawrence. 





Musical director at KYA, lo- | 





—_——s 


Pacific Coast Radio Notes 


Walter Cassell, eastern radio 
warbler, being tested for pictures at 
Warners. 





Harry Hall now chief barker at 
KFWB (Hollywood), .taking over 
from Cliff Howell, who adorns Bill 
Ray’s production staff. 





Victor McLaglen has the guest 
spot on Hollywood hotel Feb. 12, 
He'll do a bit from ‘Sea Devils.’ 





Hugh Barrett Dobbs has revived 
his Ship of Joy broadcasts for the 
California Radio System, with the 
weekly shows originating at KYA 


San Francisco, whose sustaining 
talent he uses. 

Pat Bishop handlitg the news 
broadcasts on KF1-KECA (Los An- 
geles) for Jose Rodriguez. 

Charlie Hamp doing the ‘Early 


Bird’ show six times a week for 
Drug Trades on KF1 (Los Angeles), 





Bill Paley, Columbia prez, ducking 
Coast trade press on pretext that he 
is ‘resting’ and not in a ‘newsy 
mood.’ 

Dean Maddox (Buddha) seeks em- 
ployment for the unemployed in a 
new sustainer billed “The Other Man’ 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 


WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. 
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iy thank you 





T H A N K S . >. . > >. > . >. . >. + . . > >. > 
Radio Editors of the United States and Canada 


I appreciate your 


and your kind votes which placed us 
in 5th position in the World-Telegram 
Radio Poll, 

Ii) regard this a double honor, consid- 

ering the fact we are only on one pro- 
gram weekly, and that we singe but one 
song on this program....In addition to this, 
the program does not reach Chicago or the 
Pacific Coast. 


again 


ED SMALLE AND HIS 7 GS 


high opinion of us 


On the PHIL BAKER Series 
for GOOD GULF GASOLINE 


CBS Every Sunday at 7:50 P.M. 
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LABOR’S PLACE 
IN 50 KW. SUN 





KANSAS CITY RATES 
IN GENERAL PUSH-UP 


Kansas City, Feb. 2. 
Radio time rates, with KMBC do- 
ing the trail breaking, have taken 
an upward slant locally. With the 








Washington, Feb. 2. 
Details of multi-station reallocation 
which would pave the way for a 
full-time, clear-channel outlet for or- 
ganized labor are under discussion 
following collapse of efforts to get 
WCFL, Chicago, to move to another 

frequency. . 
With the belligerent union faction 
refusing to back down in its crusade 
for a 50-kw station, Westinghouse has 


taken upon itself the chore of cook- | 
ing up an alternative method which | 


will clear the path for promotion of 
WCFL. Idea would require shifts by 
four stations spread from New Eng- 
land to the Pacific Coast. 

Plotted formula was under discus- 


sion this wek after Ed Nockels, gen- | 


eral manager of the Chicago labor 
transmitter, nixed a _ proposition 
which would bring about a frequency 
exchange with KYW, Philadelphia. 
Nockels declared the 1,020 frequency 
now occupied by KYW would not be 
acceptable to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and insisted 970 be rec- 
ognized as the ribbon especially re- 
served for union groups. Idea of tag- 
ging any ribbon as the property of 
any single faction is repugnant, how- 
ever, to the Commish. 


Clearing the Band 


Newest attempt.to placate the labor | 
forces would force shifts by KDKA, | 


Pittsburgh; WBZA, Springfield; WBZ, 
Boston; and KJR, Portland. If these 
transmitters took new spots on the 
dial, WCFL would remain as boss of 
the 970 roost, which currently it 
shares with KJR, both stations oper- 
ating unlimited time with 5 kw. 

In order to vacate enough space for 
WCFL to go to 50 kw, the stations 
on nearby bands would have to be 
shifted so sufficient clearance would 
be provided. Conforming to this re- 
quirement, Westinghouse is mulling 
transfer of KDKA from 980 to 990 
and WBZ-WBZA from 990 to 980, 
which wouid allow the necessary 
spacing and harmonize with Com- 
mish mileage-separation tables. It 
would also be necessary for KJR, 
which has resisted WCFL’s effort to 
jump to 50 kw, to take another as- 
signment, and the promoters have 
tossed out the idea the Portland 
transmitter might crawl into the. 
same room with the Massachusetts 
outlets, 980 kc. 

This idea would be acceptable to 
labor, according to local indications, 
but might not prove especially pleas- 
ing to KJR, which is just as anxious 
to keep its present assignment as is 
WCFL. Westinghouse group, how- 
ever, is hoping that under pressure 
any objections can be smoothed out 
and the reallocation put over in satis- 
factory manner. 





Dance Parade, nightly on WNEW, 
N. Y., from 9 p.m. until 2 o’clock in 
the morning, added Mal Hallett from 
Hotel Commodore and Abe Lyman 
from Hotel New Yorker. 


WMCA 


NEW YORK’'S 
OWN STATION 








mostly getting in each others way, 
and with the local advertising pic- 
ture generally more or less bottled 
up, each station with its own pets 
and steady clientele, the tilt looks to 
be a cinch. 

Arthur Church station, KMBC, 
got up a detailed analysis of local 
import and export, wholesale and 
retail sales and graphic charts illus- 
trating general upward trend in this 
area. Among other astonishing in- 





formation was this: that 62% of all | 
department store sales in state of 
Missouri are made in Kansas City. 


WPRO ON THE UPBEAT 


One Month of Network Service 
Starts te Change Providence 








Providence, Feb. 2. 





|'town crawling with time salesmen, | 


After a month under the new re- 
alignment of network affiliation it 
seems generally agreed that Cherry 
& Webb is now in a position to make 
WPRO stand out locally. Long con- 
sidered the most showmanly station 


Testimony He 





| 


ard on Hot Springs Sale 


Fades of KTHS Invclved — Former Local 


Broadcaster Brought in as Witness 





Hot Springs, Ark., Feb. 2. 
After hearing evidence for two 


in Providence by instinct but han-| days in the suit instituted by the 


dicapped by 
disadvantage against the other two 


stations WPRO is out in the clear 
now with CBS service. 

WEAN, Shepards’ peeper, hasn't 
changed much in the shifting and 
its about the same with WJAR, 
| which has been NBC for years. 
| Changes may not have hurt the 
others but WPRO has definitely 
benefitted. Lot more word-of- 
mouth comment now heard around 
town about station. 


|The brochure amply backgrounds 
KMBC’s rate increase which | 
amounts to 20% with discounts re- | 
}maining 5%-10%-15%. Spot an- 
| nouncement rate unchanged. 

| Station KXBY, whose new rates 


; start Feb. 15 are up from 50% to 
| 75%. Quantity discounts have also 
| been raised, being from the old 
| 5-10-15 to 10-15-20. S. Q. Noel and 
|Sam.Pickard now control KXBY. 
Third station to hike 
the Cook Paint and Varnish outlet, 
|WHB. Rates here will take on a 
125% increase sometime this month 
| 
} 


the ante is 


| with discounts remaining the same, 
| 5-10-15. 

KCKN, Capper Publication station 
on the Kansas side, 
last winter 


increased rates 
but signed most of its 


| yearly accounts previously at the 
| old rate. Consequently the bulk of 
|the accounts are in for what 


|} amounts to an increase. 


KWOS Starts Out in Life 


Kansas City, Feb. 2. 

Station KWOS, Jefferson City, 
took its maiden ether voyage Jan. 
29. Station was formerly the state- 
owned WOS located in the capitol 
building. Now owned and operated 
by the Jefferson City Herald-Trib- 
une. Pemberton Gordon is general 
manager. 

Station WHB staff talent was in- 
vited to participate on initial broad- 
cast. Commercial commitments 
stailed this but WHB lab cut a spe- 
cial wax job of its staff cavorting 
and shipped the skimmer and Nor- 








to Jeff, City to glad-hand the new 
KWOS. 





Robert Hall, Bankrupt 


Robert C. Hall, radio performer, 
giving his address as 116 Park Lane 
South, Kew Gardens, L. I., asked 
the Federal court in Brooklyn Mon- 
day (1) for permission to liquidate 
his debts by the bankruptcy route. 

Liabilities were given as $4,841. 
There were no assets listed. 





NBC Staffmen on Leave 


San Francisco, Feb. 2. 
Leaves of absence have been 
granted Ned Tollinger, producer, and 
Cliff Engle, announcer, by NEC in 
order that they may fill special com- 
mercial assignments. Tollinger will 


rolled by the Signal Oil during the 
weekly Friday night broadcasts over 
the Coast NBC-Red network. Engle 
has been signed by Owl Drug as the 
‘Voice of the Exposition’ on _ its 
‘Treasure Island’ programs which 
debut Sunday (7) over the Coast 
NBC-Red chain. 

In addition to handling the broad- 
casts, Engle will author the scripts 
in collaboration with Art Linkietter 
of the radio staff of the Golden Gate 
International Exposition. 





KJBS P.D.Q. Move 








| aight 


San Francisco, Feb. 2. 
Transmitter of KJBS will be dis- 
mantled Thursday night (4) and re- 
assembled at the station’s new loca- 
tion before 6:00 a.m. the following 
morning, when the new studios and 


offices will be ready for occupancy. | 


By permission of F.C.C. Station 
KQW in San Jose, KJBS’s sister 
station, will broadcast the KJBS all- 


vell Slater, WHB program director, | 


REGIONAL MEN 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 

Regional broadcasters group held 
another meeting here last Saturday 
| (30) and decided to continue their 
present campaign for the preserva- 
tion and betterment of regional sta- 
tions. 

Particularly the group is seeking 
|\for the Federal 
Commission to provide the maximum 
|} use of existing ether facilities and 
| frequencies. Regionals see no rea- 
}son why more stations cannot 
placed on the same frequencies as 
| long as there’s no interference from 
the additional stations. They are 
seeking the abandonment of exclu- 





of stations already on those wave- 
lengths. 


the two coasts having clear chan- 





in the far west on the same wave- 
length. 





Walter Damm, John Henry, Gene 
| Dyer, Ralph Atlass, William Hutch- 
inson, 





dio, Cleveland. 


MEET IN Cit 


Communications | 


be | 


sive classifications, and the spotting | 


of regional stations on the clear 
channel wavelengths where there | 


They object to stations on | 


nels; seeing no reason why a clear | 
station on the Atlantic coast couldn't | 
have a station on the west coast or | 


its previous network | Chamber of Commerce to cancel the 


contract for the sale of radio sta- | 


tion KTHS, Hot Springs, to Colonel 
T. H. Barton of El Dorado, Chancel- 
lor Frank Dodge Friday (29) took 
the case under advisement pending 
submission of written briefs by at- 


that in their opinion the market 
value of KTHS at the time it was 
contracted for sale to Barton on 
April 11, 1936, was around $300,000. 

Former officers and members of 
the old board of governors of the 


| chamber agreed with Barton to sell 
| him the station for $75,000 of which 


torneys for the two parties. His de- | 


cision is expected within ten days. 
Among the many witnesses intro- 


duced by the Chamber of Commerce | 


was Howard A. Shuman, commer- | 
cial manager for station KFDM, | 
Beaumont, Texas, who until a few 


months ago was manager of station 
KARK, Little Rock. Shuman testi- 


fied that at the time the station was | 
it was 


sold to Barton for $75,000 
in his opinion worth between $200,- 
000 and $300,000. Shuman was re- 


placed by Larry Meinert as KARK | 
manager last June by Colonel Bar- | 


ton when Ed Zimmerman was made 
general manager of Colonel Barton’s 
enterprises. 

Chamber of Commerce 


Add: Boys Will Be Boys 


Kansas City, Feb. 2. 
continuity chief, M. H. 


radlo 


maintains 





WHB 


week. It cost him his 
Mouse. Station’s funny-guys pre- 
sented Straight with a healthy white 


/mouse at 15-minute intervals until 
12 of the rodents had been de- 
|livered. The mice represented a 


| $3.60 investment. Straight kept them 
‘long enough to have his pic shot 
with the namesakes, then he sold 
them to a pet shop for 50c. 
Funny-guys insist he ratted so 


would be no harm to the reception | 90w it’s Rat Straight. 





WCAU Opens at 6:45 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 
WCAU began daily operation a 
half hour earlier, starting Monday 
(1). Previously opening at 7:15, air- 
|ings now begin at 6:45. Shut-down 


Among those in for the meeting | time remains at 1 a. m. and Sunday 
were John Shepard 3d, Herb Petty, | hours continue at 9 a. m. to.1 a. m. 


New schedule provides 15 minutes 
| of pop tunes at 6:45, interspersed 
‘with U. S. Department of Agricul- 
lture dope; 15 minutes of songs and 


Gene LaVelle appointed new dra- | ‘philosophy’ by Chie Martin; 15 min- 
matic director of WHK-WJAY stu- | utes with the Singing Parson and 15 


minutes of United Press news. 


(Mouse) Straight had a birthday last | 
nickname | 


$25,000 was to be paid in cash and 
ithe remainder to be paid in annual 
installments of $10,000, the sale to 
| be subject to approval of the Fed- 
| eral Communications Commis¢si0n 

Sale was repudiated last November 
24 on the grounds that the chamber 
membership had not been informed 
of the sale. Board then resigned and 
a new board inaugurated and the 
present suit filed. 





. ‘ . . 
Store’s Asst. Buyer Gets 
~ _— 
Job as Sports Spieler 
tittsburgh, Feb. 2. 
Joe Tucker has been named sports 
announcer for WWSW, succeeding 
Jack Craddock, who left radio work 
recently to go in for evangelistic 
work. Tucker has had no previous 
| radio experience, having been an as- 


| sistant buyer in a department siore 
| before he auditioned for Frank 
| Smith, station manager, along with 


200 others, and won the spot. 
WWSW has lined up broadcasts of 
Carnegie Tech basketball games and 
| hockey clashes, both pro and ama- 
|teur, at Duquesne Garden and 
Tucker’s handling them all. ‘ 


EESULTS:. 


COURT 30ST 





Let us acquaint you 





with our work 




















emcee the Carefree Carnival, bank- | 





night Ow] Program starting at mid- | 


Thursday while the local 
transmitter is off the air. 


Ed Cullen Wins a Cup 
Buffalo, Feb. 2. 


drama director for WBEN. 


iiseeeceseriieitemeenaenetinacenetietnabeameteieiaeinentemetets oneonciememennetadteaiemnia eaten aeeneneemanieminmenadentamemeniammmeeeneeimmmmmenel 

| 

| | Wuat Is THE 

| * 

| Group of Eight Stations 
Operating Simultan- 
eously from Morning to Ww 0 0 p Ww A S u 
Midnight Sign-off. ae ‘ 
WBCM : The only station in Grand 
Dominates Bay City : ee 
and Saginaw Markets. Rapids—and definitely pre- 
WFDF ferred by the large audience 
First Choice in the big in the big, rich Grande 
——_ aren. Rapids territory. 
Supreme in Lansing. ONE OF THE EIGHT BASIC STATIONS OF THE 
WIBM 
a ICHIGAN MAADIO METWORK 
area. 
ce EFFECTIVELY COVERS A TERRITORY OF OVER 
—_—— FOUR MILLION POPULATION 

i tilts te me ant ae WKZO 

ef Mike tnd deery Bile cup tc {i Aes Kuoanaee OPERATED BY 

the } est local cniitenee. | It on Py WOOD-WASH ’ & C 

| nual presentation by the Ellis Ad- cook Grand’ Rapids Kinc-TRENDLe ROADCASTING WORPORATION 

vertising Agency. Me 

| Cullen is staff announcer and Detroit (Key Station). DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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| / 

i‘. Py “THIS YEAR’S KISSES” / 

q | (The country’s next No.1 song hit!) i i 
“YOU'RE LAUGHING AT ME’ / / , 


(Berlin’s greatest ballad. Compares with All Alone”, 
“Pretty Girl Is Like A Melody” or “What'll | Do”) 


ME WARM 4 if 


(You'll like it as well as“Cheek To Cheek’’or" Top Hat’’) 
e 


J “THE GIRL ON THE POLICE 
/ GAZETTE’ (AnotherEaster Parade”) y 
“SLUMMING ON PARK Lah 
AVEN UE” (The dance hit of the season!) I. a / 
: 


“HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


He’s The Lonesomest Man In Tewn” 
(A new Berlin Rhythm tune that will sweep the country!) 


\ 













™, 





All these songs published by 
IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
a " 


a | 
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with 


ALICE FAYE - RITZ BROTHERS 
ond GEORGE BARBIER 


ALAN MOWBRAY + CORA WITHERSPOON 
STEPIN FETCHIT » SIG RUMANN 
Directed by Roy Del Ruth 


Associate Producer Gene Markey 
Music and lyrics by Irving Berlin 


eee 






Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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MUSIC 





VARIETY 





NEW AVAILABILIT 


rs ——_— + 





WB Breakdown of Radio Loop 


In the following tabulation which Warner Bros. included in a protest 
to the ASCAP directorate a breakdown was made of works performed 
from various catalogs during the past year. Analyses cover radio logs 











for four separate weeks in 1936: 
Key to Interpretation 
First column contains the availability points fixed by the Availabilits 


Committee. 


Second column contains the quantity of standard musical compositions 
used during week August 23rd to 28th. | 
Third column contains the quantity of standard musical compositions | 
used during week September 20th to 27th 
Fourth column contains the quantity of standard musical compositions | 
used during week October 25th to 3lst. 
Fifth column contains the quantity of standard musical composition: 
used during week November 16th to 2lst. 
Sixth column contains average per week. 
Publisher. — Column—- :, - 
(Aver.) 
I 2 3 4 5 6 
BERLIN 00 24 24 21 23 23 
A BC STANDARD 100 2 2 ] 3 2 
HARMS 500 102 81 8 85 89 
FE!IST 450 4] 3t é 3¢ 724 
¥ Uy 0 ? re oe se 450 25 23 23 22 2 
CHAPPRIAS 22 ccccss : ‘ oy ae 7 16 18 18 171% 
8: Ss err ‘Sidhdeen ee 19 14 17 21 17 
ie) 1.) ae léonea wae 16 12 16 11 133 
. fay |. 0.) a ee »« 429 49 38 42 25 81 
PATE ike oe ses eee pete. See 34 35 40 33 2714 
CRAWFOR D Serer or eee Se: eee 20 15 16 8 174% 
re a 350 36 34 37 34 27 
SC REECIIN So ps vec cs aeessege. aa 4 3 oa 4 33), 
AR TO ): rere. 200 24 25 24 18 2334 
NEW WORLD .. Pir ‘ 30 ii 8 5 10 812 
Schirmer and Fischer are not included in these analyses because it 
impossible to determine from the Radiolog what arrangements of non- 
copyrighted work have been used. 


PETRILLO SETS 
MEETING WITH 
RECORDERS 


—__—. 


Mills Music, Inc. has acquired the 
publishing rights to the score of 
*Love of Kisses,” Maurice Conn pro- 
duction, which Pinky Tomlin wrote. 





— +£MPO TUNES] 





Wailea and Arranged ly WILL-HUDSON 


MR.GHOST 


GOES TO 


Feb. 2. 


General meeting with the record- 


Chicago, 








Tt a Wy ing organizations which platterize in 
this town will be held here within 
the next two weeks by James C. 


Petrillo, chief of the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicians, in regard to the 
local unions ban against recordings | 
of any kind. This ban officially went | 
into effect yesterday (Feb. 1). 

As yet there has been. no direct | 
restriction of present recordings be- | 
ing made in Chicago since they are | 
all 


Now a World-Widle Swing sation i! 


ORGAN 
GRINDER’S 


contract jobs, and the Petrillo} 








ruling has exempted present con- | 
i EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS inc tracts from the ban. However, when | 
jieie? BROADWAY NEW YORK NY | current contracts expire the ban | 





Ts takes hold. 

= : : —— At the meeting, which will be held | 
around Feb. 15, Petrillo and the | 
various heads of the recorders will 
discuss ways and means for the oper- 
| ation of the union ban, plus the set- | 
ting up of rules and regulations fo1 | 
the guidance of recording organiza- 








SUMMER NIGHT 


Dubin at Their Best 
* 


Warren and 


tions in all future platter work. | 

I°LL SING YOU A hited 

Ss > SONGS , , —_ 
THOUSAND LOVE SONG New York Musicians Union pro- 
a tim eraliaes Hit! poses to ask the national executive 
ss tatty iets board of the American Federation | 
! J TOU’RE SWEL!E ' 

GEE! BUT FOURS Swe of Musicians to ban union members | 
from “SING ers LOVE SONG’ from doing musical recording in | 
A Cosmopolitan Production Hollywood and other picture studios. | 
THE LITTLE HOUSE Campaign is directed to reduce the | 


THAT LOVE BUILT amount of dubbing from phonograph 
| record and sound tracks and also to 
| YOUR EYES HAVE force film company controlled thea- 
TOLD so | tre treat with the 


ME circuits to union 





= cn the employment of musicians in | 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. the pits. 
| 1260 Sixth Ave. RCA Bldg... N. ¥. 7 | Details are contained in a story in | 
| CHARLIE WARKEN. Prof. Mer. the Gin ‘section 














Gordon & Revel’s Greatest Score ... From ‘Head Over 
Heels In Love’...A Gaumont-British Picture 


‘May | Have the Next Romance With You’ 
‘Lookin’ Around Corners for You’ 
‘There’s That Look In Your Eyes Again’ 
‘Head Over Heels In Love’ 




















| of the enue 8 


| osition 


‘is the 


MALL 
AEF Ua | 


Another Burst of 
tion as ‘Self-Perpetuating’ 
Clique Vote According to 
the Values in Points They 
Assign Themselves 


PUBS MAY 


VOTE 


Indigna- 











SAM FOX’S PROTEST 





Latest revolt to break out in the 
American Society of Composers. Au- 
thors and Pub] nas a majority 
of the small pu pledged to refrain 
from taki i part in the sched- 
uled ‘election’ of the new publishers’ 
availability committee The: in- 
urgents take the position that since 
their ballots would prove of negligible 
import in determining the fina) re- 
sults they could by noring the pro- 
ceedin: altoget project a more 
effective protest at the whole method 
of measuring ava lity, or the dol- 
lars and cents va of a publisher’s 
catalog to the Soci 

Ballots listing the nominees were 
sent to publisher members’ by 
ASCAP over the past weekend. In 
the accompanying leiter the pubs 
were asked to vote for four pubs on 
the popular-production list and 
three on the standard list. The let- 


ter also stated that it was assumed 
that the previous method of counting 
the votes would be used. Under this 
method each vote is counted at the 
value equal to the number of classi- 
fication points which stood credite 
to each publisher at the end of 1936. 
In other words, if.a pub was cred- 
| ited with 400 availability points his 
ballot would be worth 400 votes. 
Likewise, a pub who held a 
of 30 points would have 
treated as worth 30 votes. 

At a recent 
publisher 
was 


rating 
his ballot 
open meeting 
membership in ASCAP it | 
charged, and not refuted, that 


the present members of the availa | 
allotted | 


bility committee have 
among themselves ‘and control 84% 


points. Smalt 
tend that there is ngthing to 
vent this é@me avaifabilfty ! ‘teKmR- 
tee from getting together on a prop- 
to re-elect itself. However, 
(Continued on page 67) 


DREYFUS BROS. 
BUY IN MARLO 





Max and Louis Dreyfus 
over the Marlo Music Co.., 
brothers ownership of three 
publishing houses on this side of the 
Atlantic. Marlo outfit will continue 
to operate as a separate entity, 
Henry M. Spitzer, gen. mgr. of the 
Dreyfuses’ Chappell Co. of America, 
as supervisor. Third Dreyfus firm 
Crawford Music Co., which 
the brothers acquired several months 
ago. Larny Spier is operating that. 

George Marlo, 


log. moves over 


have 


music 


founder of the cata- 
to Chappell, leav- | 
ing Al Porgie as general professional 
manager. Eddie Wolpin. who with 
Marlo and Porgie revived the Marlo 


catalog on a partnership basis at 


' the end of 1936. will join Crawford's 

professional staff. All three were 
| formerly with the Warner Bros. 
' publishing 


group. 


Buddy Morris to L.A. 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris. head 


of Warner Bros.’s music publishing 
group, left Sunday (31) for Holly- 
| wood. While there he will confer 
| with Warner studio execs on forth- 


i} coming musicals: anid also look over 
the exploitation and sheet music 
LEO FEIST, inc. © 1629 BROADWAY © NEW YORK J} “uation along the Pacific coast. 
e figures on. returning to New | 
|} York Feb. 22. | 


of the 


PRR, ARTE Ht 


taken | 
giving the | 


with | 








Availability Vs. Performance 


Following, verbatim, is the table which Warner Bros. tagged Exhibit II 
and incorporated in its ASCAP brief in support of its contention that the 
availability-point grants*made by the publishers’ Availability Committee 
are radically out of line with the uses made of various catalogs: 





(Availability 
publishers, 


ratings for third quarter of 1936 of the most important 
and analysis of users of their respective catalogs during 1935 





as shown by published Ascap program listings for 1935.) 

The first column contains the availability points fixed by the Av efilafility 
Committee. 

The second column contains the quantity of musical compositions hav- 
|} ing more than 1,000 performance credits each. 
! The third column contains the quantity of musical compositions hay- 
| ing between 500 and 1,000 performance credits each. 

The fourth column contains the quantity of musical compositions hav- 


ing between 100 and 500 performance 
The fifth column contains the 


credits each. 
quantity of musical compositions having 


between 50 and 100 performance credits each. 
The sixth column contains the total quantity of musical compositions’ 
having more than 50 performance credits each during 1935. 
Publ'shers. COLUMNS — 
(Total) 
i 2 3 4 5 6 
BERLIN, IRVING, INC 500 68 26 107 67 268 
FISCHER, CARL, INC 500 17 14 193 213 437 
Arrangements of non-co}y- 
rights 31 63 396 513 1,003 
HARMS. INC. 500 158 60 262 202 682 
SCHIRMER, G., INC 500 32 27 234 230 523 
Arrangements of non-copy- 
rights 6 24 331 470 831 
PEIST, Eseaey Seeks ess 684s ewes s 450 69 42 156 109 376 
SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN ....... 450 61 25 107 56 249 
CHAPPELL & CO., INC ~ 425 43 26 118 122 309 
MARS, TRIS Bee eka. ccceawe 425 52 33 153 124 362 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. ...... 425 73 40 177 103 393 
WITMARK, M., & SONS...... 425 57 38 175 136 406 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. ewan eed 400 69 42 173 102 386 
CRAWFORD MUSIC CORP..... 350 54 26 66 57 203 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. ...... 350 54 25 117 57 253 
DONALDSON, DOUGLAS ..... 225 26 8 29 9 72 
ct ts (A i a « See ee 200 53 24 63 40 180 
A B C STANDARD 100 | ] 17 14 33 
NEW WORLD MUSIC CORP.. 30 8 4 13 12 37 
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TRACY SUING 
BRUNSWICK 
FOR $94,300 












CURRENT FAVORITES 
OF THE HEADLINERS 


‘YOU DO THE DARN’DEST 
THINGS, BABY’ 


‘UNDER YOUR SPELL” 


“Your Slightly Terrific” 
“It’s Love I’m After” 
“The Balboa” 


| A. Arthur Tracy, the “Street 


| Singer,’ filed suit in N. Y. supreme 
court Friday (29) for $94,300 which 
claims due him 
fio Corp. fas rises 










“Brunswick 


on ‘60 recor diings¢ They 


| vealed when . 
motion to have TT 
of. particulars jn” 
claims. s 
Tracy alleges that on Nov. 14, 1932, 
he made the records for Brunswick 
under a contract whereby he was to 
receive one cent a record royalty. 
He received only $3,000, he claims, | 
instead of $10,000 he was entitled to. 
In November, 1933. he entered an- 
other agreement with Brunswick and 
made 26 disks for which he was to 
receive two cents on each. He only 
got $2,700, he avers, instead of $17,- | 
300 due on the contract. 


| Brunswick in its reply states that | 
| it paid the singer $3,925 in advances | 
and that the royalties on the records | 
came to less than that amount. On| 
| these grounds they ask dismissal of 
the action. 


Al Beilin’s New Job 
Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Al Beilin, formerly with Chappell | 

here, takes over management of the | 
new Hollywood Music office locally 
Hollywood is new firm. 


Mia. 
I \41'61C CORPORATION 


JBLISHING CO., Sole Agents, 
1250 9 SIXTH AVENUE 


NEW 


Afién se 
furnish a bill 
upport ‘wt -sanly 


YORK 





| 
| 








Europe’s No. 1 
Song Sensation! 


SERENADE ¥& 


.N THE NIGHT 


Just Releaced'—England’s Latest! 


SUPPOSING 


from The Cotton Clab Parade 


COPPER COLORED GAL 


THAT'S WHAT YOU MEAN 
TO ME 


ALABAMA BARBEQUE 
DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 


Another Will Hudson Hit 
MOON I8 GRINNING 
AT M.< 








THE 

















To paraphrase the saying—“Good Things Come in 4s.” ' 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


From the Walter Wanger production, “You Only Live Once” 


SMOKE DREAMS 


From the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production, 
“After The Thin Man” 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Stowaway” 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. * 799 7th AVE. * NEW YORK 
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Jacques Abervach, Frenea Composers 
Gives Film Companies Mental hiiters 




























Music publishing circles 


the curious legal byplay which is 





ture companies and Jacques Aber- 
vach, French composer, and cur- 
rently over here as representative 
for Francois Salabert, French pub- 
lisher. One major producer, it is re- 
ported, has already made a settle- 
ment with Abervach, who under the 

























Presents 


ireatest “Gold Diggers” Score 


With Plenty of Money 
and You 


(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 
All’s Fair in Love and War 
Let’s Put Our Heads Together 
Speaking of the Weather 


From “Gold Diggers of 1937” 


Cafe Continental 


When Old Friends 
Meet Again 


European Hit 


Vienna Dreams 


Trouble Don’t 
Like Music 


* “READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


Too Marvelous 
For Words 


Justa Quiet Evening 


Sentimental and 
Melancholy 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 





are | 


watching with considerable interest | has had himself 


_—~ | to Europe. 
going on between several major pic- + 


i lief 
| writers. 
























MUSIC PRINTING « 
DIVISION OF 


THE AMERICAN 
DECALCOMANIA COMPANY 


4326 W. FIFTH AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 
quality music & title printing & engraving 
AT REASONABLE. PRICES 
Work Done By All Processes 
Estimates Furnished Without Obligation 





nom de plume of Jean de la Roche, | 
involved with the 
cuesheets of scores of film shipped 


With a New York publishing house 
acting as go-between Abervach, who | 
is a member of both, the French and | 
Italian performing rights societies | 
some years ago entered into an ar- | 
rangement with film 
panies whe! 
would be 


several com- 


his 


on 


nom de plume 


} 
the 


eby 


compositions 


used 


of studio employees to collect royal- 
ties from the two societies. Deal 
okay with Abervach until he 
und out that he wasn’t getting |} 
just share from such fees collected 
by the foreign reps for the Nev 


York publishing house. 
Legalistic Twist 


Abervach, burning at what he| 
terms tobe a rooking, has ap- 
proached these same film companies | 
in the United States with the claim | 
that he is the owner of all this mu- | 
He admits that while he 
composer of this music, as af- 
forth the cue- 
the producers have an obli- 
to him. As the cuesheet-at- | 


sic isn’t 
the 
firmatively set 
sheets, 
gation 


by 





Most Played on Air 


> 





= - 
To familiarize the trade with 
the ‘tunes ‘most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night, Jan. 24-30. 


*With Plenty Money and You 
*Goodnight My Love 
*Pennies from Heaven 
When My Dreamboat 
TNight Is Young 

Keep Me In Your Dreams 
On Little Bamboo Bridge 
Gee, But You’re Swell 
Chapel in the Moonlig 
*There’s Something in 
*Summer Night 

TIt’s De-Lovely 

*“May I Have Next Romance? 
*Gone 

Trust In Me 

*I've Got You Under My Skin 
There’s Frost on the Moon 
*This Year’s Kisses 

*Rainbow on the River 

*Easy to Love 


1 ig « 





Comes 


ht 
the Air 


*You’re Laughing at Me 

TRigin’ High 

*One Two Button Your Shoe 

*You Do the Darndest Things 
“Indicates filmusical song 


‘Indicates stage production 


song. The others are pops. 








| tested owner of the music he has not 
been 


paid the required synchroni- 
zation fees, Abervach now claims, 
and he has served notice on the film 
companies involved that he exvects 
such payment on all numbers dating | 


| as far back as 1932. 


‘Film companies find themselves on 
the horn of a dilemma. If they don’t 
pay him and try to beat him in the | 
courts they will have to admit that | 
they did something that wasn’t | 
above board, while in Europe the |} 
story would have a more serious 
repercussion. Unclaimed _ royalties 
for performances go in France into 
a public fund which is used for re- | 
purposes among composers and 
The French government, it 
is realized, would regard with dis- 
favor any American business or- 
| ganization which by some devious 
practice had obtained money 
otherwise would have gone 
| fund, 

Music publishers on this side 


to this 


ation. To them it’s a case of 
retribution. Picture 
|American pubs point out, have 
; brought it all on themselves not | 
| only by trying to avoid paying copy- 
right fees to domestic publishers 
with the added hope of building up 


ironic 
companies, the 


. | their own musical security in Holly- 


wood but in crashing the business of 
another industry by the backdoor, 





| Jack Mills has acquired 
| American rights,.to ‘Memory of a 
| Tiny Shoe,’ from Cecil Lennox and 
‘The Night Ride,” an instrumental 
number from’: Campbell-Connelly, 














both British firms. 
















IRVING -BERLIN’S GREATEST 


“ON THE AVENUE”’ 


(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 
GOT 


{ 
| 


DVE 


SCORE 


MY LOVE 


TO KEEP ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


| SLUMMING ON "PARK AVENUE | 
| HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


3 CURRENT POPULAR HITS 
I Love You From Coast to Coast 


* 
There’s Frost on the Moon 
* 
There’s a Silver Moon onthe Golden Gate | 

























_IRVING BERLIN, Inc. A 


i 


| mance,’ 
was lifted from the plaintiff's song, | 
Fox and | 
the | 





which 
| 
| thors of the infringing number. 
| 


seem | o¢ the plaintiff's claims and 
to be getting a kick out of the situ- 1¢ 1e plaintiff's claims and specifi- | 


the | 





20TH-FOX GENERALLY 


DENIES PIX SONG SUIT 


Twentieth Century-Fox Corp. filed 
answer Thursday (28) in N. Y. fed- 
eral court to the $1,000,000 
infringment by the Foreign & Do- 
mestic Music Corp., Sam Cummins, 
Societa Musicale Bixio 
Andra Bixio. Plaintiffs 
‘Midnight in Paris,’ 
Martini, also a defendant, 
20th-Fox picture, ‘Here’s 
(Jesse Lasky 


claim song 


in the 
To 
production) 


‘Passa L’Amore.’ Besides 
Martini, other defendants 
Movietone Music Corp., 
Publishing Co., 
bert Magidson, 


are 
Sam Fox 
Con Conrad and Her- 


publishers and au- 


Twentieth enters a general denial 
that Conrad and Magid- 
composed ‘Midnight in 
infringed on plaintiff's 
| piece. also want to know 
|W hether ‘Passa L’Amore’ was ever 
| copyrighted in this country. 


|cally deny 
| 
|son, who 


| Paris,’ had 
They 





SQUIRES, WHALEN QUIT CRA 


Harry Squires, band booker, and 
Frank Whalen both resigned from 
Consolidated Radio Artists this week. 
Squires was replaced by Billy Shaw, 
formerly with Mills Artists. 

Squires will resume independent 
band booking. Whalen, formerly in 
the club and hotel department of 
CRA, has left for a Florida vacash 
with no immediate plans. 








Lennie Hayton, 
Bunny Berigen have gone under the 
management of Rockwell-O’Keefe, | 
| Inc. Berigen has the ‘Saturday Night | 
| Swing Club’ program on CBS. 


| acquisition of Miller 
| all set and Charlie Miller, 


| tor 
| well, 


suit for | 


and Cesare | 
featured by Nino | 


Ro- | 


Mal Hallett and | 








House Financed by Late W. H. Woodin 





Robbins Music Corp. and Metro’s 
-Music, Inc., is 
founder- 
head of the firm, will probably go 
into the Metro studio as a music edi- 
and aranger while Will 
present professional head, will 
continue running this subsidiary as 
well as supervise its business direc- 
tion 

This makes the third 
buy-up by the Robbins-Metro combo, 
the others being the Robbins Music 
Corp. and Leo Feist, Inc., firms, 
apart from two major filmusical tie- 
ups with 20th Century Music Corp. 
(starting next August) and the 


music pub 


re: 


Rock- | 
'sideration and a contract 


cently consummated Universal Picts 
deals. 
Miller Music, heretofore publish- | 


ling much of Vincent Youmans’ 
sic, 
| and 200 unpublished compositions by 
Youmans, Gordon and Revel, Peter 
DeRose, Barry Trivers, 
liam H. Woodin (President 
velt’s first secretary of 
who had financed Miller 


Roose- 


up to $400,- 


mu- | 
owns some 175 published works 


the late Wil- | 


the treasury 


000), plus a flock of production | 
scores. 

These scores include ‘Great Day’ 
which Metro will film shortly; also 


| ‘Through the Years,’ some 1931 Zieg- 
feld Follies tunes, ‘Smiling 
‘Smiles,’: ‘Fast and Furious,’ 
of Ages,’ ‘Little Racketeer,’ 
}pop song hits as “Time 
Hands,’ ‘J’ai Deux Amours’ 
Loves Have I’), ‘Masquerade,’ 
out a Song,’ etc. 

J. T. Abeles. acting for Robbins- 
Metro, consummated the deal last 
| week which Jack Robbins and he in- 
cepted during the music publisher’s 
recent visit to N. Y. 


on My 
(Two 
‘With- 


Per usual, Jack Bregman and Abe 
|Olman, respectively general man- 





DASH AND CONNELLY 
DUE FROM ENGLAND 


London, Feb, 2. 

Irwin Dash, London music pub- 
lisher, sails from here Feb. 11 for a 
visit in U. 8, He is bringing over 
several new tunes with him for U.S. 
placement. Due to arrive in 
on Feb. 18. 

Reg Connelly, head of the Camp- 
bell-Connelly Co., and a director 
of Dash’s outfit, is also preparing 
for a trip to U. S. Not accompanying 
Dash, he will follow shortly there- 
after, 





new song material for London pub- 
lication. 

Simon Van Lier in charge of the 
sheet music division of Keith- 
Prowse, Ltd., is also due. 





Shep Fields, booked at the Harbor 
Island Casino, Wilmington, N. C., for 
Feb. 3. 





| 


Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro, 
| Bernstein & Co., left last Saturday 
(30) 
‘spend the month of February. 





Last Week's 


25 Best Sellers 





the most-played-on-the-air 


department. Song title and pu 


Chapel’ in the Moonlight 
*Goodnight My Love ........... 
*Pennies From Heaven ......... 
When My Dreamboat Comes Ho 
*Rainbow on the River ......... 
*One, Two, Button Your Shoe.. 
*With Plenty Money and You... 
+Night Is Young <i 
*There’s Something in the Air.. 
+It's De-Lovely 


*I’'ve Got You Under My Skin.. 
Serenade in the Night.......... 
IE on ws Su cee hess 

*I’m in a Dancing Mood......... 
Sweetheart, Let’s Grow ‘Old Tog 
cc, 8 8 | Seer oe 
*Who’'s Afraid of Love.......... 
Someone to Care For Me 





eh ndicates * filpusic al song. 
othe rs’ are pops. 


I Can’t Lose That Longing.......se- 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


{The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
tabulations, 


shown elsewhere in this 
blisher of the best selling 25 are 


included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 
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ve eee 06 6600600seede cctarms 
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/¥600.00% 6000660 00006 seOURIOS 
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ooeeee 600000600000000uRE 
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“ye Levsvdhandeades eh sree 
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ssaeds TV CTeCTeTCrTT 
660 0600608b000000008 COLL WOOG 
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Donaldson 


<< Je a. Se rr évcccccceswticcecessCnappell 
One in a Million ..... cece ‘ occcccccccececcoecs Holywood 
“Moonlight and Shadows ,....... oecsccseséscccccseesl AMOUS 
Summer Night oceccececerecdt oe cemMmick 

| On a-Little Bamboo Bride Pi vccedean ‘ 196600% ..-Morris 
May 1 Hawecthe Next Romance?........ces. obeceeucm aes 


The 


Faces,’ | 
‘Come 
plus such | 


N. Y./| 


Dash, while here, will also align | 


for Hollywood where he will | 


' Youmans’ Songs Notable Items of Publishing 


agers of the Robbins and Feist firms. 
will supervise the new acquisition’s 


business management 
Rockwell takes more or 
plete command. 


until 
less 


Will 
come 
Latter had a piece 


of Miller Music and receives a con- 


holdings. 


for his 





GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 


LONESOME GUITAR 


IT’S STILL 
BEING DONE 


YOU'RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 


NIGHT 


OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


IN YOUR EMBRACE 
RUMBAS 
SPIC AND SPANISH 


MY SOMBRERO 


Wis reese ere 


“* 


— 


Gintncieatlada 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—den. Prof. Mer. 





the 


“ONE IN A MILLION” 


“WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE?” 


“THE MOONLIT 
WALTZ” 
“WE’RE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN” 


Featured in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Picture— ‘One 
in a Million” 


Songs For Millions 


Sa 











rlOLLYWOOD SONGS™ 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK,NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar 








an nn 











Witmearrel 2 


Bhe Sensational Ballad 


When My 
Dream Boat 
| Comes Home 





| 

} From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 
Starring Dick Foran 
“The Singing Cowboy” 


My Little 
Buckaroo 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mer. 

















Need ee 


THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
YY WORLD 


(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD _ 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING (RADIO CITY! 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


nisms February 4 3, 1937 


HOTELS IN BOOKING BIZ 


Pa. Labor Dept. Cracking Down on ‘Scala, Berlin, Denies U.S. Acts 


|| Pa Labor Dept “ACTS, AGENTS ! 
Unlicensed Philly Agencies: | Fined COUAWKING Aren't Paid in Full, Although Red 
Tape Usually Causes Some Delay 


e —$—_______. 


VARIETY 53 

















vs 

















Feb. 2. 
A drive on unlicensed booking 

agencies is under way here by Penn- 

Department of Labor and 


Philadelphia, 


‘Mr. Holm’ 





| Inns Selling Talent for ‘Out- | 
| side’ Conventions, Private 





Baltimore, Feb. 2. 
sylvania 


a 7 Current on stage of Loew's (From Variety, Dec. 30, 1936.) Tonden. Jan. 2). 
stry > agent was fined $33.75 , " 
mg = a foc bese — Capitol, Washington, are ElI- Gatherings From Ow oa Editor Vanirry: 
~— ‘ rs Pee meek eanor Holm and her husband, Niteries—No Extra Com- NO PAYOFF IN With reference to your article of 
‘ Seals ae = r Art Jarrett. Loew publicist in 2 se heréwith 
Victor Girard, department's inves io Ca, By Ball, held eee pensation for Acts | Dec. 30, page 43, I enclose rewi 


tigator of employment agencies, is 
running the one-man crusade. In- 
cluding the seven new lieensees, he 
said only 12 of the city’s 117 bookers 
have licenses. All the others will be 


copy of a letter received from the 
Scala Berlin today, which is 
explanatory. 

I do feel that, as the representa- 
tive of the Scala Berlin in London, 


Cutting Into Agencies 


self- 
sports scribes on hand to draw 


out Miss Holm. 
Bell made a faux pas, 


wai — REICH FOR US. 


|NO SALARY PROTECTION | 


| 
reception for pair and had the | 
| 
| 
| 

















the license cost as in having a means Acts claim thet they are hired only 


forced to get the wall-decorations or Jarrett gael pe lage that these attacks, which occasion- 
will be run out of business, Girard ae to sports writers as “ neonieama N ally appear in your paper, are ab- 
declared. a Chicsae. Seb. 3 solutely unjustified. 

Bookers have been operating so mnnemmens mage, C0. & | The Scala is an extremely useful 
long without licenses and without | Growing practice of hotels to go erat date for American artists visiting 
being bothered by authorities, the | RIO HEATIN _ into the act booking business on | Europe, particularly at the present 
investigator said he has difficulty | | their own, by making acts booked | London. Dec. 21. time. when there is so little vaude- 

; convincing them they are violating | for their nite clubs and cafes also | Americans playing Germany | ville work in the United States. but 
the law. | work special clubs and convention, is | are having a bad time collect- | these untrue statements, which ap- 

Girard stated that the department FOR ANNUAL | causing a rising yelp of protest ing their salaries despite prom- pear in your paper, have the effect 
is not so interested in thé $100 which | among the performers and agents. ises made that salaries will be lof making artistes nervous about 

| 


paid in full. | playing there. If you will take the 


of regulating unscrupulous chiselers. 























with Biener’s name signed to it and 








such currency would not be avail- 


| to work in the specific nite club of Latest instances are Gipsy trouble to contact any American 
Although there is no state law which | CARNIVAI | the hotel and that they should re- | Nina, who just returned being | acts that have played this date, you 
limits what the agent may charge, | po REL | ceive additional compensation if they ! owed $1,000, which she is not | will find that they have nothing but 
the Labor Department feels that a li- | | must play in other rooms before spe- likely to get back for some | praise for the treatment received 
censed operator of an employment | ne | cial gatherings. time, and Hart and Holland, |from the management. 
agency is less likely to take advan- Hotels are buying acts on the basis dancers, who managed to col- | There is no doubt whatsoever .e« 
: tage of clients. Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 21 of 21 shows a week, and are using! lect one week’s pay for six that the salaries have all been paid 
The booker fined was Edward Bie-| Niteries hereabouts have been | these acts for only about 14 or 16) weeks’ work. 'in full, and it really is a great trib- 
ner. Girard testified before Magis-| stepping up their music and shows | shows in the nite clubs, forcing the | Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl is due to |ute to Mr. (Eddie) Duisberg that 
trate Elias Myers that Biener ran the; at a dizzy pace with Carnival ir the | performers to fill in the remainder|| open at the Scala, Berlin, Jan. he is able to arrange with the Ger- 
Variety Theatrical Enterprise. Bie-| offing. This yearly binge, which} of the contracted shows with what 1. and is ducking out on the |}man government to obtain sufficient 
ner denied connection with the or- | takes place the four days preceding | the acts call ‘benefits.’ date, claiming that his partner, currency for this purpose. Natu- 
ganization, but was fined when! ach Wednesday, is worked up to! But these special shows in the up- despite being lItaiian, is too rally should the time arrive when 
Girard produced a company contract | gradually, first indications being the | stairs private rooms are not benefits Jewish-looking. 
| 


a magazine advertisement in which 
Biener’s name appears as ‘manager.’ 

Rita Roberts, 22, hoofer-singer. 
testified that Biener got her a $25 
a week job at the local Paramount 
Grille and she paid him $5 commis- 
sion. Laski Brothers, a dance team. 
said that the agent got them en- 
gagements at the Casino and Sun 
Ray Gardens. At the former they 
got $35 a week, of which $5 went to 
Biener. and at the latter $50, of 
which the sananttislie took $10. 


RITZ BROS. N CHICAGO 
AT $5,500 PLUS SPLIT 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Ritz Brothers have pullgd out for 
Chicago to work the 
theatre beginning Feb. 5, with 
Palace, Cleveland. week following. 

Other p.a.’s may be arranged be- 
fore they return here for film work: 
Loew's is dickering for them to play 


the State, N. Y. ; 

Chi and Cleveland dates are at 
$5,500 weekly salary plus a_ per- 
centage of the gross over a stipulated 
figure. 


Tiger Claws Proske 


Los Angeles, Feb. 2 
Capt. Roman Proske, animal trainer, 
received a mangled shoulder Jan. 29 
when one of his six tigers attacked 
him during his act at the Orpheum 
theatre. Proske’s shoving a piece 
of meat at the animal and _ then 
withdrawing it rapidly. as part of his 


act, infuriated the cat. 
His assistants and stage hands 
rescued him. 


HOTEL NITERY STICKING 
Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Again the Blackstone hotel has 
changed its mind about closing the 
Mayfair Room. Will keep it going 
through to spring, anyway. 


Next week it replaces the current | 
Hugo | 


Al Kavelin orchestra 
Marianni’s band. 


with 


Louise Beavers on Tour 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


Louise Beavers has left to start 
a p.a. tour in Boston Feb. 4, then 
Jumping to the Apollo in N. Y.’s | 
Hariem to participate in a Negro 
revue. 

She'll spend eight weeks in the 


South before returning here. 


| Carnival songs around Dec. 1 


| Under 


RKO Palace | 


| early 





| Feb 
| Feb. 
funit March 5 


establishing of the most popular new 


wind-up comes this year 
and 8 in a series of street dances, 
parades of costumed Carnival clubs, 
floats, fancy dress balls and street 
battles with confetti, streamers and 
perfumed ether, which either cools 
you off or strikes you out. 
The Atlantico and Urea 
have put on the best shows of the 
vear for the preliminary hysteria. 
Jimmy Shore's direction, the 
Comets, a roller skating act: 
and Sidell and Ray Royce 


casinos 


Four 
Hacker 


' are at the Atlantico, and Masters and 


Rollins, Gaylene Sisters and the 


Hudson Wonders. also under Shure'’s | 


wing, are at the Urca. 
This year’s Carnival music is vast- 


Brazilian samba and take it back to 
rhumba-ridden patrons in the States 
they are missing a sure bet. 
Carnival songs are not born in a 
Tin Pan Alley. Their sway 
tempo are born to thumpings 
drums up in the hills back of Rio. As 
October a 


as 
| Brazilian comes down from the 
| mountains with a song in his soul 
land a straw hat as his only instru- 
ment. He goes to the discers, where 
| he pours forth his song, beating time 
on the straw lid. There it is put to 
music, orchestrated, and finally 
emerges for Carnival. possibly the 
hit song of the year. No American 


music is played during Carnival, 
attempt being booed or 
true Latin ardor. 


hissed with 


Two and three orchestras are on 
tap at all niteries. Soon as one stops 
another begins and one orchestra's 


trick is not timed to a taxi turn. The 
music goes on and on and the samba 


|; goes up and down and the morning 
of Ash Wednesday reveals a popu- 
| lace glad to be good and quiet for 


another year. 


B&K’s Chi Bookings 
Include F.C. Show: 


Chicago. Feb. 2. 


Balaban & Katz has set the Benny 
the Oriental week of 


Davis unit for 
12. with 
19 and 


Belle Baker coming 
the ‘King’s Scandals’ 
Borrah Minevitch is 
dated into the Chicago for Feb. 12. 
B & K. is also negoiiating for the 
Casino Parisien show for the Chicago 
for week of Feb. 26. 
Previous Clifford C. Fischer shows 


|from the French Casino in Chi and 


New York have gone into the RKO 
Palace here. 


| in 
Grand | 
Feb. 6, 7] 


legally 


and | 
of 


dark-skinned | 


its | 


'are planning a vaude road 
| six acts 


that sense, since the hotels are 
getting paid for this talent by the 
conventions and parties, with the 


result ‘that the hotels often make the 
total cost of the nite club show from 


these outside bookings. 
Hotels’ Answer 
have 


Acts done some squawking 
about this practice, but the hotels 
have answered ’em by saying that 


the acts are all tied for 
week anyway, 
do 30 shows regularly 
as high as 37 


21 shows a 


shows weekly. 


Whole situation has become loaded 
with the agents also 


with electricity, 
taking a hand. They claim the hotels 
cannot act as both buyer ‘and seller. 
Especially if’ they’ use musicians. 


| since the Musicians Union has strict. 
ly more pleasing to the American | [ 
| ear than that of last. and if one of 
the American teams don’t learn the | 


rules against such practice. 


Hotels which are also actirig as 


bookers have protected ‘themselves | 
by taking out a regular 
agency license and have set up a spe- 
cial office and personnel to handle 
this department. Result has been a 
sharp drop in club bookings by the 
small agents. Hotels are not even 
holding up the prices of acts, but are 
selling them for ‘outside’ dates 
whatever 
they are ahead no matter how 
the acts bring. 

Situation has become so 
smarter acts are now 
clause in all hotel contracts, 
for their appearances only 
clusively 
cafe, 


that 


and 


Par’s Mezz Steinwayist 
Teri Josefovits, pianist, opens at 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., today 
(Wednesday ), as a special attraction 


in the Music Room on the mezzanine 


floor 
hours. 


nightly for two and one-half 


while in theatres they 
, and sometimes 


for 
coin they can get, figuring 
much 


the 
insisting on aj} 
calling | 
ex- 
in the specific nite club or | 





‘VAUDFILMER FOR 


LAGUNA BEACH, CAL. 


Laguna Beach, Cal., Feb. 2. 

Lou Metzger, indie exhib in Los 
Angeles, Pasadena and San Diego, 
and Oscar Oldknow, one-time opera- 
tor 
circuit, 
1,400-seat house here. 

Theatre will be equipped with 
stage, it being planned to run vaude | 
during the summertime, bring in 
artie shows as well as class films for 
this resort, the home of many artists 
and Hollywood picture, people. 





Midget Act Sues F&M | 


For $4,500 on Contract 


Suit of Dorothy Magna against 
Fanchon & ° Marco for alleged 
breach of contract is expected to 
be heard March 1 in the Supreme 
Court of Westchester County, N. Y. 
Suit alleges that the agency failed 


| to live up to its agreement with Miss 


Magna, who acted as representative 
for Helen Magna and Irving Doug- 
las, midget team. Latter is former 
member of Pettit and Douglas act. 

One-year contract with F. & M.. 
signed June, 1936, guaranteed a 
maximum salary of $125 weekly for 
each of the two midgets for a period 


| of not less than 20 weeks. 


Act claims it received no money 
from F. & M. during the period the 
contract was in force and seeks 


judgment of $4,500 and cost of suit. 


| Lou Randell is counsel for the plain- 
tiffs. 





Mary McCormick, Chi Morris Office, 


Plan 6-Act Bill for Tank-Town Tour 


Chicago, Feb. 2 

Morris Silver, of the local William 
Morris office, and Mary McCormick 
show, 
plus Mary McCormick, to 
be called the ‘William Morris Varie- 
ties of 1937, and to play towns of 
from 15,000 to 25,000. Show title | 


| and Miss McCormick are to be given 
| equal billing. Both the Morris office 


|}and the star are interested in the 
show financially. 
Will carry six acts beside Miss 


| McCormick, 
| having 
| guarantee 

| percentage. 
| hour 


and play towns 
vaude regularly, 


of $300 per 


not 
asking a 
night, 


show for 
over 1,500 capacity, and an howr 
, and a half when doing auditoriums, 


giving two shows a night at the lJat- 


ter. Is to be strictly a vaude show, 
carrying no line. 

It will be the first show to go into 
the sticks from Chi in some time. 


| aries, 
steps as might be necessary to 


|; you gave 


of the Fox-West Coast Theatre | 
announced plans to erect a | 


| Piccadilly 
| Piccadilly Circus, 


“Londo, Déc. 21, 





~~ 


plus | ) 
Plans are to furnish | clared the agreement in 
, ‘ mSD.@D | was twice amended since 


picture houses of | 


| able for the payment of artistes’ sal- 


we would then such 
re- 
view our position in sending acts to 
play that date. 

I think it would be only fair if 
as much publicity to this 
letter as you did to the article about 
the non-payment of salaries. 

Harry Foster, 

FOSTER’S AGENCY. 


Berlin, 
Esq., 
House, 


take 


Jan. 19 


Harry Foster, 


London, W.1, 


Re: Article in Variety, page 43, 
edition) Bee.’ 30 1936. 


Refd¥ring to our telephonic con- 
versation' on the above article we 
agaifY ate'sorry to be forced to point 
out that.. Variety is misrepresent- 
ing the facts. In their report dated 
they say that ar- 
tistes have a bad time in collecting 
their salari s despite promises made 
that salaries will be paid in full. 


(Continued on page 56) <2 


THIBAULT SUED BY 
EX-AGENT; ACC’TING 


In a suit filed Friday (29) in N.Y. 
supreme court, Conrad Thibault, the 
singer, was named as defendant by 
Harry Hollander, agent, who secks 
an accounting of Thibault’s vey 
during the period from Feb. 4. 1932 
to Feb. 3, 1935. The plaintiff claims 
that under an agreement with .the 
singer he acted as Thibault’s busi- 
ness manager during that period and 
he was to receive 20% of the sing- 
er’s income from all sources. stage; 
radio, screen, etc. Not only did Thi- 
bault run out on the contract. but 
gave various performances without 
the plaintiff's consent, it is claimed. 

The agent asks the court to order 
an accounting because of the d#fi- 
culty to determine just what Thi- 
bault earned during the three vesrs 
covered by the agreement. Plain- 
tiff estimates he has than 
$7,000 coming to him. 

Thibault has entered a genera) de- 
nial to the agent’s claims. He de- 
question 
1932 and 
that he had paid the agent every- 
thing that was coming to him. De- 
fendant also alleges that Hollander 
really acted as a theatrical employ- . 
ment agent without a license and 


more 


as such has no right to sue him. ‘The 
singer asks the court to dismiss the 
suit because of insufficient facis. 





~ ree 
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MAYFAIR CASINO 


(CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

Vaudeville-type of new stage revue 
at Mayfair Casino doesn’t quite jibe 
with sumptuous atmosphere of this 
theatre-restaurant, nor with its pre- 
vious policy. It hits too low a stand- 
ard for heavy spenders who want 
flash as well as more flesh. 

Business off badly in the last fort- 
night, partly because of inept shows 
booked by Music Corp. of America. 
It’s also a reflection of garbled staff 
conditions. Too many managerial 
shifts, two many policy changes, un- 
dermined clientele’s confidence a bit. 
Charles Muehlbauer’s recent no-tip- 
ping wkaste, adding 10% to all checks, 
was as disastrous as stunt of soaking 





tables. 

So many loud kicks from waiters 
—odd to say, customers also beefed 
—that these ill-advised experiments 
were bounced out. With them went 
Duiress (Duke) Crane, a Ralph Hitz 
hotél man (who had leased spot) and 
Jack Walsh, its last manager. Orig- 
inat owners holding chattel notes 
have brought back Harry Propper, 
its founder and first proprietor, to 
straighten out difficulties. 

Propper’s straight-shooting rep is 
already building up biz. Prices be- 
ing lowered to $1.50 minimum daily, 
$2.50 week-ends, Finding name bands 
penciled in by MCA wouldn’t go 
here, Propper is soon going back to 
glorified girl and flesh frolics backed 
by medium-priced bands. That pol- 
icy clicked big during casino’s first 
season. 

Current shindig, in for only an- 
other week, may be last of its kind 
before new set-up. George Duffy's 
band is its chief asset. Local outfit 
has a wide air following, which is 
néeded by swell blues pipes of solo- 
ist, Blanche LeBow. Both good in 
smooth, youthful rhythm for dancers 
on stage. Not so hot in cueing show. 

Team of Ames and Arno are re- 
sponsible for most laughs. Girl ir 
tight gown has pair of collapsible 
les, a flair for burlesque, plus abil- 
ity to mugg. Her partner does neat 
acrobatic stuff, but her pratt-falls 
give @ banging freshness to their 
travesty of ballroom-adagio dancers. 
She winds it up by knitting when he 
whirls her on a shoulder. 

After them, another dance team 
is spotted, Fawn and Jordan, who 
do just the things that are ribbed by 


Se ee LT eR Te er POU tna PO 
= ‘ t x ees 


an extra tax on preferred ringside | 


Ames and Arno. Here’s poor judg- 
ment on somebody's part, like lead- | 
ing with your chin. And the F. & J. | 
combo take it—without stirring up | 
one hand. Just conventional glides | 
and swirls. 

Paul Olsen is a lean six-footer | 
doubling in a fast dance with a 
dummy and a Frankenstein number. | 
Novelty in latter is his horror mask | 
and grotesque costume, which gets 
femme shrieks at midnight perform- 
ance. Charlotte Van Doe uncorks 
only a fair voice; much more pleas- 
ing tap-legs. Muriel Kretlow’s line 
of twelve is a smart one that in- 
cludes some _ gocd-lookers, with 
clever costumes in a modernistic 
dance. Allen Rogers tenors for them | 
excellently. Pullen. 


CHATTERBOX 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. 
Nobody can say Gerry O'Neill, the 
William Penn hotel’s boss, isn’t in 
there trying. He knows the nut’s 
too stiff these days on the big name 
bands. and that radio’s keeping most 
of ’em in Manhattan, so he’s taken 
the bull by the horns and opened up 





|; \VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


| bination 


Shaw. 
| closes. 





the swank, usually staid Chatterbox 
to a colored crew for the first time. 


the personal 
Goodman. 

A hot, swing organization is cer- 
tainly out of the beaten path for 
the cold, formal Chatterbox, but 
there’s just enough daring and nov- 
elty in the idea to suggest a definite 
click. For one thing, Basie will 
bring the college crowd back. By 
that peculiar grapevine system com- 
mon only to the dormitories, the 
raccoon coaters were out in full 
force for the opening and it’s the 
first time in years that the kids have 
hung around the bandstand, prefer- 
ring to pass up the hoof for a ses- 
sion of sound and sight. 

Basie himself is at the piano and 
delivers keyboard fireworks, set- 
ting the pace for some of the pash- 
iest rhythm ever dished out on a 
dance floor here. If swing’s in to 
stay, Basie’s bound to be heard from 
plenty because he has what it takes 
and the radio build-up he’s destined 
to get here is going to be of end- 
less help as well. 

What's more, they’re a clean-cut 
looking crowd, and that’s always in 


discovery of Benny 








the favor of a dusky band, particu- 















After 39 Weeks at 
Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 





EDDIE LeEBARON 


With His ORCHESTRA, 


NOW 13TH WEEK 
WALDORF-ASTORIA 
HOTEL, NEW YORK 


(Sert and Empire Rooms and 
Cocktail Lounge) 


Management 
WASIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 





ularly in a spot that up until a few 


weeks ago wouldn’t . have even 
countenanced such a_ proposition. 
But Chatterbox hasn’t been faring 


so well lately and in getting Basie 
to help galvanize trade, it looks like 
| O'Neill has hit upon a winner. 

Only vocalist is James Rushing, 
big, comic-appearing 250-pounder, 
who swings it hot and lowdown and 
has a good-natured, winning per- 
sonality that should put him in solid 
with the ringsiders, 

Chatterbox has no show for Basie 
engagement, first. time since: the sgt 
reopened this fath that i® has’ be 1 
without floor entertainment. Since 
that’s so, it might.be a, good idea for 
management to let a few of the 
boys get, out on the floor for some 
jamming , half way. through the 
evening, to break up the steady 
dance sessions. 

No cover here, with a minimum of 
$1 week nights and $1.50 on Satur- 
|day. Chatterbox has a canacity of 
1800, which it hasn’t seen since Kav 
|Kyser left, but if Basie doesn’t fill 
|those vacant chairs when word gets 














j}around, nobody will. Cohen. 








| Versailles maintains a pretty steady 
It’s the Count Basie crew, first col- | » . 


ored band MCA has taken under its | 
wing, and heralded in all blurbs as | 
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Another from pictures taking a 

ing at floor shows is Wini Shaw, 

arner featured player who brought 
with her to the swanky East Side 
Versailles a load of personality and 
song-selling ability. She is a natural 
for night clubs and between pic- 
tures, if permitting, the solons of the 
floor show world might use her to 
good advantage. 

Miss Shaw, when caught here, iid 
a routine of three numbers, scoring 
smartly. She works at a mike, cus- 
tomary for everybody now except- 
ing jugglers, and they’ll be there 
soon, too. 

Two other new attractions with 
Miss Shaw on the show are Larry 
Adler and the dance team of Manya 
and Drigo, all under New Acts for 
the files. The Manya-Drigo com-| 
opens with two nicely 
executed numbers, followed by Miss 
The harmonicaist, 
He has also had some pic- 
ture experience, having been in| 
Paramount’s ‘Broadcast of 1937.’ He’s 
a very different kind of an act for | 
floor shows but strong entertain- 
ment. His ‘Bolero’ is excellent but 
may be considered a little overdone 
on the theatrics, Adler, among other 
things, sticking his fingers in the air 
so that they look like they’re aching. 
New bill has a whole gang of har- 
monicaists, headed by Borrah Mine- 
vitch, to be reviewed later. 

Changing its talent frequently, the 





patronage for whom there's fre- 
quently something new here. Place 
is one of the more inviting of the 
East Side swankeries and, aside from 
the excellent service which prevails. 
the floor show is visible from all 
points, Char. 


IRA’S SUPPER CLUB 


Miami, Jan, 29. 

Cute and cozy, this spot plays to 
carriage trade offering the ultimate 
in food and atmosphere. As for the 
show, it has name talent and seems to} 
get along okay, but doesn’t look as| 
good on the floor as it does on paper. 

Georges Metaxa, singing star of 
many legit productions as well as a 
featured player in pix, has a warm 
Latin charm that pleases, but his at- 
tempts at quippery while acting as} 
m. c. could easily be dispensed with. | 
His ad lib remarks are unfunny and 
if he’d stop chiding fellow members 
of the cast and merely announce 
each act he’d help speed up the 











show, which drags dreadfully 
throughout. 
Luba Malina, singer, is the real} 


star of the show, offering songs that | 


are different in several languages.| ine Tappen and Dick Stone, both sat- 


; : | isfactory in the customary band ac- 
works with verve and enthusiasm.| ¢ompanist manner. 


She is an exotic personality and 
Goff and Kerr do a nice harmony 
turn. The boys possess good voices 
and work straight, which helps a lot. 
Ramon and Renita seem cramped on 
the small floor but turn in a neat 
effort. 

Val Olman and his band are okay. 

Thom. 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


, (MINNE S) 

nih Minngapbiss Jan. 30. 
-‘OWith Benny Mefpftyand bis band 
the attraction, thiS“acé “‘nifery in the 
Nicollet hotel, advertised a ‘chil- 
dren's’ matineé’s Tast ;Satgrday and 
hadi’ ’erh regres 8 § t-atel p. m. It 
was a-new stunt Tot this’ town and 
pulled plenty of juvenile trade, ac- 
companied for the most part by 
mothers, or dads, or both. 

Room is a beauty, modernistic to 
the last letter and with maroon and 
gold the color motif, the latest in 
concealed lighting and _ lighting 
effects has class bulging out all over 
the place and garishness is entirely 
absent. Approximately 


for dancing. 

Since the Hitz management took 
over the hotel and 
room several months ago, spot has 
been attracting the class trade and 
doing a bang-up business, providing 
the first real Minneapolis competi- 
tion for the St. Paul Hotel Lowry, 
which, with its succession of name 
bands, had been having things 
pretty much ws own way. Meroff 
aggregation ys the third to play 
here, its predecessors having been 
Bob Crosby and Leon Belasco’s. 
During its three weeks, the Meroff 
band has been breaking all records 
for the room. 

There’s no cover charge, but a $1 
minimum week days and $1.50 for 
Saturday and holiday nights. Din- 
ners are $1.25 and upward, with 
dinner guests permitted to remain 
and dance and witness the floor 
show without additional cost. 

Meroff’s band plays sweet music 
for dancing and then goes into the 
madcap tomfoolery that featured its 
vaudeville work. Leader is a lively 
m.c. The musicians number a first- 
rate glee club of some eight mem- 
bers and the assemblage also in- 
cludes a topnotch girl and man solo 
singers and Jaclie Marshall, a really 
funny singing comedian. The band’s 
slapstick funmaking registered with 
old and young alike. 

Also along with the band is Toni 
Lamare, who makes crepe suzette 
desert to the accompaniment of the 
band. An added ‘attraction is Miss 
Suzanne, 12-year-old vocalist, pro- 
tege of Merle Potter., Journal film 
and drama editor, who sings grand 
opera and pop selections with all 
the assurance’ and poise of a vet- 





eran. Rees. 


| nique and a flock of personality, as 


Adler, | filmusicals, 


| songs, ‘De-Lovely,’ ‘Under My Skin’ 


|the Essex House also. 


NEW 


vance N 


as T 





WINI SHAW 


Songs 
8 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 


A Warner Bros. featured player 
who is fairly well known to film 
fans, Wini Shaw, is at the same time 
an excellent selection for floor show 
work. Latter, while something for 
the nitery impresarios to consider, 
also won’t hurt Miss Shaw so far as 
her screen future is concerned. She 
should pick up a goodly number of 
admirers. via the floor show route, 
either through the engagement here 
on or at other spots later on. 

Miss Shaw has a good singing tech- 


evidenced from the WB 
both blending well for 
the results that are demanded on 
fluors. At the Versailles she did three 


already 


and ‘Lady in Red,’ latter from one 
of her pix. ‘De-Lovely’ and ‘Lady 
in Red’ are 3. ore her type, but in 
going dramatic and teary on ‘Under 
My Skin’ Miss Shaw fills the bill 
satisfactorily, also. Her vivacity is a 
tremendous asset. Miss Shaw _ is 
hardly the type from whom the tears 
are expected, although she can get 
aviay with it okay. 

Again her Helenmorganesque hair- 
dress and wistfulness in the song 
salesmanship assert themselves, al- 
though Miss Shaw is a bit more 
willowy. Char, 


NAT BRANDWYNNE BAND (15) 
With Maxine Tappen, Dick Stone 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Doubling from the Essex House, 
where he provides the dance music, 
Brandwynne is on his first Broad- 
way theatre date at the Paramount. 
He has an excellent musical aggre- 
gation, but sticks to music. This 
house made up for its deficiency in 
other departments by booking — in 
three outside specialty acts. 

Brandwynne’s unfamiliarity with 
the stage and obvious nervousness 
the opening day showed up in form 
of garbled mike announcements, and 
yet the leader has a pleasant per- 
sonality which will assert itself the 
more when he acclimates himself. 
He doubles between the baton and 
piano, and on the latter he does some 
interesting solo work without at- 
tempting to take anything away from 
the band as a unit. He is Duchin- 
esque in general suggestion. 

Vocal department consists of Max- 


Both are from 
Bige. 


SEVEN LORIA BROTHERS 
Singing, Dancing 

10 Mins. 

Michigan, Det. 


HILDEGARDE 
Songs 

8 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y¥. 

When last around and that was 
when the Palace was still two-a-day 
Hildegarde was doing Dutch in a Gus 
Edwards act. Since then she has 
been in England and quite a success 
over there, and returned here re- 
cently to go on the air for several 
months. 

It’s now an altogether different 
Hildegarde, one whom few will rec- 
ognize as a familiar face, for she’s 
no longer doing Dutch, but singing 
straight. As a femme dialectitian, 
Hildegarde once looked as thouch 
she was going places. Why she made 
the change and whether she’s going 
to go farther this way, will remain 
questions. 

Hildegarde is a good looking girl 
with not so strong pipes, so she wise- 
ly. sings lullabye style. On the radio, 
where volume does not count, she 
registers. On the Par stage, even 
though using a mike, she doesn’t do 
as well as on the air. Although on 
this engagement her selection of 
numbers may have had something to 
do with it. Her encore item, a 
comedy idea with the orchestra join- 
ing in vocally in spots, was described 
by her as popular on the other side, 
but it does not seem to be a theatre 
number for this side of the pond. 

Hildegarde carries her own piano 
accompanist and at the conclusion of 
her act she introduces him to the 
audience as her ‘musical advisor.’ 
That’s something they rarely hear 
from singing singles nowadays. 


(1} 


Bige. 
PAUL FLEMING 
Magic 
Full Show 


Academy of Music, Brooklyn 

Paul Fleming is a professor of 
economics at the University of 
Pennsylvania, who satisfies an itch 
to do hocus-pocus on infrequent oc- 
casions during the college term and 
also goes on tour with a full even- 
ing’s length magic show during the 
vacation periods. 

His show here was an engagement 
for the Brooklyn Institute of Arts 
and Sciences and one in a series of 
programs with a subscription audi- 
ence. The house was a sell-out for 
the one night stand and included in 
the audience a large number of 
local quicker-than-the-eye workers, 
among them Hardeen, brother of 
Houdini; Vernon, Spencer, Frederick 
Eugene Powell, dean of American 
magicians; Ducrot, Elmer Ransom 
and others who always turn out to 


(Continued on page 59) 











Seven Loria boys, ranging from | 
our to 16 years, provide a relief from | 
the usual entertainment, to say the) 
least. They’re by no means a fin-' 
ished act, but they pack plenty of! 
appeal. | 

They’ve had some radio experience | 
on ‘Showboat,’ etc., and can handle 
their native Mexican instruments | 
well. Coupla of ’em can terp 3 mean 
rumba, and all of them can carry a 
tune both in English and Spanish 


Besides Mexican melodies, group 
also does nicely with American! 
numbers, 


Youngest member of septet, around 
four, is the real sock. Kid’s cuteness, 
warbling and rumba dancing brings 
down the house. 











t 400-seating | 
capacity leaves a fairly large floor | brero, 


opened this | ance 


Entire group is togged out in typ- | 
ical Mexican garb, including som-| 
boots, rough pants and silk| 
They range in height from | 
5 feet down to 3, and their appear- | 
is nice. Kids’ modesty is an 
added asset. Pete. 


shirts. 


JACK 
POWELL 


Appearing Nightly 
ST. REGIS HOTEL 
NEW YORK 
5TH - WEEK - 5TH 
LEDDY & SMITH 





Direction: 








WORKING? ALWAYS! 


AL. ROBERTS 


“Glorifying the American Ham” 

















DICK, DON 


Three kids, two boys and a 
anywhere. Start off in regula 


personality that projects even i 
nature. 


tangles that winds up in a 
No. 3 spot for them here was 
biggest hand of the afternoon. 





COMEDY, DANCING and ACROBATICS 


r-————WHAT “COHEN” OF ‘VARIETY’ SAID-————— 


go into the nut knockabout stuff for solid laughs. 
agile and funny, and femme, while not a looker, has a farm 


For a finish, they got themselves into one of those comic 


ano DINAH 


gal, who can hold their own 
tion hoofing fashion and then 
They're 
nan act of such an impersonal 
shoulder-to-shoulder pyramid. 


a cinch and they knocked off 


Cohen. 








OPENING LOEW’S 








(WEEK FEBRUARY 4TH) 
Direction: LEDDY & SMITH 


STATE, New York 
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Vaudeville Memories 


(PHILADELPHIA) 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





(sort of a free and easy), 


houses of years ago. 


ford. 
riety acts. 


ger’s and Kelly’s Oyster House. 


Stanley, Florence Reed, Al 


Golder, Jim Mullen (Mullen 


Kelly, Ann Pennington, Cole 


season. 
the managers. 


first stage manager to ever don 


song ran freely. 


Dumont’s and Carncross,. 





In the early 70’s there was Gilmore’s Grand Central theatre (at 
Walnut above 8th), then there was Fox’s New American (now the 
Chestnut St. Opera House), then there was the Bon Ton on 8th street 
The International Comique, Trocadero, 
Lyceum, Harts, Auditorium and National theatres were the variety 
Then came Keith’s Bijou (the second theatre 
that Keith built), Victoria, Palace, Globe, William Penn, Cross Keys, 
Forepaughs, Lubins, Keith’s Chestnut St., Girard, Nixon Grand, Fox, 
Earl, Fays (formerly the Knickerbocker), Germantown, Dixie Opera 
House, the Broadway, Alhambra, Alleghany, Keystone, Nixon, Frank- 
And not forgetting Bradenburg’s Museum which also had va- 


| 
The variety artists would stop at Mike Toller’s, Mother O’Brien, 
Flossie LaVan’s, the Hurley House, Dad Frazer’s (remember the pea- | 
nuts on the floor?), the Bingham, Zeises’, | 
Sylvania, Walton, St. James, Adelphi and the Vendig. 
The outstanding vaudeville agents of Philadelphia were Norman 
Jefferies, Bart McHugh and Buck Taylor. 
For food the gang would gather at Bassett’s and Springer’s at the 
Reading Terminal, tip the waiter a dime and get 50c. worth of food. 
Then came Horn & Hardart’s (first one to be built), Boothby’s, Kru- 


Some of the actors born in Philadelphia are the Barrymores, Bill, 
Johnny. Gordon and Rae Dooley, Lester and Allen, Tommy Harris, 
Cartmell and Harris, Ed Wynn, McDevitt, Kelly and Lucy, Frank 
Tinney, George Kelly, Al White, W. C. Fields, Needham and Kelly, 
Clarence Marks, Vaughn Comfort, Kellar Mack, Herb Williams, Stan 
Dubin, 
George Monroe, Elsie LaMont (Kraft and Lamont), 4 Schrode Bros., 
Max Arnold, Murphy and Morton, Tom Brady, Oscar Shaw, Miller 
and Mack, Jim Kelly (Kelly and Pollack), Billy Evans, Jack Nor- 
worth, Harry C. Bryant, Pierce Bros., 
(Conlin and Glass), Mosconi Bros., Florence Moore, Ward and Weber, 
Clarence Gaskill. McMahon and Chappelle, Jeanette Hackett, Lew 
and Coogan), 
Mulvey, Harry G. Richmond, Tom Phillips, Fox and Ward, Charlie 
Reynolds, Ford Sterling, Harry Fern and Frank Orth, Walter C. 
and Emerson, 
Moore, Harry Mayo (Mayo and Tally), El Brendel (Brendel and Bert), 
Florrie LaVere (Holmes and LaVere), Charlie Hill, John W. Kelly 
(The Rolling Mill Man), Joe Burke, Emmett Welsh, Edna Leedom, 
Leo Donnelly, Rose Eytinge, Grace Filkins, Laura Nelson Hall, Fran- 
cis Wilson, Hugh J. Ward, Adele Ritchie, Effie Ellsler, Lou Anger, 
Tommy Dugan, Harry and John Kernell, Billy Carroll, Suydam Bros., 
Joe Mitchell and Fitzgerald and Kelly. 

A vaudeville act could work in and around Philadelphia for a whele 
Mr. Jordan of Keiths and Joe Dougherty were the deans of 
Charlie Fleishman at Keith’s Chestnut St. was the 


scenery or props—he was the first of the ‘directors.’ 

And don’t forget when you thought everything was ‘dead’ on a 
Sunday—there were hundreds of ‘clubs’ running where beer and 
One of the really great vaudeville show towns of 
the country and the only city to have a permanent minstrel show— 
(They contributed many variety acts.) 





Carlavan’s, Irving House, 





Frank Dumont, Bobby Heath, 


Ed Morton, Jimmy Conlin 


Margie Cassidy, Lizie 


Margie Coates, Tom 


evening clothes and not handle 








‘Cay Boy Rev ’ Female Impersonators 
Act, Rescued in Louisville Floods 





Louisville, Feb. 2. 

One of the parties of refugees 
which evacuated the Louisville hotel 
was the ‘Gay Boy Revue,’ a com- 
pany of femme impersonators, under 
the management of Fay Norman. 
Variety’s correspondent here, who is 
stationed at a refugee depot for the 
purpose of transferring sufferers to 
points of safety in the state, no- 
ticed the group crowded in. a cor- 
ner of the building. 

The manager, Fay Norman, ad- 
vised that the company had been 
ordered to evacuate the hotel, where 
they had been playing for the past 
nine weeks at the Club Paddock. All 
were furnished coffee and soup, and 
buses were procured and ‘hey were 
transported to Elizabethtown, Ky., 
from which point they had an op- 
portunity to board buses or trains for 
northern or eastern points. Miss Nor- 
man expressed her great apprecia- 
tion of the wonderful spirit of the 
local people, who had done every- 
thing possible to care for her com- 
pany and arrange for their transpor- 
tation to points of safety. They had 


been without food or heat for three | 


days. 





Posner’s Unit Revamped 


For B’klyn Reopening 


Lee Posner’s Harlemania unit, re- 


> 








cast, with the columnist as m.c., is | 
set for a return at the Folly, Brook- | 


lyn, March 1. Gil Boag is now as- 
sociated with the colored revue. 


Company of 40 has Buddy Logan's | 


nd as musical basis; otherwise it’s 
almost all new talent dug up by 
Posner in Harlem. 


Minstrel Man Eyes Radio 


Greenville, S. C., Feb. 2. 
Oldtime minstrel man Hamlin 
Ham’) McBee is readying show to 
be aired over WFBC soon. McBee 
uncovered an array of local kid 





talent and has knitted ‘em into a, 


kid minstrel show. Show will run 
half hour. 


Idea definitely new here. 





Det. Law Would Curtail 


Fems in Niteries, Saloons 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 


Elimination of nitery hostesses and 
barmaids is sought in a bill, intro- 
duced in the Michigan legislature 
last week, which also proposes mini- 
mum wage standards. Since 
measures incorporating latter stuff 
are in general favor, it’s likely pro- 
posed bill will be passed. 

Under the bill, a commish of two 
men and one woman would be cre- 
ated to supervise work for femmes. 
Hearings would be held to establish 
proper wage and hour standards, 
and special attention would be paid 
to occupations involving physical or 
moral hazards. A second measure 
proposed would set midnight as the 
closing hour for all nite spots in the 
state, and would raise -the age limit 
for drinkers to 21. Present curfew 
hour is 2 a. m. in Detroit and 1 a. m. 
outstate, 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Every once in a while from the 
Bronx comes a mess of ‘good cheer’ 
things to the Actors’ Colony from 
Mrs. ‘Tootsie’ Heimlick. 

Chris Hagedorn, after a_ three- 





month grand trying to ward off| 
pneumonia and different things, is | 
up and around again. 

Alice Carman, in Los Angeles try- 
ing to find the right kind of ozone, | 
reports that she’s doing well. She's | 
an ex-NVA-ite who saw 10 years’ | 
ozoning service up here. 

Mrs. Gordon Wrighter now in St.} 
Petersburg, Fla. The snow that isn’t 


| in the Adirondacks got her nanny. 


Street. 
snow. 


with carnivals, fights and entertain- 


iments being arranged. 
Write te those you know in Saranac | band from WLW, Cincinnati. Troupe 


and elsewhere whe are sick. 


GAG CRACKS 2 RIBS _ 


Pe ‘ 
Will Osborne Hurt in Fleor. Stunt 
With Eddie Kever 

New Orleans, Feb. 2. 

Will Osborne, who with his band 
is appearing in the Blue Room here, 
suffered two fractured ribs Wednes- 
day night (27) during the floor show. 
Eddie Kover of the dance team of 
Miles and Kover, got Wiil onto the 
floor to give him a spin and while 
letting him down injured the lead- 
er’s side. 

Examination by a physician proved | 
two of his ribs had been cracked. 








MCA TO PEDDLE 


WHOLE SHOWS, | 


OR ELSE 


Baltimore, Feb. 2. 


Music Corp. of America has in- 
stituted a new ruling on booking its 
bands for vaudates. Agency will in- 
sist henceforth on also supplying the 
other acts on any bill a band under 


| its guidance plays in any theatre. Any 
spot that shies from that stipulation 


will not be able to get an MCA band 
for vaude. In brief, theatres can 
no longer buy a band from MCA; 
must buy a whole show. 

Stand taken by the agency is that 
oftentimes in past houses have 
dipped deep in the poke to lay it on 
the line for a fore-front name band. 
and then filled out the bill with 
cheap supporting acts so as to keep 
within confines of the budget. The 
MCA idea is that its band, in those 


instances, had its prestige bruised 
in public estimation because the 
show as a whole was often bad— 


what with so many sour acts 
feating the band’s fine points. 

Another angle which MCA does 
not seem to be stressing in its new 
booking formula is that innovation 
also gives agency opportunity to se- 
cure work for the many acts agency 
has been taking under wing. 

First show to be put together by 
MCA under new policy for vaude is 
a unit composed of Eddie Duchin’s 
crew, 4 Modernaires, Florence and 
Alvarez, and Virginia Lee and Lath- 
rop Bros. 

That layout has been peddled for 
$8,500 net. Opens at the Fox, Phila., 
on Feb. 19. Then plays the Earle, 
Washington, following week, and 
comes into the indie Hippodrome 
here on March 5. 


DET. STRIKE 
HITS NITERIES 


—_—— 


de- 





Detroit, Feb. 2. 


Prolonged auto strike here is start- 
ing to take its toll among local 
niteries, with one better class spot 
already folded and several others on 
the verge. Curtailed spending for 
liquor and food, as result of month- 
old strike, has been brutal and spots 
minus sufficient reserve are getting 
out before everything's lost. 

Peacock Alley, adjoining the 
Detroit-Leland hotel, folded last 
week, as have several minor spots in 
the outlying districts and in nearby 
towns, which depend wholly on their 
respective auto factories. 

Slump comes in the midst of best 
year town’s niteries have known for 
several years. With this auto town 
humming with upturn of car biz up 
till first of year, nocturne spots 
flourished and few shuttered during 
the usual after-New Year's decline. 
But 30 payless days in a row for 
100,000 auto workers is proving too 
big a nut for lot of spots to crack. 





‘Ist N.O. Vaude in Years 


| 


(Chiff Fischer Gets, Folies Bergeres 


Title for Term of Years from Stein 











LOOKING FORWARD 


Weaver Bros. Prepare for 
When Vaude Won't Pay 





Time 





Seattle, Feb. 2. 

Mrs. Frank Weaver (Elviry) of 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry, was out of 
the show for five days of their en- 
gagement here at the Orpheum, due 
to minor operation. Nancy, wife ot 
Leon Weaver, understudied. 

Weaver Bros. are a good example 
of vaude folks who look ahead to 
the time when the footlights will no 
longer pay. Leon was distributing 
automobile trailers the past summer 
out of Detroit, and Frank (Cicero) 
has a business in his home town, 
Springfield, Mo., distributing bev- 
erages. 


Stiefel’s Philly 
Show Switching 
Has Em Dizzy 





Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 


Sam Stiefel keeping customers and 
trade on ‘ merry-go-round here, 
changing policy at his Lincoln and 
Nixon’s Grand every time you turn 
around. 

Latest is colored flesh off the Lin- 
coln stage after a four-week trial and 
a straight pic policy. The Grand 
will add ‘Bonus’ game to its present 
pix and colored stage shows. 

Until start of the present season, 
the Lincoln was city’s sole caterer to 
the Negro clientele. Then Tom 
Burns, backed by his father-in-law, 
Bob Lynch, local Metro manager, 
opened Grand with same _ policy. 
Competition for acts got so fierce 
(and expensive) that Stiefel bought 
Burns out, continuing with colored 
names and bands at the Grand and 
straight pix at the Lincoln. About 
Jan. 1 he tried running colored acts 
in both houses, but laid an egg at 
the Lincoln. 


3 Mgrs. in 3 Mos. 
At Cleve. Casino, But 
: No. 1 Is Now Back 








- * Cleveland, Feb. 2. 

Three new managers in less than 
that many months is a new shake-up 
record held by Mayfair Casino since 
its bankruptcy and reorganization. 
Another novel angle is that, after 
several experiments with different 
policies and managers, the theatre- 
cabaret is bringing back its original 
manager to iron out its difficuities. 

Harry Propper, who founded spot 
two years ago, was reappointed 
general director ‘last week after 
three months’ absence. Prior to bank- 
ruptcy action, when owned by Nate 
Weisenberger, Propper resigned be- 
cause of ill health. 

Charles Muehlbauer, hotel man, 
succeeded him. Then Jack Walsh, 
assistant manager of Neil House in 
Columbus, O., was a _ pinch-hitter 
for a spell. He has returned to the 
hotel business. Duiress (Duke) Crane 
of the Ralph Hitz chain of hotels 
has been casino’s operator, but an- 
other change of ownership is ru- 
mored since return of Propper. 

Propper plans to re-install large- 
scaled floor shows next month with 
name bands. 





Pitt. Show Boat Hit by 


Skedded for Indie Spot 





New Orleans, Feb. 2. 


This city will see entertainment 


Flood 2d Time; Damage Nil 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 


Single nitery in town to get socked 
by high waters here last week, Show 
Boat, was open for business again 
yesterday (1). Spot, 


boat anchored at wharf in Alle- 


in the flesh at pop prices for the | gheny, escaped serious damage, how- 
After a run at Camp Intermission, | first time since vaudeville went out | ever. 
Mrs. Wm. Morris left for the Big'a few years ago. Miles Pratt, col- 


unit for a week :startihg 
Thursday (4). io 
The unit includes Frankie Phrelin's 


comes here from Florida. 


Got disgusted waiting for | lector of customs. who owns the St. | 
| Charles theatre, has booked ‘Follies 
Four major conventions due here, | Caprice’ 


| Sixth. street. bridge. 


Show Boat, during water's crest, 
was floating around dizzily near 






fast. and: cafe stuck 

ing to get: away fo 
gov the sameé dose 
a bit more sériously 
more than 10 feet hi 


water was 


After much litigation, Clifford C. 
Fischer, producer of the French 
Casino shows, receives exclusive 
right to the ‘Folies Bergeres’ title, 
in America, from the Folies Bergeres 
Producing Co., Inc., which claims 
its ownership in the U. S. After 
Fischer’s deal expires in about four 
seasons, the title reverts to the 
holding company wherein he and J. 
C. Stein (president of Music Corp. 
of America) are co-partners. 

Originally Fischer wanted the use 
of the ‘FB’ title for what is now 
the current ‘French Casino Folies’ 
and was willing to pay a weekly 
royalty fee. He sued Stein and the 
FB Prod. Co., Inc., to resirain them 
from any interference, but the case 
was settled this past week and 
Fischer pays the holding company 
an agreed upon fee. Title will prob- 
ably be the tag of the next revue at 


| the French Casino, or may be alter- 


natingly switched as the handle for 
one of the F.C. units. 
This deal also settles a number of 





a regulation | 
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existing minor differences between 
Stein and Fischer. Stein (MCA) and 
the Shapiro-Blumenthal manage- 
ment of the French Casino theatre 


| property are still in a staie of stress 


over some booking fees which Music 
Corp. of Am. claims. It’s about $6,- 
000. This claim has nothing to do 
with Fischer and Stein’s personal 
deal in the Folies Bergeres Prod. 
Co., Inc. 

Reported that Fischer and his 
| present partners, Jules Shapiro and 
| Louis F. Blumenthal have also had 
|some difference of opinion over 
| other things, such as policy pertain- 
ing to the recent Rudy Vallee book- 
ing into the F.C. (which was a hap- 
less venture), plus the first shows 
| at the Hotels Ritz-Carlton and 
| Pierre, in N. Y., but these have been 
more or less adjusted of late. 


Now ’n’ Then Shows 
In New Haven Nixed 
By Diff. With Tooters 


New Haven, Feb. 2. 

Failure of musicians’ local to get 
together with Paramount manage- 
ment has resulted in killing a plan 
for a once-a-month Stage show 
proposition here. 

Idea was to bring in one band 
show monthly, which would mean 
stand-by pay for house orch. Here- 
tofore, a standby rate was one-half 
scale but new figure set by union 
was for full pay, with éne-half going 


to the musician to the or- 
ganization: i W 
' Negotiations: way for the 


Rudy Vallee ths fe wet blan- 
. 1 


keted when hit a stand 
yt 


WB Shifts Show-Quality 
At Fox, Earle in Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 

Change of policy for its two down- 
town vaude-film houses, Earle and 
Fox, has been instituted by Warner 
Bros. Earle, which has been get- 
ting second grade pix and top live 
shows, is now slated to have grade 
B Stage bills as well. Fox, continu- 
ing A pix, also to get major stage 
draws. Lineup at Fox stage for next 
four weeks offers Ina Ray Hutton, 
Eddy Duchin, Mary Lewis and Shep 
Fields. 

Fox has always been class house 
of pair. During recent musicians* 
strike it did satisfactory business on 
straight pix policy, while Earle is 
understood to have run consistently 
in red during that time. Draw at 
Earle has always been live shows 
rather than pix and screen fare. 

Houses are about same size, with 
Fox admish slightly higher. Herman 
| Whitman is house manager at Earle. 


| Harold Sidenberg is at Fox. 





























LUCAS ORK IN CHI SPOT 


Clyde Lucas goes into the Drake 
| hotel, Chi’s smart spot on Feb. 12 as 
Consolidated Radio Artists first band 
booking in that spot. Hotel has been 
ia Kenksbvay account for nine years 
with casional deals with Music 
Corp. of America. 
Eas } cates the French Casino, 
44 ake, the Chi date. Paul 
e French Casino, N. Y., 
ick Jurgens exits the 
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Nitery Placements 





Marvin Fredericks’ nine-piece ork 
moves into the Book-Cadillac hotel’s 
Casino, Detroit, Feb. 14, replacing 
Carl Ravell’s band. Booked by Del- 
bridge-Gorrell agency. 


Degmar and Sigfredo Nordstrom, 
femme singers, set at Larue’s, N, Y., 
beginning Jan. 29. 

Minor and Root, dance team, for 
two-week stay at Colony Club, Palm 
Beach. 

Ruth Wynn, tapster, added to show 
at Park Central hotel, N. Y. Stuart 
and Lea, dance team; Marion Melton, 
blues singer, 
featured. 

Jimmy Whalen’s 
lotti’s, N. Y., 


band at 
now augmented by Rita 
Renaud, - chanteuse; Carol Vance, 
dancer, and Fran Craven, m. c. 

Teddy Grace, femme vocalist, has 
rejoined Mal Hallet’s band at the 
Hotel Commodore, N. Y. 

Joseph Zatour’s band installed at 
the Shelton hotel, N. Y., replacing 
Phil Darcy. 


and Kajar, magico, also | 


Berto- | 


new floor show of Care Valencia, 
N. Y. Don Juan band musiking. 

Yanyego Voodoo Dancers and 
Elisha Tuttle’s band top new lineup 
at Le Mirage, N. Y. Billy Haywood, 
Cliff Allen, Virginia Fair, Marie 
Almonte, Wanda Goll, Ginger Sutton 
and Siboney Rhumba Quartette com- 
plete show. 

Paul Whiteman, on closing his one- 
niter tour, 
Kennel Club, Miami, Feb. 20. 
| Les Brown band signed for Decca 


series. 
' 








opens at. the Biscayne | 


| 


Charlie Barnet’s crew doing New| 
| England in three weeks of one- 
niters. 

Ozzie Nelson remains at the Hotel 


Lexington, N. Y., until next May. 


Dawn and Darrow, dance team, 
and Jean Kirk, specialty dancer, 
joined Mal Hallett’s aggregation at 


the Hotel Commodore, N. Y. 
Neil Golden’s band opens at the 
Brass Rail, N. Y. 





Dee Lloyd McKay, pianist-songster | WHITEMAN, RAMONA 


and the Ebony Rascals, comedy quin- 
tette, added to Harlem Uproar 
House’s show. 

Sharri Kaye is new vocalist with 
Al Donahue’s band at Netherland- 
Plaza hotel, Cincinnati. ? 


Luise Renee, dancer, in N. Y. debut 
at Nick Bates’ Merry-Go-Round, 
N.. ee 

Roger Burke and band in Persian 
Room of Hotel Sir Francis Drake, 
Frisco. 


Tom Coakley and Carl Ravell bands, 
is now on the NEC aartists’ staff in 
San Francisco. 

Gus Van is in the Bal Tabarin, 
Frisco’s class nitery, for six weeks | 
at a top salary for this spot. 

Bernie Cummin’s band folded at 
the Palace hotel, Frisco, Sunday 
(31). Paul Pendarvis replaced Cum- 
mins, who goes directly to the Gib- 
son Hotel, Cincinnati, providing the 
hotel isn’t under water. 

Nick Long, Jr., has gone to Miami 
to open a dance engagement at the 
Palm Island Casino. He recently di- 
rected dances in Universal’s ‘When 
Love Is Young.’ 

Tic Tock Girls are singing at the 
Club Casanova, Hollywood. 

On March 27 the N. Y. Waldorf- 
Astoria’s Sert Room gets a new show 
comprised of Leo Reisman’s orches- 
tra, socialite-singer, Eve Symington; 
Georges and Jalna, dance team; Ed- 
gar Bergen,’ ventriloquist, and 
Xavier Cugat’s band for rhumbas. 
Spot closes Feb. 8 for the Lenten 
season, 

Don Casanova, singer; La Gitanilla, 
dancer; La Sultanita, dancer, and La 
Carita, rhuma dancer, featured in 


AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 
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TARRY 
THORNTON 











| Whiteman-Lavin 


SPLIT COMES TO HEAD 


Long pending legal battle between 
Ramona, pianologist with Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra, and the Paul 
Whiteman organization, Artists 
agement Bureau, Inc., and 
Lavin, was brought to a head this 
week with her acceptance of a 
week’s engagement at the Nixon 
Grand theatre, Philadelphia. 
suing Whiteman and Lavin (his 
manager), and the AMB (which is a 
venture) to ter- 
minate her employment and man- 
agerial contract which dates from 
March 1, 1924. 

Two years ago Miss Ramona 
sought to leave the Whiteman or- 
ganization to go with Columbia 
Broadcasting System exclusively. 
Whiteman at that time was at NBC. 
Also she had some RKO vaudfilm 
dates lined up, away from the White- 
man organization. The maestro in 
both instances served formal notice 
of exclusivity of contract and both 
deals were terminated, as neither 
CBS nor RKO wanted to become in- 
volved legally. 

There were also union charges at 
the time, as there are now. The 
American Federation of Musicians, 
after hearing both sides, represented 
legally by counsel, acknowledged the 
validity of Whiteman’s exclusive 
termer. There are AFM charges 
anew for alleged contempt of the 
original order. 
| Ramona’s contract of March 1, 
| 1934, calls for $125 weekly when she 
works and is in periods of 17 three- 
| month renewals. She’s guaranteed 
$1,125 annually. Whiteman and the 
AMB doesn’t collect on outside en- 
gagements until in excess .of $150 
and then the commish is 20% of the 
excess. ware 4aQ $1 

Meantime, Ramona is petitioning 
N: Y. Supreme Court thisewéek* for 
a temporary injunction to restrain 
Whiteman’s interference with her 
seeking outside bookings. She wants 
her contract breached because of al- 
leged lack of mutuality. Noah L. 
Braunstein is her attorney; J. T. 
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Abeles for Whiteman, Lavin, et al. 





I don’t know how you do it, 


for the third time in nine mont 
record you set, but’ a few other 


we stop selling tickets it breaks 
But beyond this my patrons 
is by far the best you ever had. 


HIPPODROME THEATRE 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


MY HAT’S OFF TO YOU GRANNY: 


You played my Hippodrome Theatre in Baltimore last week 


at the first show opening day and again at night, and any time 


January 30, 1937. 


but you do. 


hs, and you not only broke every 
s too. We stopped selling tickets 


our heart. 
were tickled to death. Your show 
The 3 Sailors are great. I have 


She is | rico Caruso, Jr., is, of course, under 





never heard people laugh and scream as they did at your show. 

You can play for me three times a year—and that’s saying 
something. 

This letter happens to be on the level and I doubt if any thea- 
tre operator anywhere ever paid for an ad himself to let the world 
know what he thinks about an actor. 

But, I forgot—You're not an actor. 


I can’t figure it out. 
Sweetheart—you're the tops. 


BUT WHY? - 
IZZY RAPPAPORT, 
Hippodrome, Baltimore. 





| 


| 
| 


Jack | 




















, CLIFFORD 'C 
FISCHER'S 


FRENCH 
CASINO 
FOLIES 


Supper (Food & Bev- 
- erage’ 10:30 te clesing 
Sots. & Hols. $3 - First 3 Tiers S0c extra 
DANCING 
Clyde Lucas and Vincent 


Travers Dance 
Orchestras 


e 5 Q Dinner 6:30 to10 P.M. 
MIN 


Ala 


5 ‘ 
* 2 SHOWS NIGHTLY ,4y 


NO COVER 
@ CHARGE . 





. v » 
M8 spt ts. 9 N texas et we 2 
‘7th AVE. at SOth ST.4-—\)4 RESERVATIONS: COL. S-7070 ~ 
ITE WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS THEATRE -RESTAURAN 





‘four lads 
‘Campbell 
‘a dozen times,*backing up Leonard’s 








Unit Reviews 
BROADWAY JUNIORS 


(HIPP, BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, Jan. 30. 











Produced by NBC, idea of assem- | 


bling group of sons and dotters of 
w-k’s would seem to bear out well. 
Stunt is novel, rife with publicity 
value and of the sort that can titil- 


late the ticket sale in many a sont, (tured scores, 


Berlin Denies Pey, Stall 


c 














@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


| (From Variety and Clipper) 


| 
| 
| 
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Knickerbocker theatre, Washing- 
ton, collapsed because of weight of 
snow on roof. Killed 95 and in- 
Favorite nabe house 


Some rough edges to be smoothed | for socialites. 


| out before show hits its capable pace | 


but likely the vet stager and song-| 
writer Harry Carroll, who is produc- 
ing unit for NBC, can wrestle suc- 
cessfully with those details. 

Sock of the layout is Joe Dorris, 
Jr., whose papa was a pro, but on 
a baseball field and not a stage. His 
loose-limbed eccentric hoofing, gag- 
ging and comedy business far out- 
points anything else trotted out for 
inspection. He’s the core of the 
show, on twice. 

Joe Cook, Jr., does about same 
stuff as essayed last April in Gus Ed- | 
wards’ ill-fated ‘Sho-Window’ stab 
on Broadway. A ringer for his sire, | 
young Cook pedals a unicycle, jug- 
gles three clubs, hoofs, gives the 
squeeze-box a workout, as well as 
recites one of the long rambling 
stories which are his dad’s stock in 
trade. Boy has quite a personality; | 
what hinders him now is that while 
he’s very versatile, nothing he does 
is really outstanding. | 

Eddie Leonard, 2d, is a trim-look- 
ing tenor, who sings ditties o.k. En- 


considerable handicap trying to fol-| 
low in pop’s footsteps via the vocal | 
route. He is rather an adenoidal 
tenor, with plenty volume, but when | 
caught he was doing ‘Without a} 
Song,’ which is really a selection for 
a baritone. Also told a very amusing 





many with a mad on. 





Ernst Lubitsch went back to Ger- 
Felt he had 
been unkindly treated over here. Still 
an anti-Germanic sentiment holding 
over from the war. 





Warner Bros. guaranteed 
N. Y., $25,000 on Wesley 
‘School Days.’ Producers took next 


Strand, 


Barry in 


| $5,000 and split remainder, if any. 





William Fox bought world rights 


to “The Two Orphans’ from the au- | 
| thor’s estate and tied up D. W. Grif- | 


fith’s world sales on ‘Orphans of the 
Storm,’ 


Thelma and Marjorie White, just 
kids then, clicked with a sister act 
at a N. Y. tryout. 





Johnnie Burke at the N.Y. 
ace and at 11:30 the audience 
wanted more. 
and a half. 


Pal- 
still 
Show ran three hours 





Helyen Eby of the new Bill Rock 
act got attention for her hair. Plas- 
tered down lick, and something new 


anecdote on his father. | then. 


Eddie Foy, Jr., is doubtlessly the | 


most experienced of the second-gen- 
eration group; went over swell, 


Nora Bayes toplined the N. Y. 


working in and out of the show. and | Winter Garden, but Fred Allen ran 


getting some help from that albino | he~ a close second. 


stooge, Whitey Stewart, who was in 
Charley Foy’s old vaude act for 
years. 

Frank Tinney, Jr., is on for just 
a few moments at the finale. He has 
a grave manner of doing dead-pan, 
quiet-toned gagging that could be 


used somewhere to more advantage | he was 14. 


than in vaude; pix might find a niche 
for him. 

June Carroll, dotter of Harry, has 
plenty. She m.c.’s the show, works 
with Tinney and Foy and does a lot 
to keep the pace speedy. She’s an 
excellent straight woman and very 
swell on appearance. 

Ruth Howard, Tom’s 
briefly during finale for a flurry of 
iokes and a gentle little song. Lois 
Lait, dotter of editor Jack Lait, was 
out of show due to hasty trips to 
Philly, where her husband had un- 
dergone emergency —_ appendectomy. 
She sings. 

To, build up the unit, quartet of 

bearing label of Roy 
s.Chorus, work nearly half 


larynxing, June Carroll’s slick ren- 
dition of a spicy Spanish -song and 
couple ‘chants ‘in other spots. The 
line of 12 Jassies is satisfactory. 


Rosalind is, apparently, without 
illustrious parents, but she’s a ver- 
satile dancer. First on for a solo-terp 
that isn’t interpretive for the arch- 
browed, but plenty in the groove for 
the average vaude-goer; lovely cos- 
tume sets number off niftily. Legger 
later does some featured scorchy 
squirming in front of the line’s Span- 


| ish routine. 


The vaude vet Primrose Seaman 
works a bit with her husband, Dor- 
ris, straighting his stuff; also tries 
the tonsils at singing. Young Cook 
is carrying along Fred Sweeney, 
another vaudevillian from back the 
years. Sweeney, still affecting the 
grotesque getup and makeup, hasn’t 
much to do. What licks he has he 
gets in handily. 

Plenty on the credit side are the 
sets; 4ll don’t look new, but all are 
splendidly conditioned and craftily 
selected. 

The finale, when sighted here at 
the Hipp, was very uneven and too 
protracted. Tinney and Miss How- 
ard don’t entrance till then as now 
stands. Would be better to thread 
duo into show up ahead, 

On screen, ‘Plough and _ Stars’ 
(RKO). Bert. 





Detroit Agencies Merge 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Abe Schiller, formerly with De- 
troit Artists Bureau, has merged his 
nitery and convention biz with Del 
Delbridge-Ray Gorrell agency. Mer- 
ger will lead to extensive expansion 
of agency’s quarters and gives agency 
complete entertainment coverage. 

Agency, which books most of 
major spots hereabouts, has also 
added Maybelle Van to take charge 
of production. Sol Berns continues 
with théatre end, with Delbridge 
and Gorrell handling the band book- 








ings. 


dotter, on/| 


| to closing and no 
| opposition. He 


| aisles, 


nearby 
laid 


comedy 
them in the 





Milton Berle was working with 
Elizabeth Kennedy and telling ‘em 
At the Riverside. 





Music Box clairaed some sort of a 
| record with a bank deposit clip five 
| 
}in one day, 
| sales. 


And all for advance 





First of the old-timer acts 
|‘Stars of Yesterday’ with Corinne, 
Barney Fagan, Tony Williams 
Joe Sullivan, 





Walter J. Salmon bought the upper 
end of the triangular block on Broad- 
way at the top of Times Sq. Was to 
build an office structure, but the 
old building is still standing. 


os 


Loew circuit had 37 weeks of 
vaude time with acts playing 26 in 
28 weeks. Fortnight lost in travel. 








Chicago kick was thai the booking 
agents infested the tryout houses and 
sought to break up the newcomers. 
No managerial effort made to stop it. 





Long Island towns strong for one- 
cay vaude. One agent booked 235 
acts for Thanksgiving day in the 
now ’n’ then spots. 


Allen had next | 


| feet long to list 260 checks received | 


was | 


and | 


(Continued from page 53) 


Holland and Hart managed to col. 
lect one week’s pay for six weeks’ 
work, 

The facts are that Gypsy Nina re- 
ceived the following amounts on the 
following dates: 


October 26...... ~ £& 688 
November 11..... 50.0.0 
December 19..... 160.8.0 
EME 4 cc buke be « £275.8.0 

from which you will see that the 


balance of £160.8.0 was paid 
19 days after she left. 

The case of Holland and Hart is 
the following. (They received pay- 
ment as below.): 


W ithin 





November 11..... £100.0.0 
December 12..... 82.0.0 
December 29..... 78.0.0 
January 6....... . 60.0.0 
January 12...... ° 17.5.0 
| co ee ree £ 337.5.0 


The delay of about five weeks is 
due to the fact that Mr. Holland 
told our cashier that he was in no 
| way in a hurry and not 
not getting the money, 


afraid of 


Speaking generally we recapitu- 
|late that though being the greatest 
| bookers of foreign acts in this coun- 
| try we do not owe money to any- 
| body. We do not deny that on ac- 
|count of the formalities we have to 
|go through with the local officials 
| there may be a delay now and again 
lof a few weeks until full settle- 


| ment can be effected, but I do not 
| think that the artistes we are book- 
|ing are starving if they get the re- 
mainder of their salary a few weeks 
later. 
| Therefore the tendency of the ar- 
| ticle in VARIETY is again misrepre- 
;} senting the real situation which is 
| the more surprising since I, as you 
| know, and the Scala in general, al- 
| ways have been one of the staunch- 
lest and truest friends of American 
|}acts. But of late, mainly due to the 
' antagonistic attitude of VARIETY, we 
| have repeated reasons to be dissat- 
| isfied with the attitude of American 
| artistes who played the Scala. 
VARIETE-BETRIEB 
| GESELLSCHAFT 
(Scala Theatre, Berlin) 
| (Signed) Duisberg. 
| 


Harry Foster (Fosters’ Agency, 
| London) and Eddie Duisberg, man- 
aging director of the Scala, Berlin, 
admit that the pay-offs to the acts 
were made after they left Germany, 
VARIETY story, cabled at the time, 
reported that acts were not paid in 
full, while fulfilling the engage- 
ments, . 


Invariably, a full pay-off occurs, 
but owing to the legal formalities 
in the Reich, as showman Duisberg 
of the Scala concedes, there’s usu- 
ally a matter of some weeks after 
the act leaves Germany. 








Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 
THEIR 


SIDNEY FISHER race 


(Kormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 

















MARGIE - 





ROBBINS FAMILY 


DWIGHT - 
Enroute to Rio de Janeiro to fulfill an Eight-Week 


LARRY 





Engagement in the CASINO DEURCA — and then 
Four Weeks in Buenos Aires. 


OPENING IN LONDON IN JULY 


Permanent Address — P. O. Box 55 





Poughkeepsie, New York 

















MINOR and ROOT 


NOW---COLONY CLUB 


PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 
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PROVEN THE BEST AND IT NOW COSTS YOU LESS!! 
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NEXT WEEK, Feb. 8 
THIS WEEK, Feb. 1 


show, whether f 


ull or split week 


Variety Bills | 


Numerals in connectian with bills below indicate opening day of 











RKO 








BOSTON 


Keith's (4) 
Leon Erroll Rev 
Cookie Bowers 
12 Girls 
Louise Beavers 

(25) 
Carroll's M irdi Gras 
Bert Walton 
Lew! & Moore 

CHICAGO 

Palace (5) 
Charles Carrer 
Vox & Walters 
Harris Claire & s 
Ritz Bros 

(29) 
Elida Ballet 
Emilee Adreon 
Stevens Sis 
Buck & Bubbles 
James Melton 
Yacopi Tr 

CINCINNATI 

Palace (5) 
Gree h Villa Co 
Mitchell & LD awe 


——$———_——_— 


|} Reynolds & 


| 
| 
| 


|} Count 





; Glor 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (5) 
Elida Ballet 
Emilee Adreon 
White 
Bubbles 
Fields 
Yacopis 
(29) 
George White's Ce 
DAYTON 
Keith's (29) 
Greenw'h Village Co 
Mitchell & Durant 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (5) 
Bernivici Rev 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (6 only) 
Eton Boys 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's (4-6) 
Duthers Jean & J 
Kmbassy Boys 
Fred Lightner 
Salicci Puppets 
TROY 
Keith’s (5-8) 
tied Follies 


Buck & 
Benny 
Great 


——$—$———_———— 


Liew | 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (4) 

Willie Mauss 

Dick, Don & Dinah 

Bert Walton Co 

Leon Navara Ore 
BALTIMORE 
Century (5) 

Arthur 


Marty May 


| 
| 


Velez & Weismulle: 
Clyde McCoy Orc 
NORFOLK 
State (S) 

| Blackstone 


LaFleur Co} 


Ww ASHINGTON 


Capitol (5) 
| Rubio Sis 
Lowe, Hite & Ss 
Ray Noble Ore 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 
Fred Waring’s Co 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (5) 
Belle Baker 
Powell & Nedra 
Stepin Fetchit 
Barstows 
Ward & Milford 
4 Olympics 
. CHICAGO 
Chicago (5) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Oriental (5) 
Rebras 
DETROIT 
Michigan (5) 
Benny Davis Co 
MADISON 
Paramount (6) 
Rudy Vallee Co 


= 





MONTREAL 
Loew's (5) 
King’s Scandals 
NASHVILLE 
Paramount (5) 
Dave Apollon Cu 


ROCKFORD 


Paramount (7 only) | 


Rudy Vallee Co 
sO. BEND 
Indiana (9 only) 
Rudy Vallee Co 
SPRINGFIELD 
Illinois (8 only) 
Rudy Vallee Co 
Paramount (5) 
Slums of Paris 
TORONTO 
Shea's Hipp (5) 


Marden’'s Riviera Co | 


Uptown 
Maxine 


(5) 








LORAIN 
Palace (10-11) 
N TG Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
' Allegheny (8-10) 
Melva Sis 
‘Abbott & Robey 
pence Rhythms 
o 3) 
Swedish Bell Ring'rs 
(4-6) 
Jim Wong Tr 
Earle (5) 
Honey Fam 
Paul Gerritz 
Donatella ee & Cc 
(28 
Shooting High 
Roscoe Ates 
Fox (5) 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Jack Gilford 
, (29) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Buster Shaver Co 
Paul Draper 
Nixen (10-12) 
Fenwick & Cook 
Arthur Boran 
Byrnes Sis Rev 





(3-5) 
3 Cards 
O'Neil & Manners 
Frank & Pete Trado 
Youthful Rhythms 
Oxford (11-13) 
Melva Sis 


Abbott & Robey 
Youthful Rhythms 
(4-6) 


3 Deweys 
Fields & Georgie 
Byrnes Sis Rev 
READING 
Astor (5-6) 
Buster Shaver Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (5) 
Bredwins 
LePaul 
Rachel Carlay 
Mattison’s Rhythms 
(29) 
Keene 2, Vic & LaM 
Paul Gerrits 
Harry Reser 
YORK 
Strand (2-4) 
N T G Rev 


Ore 








Indenendent 


_—_ 

















CHICAGO Elaine Dowling 
State Lake (6) KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Gray Fam Tower (5) 
Paul Duke Jess Libonati 3 
Croel & Allan Mickey King 
Cdith Griffith The Harlemaniacs 
Ross W yse, Jr. Co Ted Cook 
INDIANAPOLIS VEMPHIS 
Lyric (5) Orpheum (4) 
Bowes — All-Girl Revi Dave A\politon Co 
ee eee eee 
Week of Feb, 1 
Vanterbury M. OH. ) Jackie Heller 
Ist half (1 ) J tle Fred 
Marcelle & Sills |} Felix the Horses 
Claude Williams | Lalage 
2d half (4-6) Robinson & Virginia 
Maver & Kitson | Vera Nargo 
Brasellos CHADWELL HTH 
Dominion | ‘alace 
Owen MeGivney Cleve Giris 
r New Victoria a hiros 
Troe we Nhs A r j CHELSEA 
Max Mj ller poe rR Palace 
Dauvia ye 
Perey Manchester gar omen Pe 
D’Alba CLAPTON 
Ciaude Chandler Rink 
Maurice loranna 
Victoria Palace | Thorp & Stanton 
aniels & Lyons iijus Eiton 
Nellie Wal'ace | 3 Porters 
‘Donnell & Bla EAST HAM 


Oliv er Wakefield 
Dick Henderson 


Granada 
{ ilermans 


Premier 
s Clevette Girls 
reddes poke 
Caroll Lev 
EDGW ARE ROAD 
Grand 
Collinson & a 
Sonia & Tani 
Pa & Pcie ae 
| HAMMERSMITH 
j Palace 
{ Phillips 


Bennett & Willia 
ILFORD 
Super 

Younkman's Bad 


ISLINGTON 


Blue Hall 
Ist half (1 ) 
Maver & khitson 
Brasellos 
2d half (4-6) 
Mat elle i. Sills 
Claud Williams 
KIL BL RN 
Grange 
Collinson & Dean 
Sonia & Tania 


| Pasco & Dorothy 


LiSYTONSTONE 


——_ 
; Blum & sha 
| REGENTS r "ARK 
| Palace 
M ntovanl Cre 








‘SHEPH’RDS 


BUSH 
Pavilion 
Ernest Shannon 
Dinkie Denton 3 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Mantovani Ore 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 


Younkman’s Bd 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Anton Bd 
\lito } 


onettes 


TOOTING 
Granada 
® Belling 
ton sis 
rreENHAM 
Palace 
Loranna 
Thorpe & 
Gus Elton 
} Porters 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Harry Fryer lid 
Browning & Starr 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Teddy Joyce Bd 






Stanton 





Provincial | 





ASHTON UNDER 
LYM? 
| Empire 
i|K K Stanley & G 
Raymond Bennett 
Keith & Cortez 
CAMBRIDGE 
Cinema 
Stanelli's Stag P'rty 
DIDSBURY .. 
Capitol 
Fox Bd 
ECCLES 
Broadway 
Clapham A Dwyer 


Sis 


Roy 





Week of Feb. 1 


HUDDERSFIELD 
Ritz 

Lucan & McShane 

Teddy Bamberger 


; Carsons 


IPSWITCH 


Ritz 
Pantzer’s Midgets 
Victor Moreton 


Susan & Pat. _. 
LEITH 
Capitol 


Ist half (1-3) 
Al Wright's Circus 
2d half (4-6) 


Webster Gibson 








Jimmy Whalen Ore 
. Bill's Gay 90's, | 
Rudy Madison 


Joseph E. Howard 
Ted Beyer 
Ethel Gilbert 


Yvette Rugel 
Gus Wicke 
Black Cat 

Kitten Korus 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda Randolph 
Jimmy Tiomas 
Maxie Arnstrong 
Amy Spe icer 
| Billy Dariels 
Cora La Redd 
Jack & Jill 
Lonny Sinimons Ore 
Grass Rail 
Golden Ore 
Cafe Bali 
Yanyezo Voodoo Co. 
Virginia Valley 
Jack Arnold 
Gus Howard 
Pamela Clifford 
Phylis Avery 
Violet Carson 
Nell Bilz 
Ronnie Beck 
Lillian Carson 
“Chic” ®Patntrer ® 
Polly Pickert 
Sid Hawkins 
Roger Steele Ore 

Cafe Valencia 
Don Casanova 
La Gitanilla 
| La Sultanita 
| La Carita 
| Don Juan Ore 
Coltease 
ord n 
Maxine 
Powell's Bd 
| Chateau Moderne 
| Maryvon Dale 
| & McFarlane Ore 
Club Gaucho 





Neil 





Dorothy 


| 
Jean 
Johnny 


Dimitri & Virgil 
Sylvia St, Clair 
Ynez La Vail 


Ramon Carrusco & 
Gauchos 

Club Yumuri 

de F 
Consue!l Moreno 
oene Serene: See 
Rosita Ortega 
rR 
R 
I 


lores 


| 
| 
| 
1 Re & Estela 
n 
liilberto 


| Or 
| Coq Rouge 
| 


on 


Irwin Gilbert Orc 
fisdale 3 


Cotton Clab 
' Avis Andrews 





Beryl Orde LIVERPOOL 
8 Step Sis Shakespeare 
Fred Hudson Leslie's Scholars 
EDINBURGH Geo Betton 
Regent Harry Carlton 
ist half (1-3) Tommy Kenny 
Webster Gibson 4 Smith Bros 
2d half (4-6) OXFORD 
Al Wright's Circus Ritz 
GRAVESEND La Palette 
Majestic Arconas 
Zigano's Ae Bd Jack Daly 
K & J Winnon Tony Gerrard 
Dalcy 3 SOU THPORT 
HASTINGS Paliadium 
Regal Jack Bernie 
2 Leslies YARMOUTH 
O'Shea & Joan Regal 
Anna Rogers Sanger's Circus 
; | 
Cabaret Bills | 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bertolotti'’s Berry Bros 
Ste . Kaloah 
Pap 3: menque Henri Wessels 
Carol Vance Katherine Perry 
Fran Craven 


Anne Lewis 
Dynamite Hooker 
Tramp Ba 

Whyte’s Maniacs 
Broadway Jones 
Wen Talbert’s Choir 
Bahama Dancers 
Arthur Davy Ore 
Cab Calloway Ore 


Jack Dempsey's 
Phil Romano Ore 


El Chico 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 8 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Maclovia & Candido 
Rosita Rios 
Los Habaneros 
Don Alberto Ore 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
E) Toreador 


fos «-jedas 
Pedro Via Bd 


French Casino 


Adalet 
Feral Benga 

Betty Brite 

jetty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbei nh 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 
Vega Asp 

Clyde Lucas Ore 
V Travers Ore 
C Cromwell Ore 


~- 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 

Eileen Cook 

Vera Dunn 

Maza 

Dureya 

Ramon 

Jeanne Jordan 

Carlos Lopez 

Elba & Jimmy 

Marengo Ore 

Wallace: Milan Rev 

Terah Noah 

Harlem Uproar 

xh ne Ii’wk Rad 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Ed na Mae Holley 

ia 

I 

: 


Ted 
Bill 


Sig 


ins 


Zddie Harron 

3. Castle & Scott 
Mae Lrown 

Villie Jackson 
Tiny Bunch 

Lovey Lane 
Fairbanks Sis 

Dee L MeKay 
Ebony Rascals 
Fred & Ginger 





} 
| 
| 


| -He 


Edwards Sis 
Pauline Bryant 
Thelma Middleton 
flickory House 
F Trumbauer Ore 
Chas Teagarden 
Adele Girard 
Bunny Berrigan 
H'lyw'd Restaurant 
Eddie Noll 
Marian Nolan 
Letty Kemble 


Josephine Houston 


Paul Barry 

Tempo Kings 

Ada Leonard 
Demitri 

Karele & Andre 
Paul Remos 
Daveys 

Lennie Hayton Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Dick G Or 
Cobina Wright 
Jack & June Blair 
ither Halid 
Robert Bard 


asparre 


| June Sillman 


| Vincent 
| Fred 


| Emily Van L 


Robt Reinhart 
Mi H W Thon 


fiotel Astor 
Lopez Ore 
Lowery 

Melba Melsing 
essen 

s Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert Lytell 
Fiorenzos 

Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
\ & Y King 
Cotton 
orsen 
Jerry Bowne 
Dick Morgan 
Burton Pierce 


Hotel Commodore 


Mal Hallett Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Teddy Grace 
Dawn & Darrow 
Jean Kirk 

Hotel Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 
Gypsy Lee 
Muriel Byrd 
Bob Berry— .~ 
| Hotel Essex Uouse 


| Edna 
} Sen 


;4 Kr 





N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Marion 
Ken 


Kaye 
Casey Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 


Motel Lincoln 
Isham Jones Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
A Gonzales Ens 
Murial Sherman 


flote! Montclair 


Coral Islanders 
Juanita Wayne 
Joe Pontee 

Clay Bryson 
Happy Powers 
Nick Fisher 

John Zellner 

Ben Blum 

Hal Hope Ore 
Bill Lincoln 
Waneta Wayne 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Dolores Farris 
tuth Kidd 

Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Eleanor Bowers 
Ray Sadler 

Mishel Gorner's Ore 
Santiona & Faire'ld 
Hotel New ‘Yorker 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Tess Gardell 
Marion Wilkins 
Jack Walters 
Rese Blaine 
Tiny. Wolf 
Sonny Schuyler 
Park & Clifford 
Hotel Park Central 
Tie Toe Girls 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Marion Melton 
Kajar 
Ruth Wynn 
Stuart & Lea 
Robin 2 
Dell Arden 
Claude Ringwald 
Nubi 

Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Vie 
Hotel Pennsytvanin 
Benny Goodman Bad 
Bernhard & Grah'm 
Frances Hunt 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Trent Patterson 


Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 


Dave Schooler Ore 
Hotel Plaza 

Will McCune Ore 

Hal Atkinson 

Pancho's Ore 

Hartmans 

Hotel Roosevelt 

Esquires 

Guy ltombardo Ore 

Hotel Ritz-Carlton 


” 


Janis 
or Wences 
addocks 
Zoska 
Senor Wences 
Durelle 

Afrique 

Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Arman Vecsey Ure 


Hotel Savoy -Pinza 
Endor & Farrell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Orc 
Hotel Sheiton 
Peggy Dolan 
Joseph Zatour Orc 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 


Allen Leafer Or 

Juliana 

Beatrice Howell 

Elton Rich @ 
Sltons 


y Johnson 





| Horatio 


} Luise 


| Alex 


|} Charlie 


Beth Reyburn 


Hotel Sherry- 


Netherland 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 
Lubov 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 


Doubiago 


Alex Bunchuk Ore 


Hotel St. Mor 
Miaco 
Roger Stearns 
2lex Botkin En 
Jack Sherr Ore 

Hotel St. 


Regis 


‘Merry-Go-Round’ 


Zito 
Koretzky 
Renee 
(Iridium 
Emil Colen 
Mr W 
Rea nger 
Jack Ps. é 
Hotel 
Hall 


Boris 


lan 


raft 
Ore 
olly Dawn 

Emperor! ft R 
Hotel 


Hotel Waldo 
Astoria 
Mario & Floria 
Eve Symington 
Eddie LeBaron 
Leo Reisman (¢ 
Michael Zarin 
Hotel 
Fogarty 
Wright 
Jimmy 


Or 


Ens 


Room) 
Or 


s Co 


Vanderbilt 


rt- 


Ba 
rc 
Ore 


Weylin 


Kelly's 


Lillian Kahnes 
Louis Kovac 
Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Ore. 
Ubangi 
Giadys Bentley Rev 
Broomfield & G 
Avon Long 
Evelyn Robinson 
Edna Holly 
Obie Austin Ore 


Valhalla 
Doris Reed 
Peter & Cont'l's 

Versailles 
Glen Ope 
B Minevitch Co 
Sylvia Froos 
Manya & Drigo 





| Bali 

| Jeanne Teller 

| larence Lawrence 
| Beverly Wilshire 
} Ruth Robin 

| Larry Lee Ore 


Biltmore Bow! 
& J Hubert 


| Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Grier Ore 

i 

| Blue Room 

i Kearney Walt 

Marjorie Raymond 


Jack Pettis Ore 


Cafe Casanova 
Mary Martin 
I 


; Grey & J Berger 


Mary Barton Henry Santre Oo 
4 Montmartre Boys] King, King & King 
Junior Costello 
Chiquita Cafe La Maze 
- : _—e , Parl Ave Boys 
or Sens Stan Clair Ore 
Veggy LaPlante $ 
Tanya Ciover Ciub 
Mary Lane Rob Grant Ore 
Joe Cappello Ore Rhumba Bd 
Kretchma Cafe de Paree 
Simeon Karavaeff Dorothy Roberts 
Doria Rirse — Duval & Tregg 
Yliena Ne rt dey Jaek Allen Ore 
Michael Mict . 
Nadi we fete Cocoanut Grove 
A Stoyanovsky 4 Playboys 
Mischa Ray Hendricks 
S Bartnovsky Dawn Roland 
Nicholas Matthey Or Billy Wilson 
‘| Col Manny Prager 
ea Pars Larue Ben Bernie- Orc 
“at urman 7 
Billy Lorraine El Mirador 
|D & S Nordstrom Lurline 
Peggy Strickland Wallvw Vernon 
Eddie Davis Ore Don & B Roberts 
Laurel-in-Pines ed ie 5B egy A 
(Lakewood, N. J.) | °* — 
Terry Green Club Esquire 
Mona & Marina Toe Frisco 
Fred Berhens Ore Lynn Hayes 
Leon & Eddie's Vicki Joyce 
Ben Light 








Eddie Davis 
Vivian Ray 
Tachi 
Zee-Zee 
Jai-Leta 
Billy Reed 
Newell 
Wm Farmer's 
Betty Benson 
Ruth Craven 
Royal 2 
Dr Arthur 
Carmen 


Johnny Pickar¢ 


& Thorpe 


Ore 


Marcus 


1 


Le Mirage 


Billy Heywood 
Cliff Allen 
Ginger -Sutton 
Yanyego 
Jerry Kirkland 
Virginia Fair 
Wanda Goll 
Marie Almonte 
Grace Briskin 


Dancers 


Elisha Tuttle Ore 


Siboney Rhumba Bd 


Mon Paris 
Versatile 3 


Gene Fosdick Ore 
Jaurence White 


Lady S Wilkin 
Onyx Club 


Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 


4 Esquires 
Famous Door 
Louis Prima Ore 


Blackhawk 
Mildred Bailey 
Red Norvo Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
Radio Rouges 
Georges & Jalna 
Corrina Mura 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 

Chez Paree 
Harris & Shore 
Everett Marshall 
Ella Logan 
Emily VonLossen 
B & Beverly Bemis 
Henry Busse Ore 

Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Etfie Burton , 
Bernard & Henry 
Miilicent DeWitt 
Art Williams Ore 

Clab Sinuet 
Howe & Perrin 
Bill Meagher 
Clair Powell 
Virginia Audrey 


6 Spirits of Rhythm P Ruth Desha 
stuff Smith Bd 


Paradise 
Virginia Verrill 
Paul Sydell 
Julie Jenner 
Jimmy Richard 
J & Nora Bell 
Marie HoHis 
Joyce Duskin 
Janis Andre 
Edna Mae 


Glenn Hutton Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 


Place Elegante 


Joyce Miller 

Toto Canglosi 

Hilt Farrell 

Larry Maddi Ore 
Kainbow Gril 

Emery Deutsch Orc 

Evalyn Tyner 

4 Deauville Boys 


Dr Sydney Ross 
Rainbow Koom 


Glen Gray 

Casa Loma O 
Pee Wee Hun 
Kenny 
Svdnev 
Maurice 
Olympic 3 

Evalyn Tyner 
Don 


Ross 


Royal 
Joe Zelli 
tachel Carlay 
ear 2 


Box 


Kussian Ar 
Dora He 


ywshoer 


& C'r 


re 
t 


Sargent 


d'ba 


Azpiazu Ore 


t 


Alex Bolshakoff 
Manolita 

Jenya Pobedina 
Antony Grosheff 
|OjJgra Moskova 
Zachar Martinofft 
Yasha Datsko Ore 


Sapphire Room 


Vernon 
Ann Seto 
tarry Winton ¢ 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis ¢€ 
Gus Martel 
Tokay 
Mme Ilona ‘f) 
Jounny Cartes 
Maria Karoivia 
Dorethy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Rela Zsiga 
Merrill’ &.Zona 


Rickard 


rc 


irc 


ure 


iry 


Jerry Glidden Ore 


Colony Club 
Pat Kennedy 
Trudye Davidson 
Lewis Sis 
Etta Reed 
Ruth Howrich 
Paulette LaPierre 
Jack Fischman Ore 

Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 
Tracy, Gale & L 
Robinson 2 
Mildred Rock 
Bernice Bucans 
Bobby Danders 
Bankeff & Cannon 
Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 
Stan Kavanagh 
jernhardt & Gr'h’'m 
Bob Hall 
Gus Arnheim 
Gay 90's 
Jules Novitt's Ore 
Colleen 
Geo De Costa 
Lew King 
Grand Terrace 
Fle'te'r Hend'’son Or 
Harry's N. ¥. 
Cabaret 
Ruddy Walker 
Melba Brian 


Ore 












Jane Rut 
Ruddy. & Selma 
Dorothy Johnson 
iti-Hat 
Willie Shore 
Phelps 2 
Mildred Tolle 
! nees McCoy 
f ler S 
liotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Phil LeVant Ore 
(jeorge Wald 
| Gretchen Lee 
MeNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 
I t G inoff 
Pod Liebling 
Terry Howard 
' Hotei Brevoort 


£is 
le Cnrnristte 
| White | Neuman 

he 

(Silver 
Sheila Rarréten = 
Ethet Dixon ~ 
Paul Plerenz Girls 


LOS ANGELES 


Meadowbrook Bove 
Hawaiian Ser'n'd’rs 


Village Bara 
Filotia Vestofft 











Hotel Lasalle 


(Blue Fountain 
Room) 


Bob McGrew Ore 


Hotel Morrison 
(Terrace Room) 
(Casino Parisien) 
A Robbins 
Rudi Grasi 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Anderson & Allen 
Mary Raye : 
Geo Campo 
Eileen O'Connor 
Grace & Nico 
Naldi 
Carmen Romero 
Jack Whitney 
Jerome Andrews 
Jimmy Garret Ore 
Lou Breese Orc 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ray & Trent 
Dick Bennett 
June Taylor 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Lester Cole 
Paul Rosini 
Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
| Gertrude Hoffman 
Howard Nichols 
Still 
ic algary Bros 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) | 
Maurine & Norva | 
Carman Castillo 
Lorraine Sis 
Ina Scott 
Frankie Masters Or 
Parody Club 
; Phil 





ij Lois 


Kaye 

Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Kadie Fahrnier 
Hienry Simmons 
Freddy Janis Ore 


Royale Frolles 















Dolly Kay 

Sid Tomack 

Bill Anson | 
Byrnes & Swanson | 
Jan & N Bell i 
Vivienne Newell | 
| Peggy Moore 

|} Jack Hilliard 

| Henri Lishon Ore 

| Chas Engels Ore 

| Trocadero Casino 

| Francisco & Mario 

i 4 MeNallies 

i Violet Love 

Pat Chandler 


Fernando's Ore 
Vanity Falr 


dith Murray 7 
% sa la ago = 
16 Sy akin ~ 


Sally. Keith 


Don 








Wallace & Laticha 


Satch & Satchell 
Lee Purdy 

885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 


Stan Carter 
Yaeht Club 


Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinalde Ore 

















Larry McMahon Peter Higgins Paul Keebler Ore 
Milt Mann Ore Sunny Shaw Belva White 
Serrannos 
Helene Miller 
Ruskin & Norman PHILADELPHIA 
a gh Kennon Anchorage Inn | 1214 Spruce 
Le varver C +: or 
Mike Bollero. Don Nichols Orc Ray, rk 
, : George Clifford } Pre 
Yacht Club Nadine Wayne Julia Ge 
Terry Green Patsy Merkel Jimmy Blake 
Frances Faye Louise & Cardozo | 20th Century Tavern 
Lillian Lovey Alice Seymour Barney Zee Ore 
Wilkins & James Betty & Lareux Godfrey & Manning 
S ttnlemete Areadia Int'l Franklin Li Hyres 
: if joma ‘ Emerson Gill Ore Hazel Harman 
Dan Prines Bd ener se Williams § 
Marian Mann av mains Sis 
Johnny Drake 3 Esquires 
Jack Bliss "1 Cl 
: “a 4 ub 
| Little Club SUOL MPCy Tomm Lyman 
| teee Jone | 2 Eileens Helen Heath 
|p . er 7 | Emily Sedgewick Sally LaMarr 
Pea la + |} Monroe & Grant = te 
Helen Wa er : ~ An Ru 
R tpt st Pepino & Beatrice Ma , 
Melody Gril) | Bellevue-Stratford Nancy B ' 
; Paste | (Planet Reom) Ubansi Club 
A i um 4 
Mever Davis Ore D« } e) 
Omar’s Dome Ben Franklin Hotel | John: Hu 
lane Sis (Georgian Room) | E 1 | 
Maria Monterez | Moe Jaffe Ore 12 Bits of R n 
= ee pode senny the Bum’s h4 a. 
be Salinger re ; 
Pacific Sunset Club | * > , fi. - Bobb E 
( Q e F : Weber's Hofbrau 
\\ } (¢ ne ) 
( Ad | 1 , a Crople «& Violet 
\I n Fil Ste ’ leorne ne & Joe 
Lucille Leh n Patsy len 7 - 1 t : 
R Hi Ore Kathl , Quinn r Quinn A AV 1 ns 
Palomar Edith Hall _DePavl’s Tavern 
. Ray Siivers Suez & Mein 
( a Fa rink,” Wiccan Leon Hat 
J m Ray 4 " Mildred 1] 
Stunley H n Chez Michaud Lillian R 
Muz: Mar l ) Jonny Graff Ore Tedd G o 
' _ a “fi ao a Embassy Club ay : S : : 8 
i iF I ) ! l Ricl . I D d) ( et 
x t I vil \ la I Ore 
Paris inn : | ’ a Si2¢ . 
rud Lane Ani v ae Parrish Cafe 
nolan ¥ 4 ° l Ny a \ k G E 
Hugo Ma eiti ae De 7 
Chora Mait on ya at Lee A n & Luc ile 
l|Carmela Montero Cliff Hall fony Murray's Cafe 
| Peggy Stanford Frank \’alumbo's Jim Doug s Or 
| Marguerita del Rio Eddie White Cortez & Peggy _— 
|} Juan de Martinis | Bob Ridley Murry Lee 
| Patsy Mart | Barbirre & Carlita mary on on 
| Thora Mathaison i}Condo & Allen =a td, lea 
Pete Contrelli Ore | Phyllis Sterling = oly Sa 
Seven Seas Bobby Morro Ore Billy To —" 
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institutionalgp i) be given 
such produ Be news 
service to t ember or- 


bulletins and organs. 
The révefsé Of thid will attend that 
which meets with disapproval. To 
further this, the executive board, 
comprised of two reps of the member 
organizations, will request screening 
privileges (not necessarily private 
for themselves) and the permission 
to read questionable scripts. Panel 
of the executive board will be ro- 
tating. 

News service will include chatter 
items, production notes, reviews, 
commentaries, ete., printed in the 
weekly bulletin of Film Audiences, 
Same will go out to organs of the 
associated organizations for reprint. 

Local chapters of the organization 
will be charged a fee of $15 annual- 
ly. Organizations of a national scope 
will pay $25. Persons not connected 

with any of the associated organiza- 
tions, and seeking membership, will 
pay an annual fee of $3 for the 
service. 

Literature issued to non-member 
groups has been signed by some of 


ganization’ 


representatives of the following 
groups, who also attended the 
first mass meeting: The Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, 
American Jewish Congress, Ameri- 
can Youth Congress, Emergency 
Peace Campaign, Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches (with a mem- 
bership of 20,000,000), Flushing 


Peace Society, Inter-Professional As- 
sociation, League of Nations Assocj 








tion, National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
National Council to Prevent War, 
Nationa} Student Federation, Natione- 
al Urb League, New Films Allie 
ance, Uffted Textile Workers, Wo- 
men's I fatiéfial League, Women’s 
Trade Yerld Peaceways and 


omen’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, 412 
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Sin ja Henie’s ‘Ice Follies’ Click 


Augurs Big Skate-Shows Future 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 
Maybe there is nothing new in 
show business, but ‘Ice Follies of 
1937’ comes closer to that distinction 
than anything to turn up in years. 
An elaboration of the old outdoor 
ice carnival idea, this is a spectacu- 
lar enterizinment that has every- 
thing—color, production, novelty and 

thrills. the latter galore. 
It's Sonja Henie who 


can be 


thanked for opening a field that for | 


the past couple of seasons has been 
purely experimental. 
den (capacity 5,200) for five 
it’s no longer an experiment—it’s a 
safe and sound investment. 


this is where Henie comes in: less 


than two months ago, this same ‘Ice | 


Follies’ played the Garden for two 
nights and virtually starved. Then 
the lass “from Norway hit town for 
a personal, jammed the arena; her 
picture (“One in a Million) came in 
later and gave the Alvin two rousing 
weeks, and the town was ice mad. 
So ithe ‘Follies’ comes back and has 
’em fighting for seats. 

Even where Miss Henie doesn’t 
show in person, her flicker will, and 
that’s bound to make the country 
ice-minded. And wherever there’s 
a rink big enough, the ‘Follies’ 
should be a pushover. It’s owned by 
Eddie Shipstad and Oscar Johnson, 
both of whom double in the actual 
performance, and they’ve assembled 
a corking company of 30 people who 
can do everything, and more, on the 
silver blades that the average enter- 
tainers can do on their feet. And 
pack it with excitement to boot. 

Unfortunately, there are too few 
stages big enough to accommodate 
the icers, or a unit such as this 
would be an immediate sensation in 
the theatres. As it is, however, there 
should be enough hockey rinks scat- 
tered about the country, as well as 
regulation sports arenas, that could 
readily commandeéer a frozen sur- 
face, to give entertainments like 
these as many weeks a season as 
they want to play. 

Fer two hours ‘Ice Follies’ tosses 
down a barrage of thrills that never 
lets up. Show carries a chorus of 
16 gals, and all lookers, too, most of 
whom participate in some of the 
specialties, and they have two nu & 
bers, particularly, that are corkers. 
First climaxes the opening stanza, a 
routine called ‘Poetry in Motion,’ in 
which, teamed with male partners, 
they fly over the ice in a ballet 
that’s an eye-filler. Stopped things 
cold here tonight and they had to 
come back for five encores. Second 
is a military number, done with Al- 
bertina Rasch precision — and on 
skates, remember. It’s amazing what 
these kids can do on a glazed stage. 
and as for the customers, they'll 
never be satisfied again with bal- 
lernas i}: slippers. 

If the boys on the Coast are look- 
ing for more Henies, they should 
give this gang the once-over, par- 
ticularly to Bess Ehrhardt. She has 
s.a. galore, looks like a, film face and 
skates breathtakingly. Miss Ehrhardt 
does everything —- cartwheels, spins 
and splits, and with a gracefulness 
only a little .short.of the world 
champs. Gal’s,a c ination Har- 
riet Hoctor-Lucille ‘age on ice and 
performs her stuff with a charm that 
penetrates to the uppermost reaches 
of the gallery. 

In fact, this whole thing could be 
screened as is and make a swell fea- 
turette. Highlights tumble on top of 
each other in profusion. Roy Ship- 
stad himself does a spectacular five- 
minute top-spin, and then teams up 
with Miss Ehrherdt in an exhibition 
that’s the Astaire and Rogers on 
skates. Next-to-closing produces 
Shipstad and Johnson in a comedy 
Bowery dance that’s a wow and tied 
up proceedings cold. Troupe, by the 
way, was generous with encores and 
kept show running half hour beyond 
regulation time. 

There’s plenty of comedy here. 
too. In addition to Shipstad and 
Johnson, Heinie Brock is present 
and-a stunt marvel. He’s on near the 
opening with a drunk bit, climaxed 
by his flying leap over seven wooden 
barrels, that tears down the house 
and in the second act, garbed in 
ballet costume, does a burlesque of 
Miss Henie’s ‘Dying Swan’ that is 
sensational. Brock has as much 
grace as any of the femmes, and 
with a good sense of comedy and a 
pair of feet perfectly at home on 
skates in addition, he’s practically a 
one-man ice carnival on his own. 

Among the others, standouts are 
Papez and Zwack, Austrian pair 
champions, who demonstrate Ty- 
rolean skate fashions of 20 years ago 
with those of today, presenting a 
slick adagio turn; the mercurial 
team of Everett McGowan and Ruth 
Mack. with a frenzied apache nura- 
ber: Lois Dworshak, who does a 
rhythm number that includes samples 
of the suzy-Q and truckin’ as it can 
be done on ice, and the Nelson Sis- 
ters, pretty foursome who flirt dan- 
gerously with cracked skulls in their 
acrobatic tricks. 

Perhaps ‘Ice Folliés’ comes under 
the strict heading of novelty, but 
there’s more than just that... .It’s 
definitely'a show, with every! 
show has to offet,- éxcept'dialog, and 

twice as spectacular od ‘thrilling. 





| tain can be 


But when any | 
enterprise can pack Duquesne Gar- | week ol 
con- 
secutive performances at $2.50 top, | 


And | ; 
| both stage and screen this week, al- 





thing a. 





Costumes are good-looking and in 
excellent taste and with the future 
for this type of show certain, it can 
be even more of a spectacle, with 
the production end being empha- 
sized. Whole thing, by the way, is 
staged on painted ice, which makes 
a colorful sight when the multi-col- 
ored spots hit if. 
That its future in show biz is cer- | 
found in the fact that | 
‘Ice Follies’ has already been booked 
back by Garden for two nights in 
March and the entire New Year’s 
1938. Cohen. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Radio City Music Hall is dull on 


though the 
the feature, 
(RKO). 

Regular lLeonidoff presentation, 
‘High-Lights,’ is preceded by an In 
Memoriam tribute to Anna Pavlova, 
observing the sixth anniversary of 
the great ballerina’s death. Tudson 
Carmody, singing Handel's Largo, 
gives it an appropriate if secular in- 
troductory, and then Margaret 
Sande, backed by the regular bal- 
let, does the immortal Pavlova’s con- 
ception of “The Swan.’ Miss Sande’s 
tern technique is all that the memo- 
rial tribute called for. 

Again it’s the Rockettes who save 
the day and the stage show with 
their second and fourth (finale) 
numbers, the latter a reprise of the 
expert Gene Snyder staging of the 
‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.’ 
This is one of the troupe’s high- 
light routines of all times, with 
their precision work and military 
formations presenting a socko stage 
picture. 

Selections from ‘Faust’ is the or- 
chestral tee-off by the symphonists, 
with Viola Philo as vocal soloist. 

‘Swing-High’ does that very thing 
under the Rockettes’ zippy terp en- 
semble style. ‘On the Levee,’ med- 
leying ‘Deep River’ and ‘Old Man 
River,’ seems a bit too reminiscent 
of the Ohio valley flood disasters to 
be glorified in song on the rostrum, 
although from the timely aspect it 
has some values. The glee club, 
with Robert Weede soloing, makes it 
a nice choral presentation, of course, 
especially as Lionidoff has staged it. 

A Disney short and the newsreel 
round out an unsatisfactory com- 
posite program this week. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Previous bookings elsewhere forced 
the withdrawal of Ray Noble’s band 
after a single week here and neces- 
sitated a new pit tenant for the home 
stretch of the holdover picture, “The 
Plainsman’ (Par). Nat Brandwynne’s 
band, doubling from the Essex House, 
has the assignment. It’s Brand- 
wynne’s first theatre date and the 
band is under New Acts. 

Three specialty acts, more than the 
usual number found in the Par’s 
abbreviated bills, were needed be- 
cause of the band’s stage shortcom- 
ings in lines other, straight in- 
strumentation. Bu an 
crew takes care of the musie all 
right, and the outsiders make it a 
show. 

Hildegarde (New Acts) is the top- 
per in the billing on her first Broad- 
way stage date in several years, and 
a much different Hildegarde than 
when last around. Her selection of 
numbers is against her here and they 
make it a fight to get over rather 
than easy sailing. 

The Duffins are a boy and girl in 
a rag doll dance, cleverly done. Their 
timing is extraordinary, and the girl 
makes every bend look like a finish- 
ing trick. Nothing else on the bill 
rivals this mixed pair in garnering 
applause. 

Closers are the much improved 
Radio Ramblers, whose series of 
takeoffs on air programs gets away 
from the usual through quality of 
singing voices, and the pace-chang- 
ing clowning by Sid Rice. Latter 
tries for laughs in all of his aping, 
in contrast to the more or less 
straight work of his two partners, 
and Rice is developing into quite a 
comic. The house lets them close the 
show, rather than Jeaving it to the 
band, and that’s a good arrangement 
in this case, for the show gets away 
when at its best. 

Business still holding up in the 
Bige. 


second week of ‘Plainsman. 
ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 
St. Louis, Jan. 28. 

New m.c. Johnny Perkins and a 
new baton swinger, Joe Winters, re- 
cently of Park Plaza Hotel nitery 
here, plus extensive biling all over 
town, attracted largest opening audi- 
ence Thursday (28) to St. Louis 
theatre since it reopened several 
months ago. Perkins was imported 


from New York when Freddy Mack, 
band leader and m.c., decided to 


rostrum portion shades 
‘Plough and the Stars’ 





invade dance band field. After one}: 


week at -downtewn ' Ambassador; 
Perkins jumped ‘inte the St, Louis. 
He certainly gives mob out front its 
money’s worth. 





Current bill opens with nonce tone 
toting large squares of cardboard 





which, when fitted together jig-saw 
fashion, form a big pic of Perkins. 
Gais do nice stair rhythm. Perkins 
comes on to introduce line indi- 
vidually, kid a few late comers and 
builds up Wilkey and Rae, youthful 
ap, comedy and acrobatic dancers 
for next slot. Red Donahue and Uno, 
in which a trick mule and a col- 
lapsible wagon figure, come next. 
Customers enjoyed seeing Donahue 
being kicked in his heavily padded 
pantaloons by the equine. The line 
next comes on for speedy tap routine 
and Perkins calls on Vivian Rhien, 
Florence Parsons, Frances Bennett, 
Bobby Tomson, Betty Lewis, Betty 
O’Neil and Dotty Egner for solos, all 
of which are okay. 

Next are The Labonati Trio, father, 
daughter and son, xylophonists, who 
bat out some good melodies. Young- 


is 


that is as skillful it is fast. As 
they retire from apron Perkins re- 
turns to warble ‘Where Is My Gang 
Tonight?’ and it clicks. Frankie Con- 


as 


ville and Co. go to town in next-to- 
shut. Frankie, after some amusing 
trick falls, wins crowd with his 


interp of a strip teaser’s routine and 


clicks again imitating Charlie 
Chaplin. Sunny Dale is his assist, a 
looker. Line closes the show. 


‘Rainbow on the River’ (20th) (2d 
run) on screen. Biz fine. Sahu. 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 25. 

From a French point of view, this 
might be called a bill that will pull, 
but taken from a broader aspect this 
offering could hardly appear under 
the same cloak. Carolyn Marsh, 
booked here as ‘Sweetheart Number 
One of America,’ tops the bill, Wal- 
ter ‘Dare’ Wahl gets second place, 
and Con Colleano, probably because 
he has been seen too often lately in 
Paris, is down with the French per- 
formers. 

All-French chorus, which usually 
opens and closes the show, has been 
dispensed with. Although _ their 
routines were never extraordinary, 
girls did give the added something 
that is now missed. 

Les Freres Plattier open the show 
with some clowning of a French sort 
that catches fair results. 

Radiolo and Questiau, two French- 
men, glean a good hand with bur- 
lesques of French radio announcers 
and mimics of French stars. 

Hamilton Conrad, with his trained 
pigeons, pleases. Handicapped 
by a very limited knowledge of 
French and having to order his 
pigeons around in English. 

Three Dorvils Sisters follow with 
some acrobatics. Girls do well be- 
cause they give the appearance of 
trying so hard. Their’s would be a 
much better act if the routine were 
smoothed out and shaped to better 
working order. One of the girls fell 
twice on a complicated leg spin, 
which did not help. 

Next act is all French, Robert 
Rocca, young singer, who has been 
popular in Momartre nighties. His 
repertoire: includes the usual jokes 
on politicians and music-hall and 
revue personages. Like many other 
acts of this kind, over well with the 
French. 
inten Marsh closes the first 

t with three numbers, two of 
which. are done in French, which is 
entirely understandable. Despite 
good showmanship that one would 
expect to click, the French did not 
crack as well as her songs deserved. 
As is usually the case with an Amer- 
ican artist of this sort, the French 
are divided in their opinions, some 
liking it, others not. Noticeable dur- 
ing her singing was conversation in 
different parts of the house. 

Some good juggling, presented 
with good showmanship, by Paolo. 
Working wth balls and hoops, this 
young juggler does nothing out of 
the ordinary, but has the knack of 
putting things over. 

Old hands at the game, who went 
from bottom to the top and then slid 
back down the ladder follow—the 
Isola Brothers doing a mystic act. 

First item is a mysterious cabinet 
whose sides are made of paper. Built 
on legs and standing on a platform, 
it is first shown that it is empty and 
lights thrown on it from all sides. 
Then the hands and afterward the 
profile of a woman appear in shadow 
form, to end with a young woman 
bursting from the interior. 

Interestingly presented by these 
now aging men, the act was well 
received. For many years they ran 
the Mogador theatre and presented 
the French version of American mu- 
sical comedies there to good biz. 
Then they toppled. 

Tina Meller, Spanish dancer, and 
Mignone, split their numbers. Miss 
Meller offers what might be termed 
a folk dance first and a straight 
Spanish dance afterward. Mignone, 
seen recently at the Bal Tabarin, 
— graceful acrobatics with supple 
egs. 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl does excel- 
lently for best returns of ‘he second 
half. His routine has been changed 
a bit for the better. 

Con Colleano still gets good re- 
turns with his wire walking, but has 
been seen a bit too often here late- 
ly. Real showman as always, his of- 
fering still has a lot of appeal. 

‘Bedini-Taffani close. Four man, 
worman, boy and girl acrobatic act 
mowves’swift’ ad is well presented. 


‘Paolo, juggler, seen earlier alone, is 


one of the principals in this act also. 
Serge Glykson in the pit: Mlle. 
Colette Vivia announcing. Hugo. 





|} an acrobatic 
sters polish off act with a tap routine | 





STATE, N. Y. 


Despite unorthodox routining, the 


current State bill strikes a good 
enough 


entertainment average. [It 
has some slow spots, but these will 
be forgotten by the time Jimmie 
Lunceford’s colored band = gets 
through tearing them apart in the 
closer. 


Technically, with its first three 
turns, show doesn’t get much_ be- 
yond the deuce spot. There’s a 
dance act opener, singing sister team 
No. 2, and The Bredwins, acrobats, 
in third position. According 
Hoyle, the Bredwins are an open- 
ing act, and yet they don’t do badly 
either for themselves or for the show 
as a whole in this late spot. As the 
booker who found out that placing 
act third doesn’t 
a revolution, Sid Piermont must feel 
like Benjamin Franklin after he dis- 


| covered lightning was electricity, or 


the first guy that ate an oyster. 
Jack Seymour and Co. (New Acts) 
is the full stage dancing starter, a 
youthful company of five—four girls 
and Seymour. The act was liked 
here. Frazee Sisters are second, 
singing through the mike out on the 
extended pit platform and using the 
stage proper for their entrance and 
exit only. The Frazees are good 
looking brunets with satisfactory 
voices. They have all the attributes 
and do fairly well, but not as well 
as they should. The singing style 
is to blame for the impression of 
sameness. More novelty and change 
of pace in delivery would make a big 
difference in the general result, and 
there’s no reason why the Frazees 
shouldn’t try it. Just now they’re a 
singing team with plenty of appear- 
ance and the singing itself secondary. 
In their past performances on cafe 
floors, the looks appeal in the nit- 
eries is of course a dominant factor. 


Fred Lightner is fourth and next- 
to-shut, following The Bredwins, in 
the bill’s first attempt at verbal com- 
edy. In fact the only laughs up 
ahead are for the acrobats’ tumbling. 
With Lightner is his competent foil, 
Roscella McQueen, and between 
them they manage a fine job of com- 
edy operation on the customers. 
Lightner shows more progress on 
each visit and now looks ripe for 
better things. 


Lunceford’s band is speedy, per- 
sonified and a swell musical aggrega- 
tion, specializing in heat. Only’ one 
specialty act carried with the 15 men 
and Lunceford, but nothing more is 
needed, for the bandsmen fill out 
the running time with plenty to 
spare. Specialist is Mabel Scott, 
singing twice and getting off with 
some hoofing, and a fast little worker 
in both departments. The arrange- 
ments are mostly swing, even with 
such a tune as ‘My Blue Heaven.’ 
and every number is highlighted by 
pickouts by individual musicians, 
most of whom get solo chances at 
one time or another. 

Film is ‘College Holiday’ (Par). 
House played to pretty good busi- 
ness Friday evening. Bige. 


-_--—— 


ORPHEUM, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Jan. 27. 
Eddie Peabody returned to Seattle 
as headliner on this week’s vaude 
billing to take right up where he 
left off eight years ago in wowing 
‘em. In the days when m. c.’s flour- 
ished like dandelions but were treat- 


ed like orchids, Peabody set this 
town on its ear with a length-of-stay 
record that still remains untouched. 


Seattle has changed in the years 
between, and many of its theatre- 
goers had forgotten the magic of the 
diminutive banjoist’s personality. 
His appearance this week recalls it, 
and re-demonstrates his ability to 
bring forth encores. Essentially, his 
stuff is still the same. With a stool 
in the center of the stage as the 
focal point, Peabody bounces about 
as bountifully as he did in the old 
days. He’s showman enough to in- 
clude some of the latest pop songs 
in his act—and not to forget the 
mes that brought him popular- 
ity. 

A wizard on the banjo, Peabody is 
good, too, on his many-stringed 
guitar and on the violin for novelty 
stuff. Some folks, however, regard 
his singing as poisonous, and _ it’s 
fortunate that his instrumental abil- 
ity, plus his personality, overbalance 
this. His speaking voice is another 
thing. It’s improved greatly in 
clarity and enunciation since he was 
last here. And he uses it well in es- 
tablishing a nice, homey relaiion- 
ship with his audience. 

This show marks the second week 
since the Levey-booked vaude was 
shifted into the Orpheum from the 
Music Hall, where it had been run- 
ning since last November. Change 
was smart, since the name ‘Orpheum’ 
has an intrinsic value for vaude 
shows. 

Remaining four acts on the bill 
are o. k. and well balanced. Indian 
club juggling and hat sailing, both 
comic and serious. by Johnson and 
Deal is good. York and Tracy’s 
slapstick cavorting is funny in spots. 


De May, Martin and Moore, two 
guys and a gal, offer something a 
bit out of the ordinary, burlesking 
the white-tie-and-tails type of waltz. 
Some clever horizontal bar stuff and 
strong-arm balancing is offered by 
the Gilbert Brothers. Trepp. 





to, 





start | 


la trick piano 
| Miss Croel through some slick patte) 


| tunes, with Allan heckling to 





ee 
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TOWER, K.C. 


_Kansas City, Jan. 29 

Flesh ‘section currently is a neat 
package. It’s a return engagement 
for two of acts Croel and Allan, and 
Allen and Kent Foursome. Croe! 
and Allan wrapped this house up 
something over a’year ago and with 
the help of lots of newspaper copy 
for current appearance, the spendees 
remember. 

Pic is ‘Join the Marines’ 
with a Warner pictorial, a Universal 
cartoon and Fox news. House was 
well filled first showing Friday nich} 
with everybody apparently satisiied 
with the resluts. 

Croel and Allan, coming on after 
a tremendous buildup by Ted Cook 
lived up to a good share of their ad_ 
vance. The bland Al Allan smack 
and puts the 


(Rep) 


tricky 


paces. She also pipes a couple of 
rood 
returns. Her tap routine is passable 
Their style and gab is ready made 
for this house. The gal clinches the 
act with a bit of ludicrous business. 
throwing a rope ladder over the tall 
Allan to climb it and kiss him. 

The Allen and Kent Foursome 
consists of a young boy and gal and 
ditto oldsters. It’s all hoofing from 
rhythm taps to buck and wing. It’s 
also one of those semi-sympathy 
things, with the nicely costumed boy 
and gal on first with the fancy taps 
and making way for the rather 
colorless older team, who were in 
the biz when night clubs were some- 
thing a cop swung. 

Paul Duke, who looks like a 
Hollywood gentleman detective, is a 
magician. He works with white 
gloves and does the usual card palm- 
ing routine. His specialties are 
cigars, cigarettes and pipes handled 
in accepted legerdemain style. 

Horn and Frank are a couple of 
lads who hoof and toot harmonicas. 
Lester Harding stays on and on here. 
Ted Cook gives his smoothest per- 
formance to date in the m.c. harness. 
The line (12) have three innings, 
with a toe number in ballet rig a 
bell-ringer. 

Somewhere along the route an 
amateur ballroom team gets mixed 
in and up. Hoyt. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 28. 

Norman Carroll's ‘Mardi Gras’ unit, 
opening here today, is long on pro- 
duction, short on punchy talent. 
Standouts in this lineup are the pro- 
duction numbers and a mixed line of 
16 gals and eight boys who, in ex- 
ecuting various sightly routines, lift 
the show at vital spots when it be- 
gins to sag seriously. 

Best bet is the ‘Afterglow’ num- 
ber, opening with a modern chore- 
ography and high-lighted by a nud- 
ish specialty in purple spot by Na- 
talie and Darnelle. Their nicely de- 
vised exotic routine has for a sur- 
prise finish a very spectacular adagio 
— that puts this act in the top 
class, 


Show’s opener, a festival grouping 
with colorful costumes in the Mardi 
Gras spirit, beautifully sets the 
theme of the unit. A ‘Heebie Jeebie’ 
number in green costumes, later, is 
climaxed by a solo tap on a 12-foot 
pedestal by Eleanor Etheridge that 
adds zest to the entire number. A 
reprise by line in strobolight finishes 
off, Finale production has a zippy 
musical comedy flair and a novelty 
climax. In front of an heroic facial 
outline, three show girls are flown 
in full view of the audience and their 
head-dresses form eyes and nose of 
aclown, Another girl on a low ped- 
estal forms the mouth with her head- 
gear; and the chorus lying around 
the base of the face on their backs, 
with feet in air form the neckline 
ruffle of the figure. ~ 

Mack Bros. and Kita help mat- 
ters along admirably in the deuce 
spot with their comedy acro turn; 
and Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
in next-to-shut get fair duke din for 
their hoofing, which rates high in the 
eccentric department. A military tap 
on stairs is a good finale, Their gags 
are of the pancake ilk. 

Mildly received half-way in the 
unit is the unique violin acrobatic 
turn of the Arnaut Bros., followed 
by their oft-seen bird whistling act 
(with Nellie Arnaut) that got tepid 
reception. 

Bert Walton and his pasty-faced 
partner, Michael Sprin, do a mara- 
thon of gaggine about Sprin’s al- 
leged imminent death. Walton is a 
perennial here and clicks on his per- 
sonality. The long talk about death 
and sickness is most monotonous and 
depressing, however, after five min- 
utes, and Walton worked nearer 25 
on this show. With a sheaf of cheery 
quips, Walton could have walked 
away with this show. Sprin’s vocal- 
ing at the finish registers, but this 
pleasing element arrives too late for 
the good of the act. 

Talbert Haslett handles the vocals 
for production numbers, and al- 
though he first appears to be one of 
those tenors who take themselves 
too seriously, he soon dispels that 
impression by his excellent singing 
and quick exits. Sue Chrysler is the 
other featured vocalist. om 

It's a picturesque, colorful girlie 
show that needs more support thar 
it’s getting from the film, ‘Flying 
Hostess’ (U). Fox. 
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EARLE, PHILAD’LPHIA 


Philadelphia, Jan. 29. 
A better-than-average show, noted 
most particularly for its exception- 
ally fine mounting and costuming, is 


on exhibition at the Earle this week | 


with Roscoe Ates as headliner. Film 
is ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). 

Show is opened by the Sixteen 
Rockets, better looking gals than the 
average of these ensembles and 
trimly gowned in crinoline with par- 
asols, doing a familiar, but effective, 
routine. 
pictorially well above par, with the 
garden background also easy on the 
eye. 

‘The Oehman Twins come next, 
starting with a conventional tap ac- 


ceptably performed and ending with | 


a bit of ballroom twirling. 

In the next spot are Reynolds and 
White, using most of their ald ma- 
terial, but still okay as far as the 
customers are concerned. This man 
and woman team, with their hobo 
costumes and their circus clown gags 
that include all the old-timers, in- 
cluding the red-light nose, clicked 
nicely at the opening show. 

Doris Rhodes, a warm-voiced con- 
tralto and a good looker, warbles 
‘You Turned the Tables on Me,’ a 
combo of ‘Body and Soul’ and ‘I’ve 
Got You Under My Skin’ and ‘Shoe 
Shine Boy.’ Audience was cordial. 

Rockets re-appear as Miss 
Rhodes finishes her last number 
dressed as shoe-shiners and do a 
Bowery routine with an _ unpro- 
grammed boy contributing a fair tap. 
This number ends with the Oehmans 
doing a Bowery dance that doesn’t 
register very strongly. 

Ates comes next and. rather. sur- 
prises with the quality of his comedy 
patter. Working with a_ stunning 
femme stooge — strictly of the 
‘straight’ and dignified order and 
taking no rough-stuff—Ates coaxes 
plenty of laughs and winds up his 
act by playing the trombone and vio- 
lin well enough to warrant passing 
notice. 

The Rockets—they work hard in 
this show—deliver a waltz in front of 
a mirror set, and 


not startling. 


Mills, Kirk and Howard, second in | 


the billing, follow. 


and Haile Selassie. Their knock- 
about clowning is strictly of the regu- 


lation variety. E. Staniloff contributes | 


a characteristic Russian dance in the 
show’s finale. Waters. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, Jan. 29._ 
Sock show current at this spot Is 


just what a psychologist might order | 


for ‘this. strike-ridden burg. Its 


tempo is snappy, which whisks the | 


mind away from serious matters. It 


It’s not a hot get-away, but | 


Ruth Pryor per- | 
forms a ballet solo that is okay, but | 


They are best in | 
their imitations of Hitler, Mussolini | 
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antly and graphically etherized from 
the scenes of this catastrophe, it still 
remains for the screen to really im- 
press the horror of it all. 

os the reels have done a great job 
of it. 
siderable showmanship in what they 
shot, Bird’s-eye views from the 
|}planes and regimentation of succor 
| are corking, but almost as nothing 
|compared to those simple 





| the marquee of a cinema, or just 


flooded | were 3 
| street scenes showing the tide up to |'0,he GTC vaudeville plums, In 


Lensers have manifested con- | 
\ Theatres 


under the height of a traffic light on | 


a main highway. Then the rela- 
| tivity of comparison asserts itself and 
| brings it forcibly home. Main hotels 
inundated, so that one can literally 
|row into the lobbies and register. 
| That’s punch stuff. What attacks the 

normal waterfronts is dwarfed when 

the tidal wave’s attack is shown hit- 
ting the more cosmopolitan midtown 
sectors of each city. Then the fan, 
sitting in a Broadway picture house, 
starts to think. t’s as if the Hud- 
son River or the East River were 
to overflow the banks of 12th avenue 
or Avenue D, on the west and east 
sides but it’s something, really, if the 
marquee of the Embassy 

Broadway were to 

water-level. 

Next to the floods. 
the auto strike stuff. 
| Par’s Goering-Mussolini news in 
Rome is excuse for a European run- 
around with the camera showing 
England’s Anthony Eden and France’s 
| Leon Blum, and their relations to 
| the fascistic countries’ alliance. 
| Not a little s.a. in this week’s com- 
pilation with Lew Lehr’s Florida 
beaut stuff setting the pace; fashions 
for the South (meaning swimming 
suits, always surefire) and © girls 
on motobikes, also in Florida. All 
by Fox Movietone and good. Metro 
jand Fox split the sports coverage 
| with amateur glovers and: Pathe doe 
Hialeah. 

President’s birthday is teed off bv 
U (Bea Lillie clip), then Howard 
Chandler Christy’s poster (Par), 
Pathe’s shot of Carl Byoir (a pub- 
licist) soeaking, and Fox’s scenes at 
} Warm Springs, Ga. 

Only 21 clips in all, but the flood 
news is a medley of a score within 
itself. Featurette is No. 28. of 
U-Lowell Thomas’ ‘Going Places.’ 

Abel. 


theatre on 
become the 


of course, comes 


| mc iasaaataataion 
| 


ORIENTAL, CHI. 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 

Disappointment is due the Oriental 
customers this week, going in to see 
a Hawaiian act and not seeing any 
grass skirts. Milton Douglas is 
there. however, teamed with Milton 
Charleston, doing the same things 
Ken Murray used to do with the 
latter, including the phenomenal Rus- 
sian dancing bit at the finish that 
! Charleston has always done. Act 
| clicks: it’s fast, lusty, well timed. 
and Douglas is the master of the 
| situation at all times. Gags come 
fast, are fresh as a whole, and the 
act builds right from the opening 





has plenty of belly-rolls, which | gun. 
never hurt anybody. And it trots | Dorothy Hild Ballet opens the 
out more sure-fire talent than town’s | show with a routine that wasn't 


able to recall for a long time. 

Response is all the more startling 
in view of fact there’s no big mar- 
quee lure in the bill. This deficiency, 
however, is taken care, of by the 
flicker; ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par), 
which is getting:’em inside. 

In the 45-minute show are the 
Seven Loria Bros. (New Acts), Mex- 
icans, whose youngest member, about 
4, is a natural for rocking applause; 
Sol Grauman and Co., whose musi- 
cal stairs still offers plenty of en- 
tertainment even though it’s not 
exactly novel any more; Calgary 
Brothers, slow-motion comedians; the 
Six Canestrellys, swell ladder bal- 
ancers and Elinor Sherry, whose 
contralto pipes get over nicely. 

While not lavish, settings for the 
most part are nifty; especially for 
Grauman’s closing turn with the 
musical stairs. M.c.’ing by Organist 
Merle Clark is okay. 

Top honors at the late evening 
show caught unmistakably went to 
the Loria Bros. Their tunes, per- 
formed on native Mexican instru- 
ments, aren’t superb, but their ap- 
pearance and delivery are sockaroo. 

Six Canestrellys, ex of Folies Ber- 
ere, get show off to a fine start with 
a round of swell feats. Four femmes 
and two males, garbed in sailor togs, 
know their biz. Climax is a human 
pole of three persons balanced on a 
free ladder. Elinor Sherry makes a 
neat appareance and garners plenty 
of attention with her pop songs. 

Next-to-shut, the Calgary brothers 
get over big with their ‘English 
music hall’ comedy. Their slow- 
motion fight is a honey, and their 
Pantomime turn brought a call back. 
Grauman, plus his four terping gals, 
have benefit of nice costuming. 

Eduard Werner's pop-tune over- 
ture is embellished with a trio of 
local young gals, known as the 
Sweet and Low Trio. They handle 
Violins deftly and combine for some 
different warbling. Voices are es- 
pecially good. 

Nice crowd on hand at late show 
Friday evening (29). Pete. 


EMBASSY 


(NEWSREELS) 


, Fifty per cent. of the Emb’s hour 
Is flood stuff. And that old saw 
about one picture being worth thou- 
Sands of words is well illustrated 
this week. With all that’s been pub- 
lished and all that’s been so poign- 





staged any too well, but there are 
only 12 girls in the line now, and 


as large as the Oriental’s. Do cart 
wheels and taps, then finally go off 
after introducing hoops into the 
routine as a sendoff for Howard 
Nichols and his juggling act. He 
does a lot of fast stuff, over-shoulder 
rolls, hoop returning, whirling and 
other novelties, either tapping or 
balancing all the time he works. 
Landed a whole lot more solidly 
than an opener usually does at this 
house. 


Arno, man and girl knockabout act. 
Just rough enough to go socko with 
the Oriental crowd. Comedy adagios, 


shorter than it is. 

Ballet appears again prior to 
Douglas and Charleston, two of the 
girls doing specialties which aren't 
bad. The two Miltons, plus Douglas’ 
wife, and a stooge who comes on for 
just a bit, lop off any stray icicles 
that might have been on the cus’- 
tomers’ palms. 

Hawaiian Follies carries nine en- 
tertainers, an m.c. who should be 
deported for singing, and no grass 
skirts. Definite routine worked out 
here, with a song, a dance, a song, a 
dance; breaking it up some by team- 
ing the various instrumentalists into 
a number of combos. Start out with 
the regulation Hawaiian dreamy 
music and ‘ceremonial’ dances, work- 
ing up by degrees until three girls 
are doing taps to ‘Top Hat,’ and 
wearing spangled dress coats and 
black silk trousers. Transition in- 
cludes the hula as the Griental stags 
know it, torturous twis‘tings and all. 

Show was stopped in two spots 


once on the 
billed as 
really 


chorus number and 
dancing of a youngster 
Baby Joy, who does some 
difficult taps for a kid. 
Picture is ‘Banjo On My Knee’ 


(20th). House three-quarters capac- 
ity on the second of four shows 
opening day. Loop. 





Prudence ‘Penny Wise’ 
Hollywood, .'eb. 2. 
Pete Smith has signed Prudence 





one-reeler, which 


‘Penny Wisdom,’ 
| will be made in technicolor. 

Gertrude Short and William New- 
ell have featured roles. 


acrobatics, falls, and the ventrilo- | > , ! 
‘ ’ 7 : | formed. Draper’s style is so unique | 
quist dummy bit make the act seem | jt pisht almost be called classical 


| Penny. home economist, for a Metro | 


Victoria Palace, London 


London, Jan. 26. 

Things are not too easy for Kurt 
Robitschek and his Vicpalace alli- 
ance. Fact that this is a General 
house, through the Moss 
Empires-GTC connections, with 
Robitschek having leased the place. 
does not mean he has ecarte-blanche 


fact, the ex-German producer holds 
quite an extensive barring list. 


| which occasionally is ‘relented’ some- 


what. 

But with all the 
seems amazing how well he gets’ 
through. Current week’s bill. for 
instance, in for a fortnight. prior to 
his big show, which generally runs 
around eight weeks, undoubtedly 
has talent and boxoffice value. 

Headed by Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon, conceded one of the few 
teams of film stars who really have 
a vaudeville vehicle. Daniels-Lv: 
combo socks ’em with ease 


difficulties, it 


Jackie Heller, doubling from the 
Grosvenor house, is the problem of 
the bill. Heller undoubtedly has 
American reputation le had eve 


chance here, coming into the tail end 
of the Lou Holtz show and replac- 
ing Carolyn Marsh, who was rushed 
to Paris to make the onening of the 
Alhambra Jan. 22. Heller’s trouble 

are his songs. He tried out a good 
number, and should have been per- 
fect for the official opening. Did 
four numbers, and was getting away 


| with quite a recention, then gave an 


it’s hard to make so few fill a stage | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
Number two spot holds Ames and | 


encore, with a portion of the house 
resenting his overstay. 

Florence Mayo and Felix the 
Horse, also from the Grosvenor, i: 
veally Pansy, but that word has not 
yet been accepted into the English 
language, hence, the billing change. 
This sort of thing has been done by 


the Griffiths Brothers for decade: 
here, and yet it is still okay. 
O’Donell and Blair, only direct 


tobitschek importation from Amer- 
ica, have a good offering, and with 
enough novelty to make it different. 
Tough luck again, having to follow 
Pansy, as the latter also uses a prop 
horse for big laughs. Team should | 
make the grade in other spots. And 
closing spot does not help any fo1 
an act of this type. 

Oliver Wakefield, inconsequential 
gabber, is always a laugh, but will 
have to dig in for new material 
pretty soon. Sherkot registers hi: 
full quota of laughs, desnite they did 
not understand him in New York. 

Of the locals, the biggest hit is 
Dick’ Henderson, who can still sing 
a song and has a new line of funny 
gab. 

Nellie Wallace, an old-timer vith 
a reputation, has mcdernized her 
work by injecting blue material, but 
at times too blue. 

Robinson and Martin, two Ameri- 
cans who have been adopted by the 
English, are a classy team of dancers, 
and ripe for a return trip to Amer- 
ica. | 

Opening spot goes to Lalage, here 
with Cliff Fischer’s last London Ca- 
sino show. Girl is about the best- 


looking aerialist around, working 
in an easy and nonchalant manner. 
> | 


Philadétphita, Tah. 29°." | 
With the exception of Paul, Draper, 
this week’s stage bill at Fox is un-| 


includes 6nly thrée acts, preceded by. | 


| grandiose potpotiri of “Vietor Her-); hotel, Feb. 5. 


bert melodies offered as overture by | 
house band. 

If rest of bill is only ordinary, | 
however, Paul Draper’s tap dancing | 
more than compensates. Turn con-| 
sists of four routines, all brilliantly | 
conceived and magnificently per-| 


tap dancing and his easy grace is 


| deft and showmanly. 





To accompaniment of lone piano. | 
Draper opens with routine to ‘Just | 
One of Those Things’ in moderate | 
tempo. Unusual number to old- 
fashioned French gavotte follows. | 
Then hot session with ‘Christopher | 
Columbus.’ As that had ’em begging | 
for more, Draper finishes with strik- | 
ing routine to ‘Blue Danube’ waltz. | 
Since his last appearance here two| 
seasons ago, Draper has begun an- 
nouncing own numbers. Has casual, | 
modest manner. 

Opening act of show is Liazeed | 
Troupe of eleven tumblers. Only | 
thing that distinguishes them from | 


|} any other capable acrobatic outfit is 


|size of act. In 
| Buster 
| George, 


on the opening matinee, once on a | 


second spot are 
with Olive and) 
midgets. 


Okay turn of| 

dancing and patter. 
Picture is ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB). 
Bus iess fair. Tlobe. 


Shaver. 


Paschall Runs Forum 


Atlanta, Feb. 2. 


Walter Paschall, for 13 months | 
WSB’s newscaster, has been given 


| six-month leave of absence to head 


Atlanta’s Federal Forum project un- 
der supervision of U. S. Commis- 


| sioner of Education. 


Douglas Edwards, from the an- 
nouncing side of WSB; will fill in for | 
2aschall, while. Herbert. Harris, for- 
meriy with WNOX; 
moves inta the gap’ créated by ‘the 
drafting of Edwards for Paschall’s | 
post. _ 


|for their 


repre D aa ‘ ie “4 
| distinguished and btief; Entire, show..,. Eddie ‘Cantor will ‘foin. in the, 


| he Sir Francis Drake, with NBC re- 


| Starting Feb. 7 over KPO, San Fran- 


New Aets 





(Continued from page 54) 
— 


see what visiting magis have to of- 


fer, even though they know all the! 


answers. 

Program is divided into three 
parts, two of which are devoted 
to the usual run of 
hocus-pocus of 
Kellar type show. Included are silk 
productions, disappearing of a bor- 
rowed watch, money catching, rising 
cards, floating ball, and a couple of 
illusions’ thrown in. The middle 
part of the program is divided be- 


tween apparent mental phenomena | 


with readings by Mrs. Fleming, tl 
rapping hand and the old = spirit 
cabinet with tambourines ringing 


bells and the like. Mrs. Fleming 
makes an unusual and dignified a 
tu.nt in a magic show as a men- 
‘ 

One of the features of the pro- 
growth of flower 
ire tossed out to 
Ss 4 ence This effect. a per- 
formed by Flen is believed to be 
xclusive with him, as he acquired 
t many years ago from Karl Ger- 
! n. long since dead. Fleming wa: 
é clated with Germain as a boy 

and was his assistant. 
Professor Fleming is the only 


entitled to that 
many have claimed 
background and_ slow 
while definitely dated 


working magician 
hilling, though 
it. One set 


presentation, 


and more of the last century than | 


neverthel 
professor’s 
which is even 

than that of the 

Fleming's gentle- 


of the present, are 
pleasing because of the 
cultured address, 
more agreeable 
late Thurston’s. 





Pacific Coast Notes 


(Continued from page $8) 
over KFRC, San Francisco. Program 
consists of interviews. 

Zen Bernie and Jack Benny 
wapping shots on each _ other’s 
shows. Jello virtuoso bandys quips 
on maestro’s March 2 airing. 





Myron Dutton goes on NBC pro- 
duction staff in Hollywood. 

Stan Holt in Hollywood on mis- 
sion for William Esty agency. 


Amos ’n’ Andy ducked out of Palm 
Springs after their broadcasts to 
escape the desert freeze. 

Block and Sully earned an encore 
recent Camel broadcast. 
Reprise Feb. 9 with Donald Novis as 
guest canary. 


John Swallow, NBC Hollywood 
manager, assigned standbys for all 
studio shows as precaution against 
last minute flu ‘eletions 


Chester Lauck (Lum and Abner) 
cleaned up.the Hollywood gang at 
golfi,And them,he crossed mashies 
with Siramie Fidler: ) « « 99 


Irving, Berlin tribute on Hollywood { 





Lewis Allen Weiss has a speaking 
date in Frisco Feb. 18. He'll gab 
about ‘Big Names in Radio.’ 


Willet H. Brown, KHJ (‘Los An- 
geles) ass't manager, heading east to 
see about clearing time on Mutual 
net for Coast shows. 


Irvin S. Cobb revamped his Olds- 
mobile broadcast so he could cheer 
up the flood refugees with tales of 
his youth in Paducah, Ky. 





Fairmont Hotel, San _ Francisco, 
has shifted its dance broadcasts from 
NBC to CBS, which is giving the 
Henry King ork more time on the 
air. CBS now has the Fairmont and 


leasing dance programs from all the 
other top dine and dance spots, in- 
cluding the Mark Hopkins, St. Fran- 
cis, Palace, Deauville, and Bal 
Tabarin, 

Charles MacAlister, NBC reader, 
has been signed for the garden talks 





and KFI, Los Angeles, under 
the auspices of the Pacific Guano Co. 


cisco 


old-fashioned | 
the Thurston and/| 


manly manner and erudite English 
is very satisfactory for this tyre of 
audience and there are few, if any 
in the deception racket today 
do as well. It’s probably the 
old-fashioned magic show left in the 
| United States today and is o 





f more 
|interest as a museum piece than as 
a boxoffice attraction for theatres, 

This doesn’t worry the profesor, 
however, who knows his economie 
as well as his magic, and has en 
all year-round teaching job and szl- 
ary which the show business doesn’t 
guarantee, 


VERNON RICKARD 
Tenor 

8 Mins. 

Sapphire Room, N. Y. 

Guido and Paul Carey of 
Grand: Central station J. P. C 
in N. Y.) have a chi-chi atm e 
in the Sapphire Room (nee the Em- 
bassy Club) and a personable tenor 
in Vernon Rickard, who is seeming- 
ly starting to mean _ something, 
pronto, despite his short sojourn at 
this spot. 

Rickard is a Mortondowneyesque 
Irish tenor, of svelter proportions, 
who sings anything that'll please the 
customers. On the night caught it 
devolved principally around ‘Empty 
Saddles’ and ‘Mother Machree,’ the 
latter, one understands, in deference 
to Boss Carey, and the former by 
preference, since Rickard sells it in 
nice style. 

Considering that the tenor be- 
peaks more of the Noe! Coward 
type of songalog, this is a bit of a 
paradox, although it doesn’t gainsay 
his. commercial qualities. On the 
contrary, Rickard seems to please 
em handily and he responds hand- 
somely—perhaps a bit too gener- 
ously. 
| A _ white-tie-and-tails sort of a 
songster, he could really enhance his 
personal qualities by giving some 
{serious attention to an _ exclusive 
{number or two. Then, the pops. But 
as is, the gamut ranges from ‘The 
Way You Look Tonight’ to ‘Pennies 
from Heaven,’ plus the others men- 
tioned. 

That he registers as well ashe 
does with these obviously dated pops 
is the more to his credit, considering 
| that the Sapphire Room (on East 
| 57th in the Sutton sector) draws the 
| Morocco-Stork club type of cus- 
tomers, and already is said to be 
|making itself felt by these joints. 
| Guido and Carey have the advan- 
| tage of a large capacity, no couvert, 
|a spacious ante-bar (in itself a bit of 
|a bonanza, from 11 indications) and 
a convenient location. 
| Augmenting Rickard is Barry Win- 
| ton, with a suave but snappy style 
of syncopation. Ann Seton, part- 
| Cherokee Indian, songstress, is the 
| vocal chorus giver-outer. Abel, 





| JACK SEYMOUR and Co. (4) 
| Dance Act 

| 10 Mins.; Full 

| State, N. Y. 

Only one boy with the four girls 
in this act, so the boy must be Sey- 
mour. It’s a dance flash without 
much flash, but plenty of dancing, 
and as an’ opéner a‘ the State it more 


} than fills the ‘bill. 


Seymour’ is'a youth with good long 
legs and an ‘eccentric dancing style 
‘and phiz that ‘remind of the late 
Jack Dotrahye, If he can talk, he’s 
| going ‘pldces from here. 

Heln ‘consists of a sister team, sole 
girl dancer’ and a girl who stays at 


really look alike and they’re small 
and cute and tastefully costumed, 
which makes up for the ordinary 
quality of their dancing. Soloist is 
a blonde acrobatic-control dancer, 
with one number nicely done. 

It looks like somebody sees some- 
thing in Seymour, with that the chief 
reason for the production. Mean- 
while the act will please. Bige. 





LARRY ADLER 
Harmonica 

18 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 

Larry Adler, billed as ‘the har- 
monica champ of the world,’ created 
something of a sensation abroad. He 
is not what might be cousidered a 
st-ndard type of attraction for the 
cafe floors, but there’s no mistake 
a out him belonging, whether fancy 
east side or Broadway environment. 

Adler works in tails and with that 
harmonica has the showmanship to 
fight for attention, which he gets. His 
‘Bolero’ is one of the specials, but on 
this he goes a bit too theatrical, 
straining himself to be dramatic: but 


good, however. ‘Small Hotel,’ an- 
other of his numbers, is a very 
swingy thing, exceptionally weil 
done. This number produces the de- 


sired encore, Char. 





Gertrude Atherton gets the guest: MANYA and DRIGO 


spot on Martha Meade’s Household | 
Headliners program Thursday (4) 
over the coast NBC-Red web from 


Dancing 
8 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 





San Francisco. Sperry Flour spon- 
sor, is renewing its efforts to get | 
‘names’ in the news for its twice- 
weekly matinee shows, 

Coveny, 


Carlton sales 


of the radio department ‘of the San 
Francisco Advertising Club. 


A slick team of ballroom expo- 
nents who are very adept at their 
| work and rate high on precision. The 
| Manya and Drigo combination, prob- 
ably Spanish, has the class demanded 
| by the better niteries, but for picture 


manager house units should also prove more 
Knoxville, | for KJBS, San Francigeo, will be (‘ha 
vuest speaker at’ February meeting | 


satisfactory. 


The routine embraces three nurn- 
bers, all done with a flourish of flash, 
The third is a wiggly creation ex- 
pertly executed, 


Char. 


e piano throughout the act. Sistérr 
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Box-Score; Gabriel, Brown Follow 


A new name heads the first-string 
fegit critics’ box score as the half- 
way mark is reached. Robert Cole- 
man, N. Y. Daily Mirror’s prognosti- 
cator on the merits and chances of 
the Broadway shows, thus has finally 
succeeded in breaking the strangle- 
hold on first place held interchange- 
ably by Gilbert Gabriel (American) 





and John Mason Brown (Post) for 
a number of years. His percentage 
is 918. 

Mid-season box-score is predicated 
on 57 new shows. Of these, Cole- 
man reviewed 49, called 45 correctly, 
two wrong and failed to make -up 
his mind one way or the other on 
the remaining two. These are added 
to the wrong column. 


Curious point is that Coleman is 
the only reviewer tabbed who is 
not a member of the Drama Critics 
Circle. Walter Winchell, member of 
that group which allegedly takes in 
all the first-stringers, has a contract 
with the N. Y. Mirror whereby he is 
acknowledged as the play critic but, 
thus far this season, he has had time 
to scan only three productions. He 
is currently on the Coast making a 
feature film for 20th Century-Fox. 


Gabriel, top man at this time last 
year, slips down to second place 
with a percentage of .905. Gabriel 
reviewed 53 shows and called five of 
them wrong, but, unlike Coleman, 
carried nary a no-opinion, 

Brown, for the first time in quite 
a while, slipped below the .900 mark. 
He caught 50 shows since the start 
of the season, called 44 correctly and 


wound up with an .880 ranking,.t 
take third plage whigay itt 
and Gabriel. John Anderson (Jour- 








nal), with 846, . idge 
(Sun), with .830-and Atkin- 
son (Times), with ank fourth, 


fifth and sixth res ly. 


Newcomers N, S. G. 
Newcomers to the corps of New 
York first-string play-viewers did 
not fare so well. On the basis of the 
mid-season total of shows caught, 
Richard Watts, Jr.. who succeeded 
to the late Percy Hammond’s mantle 


on the Herald-Tribune, finished up | 


in seventh place with .792. He called 
42 shows correctly, nine wrong ahd 
tendered two no opinions. Douglas 
Gilbert, who took over Robert Gar- 
land’s spot on the World-Telegram, 
dropped into last place, with a per- 
centage of .620. Along with Gar- 
land’s berth, Gilbert seems to have 
inherited the latter’s predilection 
for no-opinions, being scored with a 
total of five in 50 shows caught. Be- 
sides the five yes-and-no’s Gilbert 
called 14 shows wrong. 

Burns Mantle (News), dean of the 
daily drama commentators, is 
runner-up to Gilbert for last-place. 
Mantle’s mid-season percentage is 
.629. He tops all the others in num- 
ber of shows caught, having viewed 
54, but called 20 wrong. 

Variety, as is natural with any 


self-scorekeeper, is still doing all 
right for itself. Muggs caught 57 


shows and only juggled five, for a 
total of .929. 





‘Roosty’ for B’way Roost 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 


‘Roosty.’ play being scripted by 


Frank Thomas, film actor, and Map;} solvency, 
tin Berekley, RKO writer, for abe en 
way production next fall. ' 

Frankie Thomas, juve legiter 
film ‘actor, pencilled | in for ‘top” sae 
ini ‘cast. - 








TREASURERS NAME 


SIDNEY R. FLEISHER 


Sidney R. Fleisher, 
late Joseph P. Bickerton, 
practice of law, 


Jr., 
has been appointed 


in the 


counsel for the Treasurers 
post Bickerton held over a 
period of years. There were two 
attorneys considered but, 
a close vote of the board, 


pointed out that Fleisher had fre- 


which 


other after 


| Philadelphia. 


associate of the | 


Club, | 


it was | 


quently acted for the club when his | 


former associate was 
gaged and was more familiar 
the club’s functions than the others. 

Although he 
club decided against an. honorary 
life membership, which was ac- 
corded to Bickerton. 
last August, Bickerton’s 
given $1,000, which sum is payable 


Amsterdam, N. Y., proceeds to go to 
the organization’s sick and burial 
fund. New president, 
Schnebbe (Lycetim), presided at a 
pep meeting and beefsteak Satur- 
day (30), 
ing final work in compiling the jour- 
nal, sale of tickets and securing of 
talent. 


Mysterious Chest if . is ny . 
Causes’ Postponement. 





was made counsel, | 


Oscar Shaw Gambles, 


otherwise en- | 
with | 


When he died | 
estate was | 


on demise of all life members. | 
| Others receive $500. 

Treasurers’ annual benefit show 
wil be held Feb. 21, at the New 


for the purpose of speed- | 


‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and Fon- 


tanne), Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), Er- 
langer, Chicago. 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert, 
Boston. 
Nazimova Repertory, Parkway, 
Madison, Wis., 1-2; Davidson, 


Milwaukee, 3-6. 


‘On Your Toes,’ Hanna, Cleve- 
land. 

‘Petrified Forest,’ E! Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Point of Honor,’ Erlanger, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Colonial, 
Boston. 


‘Reason for Youth,’ Brighton, 
Brighton Beach, 2. 
‘Reflected Glory’ 
Bankhead), Chestnut, 
phia. 
‘Return of Hannibal,’ 
San Francisco. 


(Tallulah 
Philadel- 


Geary, 





Saves Himself $1,500 
In Suit by Etna Ross 


Oscar Shaw, comedian, 





saved him- 


self at least $1,500 on a gamble Fri- | Even without these commitments it | 


|day (29) when he directed his at- 


| 


ing on what amount the girl was en- 
titled to. It was reported later they 
had practically decided to award her 
34,500 damages. 

:Miss» Rogs sued: on the claim that 
Shaw, pushed sher down a flight of 
backstage steps at a San Diego, 
Cals» theatre between acts of the 
show, ‘Of.Thee 1,Sing’ in which 
Shaw played as, President Winter- 
green. Girl. claimed that she was 


| 





~~ Of Dillingham Sale 





Action on the scheduled sale of | 
the rights of the estate of the late | 
| Charles B. Dillingham in 125 plays. 
operettas and musical comedies, was | 


postponed Friday 
Bankruptcy John 
| March 12, after a score of attorneys 
and representatives of theatrical 
producers and speculators had ap- 
peared in the Federal Building for 
the hearing. 


(29) by Referee in 
E. Joyce until 


chest which belonged to Dillingham 
entered into the arguments of the 
attorneys. 


This chest, which had been turned 
over by R. H. Burnside, former Dill- 
ingham partner, to Frank Furlong, 
one. of the estate’s executives, is be- 
lieved to contain papers’ which 
would clarify Dillingham’s interest 
in the property in question. Furlong 
placed the chest in storage and is at 
present in Havana. 

Although attorneys for the Irving 
| Trust Co., trustee for the estate, in- 
| sisted that the sale be held forth- 
with, William. Hamilton Osborne. 
representing the Dramatists Guild, 
Inc., protested that the contracts 
which Dillingham made after 1925 








of the author. These 
Osborne claimed, stipulated that in 
case of bankruptcy, receivership or 
,other proceedings involving _in- 
all rights to the play or 
plays must be returned to the author 


Opponents to the ‘sale claim that 


Dillingham had no rights in many of | 


the plays now sought to be sold by 
the trustee. 


contained a clause prohibiting the | 
producer from assigning his rights | 
to other parties without the consent | 
contracts, | 


seriously injured. and that her in- 
juries interferred with her danc- 
ing. She is now appearing in ‘Idiot’s 
Delight.’ 

When the jury had been out nearly 
three hours, Shaw apparently be- 


| counsel for Miss Ross. 
both attorneys informed 

Noonan that the defendant 
| agreed to settle the matter for 
$3,000. Court accepted the settle- 


ment and consented to Shaw paying | 


Judge | 


his future earnings. 


| pacity, 


| torneys to settle for $3,000 the $50,000 | 
Allen J. cuit for assault brought against him | 
| By Etna Ross, dancer, while a N. Y.| 


| Supreme Court jury was deliberat- | 


came nervous. He conferred with his | 
| attorney and the latter talked with | 
As a result | 


had | 























Loop Legit Shortage 


Has Preds. Worried; 


| To Build New Houses? 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 


Such a scarcity of 





Last fall, however, Gordon Lange. 
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Drama Critics’ Box Se Current Road Shows | Stanford's New $500,000 Model Campus 
rama S X )Ccore | (WEEK OF FEB. 1) 
Ballet Russo, Civic Aude, San e ? 
“i | Jose, Cal., 1; Civic Aude, Sacra- a e m . remiere a ry 
AS OF JAN. 30, ’37 | mento, 2; Civic Aude, Oakland, ? 
. ’ | 3: U. of Oregon, Eugene, Ore., 4, * 
US a CL Ere ae Paramount, Portland, 5; Moore, 1 
Key to abbreviations: SR. (shows reviewed), R. (right), weenie, _—- ’ 5A ee Uncle Sam Presents _ Palto Alto, Feb. 2. 
W. (wrong), O. (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). Boy Meets Girl,’ Auditorium, Stanford University’s dramatic de- 
| Long Beach, Cal., 1-2: layoff 3-4; artment walked up and took 
aw OC OR TD ee ee 5-6 It's t that ‘Glory for || fi J sang eed ge sety 
EY COLEMAN Cire) ....... 8 2.3 3 5. Lo pirate rote agin mf tore aS OE OS mrondwey's hand. last 
zo - | Dead End,’ Cass, Detroit. All,’ forthcoming political satire week when it announced that ; 
GILBERT W. GABRIEL (American)... 53 48 . > ED “ ; age Aye vee, a 
a | D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Nixon, by Nat Perrin, is something of would present the Americar “e 
JOHN MASON BROWN (Post) ....... 50 44 6 830 So —— a 
ae | Pittsburgh. an altruistic production under miere of Talbot Jennings’ play 
JOHN ANDERSON (Journal) 52 44 8 846 |) - , BS play, 
RICHARD LOCKRIDGE (S Me epd Adis 53 44 8 - 'g30 || ‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Har- the combined auspices of ‘This Side Idolatry,’ as the first 
nF ves sewe - : : ee: | ris, Chicago. || George Jessel, Jack Benny, Bert campus production of 1937. Leslie 
BROOKS ATKINSON (Times) . 41 34 4 3 829 || aiken. Ta , = . Arts es 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Herald Trib.) Pa 49 9 p< 792 Follies,’ Grand, Chicago. Wheeler, George N. Burns (and Howard and Gilbert Miller produced 
BURNS MANTLE (News) . 2 54 34 20 "629 | PR ang ™ _— on aad = M. Allen), and a couple of other it in London in 1933, with Howard 
Se eee 594 ohan), Shubert, Newark. Crossley-rating guys. playing the leading role of Shake- 
DOUGLAS GILBERT (World-Tele.) “i as a | ‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium, Chi- Altruism lies (1) in the direc- speare. Since then—when the play 
is 3 a : wt : fe i cago. tion of perhaps creating some was an instant hit even among 
VARIETY (Combined).... a 92 9 ee -929 ‘Hamlet’ (Gielgud), National, jobs for living actors, and (2) ardent Shakespeare specialists—no- 
(This Score Based on 57 New Shows) Washington. to themselves investing ex- table Broadway showmen have 
‘Hamlet’ (Leslie Howard), cess income rather than have to ‘angled to get the play for a New 
4 Paramount, Salt Lake City, 2; give it up as taxes to the gov- | York run. But Jennings, now with 
, be Biltmore, Los Angeles, 5-6 ernment. | Metro in Hollywood, has held off. 
iL) eman a es op an in egit ‘Hey Diddle Diddle,’ Locust, 
a personal friend of Jennings, 
stepped into the head director post 
at Stanford and induced the author 


to give Stanford the first 
production of “This Side 


American 
Idolatry.’ 


| Both Jennings and Lange got dra- 
| matic training with G. P. Baker and 
his famous Workshop 47 at Harvard 
and later at Yale. 


legit houses in|} 


the loop at present that the Shuberts | 
| have gone to Balaban & Katz in an | 
| attempt to lease either the Apollo or | 


| Garrick, former legit spots, 
| grind picture houses. 
| Shuberts would prefer the Apollo 
| because of its larger seating ca- 
but would be satisfied with 
almost any house in order to have 
another legit outlet here. B.&K.., 
however, has nixed all offers. 


All lease deals offered to B.&K 


months in the heart of the regular 
theatrical season. While the winter 
season is the best for legit, it’s also 
| best for pictures, and B.&K. can't 
see itself giving up the houses dur- 
ing the top winter months to legit 
and then having them back in its 
hands for the summer doldrums. 
Another point which must be 
taken into consideration is the fact 





but now | 


have been on short time arrange- 
. . | 
ments, running for five or. six} 


that B.&K. has itself tied to a good | 


|many picture commitments, having 
' made arrangements for product for 
| the spots early in the buying season. 
| would still need the houses to take 
care of the growing flood of films. 

Only solution to the problem of 
legit housing in the loop seems to be 
| the building of new theatres. Hasn't 
| been a new theatre in the loop in 
| more than 15 years. 


New Party System 


Farewell party given in honor of 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne by 
the Theatre Guild on the eve of their 
departure to the road in ‘Idiot’s De- 
light,’ led to the query of why a cele- 
bration at the the end of the run. 

Theresa Helburn had a_ ready 
answer, pointing out that too often 
there are parties on opening nights 
of shows which, shortly after, 
found to be flops. 

Lunts’ party was gay and may set 
a new managerial style in such | 
affairs. 








| 
| 





‘Hell’s Half Acre,’ comedy by Paul | 
Conlon and Ted Hamilton, to get! 


| and DuFor. 








sibel 
| . 
Whether recordings will be exten- 


used in legit 
indicated, but 
adopted new rules covering that pos- 
sible situation. Adoption of the reg- 
ulation was made with the idea of 
keeping up employment of actors 
and choristers. 


sively shows is 


clearly Equity has 


Hereafter no producer may use re- 


| cordings, except by permission of | 
| Equity, of any dialog, singing, chant- 
ing or any business where living | 


actors could be used. 
are permitted, the people used to 
make them * must be members of 
Equity or Chorus Equity. 

Equity ‘took this action after ‘The 
Eternal Road’ opehed at the Manhat- 
tan Opera ‘House, N. Y., and it was 





If recordings | 





Equity Rules Against Recordings 
In Legit Shows — Just in Case 


| disclosed that most of the score was 


| amplifiers. Recording also 


some ensemble singing and it was 


| 





| the East. 


are}. 


| 


Chief reason for the adjournment | the damages in installments based on | spring production by Hammerstein | 
of the hearing was that a mysterious | 





| the remainder 
not | recorded on film and used through | 
included | 


| claimed by Chorus Equity that more | 
, of its members might have been used | 


{in the spectacle. 


| fused to show for 


Stanford’s scoop is one outgrowth 
of a reorganized campus drama set- 
up. Later in the spring the uni- 
versity’s new $500,000 model theatre 
will be finished, and Lange hopes to 
go through with his plan to present 


campus talent in new plays, at least 
new to the west. 

Leslie Howard is opening in San 
Francisco in ‘Hamlet’ Feb. 15 and 


will probably arrange to attend one 


of the two nights of ‘This Side 
Idolatry’ at Stanford, Feb. 12 and 
13. 


It was through his connection with 
Howard in London at the play’s ini- 
tial Lyric theatre run, that Jennings 
came to the attention of the late 
Irving Thalberg at Metro. Thalberg 
brought him to Hollywood, where 
Jennings spent two years working 
on the script for ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty.’ He then soloed the adap- 
tion of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and has 
since screenwritten ‘Good Earth,’ 
and ‘Marie Antoinette,’ latter primed 
for Norma Shearer in the future. 

New items in campus production 
connected with “This Side Idolatory’ 
at Stanford are a revolving stage 
enabling quick~scene changes. Then 
Lange has worked in with seven 
lighting companies—notably Kliegl 
in Boston, Century and Monroe W. 
Pevear in New York—to experiment 
new trick lighting arrangements. 
The university will purchase for its 
new theatre the one which proves 
most satisfactory. 

Metro has lent Lange costumes 
from its forthcoming ‘Life of Shake- 
speare’ for the Stanford production, 
and Jennings is personally interested 
in this premiere staging. 

The Coast has awakened to the 
fact that Stanford is going ahead 
with its drama plans to make the 
university’s drama department mean 
as much out here as Yale’s does in 
Metro and Republic have 
already arranged to scout the com- 
ing production in a search for talent. 


‘Dress’ Pulled on one 
Over Matinee Miss-Out 


Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 2 

After four performances of a 
scheduled two-week run, Al Rosen's 
presentation of Aben Kandel's gang- 
ster comedy, ‘We Dress for Dinner,’ 
was pulled by Gilmor Brown, man- 
aging director of the Community 
Playhouse. Closing was ordered by 
Brown after most of the cast re- 
a Saturday mat- 
inee, saying they were told by Rosen 
there would be no afternoon work. 
Brown substituted ‘Beach House’ fo: 
of the run. 

Show ran into early difficulties 
when Rosen posted only part of the 
Equity bond and, at dress rehearsal 
time, could not be reached to make 
up the deficit. Kandel covered the 
bond when it appeared that the show 


There was some recording use in| Might be cancelled. 


| effects for ‘Othello,’ which closed at | 


Cast and Playhouse gang were 
plenty burned at Rosen's actions. 
‘Dress’ drew only mild notices. 


the New Amsterdam Jan. 23, and | 
some in Equity figured that this | 
might indicate a trend, with man-| 
agers supplanting actors for me- 


chanical effects. 
| As for ‘Road,’ 
tended that fewer choristers are in 
the show than originally in the line- 
up last season, when the spec ran 


short of money and the show was 


abandoned. 


it was also con-| 








| ‘Sun Kissed,’ 
and Raymond Van 


by Kenyon Nicholson 
Sickle, will be 


| 


first production of Helen G. Bonfils 
and her husband, George Somnes, as 
new producing twain. Starts re- 


hearsals in about 10 days, Somnes di- 
recting. 
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NEW MONEY FOR LEG] 


ternal’ Gets First 


> 


Profitable 


Week; Show's Involved Financing 


Management and backers of the 
world’s most costly production, “The 


Eternal Road,’ Manhattan O. H.,| 
N. Y., were heartened last week | 
when the attendance to the big| 


spectacle markedly jumped up. For 
the first time since its premiere the 
show operated out of the red. While 
the week’s profit was not material, | 
the jump in gross was around $8,000 
for an estimated total of over 
$32,000. 

Production, which cost around | 
$500,000, has more backers than any | 
one stage venture inhistory of the 
stage. There are 40 such investors, 
some being in on the original pro- 
motion. No show was ever financed 
along such unique lines. Persistence 
of its promoters to raise fresh cap- 
ital after the original activities were 


halted last year, is also unusual 
stage history. 
Over $250,000 was expended be- 


fore a money shortage forced a halt, | 
a goodly portion of the coin having | 
gone into changes to the interior of | 
the theatre. Meyer W. Weisgal, one | 
of the original promoters, refused to | 
abandon the venture and, when he 
joined with Crosby Gaige to raise 
another bankroll, “The Eternal Road’ 
again took form. 
Subscription Plan 

Public spirited men were asked to | 
subscribe. None of them were called | 
on to put up cash immediately, | 
however. By arrangements with a 
bank the backers signed notes for 
the amount of their investments, 
bank providing the actual coin for 
the production. Notes are in vary- 
ing denominations. Most are for | 
sizable figures, but some are for 
moderate amounts. Lowest of the 
investors signed up for $500 each, 
there being but three such. 

It is expected that the notes will 
be paid off through profits earned 
by the show, otherwise the signers 
will be called on to refund to the 
bank. In that event, however, the 
signers of the notes may pay off in 
20% installments covering a year’s 
period. 

«Only after the attraction takes 
care of these notes can there be any 
money refunded to the original 
backers. When and if the latter are 
taken care of, all the investors are 
to receive an equal portion of 
profits on a pro-rata basis. 

Management is still working on a 
sinking fund plan whereby $75,000 
may be secured so that the show can 
be carried over lean weeks. Weisgal 
has gone to Florida for that pur- 
pose, Maurice Levin (Hearn’s de- 
partment store head) and other 
backers being down there. 

There has been some adjustment 
of the ticket scale for the spec, 
especially at the mid-week matinee, | 
top now being $2.20. Last Wednes- | 
day the matinee came nearest to 
capacity since ‘Road’ opened, orig- 
inal scale being in use. 








+ 


| smoking in legit theatres. 





ANTI-SMOKING LAW 
NEW LEGIT WORRY 


Proposed new ordinance, which 
has passed a second reading before 





the Board of Aldermen, New York, | 


would place stringent restrictions on 
Although 
different types of theatres are not 
mentioned, new law would prohibit 
smoking in theatre lobbies and the 


| striking of matches in foyers would 


bring about a fine, possibly as high 
as $250. 

Legit take 
that this ordinance, and 
discriminatory, because 


managers the position 
others, are 


smoking is 


permitted in the balconies of picture | 


theatres but denied in legit houses. 


Pointed out that between 50 and 60% | 


of legit audiences exit during in- 
termissions for a smoke. In former 
seasons the habit of smoking did not 
include women but, since that vogue 
came in, they have caused jams in 
lobbies and foyers. Picture audiences 
rarely dally in the lobbies and go 
directly to the street 

New ordinance is a precautionary 


measure, since there have been few | 


accidents through smoking reported 
in legit theatres. Several managers 
attended last week’s hearing on the 
measure but whether their protest 
will be heeded is questionable. In 
such matters the managers were for- 
merly represented by the Theatre 
League, minus a head since the pass- 
ing this winter of Dr. Henry Mos- 
kowitz. 





‘WOMEN’ NEARLY 


OUT OF RED 
ALREADY 


‘The Women,’ which Max Gordon 
has at the Barrymore, N. Y., and 
which has developed into one of the 


season’s smashes, may recapture its 
high production costs sooner than 
anticipated. Show cost approximately 
$75,000 to put on, of which $40,000 
went to production and the balance 
to costs out of town before the 
Broadway entry. 

Last week the gross went close to 
the $22,000 mark, but weekly operat- 
ing costs are also high. Backstage 
there are 30 stagehands and the all 
woman cast numbers 38. 

Gordon has several partners in the 
show, including George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart. Latter duo helped 





| out in Philadelphia and are said to 


Jones Bows Out On 
‘Diddle’; Miss Nichols 
To Present It Solo 


‘Hey Diddle Diddle’ will come to 
Broadway under the aegis of Anne 
Nichols, partners. Martin 
Jones, one of the newer showmen, 
was to have been brought in on the 
Hollywood satire, but after the deal 





sans 


was agreed on, changed his mind. 
Check for $5,000 was tendered by 
Jones, who, for some unexplained 


reason, then stopped payment. 

‘Diddle’ was to have been spotted 
in the Vanderbilt, N. Y¥., which Jones 
operates, with Henry Olmstead his 
Silent partner, but that booking is 
now doubtful. Play is in Philadel- 
phia this week and is due into town 
next week. 

Morris Green brought the Bartlett 
Cormack script on from Hollywood 
last summer and was to have been 
associated in the presentation at first. | 
Differences with the management | 
changed his status, with Miss Nich- 
is handling the show solo. 


| be 
| 34%. 


in on the managerial end for 
Counting profits to date, the 
sale of the film rights has virtually 
placed the show in the clear already. 
Price paid was $125,000, of which 
$50,000 went to the management and 
$75.000 to Mrs. Luce, under the 
Dramatists’ Guild 60-40 split arrange- 
ment. 


Leventhal Dickering 
For Belasco, Washington 


Leventhal is 


O. E-. negotiating 
with the Radin Bros. to take over 
their arty Belasco film house 


Washington 


legiters. Old house was a former 


} 
| 
} 


| 
| 





| get the show into shape when it tried | 


, will 


FRESH SOURCES 
INLIMIBER COIN 


Several Productions by Un- 
knowns 








on Broadway— 


Jessel, Benny, Burns, 


Wheeler a Comic Combo 
—Other Ends of Profesh 
Coming In 


MORE SOCIALITES, TOO 


Production list for late winter and 


spring indicates fresh money com- 


ing into the legit field from sources 
not previously figuring in Broadway 


presentations. Some of the invest- 
|ing is from_ professional ranks, 
notably four comedians who are 
backing ‘Glory for All,’ to be pre- 


sented by George Jessel. Associated 
with him are Jack Benny, George 
(Nat) Burns Bert Wheeler, all 


four having put up $5,000 each. 


and 


Included in the newcomer 
is ‘Thirsty Soil, which is 
backed by E. John Brandeis of De- 
troit. 
Bliss and Harry Hayden, Coast little 
theatre operators. Show 
‘Sun Kissed’ brings on Bonfils and 
Somnes as a new managerial duo. 
Latter was a stage manager, former 
being his wife, heiress to the Denver 
publisher’s fortune. Revival of 
‘London Assurance’ introduces Bar- 
bara Robbins, actress” as a man- 
ageress. 

Mare Connelly, who went to Lon- 
don for his debut legit presentation, 
will bow onto Broadway as a man- 
ager with ‘Having a Wonderful 
Time.’ Michael Todd, another ne 
legit name, is a vaude and tab pre- 
senter. He is readying ‘Call Me 
Ziggy. Luther Greene, who was 
interested in the Nazimova tour last 
season, will offer ‘A Point of Honor.’ 
John C. Wilson, who is presenting 
Noal Coward, will present ‘Excur- 
sion’. 

Some of the best-known producers 
have already called it a season, but 
others are readying new plays. That 
group includes John Golden with 
‘And Now Good-Bye’ (opened this 
week), ‘The North Star’ and ‘Susan 
and God’; Anne Nichols with ‘Hey, 
Diddle Diddle’; Theatre Guild with 
‘The Masque of Kings’ and ‘Storm 
in a Teacup’; Gilbert Miller with 
‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’; 
Brock Pemberton with ‘Now You've 
Done It’ (‘Me Third’), ‘Chalked Out’ 
and perhaps ‘Red Harvest’; Brown 
and Henderson with a book musical; 
Dwight Dere Wiman with ‘Babes in 
Arms.’ 

Richard Aldrich and Richardson 
Myers, most active of the socialite 
showmen, having withdrawn ‘Aged 
26’ have several additional plays in 
preparation. Their ‘Tide’ Rising’ 
opened last week at the Lyceum, 


‘TONIGHT’ EXTENDED 
Announced for Only 12 Weeks, But 
Will Stay On Indef 


group 





extend beyond the 12 weeks 


| originally mentioned for the Broad- 


in | 
to add to his circuit of | 


legit until converted by the Radins, | 


who also operate the Cameo, N. Y. 

Acquisition would give the pro- 
posed circuit a total of four houses. 
Leventhal already has the Shubert 
in Newark, N. J. His associate, Jack 
Linder, operates the Brighton thea- 
tre, Brighton, N. Y., and the Locust 
theatre, Philadelphia. Englewood 
theatre, Englewood, N. J., until! three 
weeks ago a part of the chain, is now 
dark. 


way engagement. Tickets at the Na- 
until Feb. 20 
that the three 
continue into. 


on sale 
and it is not unlikely 
series of plavlets will 
if not through, March. 
Management explain that the 
booking contract is indefinite. elastic 


tional are now 


enough to permit indefinite con- 
tinuance It has one unusual fea- 
ture, however, for a straight attrac- 


tion ‘although a 
is in the pit) 
$18,000 


19-piece orchestra 
That stipulation is an 
stop limit Attraction has 


never fallen under the $24.000 mark 

thus far 
Final weeks have not been an- 

nounced, but it was claimed that 


1,000 persons were turned away last 
Saturday afternoon and around 500 
at the Wednesday matinee. 





2 4 





being | 
It will be presented by Leila | 


called | 


Managers-Authors Amend Film 
Purchase Pact; Film-Financiers 


Of Play Now Get Break on Bids 





RUSH PLAGIARISM 
SUIT ON ‘DEAD END’ 


Plagiarism suit concerning ‘Dead 
End,’ written by Sidney Kingsley, 
will shortly be tried, having been 
given preference by Judge John C. 
|} Knox in the U. S. District Court. 
Case was marked for trial after Sid- 
ney R. Fleisher, counsel for 
ley, told the court that he would be 
willing to submit the scripts of ‘End’ 
and an unproduced play 
| ‘Money’ and rest his case. Suit was 
not due for hearing for another year 
or more. Judge Knox 
Judge Woolsey to the case. 
Claim was made by Edna Buckler 
to the effect that her drama ‘Money’ 
had been submitted to the late 
Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., Fleisher’s 
former law associate, her further 
| contention being that Kingsley sub- 
| sequently came forth with a similar 
story ‘Dead End,’ which Norman Bel 
Geddes produced at the Belasco, 
N. Y. (still current). 
| It was stated by the late Bicker- 
ton that he hadn’t become acquainted 
with Kingsley until after Miss 
Buckler made her claim. There also 
is claim@d' tod be a discrepancy in 
dates, indicating that Kingsley’s play 
was written before the complainant 
submitted her script. 


assigned 








Guild F mally 
Gets Exemption 





For the third time, the Theatre 
Guild appeared before Equity’s eoun- 
cil, and_ succeeded. lifting ,the six 
months’ rule as applied to alien ac- 
tors.in the case of Roger Livesey, 
whom it desires to use in ‘Storm in 
a Teacup.’ British actor currently 
in ‘The Country Wife,’ was granted 
permission to play in ‘Teacup’ but 
thereafter cannot appear in a legit 
show over here for one year. 

Tuesday (2), at the association’s 
offices, the Guild advanced further 
reasons why its request for an ex- 
| emption for Livesey should be 
granted, especially in light of the 
fact that Equity fuvored similar ap- 
plications in two other instances re- 
cently. Those given exemptions were 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke, who ap- 
peared in ‘Promise’ and is rehearsing 
in ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
,and Wilfred Lawson, who was in 
| ‘Prelude to Exile’ and is appearing 
in ‘A Point of Honor.’ Both are 
English actors, not resident aliens. 

Principal Guild argument is that 
Lawson was exempted although he is 
enacting an American role in ‘Honor.’ 
Guild states that the ‘Teacup’ play’s 
chances depend on catching the 
spirit of the presentation, as done in 





For Livesey 


+ 
} 


| 
| 


Joint 


authors, 


and 
last 
Dramatists 


committee of managers 


which was formulated 


Spring when the new 


Guild contract was negotiated with 


| the manager-members of the Theatre 


| week. 


first 
major 


last 
the 


had _ its session 


One 


League, 


change in 


|rules covering sale of film rights to 


Kings- | 


| Regulations 
called | 


j}amount it 


| satisfactory 
| then 


| inequitable 


| 


| 


| 





; one 


| 
} 
| 
| 


produced plays was adopted. 
Revised rule pertains to instances 
of plays backed by 


picture firms. 


provide for the author 
the 
is willing to pay for 

that valuation 
the 


seek to secure a 


to have film end name the 
the 


rights. If is not 


to author he 


may 
higher figure 
from another firm. 

It was discerned that this rule is 
the form originally 
adopted and provided a loop-hole for 
Rule has 
therefore been changed to stipulate 
that the author cannot sell the rights 
to another picture firm at the same 
price offered by the company which 
backed his play. If the author is 
unable to secure a higher figure, the 
backing firm may secure the rights 
at the price first named. 

Understood the original rule was 
of the points objected to by 
Hollywood, film people figuring it 
would lay them open to the whims 
of authors. Revision in the film 
rights procedure’ may lead to a 
change in viewpoint of film execs, 
who declared Hollywood off of 


in 


possible sharp practise. 


| financing legit plays. 


| 


i 


| 





' 
| 
| 
t 


| 


| 
| 


} 


London, where Livesey originated 
the Jead. Fact that he left it before 
the end of its London run is not 
material, the Guild argued. 

‘Teacup’ was tried here not long 
ago by Harry Moses. who used a| 
different version of ‘Sturm in a 


Wasserglass,’ German play, but with- 
drawn after a try-out. That is an- 


Joint committee functioned with- 
out friction. That it will iron out 
other possible points to come up in 
the contract and  supplemerirry 
rules, to which the film people ob- 
ject, was indicated by the smooth- 
ness of last week’s session. 


Billy Rose to Be Exem. 
In Hecht-MacArthur’s 
‘Jumbo’ Radio Suit 


Billy Rose must submit to exam- 
ination before trial in the suit 
brought against him by Ben Hecht 
and Charles McArthur, playwris!ts, 
for breach of contract, N. Y. Sue 
preme Court Justice McGeehan de- 
cided Thursday (28). 

The plaintiffs accuse Rose and 
Billy Rose’s Jumbo, Inc., Hanff-Metz- 
ger, agents; the Texas Co., and John 
Hay Whitney with having failed to 
pay them for material they supplied 
for the show, ‘Jumbo,’ which they 
used on radio programs without their 








consent. They ask $2,300. Defen- 
dants deny material written by 
Hecht and MacArthur was used in 


the air programs. No date has k2en 
set for the examination of Rose. 


Ford’s, Balto. Seeks 
Return of Guild Shows 


Baltimore, Feb. 2. 
Likely that the Theatre Guild will 
revive its subscription series in Balto 
next year. John Little, manager of 
Ford’s, UBO site here, goes to N. Y. 





| tomorrow (Wed.) to huddle with 
Warren Munsell, Guild bool on 
plan of restoring series in Balto. 


other point advanced by the Guild to | 
Equity to emphasize its plan for the | 


London version. 

Guild still has ,the problem of 
producing one more play in New 
; York to complete its six play guar- 
lantee to subscribers, four 
| been presented to date. 
| which would 
| Guild entry, 
} next season. 


having 


will be held out until 


‘Jane Eyre,’ | 
have been the sixth | Larry Johnson and Beulah King. proe 


Legit biz in Balto has been on the 
bounce this year. 


‘Do or Die,’ satire on radio by Lou 
Gerson and Nat Brown, taken by 
Lawrence Jacobs for immediate pro- 
duction. Jerry Cooper in lead. 


‘When the Cat’s Away,’ musical by 


posed by Albert Bannister and J, Ede 
mund Byrne. 
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New Quiz Into L. A. Federal Project 


Launched After 


the-belt tactics to see that it is never 
born. 

Climax comes when hooded riders 
descend on an organization meeting 
to shoot several ring leaders. With 
' the ruthlessness of his master at last 
made clear to Jacksen, he alters his 
| stance to embrace the cause. 


Undercover Probe 


Negro is caught by the author with 





Los Angeles, Feb. 2. 

New investigation of the Los An- 
geles division of the Federal Theatre 
Project, this time inte the adminis- 
trative angles of the project, will 
be launched this week, it was an- 
nounced officially by Mrs. Ellen 
Woodward, assistant administrator | 
of the Works Progress Administra- | 
tion, during a brief stay on the Coast 
last week. 

Mrs. Woodward, to whom Admin- | 
istrator Harry L. Hopkins referred 


the complaint of Representative 
Thomas F. Ford of Los Angeles 
_,slipped into Hollywood secretly, 


summoned here by the illness of her 
son, Abbott Woodward. Inquiry at 
her hotel brought replies that she 
had returned to Washington, but she 
was here until last "riday (29), on 
which date she conferred with Col. 
Don Connelly, local WPA chief, and | 
H. Kinler, Jr.. WPA rep from | 








| considers 
| fairs in the project deplorable. 
reached 


| the Los Angeles County Democratic 


the tragi-comic Jackson as a pro- 
stagonist. There are dance scenes, 
occasioned by revelry, that are well 
done, and with a dash of showman- 
ship. 

Sets by Wood McLean 


fire in the L.A. muddle, is believed 
headed coastward after several 
weeks in Washington, where he con- 
ferred with Mrs. Hallie Flannagan, 
director of the national project. 
Congressman Ford, in his demand 
on Hopkins for an impartial quiz 
of Los Angeles conditions, advised 
interested local parties that he made 
it clear to the administrator that he 
the present state of af- 
He 
his conclusions, he stated, 
after careful study of the report of 


strikingly reminiscent of props in 
‘Tobacco Road,’ however. 

Acting of Green is A-1. Alvin Chil- 
| dress, as his murdered pal, and Frau- 
|line Alford as Green’s wife, Betty 
| Lou, are equally good. Remainder of 
ithe cast, with the exception of the 
| white actors; do good work. Latter 
|never convince. In trying to live up 
ito the roles of hard-as-nails land- 
|lords they tend to overdo the assign- 





| Central committee, which conducted | ment. t ae Y 
an exhaustive probe into charges Choir, = a age . 

“oe . music is excellent. eonare¢ aur 
that Miller has mismanaged the | directs the 30-odd singers (without 
project locally and that he should in a 


| instrumental accompaniment) 
be replaced by some person of more | series of Negro svirituals and folk 
mature years. |songs during scene changes to good 


| results. Hurl. 
} 





Within These Walls 


Washington, Feb. 2. 
Investigation of management of the | 
Federal Theatre Project in  Los| 





W. ’ | Angeles was ordered last week fol- Chicago, Jan. 30. 
San Francisco, who is conducting | }owing squawks from actor groups) Drama in three acts (seven scenes), pro 

the present probe uf the L.A. proj- | there and members of Congress from and epilos; written by Marcus Ba 
ect, covering technical and any pos- | that sector. - ged by ee ne: Ph el ws ig 
sible criminal angles. Responding to bleats transmitted | Sidney Blackstone: technical director, H r- 
Kinler probe, it was announced | through Congressman Thomas OT ote ee yg gg os nF ot pepe at tes “i 

late last week, is to be continued, | Ford of Los Angeles, Works Progress stone, Chicago, Jan. 28, ’37 

despite the new investigation that | Administrator Harry Hopkins in- | Charles Cantrell. oh ang yee 
has been ordered. Mrs. Woodward | structed a headquarters agent to !/Muner 00) bind 3 ae Panevan 

failed to announce before leaving for make a first-hand check of charges \Therese...............§ Betty Baumbach 
Salt Lake City whom she had as-| of discrimination, favoritism, politi-| j,tyor Prion. Father Clement. inet Cliche 
signed to the administrative inves-|cal intrigue, and inefficiency. Mrs. | Father Guesimaster, Father Stephen.. 
tigation, excepting to state that the | Ellen Woodward, assistant admini- |... 400 Gunes 3 ni: eee See, 
investigator would be here early this | strator, said a regional director will | oer e yeh aceiscccc. 424 ha; ee Paeeea 
week. |leave for the Coast this week to | Brother Benedictine............Pat Devlin 
J. Howard Miller, western regional | make an ‘immediate and thorough | frre ecang ete he Ret oF Ren Hi. eee 
director, and the man chiefly under | analysis.’ | Father Abbot.........-. George H. Hoskyn 
TUSREOMOOIO? . écce weeas zis William KE, Hilliard 
is a play about a Trappist 


WPA Reviews 


| This 
| onastery and the mental turmoil 
|of a newcomer within the confining 


| walls of it. Show is reminiscent of 
‘First Legion, which Sert Lytell 





NATIVE GROUND 


Trilogy in eight acts presented at Majes- 
tic, Brooklyn, Jan. 27, "37, by Experimental 
Theatre of Federal WPA Project; written 
by Virgil Geddes: directed by James Light; 
settings, Howard Bay; 5ic. top 





Zorn. Bontiev. ci. cic csecces Georgiana Brand | 
Lara Bentley... .ccese-..-+-Allen Nagle | 
NG no. a6 bh oe 0 oo Sates ee Frederick Giuliano 
PERE: SOORTIET occ wisn svete cucwed Alfreda Sill 
PEO so os sPeccece 6s Horace Casselberry 
ER UCOND  OMOES <b 6 ob F046 oe cw a. s:4,08 Josef Draper 
Oscar Holm.........--.....Michael Cisney 
Hegla........Trudy Golrich-Eleanor Scherr | 
RCN S vac v.c'p 6 EOSR Se 080404 Ingall Hammer 
Da, SPER a 08 6 ke Xs ccthes 06.6 Leslie Hunt 
DEED, MOMMONUBs vce cnt cecees cessed Agnes Gildea 
Reby Mabvertss ..csccvescvesi es Rose Cooper | 
PIS, TUONO, o ooee cd enee dad Dorothy Nolan | 
Mr. Henshoaw...............Sidneyv Vereker | 
et, DIOR INONE ss ines cis cgusete Hattie Cline | 
Luke Henshow.......... Charles Thompson | 
a PREG IO oka Sin cass tees Curtis Parker 





This is a bad play, poorly acted | 
and staged. Has nary a laush and, 
nothing to recommend it. It is about | 
the supposed cockeyed morals of our 


: Wood McLean; dances. Mabel Hart. At |changes of scene, switching quickly | 
own farm folks of the Middle West. | Lafayette theatre, N. ¥.. Jan. 19, ‘87; Side | from one set to another. 
. . | team e . 
If the nlay is intended as a preach- | be ge Site ; ' George Hoskyn stands out with his 
ment it misses by considerable. Sects | sim Trucker ooccc000 00! oe Bag - Be ra | portrayal of the dying Father Abbot. | 
are like cross-word puzzles. They've | George.....0 Hugo Forde | Victor Sutherland and Herbert Slade 
got to be fitured. | oa ee ere Mary Davenport | both make the most of their roles. 
It's a bucketf Oo uroticis cc Fee ... Rosebud Washington | old. 
looks to be nya prisoner ery ol get Te meet «2040+ WiKiam Cammmernaten | - 
*S to be 20  , LEE Re EPP PT Te eee Louis Smitt ete wie 
the ineptitude in the F.T.P. | Recky Lou Jackson........ Fraullac Altera | 
Three parts to it, first nart titled | yr Xe": vp ttttete ets ess Gordon Hamilton | IS 
ter the "s r 2 | Mr. | ee James S. MeLauchilin | 
nag ered ae k _* snide REL EE ee eee oe Dorothy Jones 
ov1tIma e aug er makes er Mamie. ‘uh ees audeetseov bes ..Laura Phauls _—— 
appeararce immediately. Man who | Daniel DO 2 sh d ddan cs ‘herokee Thornton = 
believes he is her father really isn’t. | 30 eg Sige Seetenn Warcnsens KAYTEN 
Alon7 comes ma’s old lover and ud} Jimsetia........0000000 0 pee Se “ 
crops the situation of the real pavpy | Lucy Belle. Ruby | Parris CHAINS’) 
and the irl. Myrtle, falling for each Gee Roger Sh ee ar cae I as aaa tee 
ther yo re rs 7 ge i FESS ee Goorge Colan Jrama in three acts presented at Artef 
— 1 a SUSWES, Bis IT's eearee® | Jake Graham........s....... Lerey Jenkins | Theatre, N. Y.: written by H. Leivick: 
yrtle an her real daddy. Milton, | Tom Crawford............. Wilbur Derouge | direction, Joseph Buloif; settings, M. Solo- 
the off. Bentlev. who thinks he’s | nthe De Ada: ahaecainwraaie te Ora Alexander Sr music arranged by Ben Yomen, Jan, 
e virl’s father, knows thine tg | TEAM cee ee ee eee eeeeeess.- Mary Barnes | 21. '30, $1.50 top. 
just a farmer nae We hing. He's | Mr. Glover TITS tT ae ante’. Winwttn |. AsOVIGE4 6 io ins cet ccc coutcewse M. Goldstein 
? er. Erney Williams............ James Williams | Yore re vscececeeccesseccess + M. Friedman 
6 * n 
Pr ecg pert. ‘The Plowshare’s | Grigory Niteehss+qaskadeen bs aot eee 
: "a ‘ , ES: b cag Ss ct aneea eee aul irshbei 
Gisem.” bas nada mite ie In “Sweet Land,’ despite the fact | j}....\, va bnletea 
5 bonerner, S fater. Myrules | that it is a r iti | Singer |, Seees. A. Horwita 
Z ‘ ather a - | Singer .. . Horwitz 
mother has died of a broken heart. mbitious produc | Nuki Briaman 


Bentley till doesn’t know that he’s | tion, unionism is a problem, and the | 
Alone comes a | 


not Mrrtle’s nanny. 
Svrod* with an Irish brovue. Mvrtle 
tells him that. although she lived 
with Milton 10 vears. thev’re not 
married and that she and Milton are 
as babes. Myrtle persuades the 
Swede into sinning. 


Comes th third nart. titled ‘As’ 


the Crow Flies.’ Milton has died 
and it is three years later. Myrtle 
has had a child by the Swede with 
the Irish brogue. althourh he never 
knew it. 
haired dumbbell. 
plan to set married, but thin’s go 
awry because the § flaxen-hvired 
Hegla gives birth to an illecitimate 
child bv the Swede right in Myrtle’s 
home. 4 

While the hired men 
the qualities of Americ 
and old man Bentley st 
Myrtle’s pa. the Swe 


talk about 
in Indians 
hinks he’s 
reneges on 


Myrtie and runs of! Hegla. 
leaving Hegla’s child by m, with 
Myrtle. That’s the finish. 

Among the charac’ in the play) 
is a half-wit farmhand wh as al! 
babe. was found in a @itn: sack 
by old man Bentley and wh s the 


apple of Bentley’s eve 


never learns that Myr’! *t his 


He returns with a flaxen- | 
He and Myrtle) 


itley | His bosses, even 


ma 
|toured around the country three 
daught-:r, but by that time, nothing | years ago, portraying the conflicts 
much matters. |of emotion due to privation and re- 
Georgianna Brand does a pretty | striction, and working out in the end 
fair job as Bentley’s wife and, after | by the tormented ones finding peace 
Alfreda Sill goes normal, she han- | at last. 
dles the grown-up Myrtle much bet-| Play moves with extreme slow- 
ter than the adolescent Myrtle. ness, failing at any time to build to 


Rest are the usual small-town or | dramatic or theatrical punch. Oc- 
farm-life characters. Michael Cis-!casionally there is an indication of 


an impending strong situation, but it 
soon levels off into the uneventful 
continuation of the story. 

There is considerable fuss made 
over the fact that the newcomer is 
in a mental fog and doesn’t ‘under- 


ney, as Oscar, the Swede, looks to} 
have possibilities if properly han- | 
dled. 

Play has been published in book | 
form and was once owned by the 
Theatre Guild, which dropped it 
after a couple of option pickups be- 
cause of alleged difficulty in casting. 

Shan. 


SWEET LAND 


Melodrama in two acts (seven scenes) bv 
Conrad Seiler, presented by Negro Youth | 
Unit of Federal Theatre Project; staged | 
and directed by Venzella Jones;: settings, 


given for his lack of understanding. 
|He is seen entering the monastery 


with full faith and conviction, having | 
heard the call distinctly. Yet, once | 
inside, he becomes immediately be-_ 


\ ve 


fuddled. .) %¢ 
aving is excellent, as is the tech- 











| Solomon L.. Freilich 

combination of theatre and problem | Amish s-cscrsseseeceeeeeees ee 
“ x Ct) | rrr eee ee ee ee ee ee ee Isenberg 
'is seldom box office. Task of pro- | POU OUEMEMEOV oc icsiccseewenees Ss. Levin 
a? ‘ Bi: . Tn Ut. ss KN. 90 0 e8 veeieaseamwed A. Cohen 

| Jecting sociological themes is usually | Druzhinin. Warden..........8. Nagoshinet 
| that of a martyr, as the Negro Youth | —m eam tert tess 5 sheet hogs - he wad 
4 : ; | Firs AL ERR RR EREREL TEER TET Shapiro 
Unit of the FTP is likely to find out. | second Guard... 00...0222... J. Levenstein 
Presenting the trials of share-| Third Guard..................4.  Sendroi 
croppers (white and black) in the org eee Jah che = eer a ne 
south, Author Seiler has gone back a | in the mass scene: D. Drute. f. Gew rte. | 
little further into history in select- | man, F. Law, T. Todrina, A. Sensdrott, © 
ing his central character. Instead of ——— D. Opotoshu, 8. Silberberg, L. 

a modern day Negro (sharecropping “°"""' 

came after slavery) audiences must | A = Coll ; : 
- . . rtef Players oO re : 

accept a lead who is, actually, a.) poe Saeecnve, in thie 


throwback to the feudal days. No revival of H. Leivick’s revolutionary 


one could be as naive or loyal to a/! 
brutish master as Chet Jackson, it 
seems. Doe Doe Green, who played | 
Gabriel in ‘Green Pastures,’ gives the | 
role his all, but it’s still hard to be- 


sorbing pertormance. Women 
no place in the play, and it is ro- 
mantically sterile, but the worthy 
delineation given by the Artefs gives 
the play warmth. Play concerns will 


lieve. of man to be free. 
Running from the conclusion of Leivick’s observations are of 
the Great War. and the return to! Russia. around 1905. Scene is a 


the farm, story portrays the squalor. 
poverty and abysMal hopelessness of 
the cotton 


Siberian prison cell in which a dozen 
or so inmates are harbored. Majority 


Ludicrous logic of the old school | pants were said to have been recruited from WPA ranks, but few in the 


are also , 
worth mention. They are sometimes | 


' a prison cell, and it is a good one. 


| of a jail. 
| air of activity both within the 
| and without is expertly maintained 


stand,’ but no explanation or reason | 


nical makeup of the scenery. Ricka- | 
|baugh has worked out niftily the | 


| Burry, 


| dle.’ 


| Daughter.’ 


observations, offers a profoundly ab- 
have 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Amateurish show billed as musical revue and titled ‘Pink Slips 
Parade’ was given at the Adelphi, N. Y., Sunday (31) evening. 


——» 





on 
Partici. 
proceedings indicated professional experience. Skits and numbers sup- 
posed to spoof the pink slips of dismissal from the Federal Theatre Project 
were generally depressing. 

Affair was under the auspices of the New Theatre League and was put 
on as a benefit performance, with a top of 83c. Equity was asked to okay 
the Sunday performance and complied, but stipulated that 15% of the 
gross must be paid to the Theatre Authority. 





Continuation of ‘Eternal Road’s’ big spending splurge will see an un- 
usual tieup next Saturday (6) whereby the legit spec will take a 1,500-inein 
back page display ad in the N. Y. World-Telegram’s week-end rotograyure 
section. Front page of the same section will carry a full-page picture of 
Rosamond Pinchot, of the ‘Road’ cast. After the daily is c ympleted with 
its run, it will print off 50,000 special single sheet roto pages with the 
front and back pages used. that reprint to be used by ‘Eternal R 
management for wide mail distribution. Reminiscent of film company 
splurge attempts, it is an unusually high exploitation expenditure for 
legit show these days. 


acd’s 


A 





Before it was decided to hold over ‘Dead End’ for the second (current) 
week in Detroit, because of flood conditions in Cincinnati, Equity okayed 
a request for a lay-off without salaries. Ben Washer, 
drama, looked over Cincinnati first. 

He came back by train, it being necessary to motor about 20 miles- from 
the city, where the cars were detoured. He also went to Louisville by 
plane. 


press agent of the 





Lino Manzoni, Italian actor, whose uncle is a physician, is-going into a 
hair-growing nostrum biz. Manzoni came to New York several years aga, 
unable to speak any English, but quickly absorbed enough of the language 
to appear in a road show company of ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ 
handled a couple of Coast film assignments. 


‘CRIX CRUCIFIED BOTH 
~~ LEGITS IN BALTIMORE 


and also 


However, no sooner ao the jail door 
chains clang shut than a new con- 
spiracy to break out of jail takes root 
among the inmates. 

There is only one set in the play, 


It retlects immediately the coldness 
Costumes are good and an | 
jail 


Baltimore, Feb. 2. 
| Pair of legits laid low last week. 
| George M. Cohan in ‘Fulton of Oak 
Falls’ snagged only faulty $4,100 at 


throughout. | $2.78 high at Ford’s and, opposing 




















_ Lighting is good and the direction | the Anne Nichois tryout of ‘Hey 
is reflected directly from the worth- | Diddle Diddle’ at the indie Audi- 
while performances of the cast as a | torjum limped in with but $2,800 at 
whole. $2.20 top. 
Repetitious and cheap references : ans F 
to the mothers of men which is| Crix crucified both attractions, 
| made by one of the criminal type | Which resulted in adverse b.o. reac- 
characters of the play is unneces- | tons. 
sary. Shan. All legit houses shrouded this 
stanza. Opening next Monday (8) at 
Ford’s is premiere of ‘In a Nut- 
ENGAGEMENTS __ | s?el’ 
} Estimates for Last Week 
Sarah Allgood, ‘Storm in a Tea- ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ Ford’s (1.- 
cup.’ 988; $2.78). Withered at $4,100; 
Ralph Theodore, Cyrilla Dorne, Georgie Cohan badly off as a draw, 
Robert Williams, William MHackett,; as badly off form as he ever ex- 
Stanley Jessup, Barbara  Barton,! hibited here. 
| William Foran, Charles Ellis, Jack, «ey piddle Diddle,’ Maryland (1,- 
Hasler, ‘Call Me Ziggy.’ | 700; $2.20). Tryout encountered un- 
Cynthia Rogers, Rex O’Malley,; encouraging notices; came in with 
Ruth Hammond, Walter Greaza, Ray-| only $2,800. 
mond Bramley, Florence at: ; 
Richard Rauber, Leo Kennedy, Jo- 
seph Sweeney, Mary Gildea, John : 
Hamilton, Therese Wittler, ‘In a More Hits 
Nutshell’ (complete cast). | 
Sheldon Leonard, Ann Brody, Mu-| (Continued from page 1) 
| riel Campbell, Loujse Reichard. Ann | 
| Thomas, Helen Golden, Irene Win- ae 
ston, Frank Gould, Henrietta Kaye, enough attractions on this list to 


Ben Kranz, Wolf Barzell, Solon. satisfy willing buyers. At Leblang’s 


Janet Deutschman, Shimen the nightly jams in the basement 


| Ruskin, ‘Having a Wonderful Time. ‘quarters of the cut-rate agency are 


Louis Calhern, ‘Still Life.’ 
Jerry Cooper, ‘Do or Die’ 
Franklyn Fox, 


additional evidence of the trend. 

| Standees at all performances at 
‘Hey Diddle Did- half a dozen Broadway legit theatres 
throughout last week clearly indi- 
cated the surge theatreward in late 
January. Not only was the limit in 


Edith Tachna, Judith Barry, Jane 
Dewey, ‘In Gold We Trust.’ 


Nicholas Joy, Boyd Crawford, | standees admitted to the final per- 
Charles Bryant, “Yes, My Darling’ tormances of two outgoing successes, 


: | but the standouts which are at the 
Leona Powers, Ruth Holden, ‘Meal heights of runs were favored far 
eens over capacity 
Ruth Weston, ‘Friends and Ro- . 73 
mans.” Standee Record 
Hope Williams, ‘Amphitryon.’ Record was claimed for “Hamlet 
Albert Van Dekker, Marjorie (Gielgud), on its final two periorm- 
Jarecki, Dodson Mitchell. Allan: @mces at the St. James. There were 


Nourse, Albert Bergh, ‘An Enemy of 398 persons standing at the Saturday 
the People.’ | (30) matinee and 243 at night. for a 

Stephen Courtleigh, Robert Adams, | total of 551 on the day. There were 
Ferdinand Hast, Randolph Echols,| standees in at all performance- dur- 


Betty Jenckes, Laurence Murray,' ing the final week, although the 
Julia Lathrop, Neal Barry, Samuel jower floor did not sell out at all 
ae. ne Sh ly ccd times, the $3.30 top being a factor. 
Paschall. ‘Richard IL’ ae : House removed the last ge Daten ts 

Cecilia Loftus. Kate Warriner,| ™ the center section downstairs, 


which formerly ranged to the wall. 
However, some of those who stood 
were spotted in the balcony. Other 
departing play which jammed ‘em in 
was ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ where 122 were 


Donald MacBride, J. Ascher Smith, 
Clarence Oliver, ‘Glory for All.’ 
Grover Burgess, Curt Conway, Jo- 
seph Taulane, Hester Soundergaard, 
Frances Bavier, Stanley Wood, Man- 


art Kippen, Pass Le Noir, Alfred! standing Saturday night. 
Herrick, Edward Everett Hale, Rob- ‘You Can't Take It With You, 
ert Reed, Amelia Romano, Lester Booth: ‘The Women.’ Barrymore 


Lonergan, Jr., Lester Lonergan, 3d, ‘Tonight at 8:30.’ National: and ‘The 


Walter Beck, Richard Barrows 
‘Marching Song.’ ** Show Is On.” Winter Garden, are 
Enid Markey, ‘The Women.’ | other attractions where standing 
|}room has been frequently in ev!- 





dence, while that is usually true also 


|of ‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth. Other ia- 
Future Plays | vorites, too, had their quota of 
ar | standees over the last two week- 

' ends. 


‘Fore-Hitcthin’, Dy Thurlow Weed 


‘Can't Take It’ has been goin: ovet 
Hoffman ; arlee Zia.Shy net é ‘ going: 
i ae Ss ee ae ; capacity since its initial week. Smal! 


. growers, Laborers are) are political victims. Two or three} nounced for production by Marthe foyer limits tl iber at the 
railroaded for merely. asking about are offenders in crime. Eventually | Stedman | ec Ceaalnoa ee aa 
their accounting at the ‘store. Doe} they attempt freedom and receive NA + | Booth. where last week's average Was 
Doe Green rebels at the thought of | assistance in their efforts from we Stee, melodrama by Theo- | 47 per performance. Several theatres 
erossing the boss to join a union.| miners of the particular district. but |dore Reeves, being readied for pro- | have set their own limit on the nun 


more anxious to| Russia’s 


military forces recapture 
nip it in the bud, resort to below-! control of the victims and the jail. 


duc.ion by Sidney 
Calhern will star. 


Harmon. Louis 


ber of standees admitted, such as th 
National (‘Tonight at 8:30"). 
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Chi’s Loop Still Hot for Legit, 
4 Siiows, All Socks; ‘Follies’ 286's 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
it's ord a question of how many 
here. This is the 
many a year. Customers 
over themselves trying 
into the theatres; only 


seats 
season n 
are falling 
to saueeze 


trouble is there aren't enough houses | 


to take care of the dem and. 


Again it was a four-way smack- 
eroo list last week: The ‘Follies,’ 
‘lane Evre. ‘First Lady’ and _ the 
Ch lotte Greenwood long-runnei 
‘Teanin on Letty’ (‘Post Road’) 

P ll And into town last F: 
day returned ‘Great W fo 

1 ta at the Audit 

o of the sm h hits clese their 
lo ru! on Sature ) ‘First 
F } out or the | te 

e ( yf 
“t. l I V Y I é 
- ' afte ’ 

I t the Er! ¢ ! } 


D’Ovly Carte Gilbert & 


Suilivan gan” 


Canacitv siens are still up at the 
Grand. Gertrude Bromberg of the 
Shubert office here has been doin: 
a welloping fine job on press and 
exploitation. cracking full page n 
the.top dailies with photos and fea- 
ture yarns 

WPA opened a new show. ‘Wit! 
TI e Walls.’ for a fortnighte1 S. ts 
Blackstone and \ 1 replace witl 
‘G 1 Old Summertime’ on Feb. 17 
Musical, ‘O. Say Can You Sing?’ has 
perked steadily at the Great North- 
ern and is now turning in a pleasant 
weekly 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘First Lady,’ Harris (1.000: $2 
(6th-final- week). Finishing 
cally capacity 
a sell-out 
$15.000. 


in) 


business. having been 
from the start. Around 
at 


gre 


to pre ti- | 


‘Great Waltz.’ Auditorium (4.000. 
$2.20). In for 12 performances, from 
Friday (29) Opened well over the! 
week end 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Erlanger (1,400: $3.30) 
(4th-final week) Goes out Satur- 
day (6). after holding over an ad- 
ditional week. Did capacity from 
start to finish. Hit over $22,000 last | 
week. D’Oyly Carte troupe in Mon- 
dav (8) 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1.000; 
$2.75) (11th week). Can stick into 
Spring without difficulty: getting a 
steady play and powerful profits 
weekly. Again over $13.000 last 
week, magnificent. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies, Grand _ (1.300: 


$3.85) (5th week). Need a shoehorn 


- 


here regularly to pack ‘em in. To} 
the walls again’ with $28,000. Top 
admish ‘price in vears for this town 
not hurting biz in any way. 
WPA 

*O, Say Can You Sing?’, Great 
Northern. Building steadily and 
grossing nicely now, around $2.500 


last week. This is money when com- 

pared with the $300 and $400 g 
act of the WPA legit projects 
handle. 

‘Within These Walls,’ 
Opened last Thursday (28) for a 
two-week stav. Play about Tr: 
monastery will be replaced on Feb 
17 by Martin Flavin’s ‘Good Old 
Summertime.’ 


‘Toes Too Smart 
For Hinterland? 


yrosses 


Blacksone. 


ymNHiet 


$17,500 in Pitts. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 


Beginning of ‘On Your Toes’ tour 
Was pretty disappointing at the 
Nixon last week and makes the 


Broadway musical hit of last season 
look like a doubtful road “property. 


Of course, the flood scare had a lot | )) YLY CARTE 
to do with the mediocre gross of | 
$17,500, which represents plenty of | 
red on both ends, but that doesn’t | 
entirely tell the story. | 

Critics re-echoed the lavish praise | 
of Manhattan reviewers, but it was | b 6 
the general feeling that ‘Toes’ is too | 
smaft for the hinterlands. Satire | —_— 
was going over most of the heads | 
throughout the week and customers | Washington, Feb. 2. 
didn’t know when ballet was being| Second stanza of the D’Oyly 
kidded and when it was done seri- | Carte troupe hopped up to approx- 
ously | imately $26.000 at $3.30 top as against 

On account of the flood in Cin- | $20,000 for the opening seven days at 
Cinnati, ‘Toes’ went from here to! the National. Figure is being hailed 
Cleveland, but length of the tour is| by the localite who were prett 
Problematical in face of the local | sheepish about the first week, as 
showing Producers only expected! proof that the Capital really is a 
to keep it out until April. when! two-week stop 
Ray Bolger must report to MGM on Same thing happened with ‘To- 
the coast. but from the looks of| night at 8:30.’ only other two-weel 
thir now it may not get even tand this sea 1 second WeekK | n 
th long a ru : well above the first. With C 

n } tl D’'Oviv Carte ec -' the explanation that ¢ 
} ( ent fe one ' k of er- ere te OSE I 
{ } S Ooe ) ee W 4 S 
F (1) te 1 tremendo - eed t } Ir I 
ta8 ic Ve ic 
Estimate for Lact Week cial fi 

‘On Your Toes’ Nix 2.101 Cc ‘ ( u } 
$3.42 F a tor 4 RB te : 
( P } } = ( ] # ( ri 
n t é e1 f 
ke " ] ( ] t r te of e Syne 
entirely be ed for week §$ V0 lof he n sé 








FRISCO SHOW DISMAL 


finest legit | 


FLOP; $5,000 AND OUT 


San Francisco, Feb. 2. 


‘Battle in’ was presented by < 

Battle Hymn’ w rese€ i by a 
cast of 100 Federal Theatre Project 
Plavel at the Columbia theatre 
T} ri ‘ 7 2 oO t ed h 
Rece} t 1 7 
é ¢ le ( ) 
ne \ ! 

Cocktail | I ( ] 

the G S ) 
Shov \ a 
terrinplie b Tr r } 

me ol he 1 » | 
and movil t ont a4 A} 

Estimates for Las st Ww fs 

‘Cocktail Ear’ Geary (2nd wk) 
(1,750; $2.50). New LI yd Chase 
operetta did a floppo. Lucky to hav 
picked up $5,000 on the last 10 days 


WPA 


‘Battle Hymn,’ Columbia (4 per- 
formances) (1.800: 50c.) FTP } 
turned in a fine 1 ductic ant 

etting nice b Did { 
$2,000 on thre ! ( ‘ 
nee performance on mid ek open- 
ing. 


Boy $10,000 on 
Third Week, L.A. 
Forest’ 66, Oke 


Feb. 2. 
healthy 


Los Angeles, 


Following the three weeks 


run of ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ which 
closed here Saturday (30) the Bilt- 
more is dark until Leslie Howard 


moves in Friday (5) for a limited 


stay with his version of ‘Hamlet.’ 
‘Boy’ currently inaugurates a tour of 
one and two nighters that will take 
it back to the Atlantic seaboard. 
Henry Duffy brought ‘Petrified 
Forest’ into the El Capitan last 
week, using the same company he 


presented in San Francisco several 
months ago. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, (C-1,656; $3.30) (3rd-final 
week). Lack of outstanding names 
failed to dent this one and 
stanza neatly profitable at $10,000. 

‘Petrified Forest,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood (D-1,571; $1.65) (ist wk). 
Fair interest in this Duffy opus, with 
trade probably held down through 
the fact that picture preceded it. 


$6,000, initial stanza okay. 
WPA 
‘Revue of Reviews,’ Hollywood 


Playhouse. Run again extended, this 
time to Feb. 21, 


consistently. 


PEGHTIMATE 


——————— os - 


VARIETY 





SOCK 38, 000, NEWARK 


" am ark, Feb. y # 


Surprise of the season was the re- 


turn engagement of “Tobacco Road’ 
at the Shubert Theatre last week. | 
This marked the fifth showing of} 
the drama in Newark tterritorv in 
less than 12 months, and an $3.999 
o. last week. with only the first 
the week cut-rate. 


two nigots ot 
i k 


Looks Newark will get 


‘To- 





pacco’ agail 
Current attraction is ‘F 
Oak Fal 


ulton of 


] Starring George M 
Cohan, before Broadway 
Estimete for Last Week 
‘Tobseco Eacd’ S} ) 1.971 
50¢c-$1.50 n 
I ] ¢ ) 
wy FECT Pe 7 PEt Wy rt 
ke \ < i 3 ee Fd 
, ‘ 
Kid inh bas eid AV Bd hidiidy 


Detroit, Feb. 2 
, 
| 


Floods, playing havoc with sl 

z and everything else along th 
Ohio River, are displaying a silver 
lining here currently. ‘Dead End,’ 
booked into Cincinnati for this week 
was forced to cancel and stayed here 
for a second ion, thereby solving 
two problen nicely: provided tho 
Cass with something to fill its first 


eek this season, and 
checks for the ‘Dead End’ 


cheduled dark \ 
saved pay 
cast 


Manager Harry McKee, of the 
Cass. didn’t guess wrong, either, for 
the play’s first session, at $15,000. i 
plenty beaucoup for a town that’s 
been plagued for a month with 100.- 

| 000 workers forced out of jobs be- 
|cause of strikes. And the second 
stanza. started off nicely, which 
should mean a little extra cash all 
around. 

On a wave of rave reviews, ‘End’ 


final | 


At | 


with trade holding | 


| flight cast 
| verse 


‘Roaring Girl,’ Mayan. Opens} 
Thursday (4* for four weeks. Origi- | 
nal newspaper meller by John C. | 
Moffitt. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Musart. Another 
holdover, with Feb. 14 now set as 
the closing date. 

‘Ladies of the Jury,’ Mason. Wind- 


ing up Sunday (7), after a healthy 
run. 

‘The Jewel Tree’ 
ette Varieties’ (nights), 
theatre, indefinite. 


(mats). ‘Marion- 
Marionette 





| over 


got a heavy play from the start. Pop- 


price matinee were virtual sell- 
outs last week and the nights filled 
well. Booked to follow ‘Dead End 


into the Cass. ‘On Your Toes’ 
a one-week stand next Monday 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Dead End’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.75 top). 
Got rave notices and given a hefty 
play at $15,000. Siicks for a second 
session. due to forced cancellation of 
engagement in Cincinnati because of 
flood. 


opens 
(8). 


MASQUE OKAY 
$15,000, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 2. 


Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Masque of 
Kings. with Henry Hull, Margo, 
Dudley Digges and Pauline Fred- 


erick, easily led the town last week, 
with the help of a juicy Theatre 
Guild subscription list. Although 
rated a possible hit, the third act is 
undergoing some re-writing. Top- 
should carry this blank 
historical piece a long way 
when it hits Broadway. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,” another 
Guild subscription play, holds over 
for fourth week. ‘And Now 
bye’ folded Saturday (30) after two 
tame weeks. Nothing booked into 
the Plymouth this week to succeed 
Gielgud’s ‘Hamlet’ is booked 
the Shubert for 
and ‘Idiot's Delight’ 
Colonial Feb. 22. 
WPA’s ‘Help Yourself’ 


comes to the 


continues 


| for a third week at the Copley. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Masque of Kings’ ‘Shubert; 
lst week) ‘licking 
$15,000 for the opening frame. 
Received warm critical welcome. 
One more week. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Colonial: 
$2.75; 3rd week )—Holding its 
own. Around £11.000 last week. One 
more stanza. 


$2.75: 


‘And Now Goodbye’ (‘(Plymout! 
$2.75: 2nd week)—Left Saturd 
(30). with not too promising future 


after $9.000 final frame. 


Kingsberry to N. 0. 
Orle F< 9 
Appt J K 
i i er ‘ e Federal Ths 
ad a ed T 
) J ‘ H. ¢ r tate K 
t een aire 
Fe n Omal 
‘ I Craven I e- 
¢ e a full-t ‘ - 
( e { e¢ (5 ‘i 
f New Orie 


for 
one week, Feb. 8. |! 


| OTH ‘TOBACCO’ SHOWING 


| (4th week) (D-914-$3.30). 


| 


| scription 





| 


Good- | 


Broadway List Strengthens Again: 
~ Three Shov's Now Over $30,00) Mark 


Broadway's attendance 
last week. advancing to 
the peak of the seasor. Hav 
sorbed the holiday card. of 
show business looks forward to 
incoming attractions, there being 10 


strength- 
ened again 
ing ab- 


five hits, 


carded this week.and next. Strength 
of legit patronage is further indi- 
cated by the fact that € re ( 
rded cl ngs t ‘ 
\side from the ge pe 
att ction f 
i \ 1ess | ¢ . 
tan Opera I l 
] Road’ ¢ P 
Mi: ' 
of e or L, 1 and 
cf ( € a < I 
| { ¢ t 
nhattar nN ¢ Cit } of Da - 
ning next summe: Gro went up 
bout $7.000 for a total estimated 
over $32,000. 
There are now three shows top- 
ping the $30.000 mark Show Is On’ 


holding 
‘White 
$24,000 
1 pace 


the lead at $40.000. and 
Horse Inn’ the runner-up at 
‘Red, Hot and Bl! ipped 
and was rat at $28.500 
raight how set-up |} ( ht at- 

o1 getting more than 
nd, of that group, three are toppi1 

0.000 regularly. Some of 
uccesses would doubt! have 
ilar marks but for the limited ca- 
pacity of the theatres in which the 
are spotted. 

‘Tide Rising.’ 


$15.000 


1} 
LTC 


sim- 


last week’ o] 
miere at the Lyceum. drew a 
press but got $5,000 and may 
to another house. 


oO pre 

weak 
move 
dependent on this 
week’s going. There are four shows 
arriving this week. Next week's 
ecard: ‘Masque of Kings.’ Shubert: 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls.’ Morosce: ‘A 
Point of Honor,’ Fulton: ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ (‘All About 
Love’), Playhouse: ‘In Gold We 
Trust.’ Little, and ‘Call Me Ziggy,’ 
Longacre. ‘Howdy Stranger’ is slated 
to move from the latter spot. 


the | 


| (D-857-$3.30). 


Business improved so much that | 
‘The Country Wife’ remains two 
weeks more at the Miller: it was 


slated to close last Satu day. 

‘It Can’t Happen Here.’ 
is announced to close at the Adelphi 
this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘And Now Goodbye,’ Golden (lst 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Presented by 
John Golden; adapted from James 
Hilton’s novel by Philip Howard: 
opened Tuesday (2). 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Holdover 
in the money every 
around $8,500; 


(63d week) 
laugh show 
week: business 
not costly to operate. 
‘But for the Grace of God,’ Guild 
Slated for 
week, which ends the sub- 
period: around $11,000, all 
from that source. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (4th 
week) (D-1,097-$3.30). 
ity and may 


another 


make the grade: im- 


'proved to around $7,000 last week, 


with some cut-rate aid. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (8th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Settling down for 
a run after slow start: laugh show 
around $15.000; 
non-name Cast. 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (67th week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Another long run 
attraction that holds to steady 
profits; paced around $8.500; using 
some cut-rates. 
‘Frederika,’ Imperial (lst 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Presented by the 
Shuberts; operetta with score by 
Franz Lehar opens Thursday (4). 

‘High Tor,’ Beck § (4th 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Strength of 


week) 


week ) 
draw 


excellent figure for | 
be couple of dark weeks, with a trvy- 
out; 


WPA show, | 


“FREDERIKA’ OK 





ion its 


indicated by excellent figures: run- 
ning around $15,500; nearly all di- 
rectly at box office 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ Longacre (4th 
|; week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Better than | 
first indicated, but modest grosses; 


handsomely to | 


last week estimated 
moves to 46th St.: 
follows here. 


$5,000; 
Me Ziggy’ 


around 


‘Call 


‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (15th 
| week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Went up 
$1,000 for a gross of around $28,500, 
although agency buy expired; 
brokers handled as many tickets as 
before. a 


‘Show Is On,’ Winter 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40 
leader and going around 
al’ performances, with 5 
at $40,000 

‘Stage 


week ) 


Garden (‘7th 
3roadway’s 
capacity at 

q iote d 


ont ic Box 
3.30) Sizable 


pace of earlier 


Bayi) 
-1,013 
h an 
faring well: last weel OSS @; 
$16,000 
Ete rnal 


week 


(16th 
hit: 


roing 


ned 
‘The Road.’ Manhattan 
| ) (M-2.780-$4.40). 
to are 33.000. show 


‘ 


Winvless 
eek) (D-] 


Victory.” Empire 


‘The 
{ HQ90_8? 2h) 


$17.000 
Women,’ Barrymore 51} 
C-1,048-$3.30). Leader of 


KO attractior u al 


‘The 


ce in ti li pei m- 
900 


oe 


¢ 
$21 
‘Tide 


>s 4 , * - 
Rising,’ Lyceur 2a 


May move: ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’ booked in: around 
090, okay considering weak press. 

Thirsty Soil,’ 48th St. (lst week) 
(T)-969-$23.29). Presented: by Leila 
Bliss and Harry Hayden: written by 


Bond: 








Raymond open tonight 
(¥ Ines Ly ). 
»>baccoa Road,’ Forrest (165th 
veaki (D-1,017-$1.65) Around $6.000; 
dd fieure for 'oug run « ne 
hin w lon t will t 
Ton it at 8:30 N< 1] 
‘ C-1,.132-$4.40 ( ‘i 
) on V 
le er th 
tal last week ove . 
rs ariech , Plyn oO ith ] } ‘ " 
CD-1,036-$3.30) Anothe 
mash, with figure that add nD 
£91000 and bette \ Ir] 
‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst ¢re 
med eng.) (49th week) ‘(D-1.110- 
3.30). Another excellent gross: $18.- 
S00. which topped recent eekly 
neures. 
‘White Horse Inn, Center (19th 
eek) (M-3.321-$3.85.. Commands a 
b lice of patror > from visitors; 
business are : 190 last week 
‘You Ca y It with Yeu,’ 
3001} (6 k (C.704-§ 2n) 
. est of tl laugh pl ! ed 
{ tne re make 10 cee 
de re ilar] ove! $] 00 is 
ne high 
Revivals 
‘King Richard,’ St. James (lst 
week) (D-1,400-$3.30). Revival of 
rarely played Shakespearean work; 
opens Friday (5). 
‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (10th 


week) (C-944-$3.30). Business 
proved $1,000 to over $11,000 
engagement extended two weeks. 

‘Naughty, Naught,” American 
Music Hall; old-style meller in 
former church drawing excellent 
patronage. 


im- 


and 


WPA 
‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 
‘Iolanthe,’ Daly’s 63d Street. 
‘Sweet Land,’ Lafayette, Harlem. 


‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Adelphi; 
closes this week. 
‘Native Ground,’ Majestic, Brook- 


lyn. 





$22,000, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2 
if some kind of celebra- 
to be the order of the 
week, for the first time 
this season, Philly has four regular 
legit shows on at the same time. 
Town’s had four shows running 


Looks as 
tion ought 
day. This 


- ‘Tl once before this season, but one of 
Shows activ- | 


"em was a pop-priced offering at the 
Locust. This week, that house has 
Anne Nichols’ ‘Hey Diddle. Diddle,’ 
which has a‘regular $2 scale. with- 
out cut-rate attachments. Booking 
was made,suddenly last week and is 
for a single week only. 

Erlanger is also open again. after 


‘A Point of Honor.’ This is 
also in for one week only. 

Forrest has ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ which 
was almost a total sell-out for its 
entire two weeks before it opened. 
Show is on subscription (6th end 
last of this year’s series) and that, 
of course, handicapped public sale 
and will keep the gross from being 
close to a modern record here. Too 
bad show can’t play a week or two 
own after the subscription 
fortnight. 

Fourth show here this week is 
‘Reflected Glory,’ playing its second 


and last week at the Chestnut. 

Next week is skedded to find a 
|quartet of shows also, with the 
Locust announcing ‘Mulatto.’ the Er- 
langer set with George Jessel's 


‘Glory for All,’ another try-out. and 
the Chestnut getting a return en- 
gagement of ‘Pride and Prejudice.” 
which opened here last year. 

Last week’s biz was fairly good. 


with ‘Frederika’ picking up to hit 
the $22,000 mark in its second and 
| final week at the Forrest and ‘Re- 


flected Glory’ managing to pull out 
a $10.000 week at the Chestnut. 

‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover.’ in 
single week the Locust. took an 
unmerciful r ning at the hands of 
the crix and after little biz due to 
curiosity at ‘he start. faded to nothe 


for a 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Reflected Glor (Chestnut Ist 
week). (¢ ‘es and Bankhead 
followins t win $10.000. with 
ome in ! fa biggs econd 
yeek ° 
‘Frederi orrest 2a ee ) 
Pulled uj 22 000 | d 
and f vhict long 
city at $3 but 
f ctor’ I De- 
; k 
Lad terly’s Lover’ ‘L 
( ned it « Som rest 
a he . but J cv if it passed 
$2.900 « the week. ‘Hey Diddle 
p { s week 


“3 
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Plays Out of Town 












parted from the field of realism, a 
point which makes his play the more 


: intriguing. Nor has he had to go far 


to find comedy relief, human treat- 


. ment of family situations being 
enough to cause laughter. 4 
Story has its setting in a modern 
’ ° ° “ - . 
The People’s Choice We Dress for Dinner | beach house in Southern California, 
Pasad J ot summer residence of Dr. and Mrs. 
Pasadena, Jan. 25. asadena, van. <!. Wilkins and their three children, an 
Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by Farce im three acts bs Aben Kaniel. adolescent son, a grown lad attend- 
Howard J. Green and Raymond Leslie Gold- | Directed by Maxwell Sholes in association | ; 
mari; directed by Shila Wardall; art direc- | with Kandel. Gilmor Brown supervising ing college, and a daughter of the 
tion, Eleanor Hall; presented at Laboratory | director. At Pasadena Community Play- marriagable age. 
theatre of Community Playhouse, Pasadena, | house, Jan. 26, ‘37. ; * , Over the last week-end of the sea- 
Cal., for week's run, opening Jan. 25, '37. Butch Marone.....+ceeeeses.- Eddie Nugen ests a tal- 
Daniel Webster Flick... William Ebenhardt | Bosco.........ee0e+ seesse-Samuel FE. Hines ood wat sophie net y "I friend of 
EE re seecees.Claude Wisberg | Monk...........ceseseeses+-Highe Lewman | ented Dut sophisticated gir iri 
Emmy Stevens........... Marjorie Manning | Violet Pajinski.....eeeeee+-Pegsgy Shannon | the daughter and an old friend of 
cro gmamae wrrerTrrirTi tT yy ede a bee Patsy ee seccece eccees ee nee the family, who has been traveling 
@IM... 0.0 c-cvvccece.. mIcnaNm filliams “hick Doogast....ccocescceesess3 4 : . 
James J, Oeilleccccesscsssd Alfred Wagstaff | Harry, the Penman..........Ted Thompson for more than 12 years in foreign 
'. S Senator W. O, Yardle...Ned Bristow | Baggy Gordon...... ° .+-Don Barclay | lands. Daughter is engaged to a 
CAMO PHICE. 6 605 sevecccistes Catherine Lewis | Tom Crane.......e0+ ins Jack Egan righteous neighbor lad, but has a se- 
DONE. i bad 6860s Gubsc dee cedar John Ridgely | Amy Benson.....cccccscceese:: Claudia Dell ne Ge a 
a. ty PERE. 1.0 ds bt eceuee .. Oval Wrlie | Sam Sachs....cccovcececs Sam A, Burton cret yen for the neer do = =< 
Sidney Oscar FlicK..ecccseess Richard Odlin | Mr. Wilcox....«sccceesss Ferdinand Munier | @ rich promoter, whom she tosse 
Hobart... ‘ sseoeeee-Richard Odlin | Mr. Wilcox... +ssseeres Malcolm Graham | off because of his drinking. Oldest 





Strictly in tune with the current | 


interest in things political, “The 
Peopla’s Choice’ is a rollicking com- 


edy with a good romantic trend. It} 
moves at a fast pace from the time | 


the curtain goes up until the final 
scene, 
laughs. 


Authors Howard J. Green and 
Raymond Leslie Goldman have kept 
their comedy well within the lines 
of decency, without surrendering the 
slightest opportunity for play value. 
Slightly on the burlesque side, it is 
nonetheless so close to the actual 
facts that it is heavy in realism. 
Show seems quite capable of profit- 
able legitimate production and holds 
definite film possibilities. 

Story is built around Daniel Web- 
ster Flick, small-town Democrat, 
who is suddenly plunged to promi- 
nence because he is a descendant of 
a famous governor. A political boss, 
James J. Quillen, elevates Flick to 
the governorship, but only after a 
campaign full of excitement, par- 
ticularly when Sidney Oscar Flick, 
a cousin, escapes from an insane 
asylum to join in the movement. 
Balmy cousin shoots the candidate, 
but his identity is finally concealed, 
the slightly wounded Flick is ac- 
claimed a martyr and elected. 

Boss Quillen’s chief ally is Gale 
Price, beautiful young woman who 
knows all the answers. After Flick 
goes to the capital, she becomes his 
secretary and sees beneath his naive 
shell. Blunder after blunder nearly 
wrecks the administration until 
finally, to relieve drought, the gov- 
ernor signs up with a rainmaker, 
agreeing to pay so much for every 
day it rains. Rain refuses to stop 
and the populace is on the verge of 
revolt, even to hurling = stones 
through the windows of the gover- 
nor’s mansion. 

Governor has one great quality, 
that of being able to make a down- 
to-earth speech. As the rain sud- 
denly stops he faces the mob and 
wins it over with his oratory, then 
shyly turns to win Miss Gale with 
a kiss and a hug as the bewildered 
Quillen tries hard to make himself 
realize that the day has really been 
saved. . 

Presentation here suffers some be- 
cause the cast was obviously picked 
from among available players with- 
out particular regard for age. De- 
spite this. the play itself stands out 
as deridedlv meritorious. 

William Ebenhardt gives a good 
performance as Daniel Webster Flick, 
and Catherine Lewis is beautiful and 
intriguing in the role of Gale Price. 
Alfred Wagstaff is in character as 
the fast-moving, fast-thinking politi- 
cal boss. Others deserving of men- 
tion are John Ridgely and Jack Nel- 
son as newspaper revorters: Richard 
Odin. who shows decided talent as 
the insane cousin, and P. T. Master- 
son as a scheming capitalist who 
buys his way into a high state ap- 
pointment. 

Handling of the stage sets. under 
the art direction of Eleanor Hall, is 
good enough to take away the Ione- 
liness of a little theatre. Shila 
Wardall. director, although handi- 
capped by several players somewhat 
ou‘ of character, manaves to turn out 
a smooth-running production. 

Murf. 


and gets plenty of hearty | 





Gangsters, their molls, and all the 
| tainted gents of the racket world, so 
| familiar after a long line of gangster 
| plays and film productions, are taken 
for a ribbing ride in this effort by 
|Aben Kandel. Billed as ‘a farce to 
nd all gangster plays,’ piece is broad 
and fails to solidly jell. This, in 
spite of a capable cast of experienced 
players, most of whom have attained 
various degrees of attention on the 
screen and stage. 

Author hasn’t omitted any of the 
personalities customary in the past 
run of gangster dramas and each 
comes in for lampooning. However, 
the digs lack sparkle, leaning toward 
burlesque treatment. 

Play is about baby-faced killers 
and beetle-browed muggs who at- 
tempt tuxedos and class in order to 
put over a real estate phoney. Lights 
go on and off and the characters get 
bumped off. Then the head gangster 
decides to turn G-man and solve the 
crimes by the ‘reconstruction’ 
method. Everybody is under suspi- 
cion and the butler finally confesses 
that he is guilty. Entire thing works 
out strictly to formula. But the 
formula, as well as the gangsters, is 
supposed to be put on the spot. 

in addition to the mob, there is a 
sucker with the million bucks, a 
thrill-seeking society girl and her 
boy friend, a newspaperman who is 
writing the killer’s biog, and a gang 
mouthpiece. 

Although presented in three acts, 
production is practically a one-act 
play stretched out. There is no time 
lapse between first and second acts, 
while a bare few minutes in time 
saparates acts two and three. All 
action takes place in one set, Butch 
Mansion. 

Eddie Nugent gives a fair perform- 
ance as the fast-talking gang boss 
and vain trigger man, while his moll, 
Peggy Shannon, is satisfactory. Rus- 
sell Hopton stands out among the 
mobsters, who include Matty Fain, 





Arthur Harrington. ...ee....s:: Tack 
Messenger eeaks 





Accurate in its portrayal of aver 
age American family life and deli 
cately handled in its more unwhole 
some __ situations, ‘Beach 


| ment, 


further consideration. 


Author Robert Chapin has not de- 


«+e++eCharles Wood 


House’ 
| emerges as a fine piece of entertain- 
with potentialities deserving 


son has, as his house guest, his col- 
lege sweetheart. Adolescent son is 
greatly admired by a little neigh- 
bor girl but does not return the af- 
fection, preferring the manly com- 
pany of his sister’s jilted sweetheart. 

Whole play leads up to the last 
night of the season, when they all 
gather around the fireplace for a ‘last 
fire’ ceremony, wherein they come 
forth with confessions. And confes- 
sions are a-plenty, with the sophis- 
ticated girl friend revealing that she 
has been propositioned by the old 
family friend and the son telling the 
world that he and his colleze sweet- 
heart have been sinning. To top it 


himself by jumping from a pier just 
outside the house. It is a trying time 
for Dr. Wilkins, who has a great un- 
derstanding heart. 

Crowning scene, hfndled so deli- 
cately by two kid actors that it tugs 
at the heartstrings of the audience, 
comes when the adolescent son dis- 
covers love and finds himself in the 
arms of the little neighbor girl he 
has long scorned. 

With seemingly unimportant roles. 
the ¢hildren, Anita Denniston and 
David Brady, emerge as the real 
stars of the show. They handle their 
parts like real trouvers and both dis- 
vlay exceptional abilities as perform- 
ers. Victor Zimmerman and Juliette 
Rypinski, as Dr. and Mrs. Wilkins, 
are fine, and Carmel White. as the 
son’s inamorata, comes throush a 
difficult part with honors. Others 
who do okay are James Guston. Au- 
drey Smith. Julie Courtney. Warde 
Darnell, Richard Loo, William 
Wright and Jack Nelson. Murf. 


The Return of Hannibal 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 


Costume comedy in three acts (16 scenes) 
by Amory Hare, presented by Farmor, Inc., 
at Geary theatre, Sam Francisco, Cal., 
Feb. 1, "37; staged by Harry Minturn; set- 





| 















tings. Norman Rock: costumes, Florence 
Ted Thompson. Don Barclay, Samuel | Locke. 
E. Hines and Higshe Lewman. Claudia | Mago........cceeceesees: Reginald Sheffield 
Dell is well cast as the thrill-seeking Sealtown itreseess pelhaweude Helen Ma Kellar 
deb, while Ferdinand Munier is the caviae Weana..............kuee Wigton 
sucker, and Sam_ A, Burton the |socilius............. iain a ol Eduard Franz | 
mouthpiece. Jack Egan is the news- Runner Vekbs beeen ae Lewes Codi Harold Wilson 
: SOMtAT...cecccece 666000 tse08 Charles O' Nea 
paper biographer. Barr. Adherbal...cscscsceesss George MacQuarrie 
(Show closed after 4 perform-|yanarabal... 0.00... Harry Hollingsworth 
ances.) GON. 10) caatesa ee eeeee-David MacDonald 
Siasiantabiaiampindisiainmoet Campanian Guide...........-Stanley Price 
‘ Intérpreter....... oeee .Earl Jamison 
Arab Horseman...... ...Nestor Aber 
BEACH HOUSE Corinna. ..scccciese COS SOCeess Louise Brien 
| er er. ee eeeeses- William Tannen 
Pasadena, Jan. 22. Roman Crier....... ey obit rice James Far! 
Drama in three acts (four scenes) by | Old Roman Citizen,.........../ Alec Harford 
Robert Chapin, presented at Laboratory | Pabius............ eeese J. Herschal Mayal! 
Theatre of Pasadena Community Play- | Appius Claudius............ Purnell Parker 
house, -Pasadena, Gal.; direeted by Chapin, | Metellus.......- ebeasicthoxeda: tay Clifford 
Dr. Wilkins..3.... ':Mictor N. Zinimerman | Furius Philus...,.ceccessss--s-- Lane Allen 
Mrs. Wilkins..............Juliette Rypinski | Hanno.......csseeee eeee.Harrv B. Stafford 
Sobby Wilkins.....cscecesesss David Brady | Barmoear.,... COciecenecs Harry Holden 
Susan Brownlee........06 .-Anita Denniston | Murear..... ° PPO rry es. Albert Gandero 
Ruth Davies (Squidgeéy....... Carmel White | Synhalus.......5. evecee.Dominique Farnier 
TEE: Wilkitia. .4 occ cesivebic deck James Guston | First Judiciary........... Williem Harrison 
Julio Wilkins. ...cvecosccccved Audrey Smith | Second Judiciary........ Edward A. Paulton 
Brenda Hollister. .e..ceese.-Julie Courtney Third Judiciary.......e... Francis Hampton 
Cave TOGO. 6 ics ccestieise Warde Darneil | Hannibal's Son.............. Kenneth Craig 
Sh SOM SOs csanahecesaanecdes Richard Loo | “ludia.......+.-. Elaine Barrie Barrymore 
mime Cmte... inecbess William Wright 
Nelson 


World preem of Amory Hare's 
first play, ‘Return of Hannibal,’ gave 
- | first-nighters at the Geary two brief 
-| views of the much-publicized Elaine 
-| Barrie Barrymore and little else of 
any great interest. Jerome Law- 
ler, in the title role, is the star, but 
unquestionably the Barrie name in 
the cast is the chief draw at the box 
office. 













SEMI-ANNUAL 


Further reductions on 
thousands of pairs of our 


finest shoes from regu- 
lar Fall and Mid-season 
stocks. Splendid selec- 


tion of colors, patterns, 


_ materials and sizes. 


49 WEST 34th ST. 
450 FIFTH AVE. 


MILER 


@@ | between scenes accentuates the slow- 


90 


“Ingenve” and 

"tI, Miller Beau- 

tiful’’ models... 
formerly 


8.75 to 12.75 





90 


"1. Miller Beautiful” and 
“Deluxe” models... 


formerly 12.75 to 16.75 


562 FIFTH AVE. 
1552 BROADWAY 


tee RP. PRM GIF bo 5 


e | Ralph Kettering produced 


« | ing are modest, but adequate. 


Miss Barrie appears in only two 
short scenes near the end of the 
third act, which gives her little op- 
portunity. 


Lawler and’some others in the cast 
destroy the’effectiveness of numer- 
ous lines through faulty enunciation. 
Women in Hannibal’s life are por- 
trayed by Helen MacKellar. Louise 
Brien and Miss Barrie, with Miss 
MacKellar outstanding. 

Dramatic interest fails to build 
during any of the 14 scenes. Con- 
stant repetition of incidental music 





ness of the plot. 
the 
show capably. Staging and costum- 


| Show is set for a Los Angeles run 

| following two weeks here. Also in- 

| tended for Broadway, but from pres- | 
ent indications it will never leave 

the Coast. Milt. 





off, the jilted sweetheart tries to kill | 








Reels on Flood 





(Continued from page 7) 





more commercial planes to fly ex- 
posed negative out of the stricken 
areas. This was esential since there 
were no regular airplanes operating 
from the flooded districts, 

One company sent its chartered 
ship to Cairo, Evansville and Louis- 
ville and then flew the newsreel ma- 
terial to Cleveland for connection 
with regular plane service. Memphis 
now is included as a stop by these 
| special airplanes. 
| Tales of daring, heroism and the 
|old adage of ‘get on the scene and 
| grab the story’ were enumerated this 
week by principal newsreel editors. 
Since the difficulty in obtaining boats 
of any description, majority of news- 
reels depended on aerial views for 
coverage on worst gutted spots. This 
was particularly true of Louisville 
and Cincinnati. 

Because metropolitan dailies 
throughout the country devoted so 
much space to the reproduction of 
flood photographs, it was virtually 
impossible to fake any scenes or grab 
them from library material. News- 
reel editors tempted to insert such 
views were held back by this very 
fact. 





| 
| 


The Real Thing, or Else 


Situation about Louisville is an ex- 
ample of this. Any close-up shots of 
building had to be the real thing or 
else, because the waters rose higher 
than even the 1887 floods when news- 
reel views were not in existence. 
Closeups showing the water 10 feet 
high in the Brown hotel, Louisville, 
| had to be taken by cameramen on 
the actual scene. 

Newsreel chieftains admitted that 
it was either a question of ‘you've 
got the story, or you haven’t. And 
there was considerable moaning by 
some editors who ran into unforeseen 
difficulties or failed to get the breaks 
that rival reels did. 

Because of the heavy loss of life 
and enormous property damage, ma- 
jority of the reel editors concen- 
trated on Louisville as indicating the 
most graphic material. Universal 
claimed that it obtained the only 
pictures made last week in Louis- 
ville proper or on the ground floor. 
Max Markman, cameraman at Jef- 
fersonville, climbed over the super- 
structure of a bridge into the Ken- 
tucky metropolis in order to carry 
out the films. 

First clash with civil authoroties 
at Louisville was reported by one 
newsreel Saturday (30). Cameraman 
photographing local gendarmes car- 
rying liquid supplies from a liquor 
shop was seized by the cops and his 
camera taken away. Could not get 
his camera back until he had surren- 
dered the film he had just shot. 
Officers claimed they were confiscat- 
ing the stock but the newsreel home 
office still is wondering why the pic- 
| tures were seized if such was the 


| case. 
| 








Daredevil Lensers 


Acting on a hunch, Pathe News ed- 
itors sent H. G. Germann to Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, the day before the 
flood became bad. Result was that 
he was there when the retaining wall 
broke. Obtained graphic shots, in- 
cluding 50 feet of water roaring 
down streets. Pathe cameraman also 
secured closeup views of actual res- 
cue from raging torrent by firemen 
at Portsmouth. 

Efforts to use sound equipment by 
nearly all reels failed from the first. 
Now many of them have sound crews 
at points where water has receded 
sufficiently to permit its transporta- 
tion. Even other equipment was 
used precariously, as Pathe fourd to 
its sorrow. Oscar Goodman, shoot- 
ing near New Madrid, Mo., from a 
light boat lost all his equipment ex- 
cepting his camera when ship turned 
over in 12 feet of water. 

Tales of battling against heavy | 
odds to get negative out of stricken | 
area after actually taken were re- | 
ceived from all newsreel companies. | 
Jimmie Sedivy, from U’s Chicago | 
office, waded in water nearly to his | 











2 





Movietone was shot from the-air. a}. 
though some was taken so close to 
the water that it looked like land 
work. Special plane carrying Cam- 
eramen Jack Kuhne and Al Gold and 
piloted by Charles Stoffer was used 
to secure the aerial views. Gold was 
landed to grab ground shots, plane 
being brought down whenever a 
half-way dry landing spot could be 
located. After hours of photograph- 
ing, the airplane visited principal 
key cities picking up completed films 
in those communities and flying them 
back to N. Y. This was necessitated 
by fact that railroad trains 
packed with refugees 
planes were not 
cities. 

Shots of the vast exodus of entire 
communities on army orders in the 
region about New Madrid, Mo., and 


were 
and regular 
servicing these 


Cairo, Ill., furnished some of the 
most unusual footage obtained by 
Metro’s ‘News of the Day.’ By get- 


ting in back of the flood via a cir- 
cuitous route through Indiana and 
Illinois, Jack Whipple, cameraman 
Metro, obtained comprehensive 
views of this mass movement, rated 
altogether different from anything 
before shot in previous flood stories. 
As the scene of operations for the 
newsreel crews shifte? almost dailv, 
th. cost of maintaining contact with 
the lensers mounted this week. Wire 
tolls and the .normous amount of 
negative being used also added to the 
expense list as the big flood neared 
its third week. 








Plays in Rehearsal 


‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’— 
Gilbert Miller. 

‘Now You've Done It‘ (‘Me Third‘) 
—Brock Pemberton. 

‘Yes My Darling Daughter’ (‘All 
About Love’)—Alfred de Liagre. 

‘Glory For All’—George Jessel. 

‘The Meal Ticket’ — Aldrich 
Myers. 

‘Brother 
Abbott. 

‘Having a Wonderful Time’—Marc 
Connelly. 

‘In a Nutshell’—Charles Stewart. 

‘An Enemy of The People’ (revi- 
val)—Walter Hampden. 

‘London’ Assurance’ 
Barbara Robbins. 

‘In Gold We Trust’—Lawder and 
Skinner. 

‘Marching Song’—Theatre Union. 

‘Call Me Ziggy’—Michael Todd. 


and 


Rat’ (road) — George 


(revival)—~— 





Tobis Reorg 











(Continued from page 11) 





since the political upheaval, has 
risen to the top theatre post under 
Prime Minister Goring’s protection. 
His versatility as both actor and 
director has already stood many film 
tests and, unquestionably, he will 
prove a sound film contact man if 
the Prussian prime minister should 
ever be in need of such a person. 

What interested Tobis most in this 
sweeping change is undoubtedly the 
marquee value of Forst, Jannings 
and Grundgens. But what interests 
the rest of the German film world 
most is the radical melting down of 
all competition. There are practically 
only two film firms left in Germany 
now, Ufa and Tobis. That means that 
unless a director, actor, scenic de- 
signer or cameraman gets a job at 
either of these two companies he is 
left out in the cold, no other place 
to go to. Same, of course, with the 
distributor. 





All the changes above mentioned 
are liable to be the forerunners of a 





more serious reorganization of Tobis 
internationally, with the two com- 
panies above mentioned (German 
and Austrian) eventually to be cut 
off and dropped from the parent 
Dutch organization. 








neck to take film safely out of the 
flooded Kentucky district. Pathe | 
lensmen used a power boat, a horse 
and automobile to carry newsreel | 
film from a cut-off community in | 
Ohio to the nearest airplane. 
As a new week started with cam- 
eramen still out in the field shoot- 





‘London Assurance,’ by Dion Bou- 
cicault, set by Barbara Robbins, ac- 
tress turned producer, for Feb. 18. | 
Raymond Bell directing. 


| 
‘Feathers Up,’ musical by William | 
Hurlburt, announced for spring prod. | 
iby Harry Cort. Frank D’Armond | 
| and Walter Cogper will do the score. | 


i 2 | Dmitri Ostrov will direct. 


ing flooded areas at lower points in 
th Mississippi valley, assignment | 
editors and news eds of the various | 
companies had additional headaches | 
to handle. Most field operatives | 
were running, not only short of film, 
but also money, and the difficulty in | 
transporting and transmitting each 
further complicated their tasks. 





“Red, Hot and Blue,” Aivin, N.Y 





Best flood stuff obtained by Fox | 
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Despite Several Costly Flops 
London Legits Healthy; 32 Plays 
And 21 in the Profit Column 





London, Jan. 22. 

Rumor is very dangerous, espe- 
cially when it comes to show busi- 
ness. 

Quite a number of people identi- 
fied with show biz are talking very 
loudly about all West-End shows 
being flops, and, in some instances, 
creating quite a panic. Knockers 
base their arguments on two recent 
pig shows in the West-End—Coch- 
ran’s ‘Boy David,’ and Mascwitch’s 
‘Balalaika.’ They argue that if such 
important shows, which got a good 
press, are not doing business, how 
about the rest? 

In the case of ‘Boy David,’ the 
biggest squawkers are the libraries. 
They saw the show when it opened 
at Edinburg, and thought so much 
of it that they made the biggest buy 
for a straight play in years. And 
it’s a flop. In the case of ‘Balalaika,’ 
it started out losing money the first 
three weeks, but is picking up, and 
now seems to have a chance. 

But which ever way it is, two 
swallows don’t make a summer, and 
a few flops in over 30 plays run- 
ning, with lots more to follow, do 
not mean that West-End biz is so 
terrible. Firth Shepherd, for in- 
stance, has three shows running con- 
currently, all hits and making real 
money, and a fourth coming along. 

Also knockers seem to forget that 
England has been under a ‘flu cloud’ 
for weeks, with doctors writing long 
articles in the papers, telling the 


masses to keep out of crowded 
places.. 

Show business, as a whole, has 
been neither better or worse than 


other years, experiencing the usual 
after-Christmas lull. And, with mil- 
lions of people having booked ac- 
commodation here months ahead for 


the Coronation, business actually 
looks very healthy. 
Most obvious fact known is that 


producers with new shows in the 
making are having the greatest pos- 
sible difficulty getting houses, and in 
some cases are actually lining up on 
the doorsteps of theatre owners. If 
that is not a sign of prosperity, 
what is? 
Approximate Grosses 


(At rate of $5 to the £) 

‘After October,’ Aldwych (40th 
week). One of those Sunday-night- 
produced plays deemed worthy of 
moving to a regular West-End thea- 
tre. Show clicked and, with small 
Overhead got money, on some 
weeks as high as $7,000, which is 
plenty. Now exhausted. In iast 
week, to a probable gross of $4,000. 
‘Jane Eyre,’ from the Queen’s, is 
transferring here. 

‘Balalaika,’ Adelphi, (4th week). 
Musical by Eric Maschwitz and 
George Posford was done some years 
ago by the late Julian Wylie under 
the name of ‘Gay Hussars,’ but didn’t 
reach town. Has been entirely re- 
written, and received glowing no- 
tices. Promoters found a new an- 
gel, a mystery man, who put up 
$60,000. Despite that, show had lost 
$9,000 in three weeks and was given 
notice to quit. Now, in fourth week, 
piece will play to $1,000 profit, hav- 
ing picked up considerably. Pro- 
ducers are worried looking for a 
suitable house, which they are find- 
ing very difficult. Shuberts have an 
option for America. 


‘Anthony and Anna,’ Whitehall 
(2nd year). Still on co-operative 
scheme, with actors having to dig 
into reserve occasionally. As a 
whole, has made money. Now doing 
around $4,500, which is okay. 

‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ Comedy 
(Sth week). Doing quite well; break 
figure around $3,500, which it has 
always exceeded, doing closer to 
$4,500. As a two-for-one can go 
along for a while. 

‘Boy David,’ His Majesty’s (5th 
week). This is the Bergner-Barrie- 
Cochran show which suffered many 
postponements, due to the star’s 
sickness, and then committed to pic- 
ture work. Much was expected of 
the combo, but show has not lived 
up to it. Losing $2,500 weekly, but 
not for Cochran or the owners of the 
theatre. Libraries are taking the 
eeatiment and squawking plenty. 

ill fold next week. 

‘Careless Rapture,’ Drury Lane 
(18th week). This is the Ivor No- 
vello one-man effort, which proved 
strong enough to forego the house’s 
annual panto tradition. Over with 
a bang, and one of the season's 
Smashes. 
production cost of $60,000. Around 
$22.000 week, which is $7,000 on the 
right side of the ledger. 

‘Charles the King,’ Lyric (14th 
week). This show, despite splendid 
acting and press eulogies, never 
made money. 
which is pretty hefty for straight 
Play with limited clientele. Doing 
around $5.000, which is red. Trans- 
ferring to the Cambridge on two- 
for-one. with general cut all around. 

‘Cinderella,’ Coliseum (4th week). 
Of the four West-End pantomime 
current this is the real moneymaker, 


Has long since paid off its | 


Nut is around $6.000, | 


and a surprise. Doing heftily at both 
shows, and real coin grabber for 
Prince Littler and Oswald Stoll. 
Looks good for 10 weeks or longer. 


000 profit. 

‘Aren’t Men Beasts?’ Strand (36th 
week). Had fair run for farce and 
made profit, although no* big, with 
Robertson Hare, Alfred Drayton and 
John Mills commanding a following. 
Now slipped to around $5,000, which 
is Just above even break. Folding 
Jan 23, with ‘Front of House,’ by 
Charles Landstone, West-End man- 
ager, replacing. 

‘Okay for Sound,’ Palladium (20th 
week). Opened as smash, but halted 
after about eight weeks, with ‘flu and 
Bud Flanagan’s indisposition putting 
dent into biz. Since Flanagan's re- 
turn has picked up considerably, and 
is now doing $25,000, which is $7,500 
to the good. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
(10th week). One of the surprise 
hits of the season. Practically no 
overhead, nut being around $3,500. 
Has grossed capacity for months, 
which is just over $6,000. Best thing 
housed at this theatre in years. 

‘Heart’s Content,’ Shaftesbury (5th 
week). Diana Wynyard definitely 
has a hit in this one, although it does 
not compare with ‘Sweet Aloes.’ 
Doing steady $7,000, with getting-out 
price near $5,000. 

‘Housemaster,’ Apollo (10th week). 
Ian Hay product, sponsored by the 
season’s lucky producer. As in the 
case of Firth Shepherd’s other two, 
in the hit class. Doing steady $7,000, 
with getout price about $5,500. 
Should be in the money for months. 


‘Hell for Leather,’ Phoenix (12th 
week). Got a fair press, but re- 
sponse has been weak. Around 


$3,500, which, even with small over- 
head, is in danger zone. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Queen’s (14th week). 
Did fairly for a couple of months, 
bottom then falling out. Has been 
lingering lately to around $6,000, 
which is slightly above even break. 
Transferring to Aldwych on two-for- 
one basis. 

‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ Duchess 
(11th week). Small house, no over- 
head, no nothing. Just lingers to 
small change. Top is not above 
$2,500. 

‘Mother Goose,’ Hippodrome (4th 
week). Surprising flop. Was figured 
to be the smash hit of the Yuletide 
season, house and spot being ideal. 
Response has been heartbreaking. 
Around $16,000, which is about 
$8,000 below expectation. New Jack 
Waller-Bobby Howes musical comes 
in middle of February. Would come 
in sooner, but not ready. 

‘Mademoiselle, Wyndham’s (17th 
week). Adaptation from French, 
helped for a while through Noel 
Coward staging it. Has now lived 
this down, and malingering. Around 
$5,000, just about even. 

‘Night Sky,’ Savoy (2d week). 
Very cloudy, and looks like a fade- 
out any minute. 

‘Over She Gores,’ Saville (17th 
week). Smash at lead off, and doing 
as high as $15,000 some weeks. Has 
been dropping. °’Flu stemmed going, 
and now nearer to $10,000. As only 
big money goes to Stanley Lupino 
and Laddie Cliff, who is also the 
producer, there is no immediate 
danger. 

‘Parnell,’ New (11th week). Some 
money on strength of its Broadway 
success and local censor trouble, but 
only for a while. Doing around 


$7,000. Not likely to stay much 
longer. 

‘Puss in Boots,’ Lyceum (4th 
week). Pantomime at this house is 


an annual institution, which has al- 
ways raked in the shekels. Figured 
that the boys made enough on these 
annuals to enable them to keep the 
house closed all the year round. 
This year not so hot, however. 
Grossing near $20,000, instead of the 
usual $35,000 and instead of running 
into spring, will fold early in Feb- 
ruary. 

‘Sleeping Beauty,’ Vaudeville (4th 
|} week ). 
|of modern pantomime is doing bet- 
ter than last year. Around $5,000 
and profitable. 

‘The Frog,’ Prince’s 
| ‘Hoke’ meller picked from the late 
Edgar Wallace shelf. Made barrels 
of coin, with small overhead. Still 
lin the $12.500 class, and looks like 
running forever. 





‘This Will Make 
Palace (18th week). Doing well 
enough to worry Lee Ephraim, who 


lis waiting to get into the house with 
his American production of ‘On 








Andre Charlot’s conception | 


|dors (23d week). 


: {but now on the 
Steady $25,000, which is easily $10,- | $4,000. 








(40th week). | 


You Whistle,’ 


Your Toes.’ Still bettering $12,000 
which means no move 

‘Till the Cows Come Home,’ St. 
Martin's (12th week ). Jogging 
along at slow pace; just above even 
ibreak at $4.000. 


‘Swing Along,’ Gaiety (20th week) 


|A Firth Shepherd and Leslie Hen- 
json ¢ Id with Henson also 
tarring. Afiected very little by the 


topping $15,000, which is 


ait » and 


i 
| 
| 
‘ 


about $5,000 profit each week, Good 
for many more months. 

‘Storm in a Teacup,’ Garrick (50th 
week ). Transferred here some 
months ago. Little overhead and, 
at $4,000 out nicely. Folding Jan. 
23, however, to make room for a 
new show. 

‘The Astonished Ostrich,’ Duke of 
York’s (5th week). Called good en- 
tertainment by most of the press, 
and not expensive to operate. Can 
stick around for a while on the 
$4,000 weekly take. 

‘The Amazing Mr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Haymarket (24th week). Steady 
money-maker; now bettering $8,500. 
plenty okay. 

‘The Two Bouquets,’ 
down grade. At 
just manages to avoid dan7er. 

*Whiteoaks,’ Playhouse (40th 
week). Little to pay out and can 
struggle along on $2,500. 


Plays Abroad 
Melody That Got Lost 


London, Jan. 23. 


Fantasy in 22 scenes by Kjeld Abell, 


adapted by Ronald Adam and Frances 
Sinclair; music, Nancy Logan; lyrics, Kay 

North; choreography, Catherine Devillier; 

produced by C. Denis Freeman at Embassy 

theatre, London 

BIMMOP is dccsccccase ..John Gatrell 

Johnson .......+eseeeceee+.-.8mond Knight 

BE Bee BEANOPs 64000604 4006s Olly Christine | 
2nd Miss Miller...ccccee.++.-.. Kay Walsh | 
Sr@d Miss Miller....ssee:: Peggy Willoughby 

Chief $6. - 448006060905 08 Wilfrid Grantham 

Lord Wynnforth....essees. Cyril Butcher 

BOGIES  .ccccccccccocessccess Victoria Hopper 

MOUMer cecccccccccccccsesescescs Lady Tree 


WUC: £56506 04 06dss00808 Christopher Steele 





Modern fantasy with an ‘Every- 
man’ plot, and original in treatment. 
It is still running in Copenhagen 
after more than 500 performances, 
and there are nine touring com- 
panies in Denmark. It won't run 
anywhere near that long here. 

Show is an epitome of the life of 
the ordinary white-collar middle- 
class suburbanite who leads a drab 
existence, working all his life at a 
desk and never succeeding in lift- 
ing himself out of the rut. Alter- 
nately pathetic, wistful, humorous 
and human, the same proposition is 
presented from various angles for 22 
scenes, with only one interval. Some 
of these scenes do not contribute to 
the story’s progression, and ail of 
them are too verbose. : 

Despite a company which contains 
the names of several w.k. West End 
players, the acting is not on a very 
high plane, and after a couple of 
performances there was still con- 
siderable hesitancy and stumbling on 
dialog. : . 

Considerable ingenuity in the im- 
pressionistic scenery, which probably 
is a reproduction of the original. 

One or two moving passages but, 
on the whole, a tiresome bit of stage 
writing. Jolo. 





Puro Siccome un Angelo 


(‘Pure as an Angel’) 
Rome, Jan. 19. 
Comedy in three acts by A. Moscarietto, 
at Filodamatico theatre. 


Paolo Vitale.....;+seeee.. Signor Viviani 
Madalena ....ee- ecceess--Luisella Vivian! 
AUFOTA corccccsecs eos Signorina Melidoni 





Comedy is about Paolo, rich bach- 
elor, aged about 50, who never looks 
at a woman and is ‘pure as an angel.’ 
His main interest in life is his study 
of entomology; any kind of strange 
bug will excite him beyond words, 
but women never at all. 

Signora Aurora is the merry 
widow who enters the scene, and is 
so annoyed by Paolo’s reputation that 
she takes him on for a bet. He suc- 
cumbs to her charms, but doesn’t 
dare to do anything about it. Then 
he has the bright idea of having a 
sort of dress rehearsal with a lady 
of shady reputation who lives in his 
house. 

Dress rehearsal goes off very well 
and has the advantage, besides hav- 
ing given him confidence, of having 
made Aurora jealous. She started the 
whole thing as a joke, and now finds 
herself genuinely interested. When 
she reproves Paolo for having gone 
to the other woman, he says, ‘But I 
did it for you!’ And that is the end 
of his exclusive interest in insects. 

Italians like stories like that. 

Heln. 


CLIMBING 


London, Jan. 20. 
e acts by Marten Cumber- 
vy Maleolm Morley at Em- 
svndon, Jan. 19, '87. 








Coronation Prize 


| 
Ambassa- | 
Has made money, | 





London, Jan. 24. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Chamberlain will be asked in 
the House of Commons if the 
Treasury will consider arrang- 
ing for temporary abolition of 
entertainments duty on. all 
‘flesh’ shows during Coronation 
week. 

Purpose would be to encour- 
age maximum employment in 
such shows during the period. 











$106,000 TO 
THEATRES 


Paris, Jan. 25. 
Total of 22 theatres will have the 
|pleasure of splitting a $100,000 pie 
| doled out by the Paris Municipal 
| Council during the coming year. 








lion’s share, which is over and above 
the credits given them by the State, 
which ran $326,666 higher this year 
than last. 

Credits have been allotted as fol- 
lows: 

The Opera, $31,500; the Opera- 
| Comique, $35,000; the Comedie Fran- 
caise, $15,750; the Odeon, $10,500. To 
| this is added a sum of $26,250 which 
|is to be divided between the four 
|houses for the purchase of tickets 
for school children. 
Chatelet will receive $7,350, the 
| National Popular theatre $5,250 and 
|the l’Atelier $1,575, while a sum 
|equal to one-fourth of each of these 
| will go for the purchase of tickets. 
Other theatres include: 

L’Oeuvre, $350; Theatre du Petit- 
| Monde, $35; Schola Cantorum, $350; 
Cesar Franck School, $350; Concerts 
Bastid, $280; Concerts Blondel, $280; 
Salon des Musiciens, $140; Petit Con- 
cert Mozart, $35. Among these a sum 
of $2,100 will be divided for the pur- 
chase of tickets. 


Gypsy Markoff in Rio 


Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 19. 

Casino Copacabana, which has 
been laying back on floor shows for 
‘the past year, while the Urca and 
| Atlantico bettered theirs with every 
| boatload, will have two gala nights 
on Jan. 26-27, when Gypsy Markoff 
of New York and a company arrive. 

They’ll go on from here to Buenos 
Aires. 




















| has received a month’s pay and dis- 
| missal from his job, after 19 years’ 
| service. Daughter works in an of- 
| fice and is engaged to a young man 
| whose future is not guaranteed. On 
the day of father’s loss of employ- 
ment, the son, a sort of nitwit with 
inexplicable flashes of sound com- 
mercialism, has been residing in a 
tree for six days and nights, thereby 
attracting a lot of attention. He 
comes down and has no sooner en- 
tered the house than he is called 
upon by the representative of a syn- 
dicate of papers and offered $500 
for his life story. He replies he 
doesn’t want meney. Mother pleads 
i with him that father needs cash 
badly. whereupon he tilts the price 





French Government May Reopen 
Closed Legit Houses; Will Pay 
Subsidy Rather Than Unemployment 


+ —— 


Paris, Jan. 24, 

French government is thinking 
seriously of going into the theatre 
business for itself. 

Some 56 municipal theatres located 
in all parts of the country are in- 
in a plan Minister of Na- 
tional Education Jean Zay is sf#dy- 
ing before asking the Chamber to 
approve its measures. 

Plan calls for the reopening of 


these houses, which have been forced 
to close because sof poor b. o. re- 


volved 





Of these, the State theatres get the | 


turns. 


employed artists by way of unem- 
ployment insurance. 

Whether the measure will be 
adopted hinges on whether the min- 
ister can show that, by subsidizing 
these theatres to the extent of their 
deficits, the unemployment of artists 
would fall in similar proportion. 

Measure is an extension of a para- 
graph of a more elaborate plan once 
|drawn up by the French Federation 
|of Labor when it reviewed the en- 
| tire amusement field and, with the 
blessing of the Communists, got a 
great deal of publicity by telling 
what it thought was wrong with 
that particular industry in this coun- 
| try. 


‘BEHIND YOUR BACK’ 
LOOKS IN IN LONDON 


London, Feb. 2. 
‘Behind Your Back’ opened at the 
Strand Wednesday (28). It is a 
clever comedy with a theatrical at- 
mosphere. 
Was warmly received and looks to 
be in. 


London Winter Garden’s 
French Casino Policy 




















London, Feb. 2. 


Clifford Whitley has become a 
director of the Winter Garden The- 
atre Co., which includes Sir Foster 
Todd, former Lord Mayor of York, 
and William Cooper, owner of the 
theatre and a former stockbroker. 

House is opening in time for the 
Coronation, according to present 
plans, as an eatery-restaurant, a la 
the French Casino in New York. 
About $300,000 is being spent on 
reconstruction of the theatre. 

London Casino, already  estab- 
lished here, operates like the French 
Casino, N. Y., and under same man- 
agement. 


English Tower of Babel 


Berlin, Jan. 24. 
Edward P. Melotte brought tu his 
English theatre here St. John 
Ervine’s ‘Anthony and Anna,’ which 
has been running on the London 
stage for over a year. Berlin cast 
was competent under Melotte’s di- 
rection, with himself holding down 
|; a good part in the show. English 
theatre is an old Berlin standby and, 

incidentally, has official support. 
Notwithstanding the hearty recep- 
tion of the piece, the various twanhgs, 
cockney, Oxford English and Ger- 
man imitation of a Middle-Western 
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Rather new idea in satire, poking 


| says he is sure the man will return 


The Hague, Jan. 22. 





with a better offer. Sure enough . 5 seein — 
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| Project being studied by Zay 
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N. ¥. World-Tele Guild Negotiations 

Management of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, through Noel McLeish, 
acting publisher, and» Lee Wood, 
executive editor, clarified its stand 
in negotiations with employees of 
the paper by issuing a statement on 
Jan. 29 to the effect that it hoped 
the negotiations would result in an | 
agreement with a contractual status | 
and ‘at the same time definitely and | 
specifically recognize the Newspaper | 
Guild of N. Y. as-the chosen bar- 
gaining agent of the World-Tele- | 
gram employees.’ 





Statement followed passing of a 
resolution by the W-T employees 
calling for a definite answer to the 


question, on which the management 
has heretofore hedged. Guild repre- 
sentatives were under definite in- 
structions not to proceed with nego- 


tiations until the management an- 
nounced its intention. 
Guild representatives were ap- 


parently satisfied with this statement 
and negotiations were taken up at | 


‘the meeting concerning the five-day | 


week, overlime pay and preferential | 
shop, with no decisions reached. | 
Discussions between the Guildsmen 
and the management on these ques- 
tions were resumed last night (2), 





Multi-Copyright Library 
A national library system, con- |} 
taining duplicates of all matter 


registered for copyright at the Con- 
gressional Library, is proposed in a 
bill introduced in Congress by Rep- 
resentative Ross Collins of Missis- 
sippi. ° 

Collins, who sponsored U. S. pur- 
chase of the Gutenburg Bible, sug- 
gested regional reading centers be 
established at New York, Memphis, 
Chicago, Denver and San Francisco. 
Each would be a depository for gov- 
ernment documents as well as all 
private work. 

Amendment to the copyright law, 
designed to facilitate expansion of 
the regional library collections, 


ing copyright to file 12 complete 
copies instead of two as at present 
when making application for protec- 
tion. Requirement would not apply 
to limited editions under 300 copies 
and costing more than $50 apiece. 
Bill proposes an appropriation of 
$50,000,000 to $10,000,000 for each 
library. 





Skolsky’s Film Annual 

Sidney Skolsky, whose Hollywood 
column appears in more than 60 
newspapers, will edit for Random 
House an annual volume on pictures 
similar to Burns Mantle’s series on 
the New York theatre. 

Book will. be titled ‘Best Pictures 
of 1937.’ Will contain the complete 
story of the year’s best films, with 


side stuff behind productions and 
shooting. There will also be an in- 
dex containing the complete cast of 
every production in Hollywood and 
abroad. 

Deal was closed by Bennett Cerf 
on Skolsky’s last trip. to New York. 





New Yorker Breaks Radio Taboo 


| date. 





Unofficial taboo by magazines .of 
articles and fiction giving rAdio a 
heavy play was broken last week by 
the New Yorker's Reporter-at-Large 
piece by George Weller, which 
described WMCA’s. non-commercial 
street forum, as worked at Times 
Square. 

Weller is here on leave after four 
years’ headaches with political cen- 
sorship in Greece as the N. Y. Times 
correspondent. Greek dictator Me- 
taxas forced the resignation of Well- 
er’s substitute on Jan. 1. Weller is 
remaining here, however, his leave 
having been indefinitely prolonged. 
His play ‘Diplomats in Dresses’ 
Satirizing Balkan censorship and 
written during his sojourn off duty 
is now being read by MGM. 





Dramatists First Buo 
First two plays to be published by 
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One Excuse 





Newspaper Guild started pick- 
eting the North Shore News, 
published at Flushing, L. I., last 
week. Guilders on the N.Y. 
Daily News were naturally in- 
cluded in the picketing assign- 
ment, but Harry Forbes, a 
young reporter on that daily. 
declined to act. 











Sir Perry Phillips Dies 
Sir Percival Phillips, 59, American- 
born war correspondent for The Lon- 


don Daily Telegraph, died at a Lon- | 
i'don nursing home on Jan. 29 of acute 


nephritis. He had been active until 
two weeks.ago, covering the Span- 
ish rebels, and later was at Gibraltar 
and Tangier. Two weeks before his 
death he was taken sick and was 
brought back to London. 

Sir Percival’s assignments during 
his 42 years as a newspaper corre- 
spondent took him to every war and 
revolution in the world from 1897 to 
He had a peculiar knack for 
anticipating news, and was often on 
the spot long before other corre- 
spondents: In 1935 he scooped the 
world on the oil deal which Francis 
Hackett, British promoter, negotiated 
with Haile Selassie. He was wait- 
ing in Belgium in 1914 with the first 
German contingents came through. 
He was vacationing in Jamaica dur- 
in. the earthquake in 1907. 
in Ethiopia before Mussolini started 
branching out. 


person the Monongahela Herald. 
After working for the Pittsburgh 
Times a short time, he saved $76 and 
started out for Greece to cover the 
war against Turkey. He had no idea 
at the time to whom he would sell 
his stories, but on the train to New 
York met H. H. Kohlsaat, publisher 
of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, who was | 
impressed by him and contracted for 
the yarns. 
He covered this war on a bicycle, 
then covered the Spanish-American 
war, and then the Boxer Rebellion. 
In 1901 when the London Daily Ex- 
press Americanized its news treat- 
ment, he was taken to London with 
several other reporters and remained 
with the Express for 21 years. 
Phillips was born in 1877 at 
Brownsville, Pa. He never married, 
and his only known relatives in the 
U. S. are a sister-in-law and two 
nephews in Phoenix, Ariz. 





Conn Quits Salt Lake Telegram 


Kenneth S. Conn has resigned as 
managing editor of the Salt Lake 
Telegram (evening) to join the exec- 
utive. staff of the Gardner Cowles 
Publications in Des Moines, Iowa. 

His successor, Will W. Bowman, 
formerly held down a similar post 
with the Ogden Standard-Examiner, 
Ogden, Utah. 

Conn joined The Telegram Octo- 
ber 1, 1933. His new duties will be 
with Look, new picture mag. 





Moore and Riblett Switch 


He was | 


His first job was counting wrap- | 





named for the same spot on the 
Denver News. 

He succeeds Merritt F. Riblett, 
transferred to Dallas, where he takes 
charge of Scripps-Howard national 
advertising for that region. 





Uh! and Lloyd Switch 


Al Uhl, Madrid bureau chief for 
the Associated Press, for two years, 
and in Spain since the fracas broke 
out, has gone to Paris for a rest. 

John Lloyd, chief of the Paris bu- 
reau, replaces him on the Madrid 
assignment. Lloyd has worked for 
the A. P. in Moscow, Rome and 





the Dramatists Play Service will be} 
Marie Baumer’s and Martin Berke- | 


ley's ‘Seen But Not Heard’ and Mar- 
tin Flavin’s ‘Around the Corner,’ 
which are expected to be out March 
1 

Special typography selected to 
combine utility for nonprofessional 
producers with an attractive format. 
Several other publications 
planned by the Play Service for the 
early spring. 





Ashton Stevens’ 0O.O. 
Ashton 


the Chicago American, has gone to 


are 








Stevens, drama critic og | 


Rochester, Minn., for a consultation | 


with the Mayo Brothers. 

Second time since the fall that 
Stevens has been off the paper, hav- 
jing spent five weeks in the hospital 


~recently and coming back to work 


for only about three weeks before 
having to leave for the hospital 
again, 


ee 











Mexico City. 


C. A. Moore, business manager of | 
the El Paso Herald-Post, has been | 


Brookiyn Times Shakeup 


Staff of the Brooklyn Times has | 
| been’ informed of a shakeup which | 


| will drop 15 men. Among those re- 
| placed is Roland Field, drama re- 
| viewer who was with the paper 14 
| years, and covered shows for the 
| past 11 years. His spot will be given 
|to Lou Schaeffer, who was covering 
|the borough of Queens for the 
Times. 
| Sheet was recently bought by the 
| Brooklyn Eagle and eventually the 


Asked why, he’ explained | Times will be published in that 
that his father publishes the | plant 
Long Island daily and esti- ; : 
nay a hat the old boy might Kent’s Hollywood Call 
ao Oo im, 
Ira Rich Kent, editor-in-chief of 
| Houghton-Mifflin Co., is in Holly- 


wood conferring with Lloyd Douglas, 
author of ‘Green Light,’ ‘White Ban- | 
ners,” and other books, and with 
Warner Brothers execs. Studio re- 
centiy completed a picture on ‘Light’ 
and soon will do one on ‘Banners.’ | 

Kent also discussed new tomes | 
with Lee Shippey, Los Angeles au- 
thor and columnist on the L. A. 
Times. Shippey has authored several | 
books with Southern California set- 
tings. 


| Marg. Widdemer’s Broadcasts 
Margaret Widdemer, novelist and 
poet, will conduct a series of weekly 
radio broadcasts over NBC’s Blue 
| network starting Feb. 17. Program, 
| titled ‘Do You Want to Write?’ will 
| go out Wednesdays from 3 to 3:15. 
Idea is based on the-old theory 
; that everyone has a novel in him. 
| Substances of the broadcasts will be 
| published later in book form by Far- 


| rar & Rinehart. 





Joseph F. Barnes will leave next 
| month for Mrseow to head the New | 


| 

Joe Barnes to Moscow | 
| 
| 
York Herald Tribune’s bureau there. | 


| He is at present a general reporter | 


on the N. Y. staff of the daily. 
Joseph B. Phillips, who heads the | 


bureau there at present, wants to re- | 
turn to the U. S. He will join the, 


| general staff in N. Y. 


Eddie Brietz lil 
Eddie Brietz, sports writer for the | 
Associated Press, has pneumonia and 
is in a critical condition. He writes 
‘Sports Roundup,’ a gossip column 


which goes to more than 500 papers. | 


‘Scotty’ Reston, former B’way 
columnist, is pinch-hitting for Brietz. 

Inquiries as to Brietz’ condition 
came from so many quarters that 


the A. P. now sends out bullétins on | 


his condition. 





Chapman Yarn on Kaufman 


John Chapman, drama editor of 
the N. Y. News has been commis- 
sioned to write an article on George 
S. Kaufman for the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post. It will be the first per- 
sonality story that weekly has used 
in years. Expected the Post will use 
a number of other articles of similar 
type. 





Eleanor Barnes to Wed 
Eleanor Barnes, drama editor of 
the L. A. Illustrated Daily News, 
has resigned to marry Lieut. Comm. 
Anthony Mara of the U. S. Navy. 
Harry Mines, her assistant, takes 
over. 


Paul’s New Termer 


Maury H. B. Paul, who 
under the name of Cholly Knicker- 


bocker for the N. Y. American and 
other Hearst papers, has been signed 
for a new five-year stretch. 

Salary involved is said to be the 
highest ever paid to any newspaper 
society scribbler. 








Baker Vice Fry 
Robert Baker, formerly associated 
with Current History, replaced 
| Varian Fry this week as editor of 
The Living Age. Fry left because of 


| differences of opinion with the pub- | 


| lisher, Archibald Watson, over poli- 
| cles 








Best Sellers 





‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) . 
‘Lancer at Large’ ($2.75) .......%. 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50) ........ By 
‘I Was a Probationer’ ($2.50) .... 





Best Sellers for the week ending Jan. 30, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 


Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00)........... .....-By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50).........-.-...- bY W. D. Edmonds 
‘Late George Apley’ ($2.50) ........ YTy Trier By John Marquand 
‘Street of Fishing Cat’ ($2.50) ..... Sebepdeaaareaeul By Jolan Foldes 
ee BS Me tr ere bbeewd save ecceee HRIOe 2. SeOwRre 
"uni GoGs Boenm (SLOG) .cscdesivesecs. By E. Phillips Oppenheim 


Non-Fiction 


‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 
By Marjorie Hillis 


er ha ie iis ea By Dale Carnegie 


sie debit By Francis Yeats Brown 
Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
By C. J. Kern 











|} pounds... 


| funny 


| hope it’s for the third time . 


| 





writes | 


——== 


Mainly About Manhattan 


By JOHN 


(Following column, by John Chapman, is a travesty on the Broadw 
Rated the most conservative of the tabloid fourth estate 


columns. 


CHAPMAN 


ay 


''S- 


around-town, Chapman’s stuff appears on the same page with Ed Sullivan 
and Sidney Skolsky in the Monday editions of the News.) 


(Reprinted from 


Your Third Avenue and My 


N. Y. Daily 


News, Feb. 1, 1937) 


Error 


The Joes (he’s the ice man in the basement) anticipate another six 


with—himself . 
flicker set are preparing a Mexican 
yet. 


so I had it wrong first ... President 


was a Saturday and I'll be 


Elwyn van Twerp of the Park Ave. twerps is holding hands 
.. That Fellow itemed that the Harry Handsomes of the 


chill when they aren’t even married 


The same item appeared in this pillar on the Ides of March, 1066, 


Roosevelt: Nice goin’, kid, I’m proud 


| of you... Bulova Watch Time has jumped to 794 in the Crossley report 
. . Greta Garbo is hiding at a certain hotel disguised as a chambermaid 
with fallen arches ... J. P. Morgan: Okay, pal... A year ago today 


damned. 


“Who was that lady I seen you with last night?” queried George § 
Kaufman the other ho hum at Abe’s “Do”. Room. “That was no lady 


that was my wife,” quipped 


anyway but I might as well make 
penny saved is a penny earned. , 


at Murphy’s Rathskeller, is clicking . 
. John D. Rockefeller: 
model is a small imitation of the real thing and he knows who I 
... There’s a broken heart for every light on Broadway, or did 
.. Recommended: 


wish to God she’s stop... 
A 
mean 
somebody say that before? . 
platter, “No News or What Killed 


Arthur Murray 
LaGuardia: Your shirt tail’s hanging out . . 
ever gets on Broadway is a knife in the back. 
they'd all love to be your pal-bearers 


Note to Mayor 
. The only thing a mug 
Nobody is your pal but 
... Skip it. It’s probably old 
it public ... Arthur Murray says a 
. Tootsie Whoops, the new baritone 
.. She pulls her knuckles and I 
No, thanks, keed ... 


Tom McNaughtoi's hot 


the Dog” ... There’s a big deal on 


to merge M, Gand M but I can’t say anything about it. 


Shirley Lastfogel, the hat check girl at the Dive, is wearing the Cullinan 


diamond 
things you see on it 
drunks outside Rafferty’s hot spot, 
in charge of the powder room .. 
Hughes ... 


... Broadway used to be a cow trail which accounts for all the 
Butch, the gyp hackie who waits for 


is courting Delight Delovely, who's 


. Katharine: Hepburn may wed Howard 
La Hepburn may not wed Le Hughes. . 
Murray says, what the hell, that’s life... 


. Well, 
Bishop Manning: 


as Arthur 
Ah-ah-ah! 


... Fingy Fink, newsdealer at the corner of Third, and Dotty dot Dope, 





the trash-barrel prowler, are readying a Page One Flash ... Broadway 
is all right when you are going up but when you're going down they 
.. Note to Henry Ford: How’m I doin’? 





The Joes (he’s the ice man in the basement) short-weighted them- 
selves and got only a five and a half pounds, but you'd expect that 
sort of thing of Joe... Sherman Billingsley. may veto free loading 
and the panic is on... Gladys Gleep, 18-year-old nitwit of the Park 
Avenue set, and Horace van Glooby Sapp III (whose only good point 
is that Horace van Glooby Sapp II has eight billion dollars and no con- 
trol over his son) got stinking, wah-wah drunk last night at Seventy- 
Five, and didn’t dash out to get married. The genial proprietors of 
the dump were fit to be tied at such a violation of the rules and ‘ 
Gladys and Horace will be barred .. . “How’s things?” a press agent 
asked Arthur Murray the other oh dear at Wimpy’s hamburger stand. 
“Everybody complains about the weather but nobody ever does any- 
thing about it,” quipped Murray ... Personal to Aimee Semple Mc- 
Pherson: Sure. 

Third Ave. novelette: He loved her. She leved him. He str- 
She still loved him but she wept. So now she’s the blues singer at FP 
Sub-Basement, getting $483,000 a week, and the hell with him. 





The tunes from “Gold Diggers of 1941” are all wows. You'll be 

to hear them if you live that long, and don’t you wish you wuz me? . 
Arthur Murray says, nothing succeeds like success .. . Eugene O'Neill: 1 
wouldn’t if I were you . Milton Berle is clicking at Loew’s State, 
which is a record ... As Dotty Parker put it the other nite, the love 
affair between That Fellow and That Fellow will go down as one of the 
great romances of all time . . . Whisper to the Duke of W.: Thass all 
right, old fruit, I understand . .. Four years ago today a Republican 
was in the White House and doesn't that beat all? ... 








Candid Camera Shots, All Out of Focus: The loose cobblestone at 
the corner of Third ... The cop helping the old lady across the street 
like she was his mother. She was, too ... The cab driver saying “I’m ' 
engaged” and Arthur Murray saying “I hope you'll be very happy”... { 
The blind dog with a tin cup on its back leading a healthy beggar... 
Shirley Lastfogel coming out of a pop shop without the Cullinan dia- 
mond ... The store at the corner of Third that isn’t being picketed 
. . . The skyline ... The doorman at Seventy-Five, who owns the 
Boston Red Sox, two Park Ave. apartment buildings and 15,000 shares 
of Tel and Tel—but who keeps right on being a doorman because he’s 


got the soul of a doorman. 
(Copyright 19 


}7 by Chicago Tribune-N. Y. 


News Syndicate Ine.) 





CHATTER 
Harlan Hatcher’s new novel titled 
‘Central Standard Time.’ 
Associated Press has nine portable 
transmitters in the flooded areas. 
Louis Untermeyer will be a guest 


lecturer at Knox Coilege next month. | 


Associated Press in N. Y. will in- 


| stall a partial five-day week shortly. 


Sid Desfor appointed photographer | 


for special events and spot news at 


i NBC. 


| ging 


up data for pic personality | 
yarns. 

Viking will publish a short novel 
| by H. G. Wells titled ‘The Croquet 
| Plaza. 

William A. Brady’s memoirs, ‘Show- 

; man: My Life Story,’ will be out 
| Feb, 23. 
Meyer Levin, film critic for Es- 


Katherine Albert on the Coast dig- 


quire, has written a novel titled ‘The | 


Olid Bunch.’ 

Pierrepont B. Noyes has written a 
book on the Oneida Community titled 
‘My Father's House.’ 

Robert Hale has bought the Eng- 
lish rights to Desmond Holdridges 
‘Escape to the Tropics.’ 

Edgar Snow, now in Peiping, has 
edited a symposium of modern Chi- 
nese writers titled ‘Living China.’ 

Sean O’Failain is in a Dublin jail. 


| His book ‘Bird Alone’ was suppressed 


in Ireland a couple of months ago. 


| Robert Nathan sails for Jamaica 
(on Feb. 10 for a month. He will 
| work on his new novel there; due 
| out in the fall. 

Beth Campbell, formerly on the 
| Oklahoma City Times, is now cover- 
ing Mrs. Roosevelt and the Presiden- 
tial tamily for the Associated Press. 
| Replaces Bess Furman. 

Angela Thirkelil is on her way 
from England for her -first visit here. 
| Will spend most of her time in Bos- 
j}tun. Her new novel ‘August Folly’ 
(Knopt?}, is due March 15. 

Dee Lowrance of Young America 
has a walk-on part in ‘Tide Rising.’ 
She is the wife of Herbert Drake, 
draina critic for Cue, who writes the 
Herald Tribune’s news of the theatre. 

L. D. Heywood has left the copy 
desk of the N. Y. Herald Tribune to 
join the A. P. feature service desk. 


Foster Hailey, formerly with the 
A. P. desk, has gone to the N. Y. 
Times. 

A. M. Cassandre, French poste! 
artist, doing a series of covers fol 


Harper's Bazaar. 

Both Haynes Trebor, 
editor, and Robert Patterson, cits 
editor of the North Shore (Flushing, 


managing 


L. I.) Journal. where a strike 
progress, refused to go through 
picket lines on Mon. (1). Leaves ° 
Harold Forbes, publisher. to get 


‘Out the paper single handed. 
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& New ASCAP Revolt 


(Continued from page 51) 





the remaining 16% voted could only 
be considered as so mich futile mo- 


tion. 


Want System Reformed 
Insurgent group holds that it 
would be best to let the availability 
committee remain as is and that, in- 
stead of trying to electioneer against 
it, direct the efforts of the smal] pubs 


| 


persons to serve upon the Publishers’ 
Availability Committee shall repre- 
sent the preference of a majority of | 
our entire membership.’ 

‘If it is actually the sincere desire | 
of the directors and officers and of | 
the Classification Committee that the | 
choice of persons to serve upon the | 
Publishers’ | 
shall represent the preference of a/| 
majority of the entire membership 





toward effecting an entirely new 
system of availability classification. 

Leading the attack on the present | 
availability setup is 
Bros. publishing group, which recent- 
ly in a brief filed with the ASCAP 
directorate demanded that the rating 
of its various firms be upped. This 
brief charged that the ratings as 
they now stood were to a major de- 
gree unfair and in support of this 
claim advanced statistical data com- 
paring the use of various catalogs 
and the availavility ratings granted 
these same catalogs. 

Excerpts from the Warner presen- 
tation of the critical view showing 
such comparisons are contained in 
adjoining boxes. 

Sam Fox’s Squawk 

Protest against the electoral 
tem which the publisher faction of 
the directorate of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers wants to use in selecting 
the new availability was contained 
‘in a letter which Sam Fox, head of 
the Sam Fox Publishing Co., ad- 
dressed to the Society 
(Tuesday). Fox 
Society put this election on a more 
democratic basis or that it postpone 
the event until a fair 
conductiong the 
lished. 

Fox’s letter follows: 

‘We wish to vigorously 
our protest to the method 
ducting the 
ers Availability Committee, as in- 
‘dicated in your letter of January 
28. 1937. 

‘In the next to the iast paragraph | 
of your letter, you state the follow- 
ing: 

‘It is the sincere desire of the di- 
= and officers of the Classifi- 

ation Committee that the choic choice of 


Sys- 


election is estab- 


register 
of con- 











Television 








(Continued from page 5) 


of economics, and 
engineers view it. 

The chief reason for obstacles be- 
ing in the way of framing an inter- 
state or national network is almost 
entirely one of economics. The traf- 
fic simply will not bear the cost of 

- expensive co-axial cable networks at 

the present time. Unlike presently 
used telephone cables, which carry 
numerous calls, the co-axial cable 
designed as suitable for television 
program broadcasts thus far are 
capable of carrying only one pro- 
gram at a time. 

Aside from this angle, which 
means that a separate cable must 
be employed for every broadcast 
going out simultaneously, the cable 
lines themselves are extremely ex- 
pensive. The American Telephone & 


Telegraph Co. estimates that it cost | 
at least $540.000 to lay one from New | 


York to Philadelphia, 
90 miles. This means that the cable 
needed for televistic work will cost 
about $6,000 per mile, which is 
viewed as far in excess of what in- 
dustrial firms are able to pay at the 
present time for any network plan 
for television broadcasts. 

An additional factor that perhaps 
will hold 
thing resembling a national scale is 
the program study and work that 


must be done before a typical tele- | 


can be adjudged | 
anywhere near perfect. National 
Broadcasting Co. (RCA) has its best 
program department personnel in- 
tensively studying television pro- 
gram requirements. 
go through the routine measures. 
such as timing, perfect projection of 
a full 15-minute program both as to 
sight and sound, but have been mak- 
ing a study of films that are em- 
ploved on test broadcasts. Television 
authorities estimate that it will re- 
guire eight to nine years to get any- 


vision program 


thing like near perfect results for 
television programs or ones _ that 
would measure up to the present- 
day national radio network stand- 
ards. 
Uniform 441 Lines 

Thus far RCA (National Broad- 
Casiing). Philco and Philo Farns- 
worth have gone forward in their 
television test work hand in hand. 


< 1 “ 2S 
the Warner | | and protest, 


yesterday | 
demanded that the | 


method of | 


election of the Publish- | 


not so vague as | 


a distance of | 


back television on any- | 


They not only | 


then we ask that the directors and | 
officers and the Classification Com- 
mittee be given copies of this letter | 
and that it similarly be | 
distributed among the membership 
of the organization. 

The letter clearly indicates, al- 
though it is uncertain, as always. 
| that the method of counting ballots 
will be each vote at a value equal to 
the number of classification points 
to the credit of each voting member | 
at the close of the year 1935. If that | 
is so, it certainly permits no prefer- 
| ence by a majority of the entire | 
membership. The present few mem- | 
bers of the Publishers’ Classification | 
Committee undoubtedly have an! 
overwhelming majority of the classi- | 
fication points at the close of the 
vear 1935. This is true whether de- 
termined upon availability 
seniority points (which is also not | 
made clear in your letter). It is 
therefore obvious that fhe Publish- | 
ers Classification Committee con- | 
| trols the election and that the mem- | 
bership other than those constituting | 
{the Publishers’ Availability Com- | 
mittee cannot under any circum- 
sstances fairly participate in the 
election. 

‘We therefore demand, in the in- 
terest of the Society and in fairness 
to the membership at large and not 
to the top few, that a fair and de- 
cent method of counting votes be es- 
tablished immediately, and that such 
method be explained to all publisher 
|; members. We also demand that the 
| election be postponed until a fair 
| method of conducting the election is | 
established and that such method is 
explained clearly to the membcrs | 
|and that they be given an oppor- | 
| tunity to participate in an election 
such as you state to be the sincere | 
| desire of the directors and officers 
and of the Classification Committee.’ 


points or 


| 





(All three have switched over to 
higher standard line pictures in 
| their experimental work, Up to the 
first of the year, Radio Corp. had 
| been using 343-line pictures sent out 
| from its experimental station atop 
the Empire State building. Since 
then, the company has shut down 
the transmitter in order to change 
over to the new standard of 441 
lines. Phileo and Farnsworth also 
will make the change to the larger 
linage image. 

When RCA (National Broadcast- 
ing Co.) goes on the air again, it 
will be following the new standard 
of 441 lines. This should be in the 
next two or three months. New 
larger line picture has twice the de- 
tail of the 343-line picture. 

All of which indicates how seri- 
ously Radio Corp., Farnsworth and 
Philco are treating the problem cur- 
rently. In other words, these com- 
panies are striving to make tele- 
vision as near perfect as possible be- 
fore it is offered to the public. 

Incidentally, the standard of 441 
lines is the one recommended by the 








| Radio Manufacturers Association to 
| the Federal Communications Com- 
| mission which has not acted on the 
matter thus far. In the meantime. 
Philco, Farnsworth and RCA are} 
conforming to the suggestions with- 
| out awaiting official confirmation. 

With the three principally inter- 
ested U.S. firms conforming to such 
ideas, this means that television will 
| have a uniform type of transmission 
in this country, rather than having 
to adapt sets to the peculiar variety 
of transmission offered. 





Exploitation 








| (Continued from page 21) 
| 
' 


small bits of various 
around the edge 


colored tinsel 
of the back of the 
plaque and using a flasher light in 
the center. the plaque being raised 
about two inches above the backing. 
| When the light was on. the colored 
tinsel was reflected onto the silver 
backing. giving a rich effect and rais- 
ing the display value. 


In a somewhat similar display a 
straight silver tinsel was used on 
the underside of the plaque, but | 
three colored globes were mounted 
on a heel which was slowly re- 
volved. contact being made with 


each lamp as it passed over two con- 
tact points, with the result that there 
iwas a continuous alternation of white 


aie in Fem Crisis 


| two women 


Availability Committee | P@!! 
Conn 


-| were chosen by 


and a lot of the burgs’s most ardent 


the week was fact flock of ‘em gath- 
ered at musical union quarters when | 
a board meeting last Thursday 


|and colored light, which gave the de- 


| theatre they 


o . . 

just at this moment | Tour is taking it on Feb. 7 to Buffalo; Behind Chaliapin Tour 
that the final appeal should be made, | Fep. 8 Jamestown. N. Y.: Feb. 10, 
and this can best be done with well- ATheny: Feb. 11. Schenectady: Feb.| 
be geri the oe igus alg owe 12, Williamstown, Mass.: Feb. 13, | London, Jan. 22. 
closed until the patron is past the | Northhampton, Mass.; Feb. 14, Sir Julian Cahn, retired banker 
| box office. Springfeld, Mass.; Feb. 15, Wellesley | (who is financing the English cricket 

mncmainee College at Wellesley, Mass.; Feb. 16,; team’s tour to India), is bringing 


| and then one night- i 
about to make their return to the ero hy | standing at Glasgow, Liverpool ny 
| screen, a host of previous stunts will | Manchester. Cardiff Edinburch. 
|be remembered. One of the best ia’ ia : oh 


| worked a number of years ago was 


|an essay contest in which school aes | will bear entire expense, with profits i 
children expressed a preference for | Line Up Well Known Names for | tO £0 to the devasted areas in Eng- 

either boy as the more interesting Motor City Culture Spree land. ; 

of the pair, and gave reasons for this Second project is to import the 


iment. but 


| be repeated 
| tered on the white surface. 
|cold for impersonation contests un- 


but this can be done to advantage or|cana’ and ‘I Pagliaceca,’ and whose personal fortune and _home 

can be laid off to a store with an | ‘Requiem.’ have been wiped out by civil war 

auditorium, perticularly if it special-| yy, flice gee ee 5. Spain. Arbos’ St. Louis friends 

izes in children’s wares ow Gxt © 1€ society aC | report that horrors of war have 
But the wise manager will not con-| Mrs. Fred T. Murphy, chairman, | caused famous conductor’s eyesight i 

centrate on his juvenile appeal. The | Mrs. Wiison W. Mills, Mrs. C. Kt fait, & 1 

characters are eaually appealing to | Chapin, Dr. Clifford F. Brunk, Oliver After Arbos’ home in San Sebase- 4 

—_ adults, who pay more for their | Spaulding, and Thomas C. Wade. tian was destroyed he fled country i. 

| admissions, — 


| tacts with lodges and societies and 


iin with the 





, Pe 


a 


DRAWS SALARY; 
DOESN'T PLAY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 2. 
Schima Kauffman, for several 
years second fidcler with the Philly 
Ork, is no longer playing with the 
symph, it was learned this week. but 
| will continue to pull his $80 per un- 








SING—TALK IDEA 


Public Seems Receptive, Thinks Ex- 
emplar of Formula 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 
Reinald Werrenrath in Chicago for 
|a continuance of the lecture-concerts 
in which he gives an all-American 
program of songs, 





Ends with the Ladies 


Posing far the Camera’ 





Baltimore, Feb 2. 
40 refused finally to let | 
join the Balto Symph. | 
> of musicians, 
and Mrs. 








Local No. 
and a discussion | 
of them and their composers, 
that the road receives such recitals 
well. 


Vivienne Cardera reports 
Charles Feldman, 


the Symph along 


with some other femmes after ae Has given 14 recitals in 18 days, | til his contract expires in May. He \7 
decided to drop the bar on eligibility | covering Troy and Utica, N. Y., is still officially a member of the or- 
of women. | Wheeling, W. Va.. Royal Oaks and 


chestra. 

Union nixed the duo because they Detroit, Mich., Warren, Ohiio, Beaver | Orchestra officials had nothing to 
were not members of organization, | Falls, Pa., and Oak Park, Ill., giving say on the matter. It was rumored 
but applied for cards when tabbed | @ good cross section of the road from | that Kauffman had difficulties with 
by Symph. Barred ladies told they | the East to the Central West. Eugene Ormandy, new conductor, 


could play in Symph next season if | “haa ai = but this was denied by the Union. . It 


joined union now. Union's idea was said the trouble arose with the man- 
that would not have wanted to CLEVELAND SYMPHONY | agement during the transcontinental 


belong to craft if could have worked tour made last spring. 
z if cou lave worke p 
in Symp without unionizing. Kauffman is in New York working 
for a publishing house and writing 
on musical subjects for magazines. 
Feb. 2 He has done much writing during 
taking his 
orchestra out | 
Eastern tour Feb. 7, 
after which the director is going to| 


the past several years. 
New York to act as guest-conductor | 





paii 


Ban got in daily papers, 
sult union got sort of 


with re- 

a bad press, 

Cleveland, 

Artur Rodzinski is 
Cleveland Symphony 


feminists demonstrated. Laugh of 





on two weeks’ 


BALLET ESPAGNOL SAILS 
FOR CASINO DE PARIS 


(28) 
fate of banned | 
bosses latched 
building so 


was deciding 
duo. Musical 
the door to 


final 
union 





























































































, feminists | of the New York Philharmonic. Rod- | 
could not come in, and the cops were | ._. 

’ : ; zinski wi take over baton from - 
called. When the blue-coats arrived |“ _ _ Ballet Espagnol sailed for Paris 
they swung ajar the door and the| Igor Stravinsky, now guesting for| Jan. 27 for an engagement at the 
demonstrating ladies thus entered. | Manhattan's symphony, for eight! Casino de Paris. Troupe had been Bi 
They had hardly time to scrape their weeks starting Feb. 25. in N. Y. for a 10-week concert date ar 


shoes on the floor 


when an Evening During his absence following | at the Bayes theatre. e 
Sun photog bounced in and asked the | Cleveland orchestra’s return from Negotiations for the ballet to make i 
demonstrators to step outside build-| tour, Stravinsky is coming here to; some film house appearances around ; 
ing and pose for a pic. Avid as usual | pinch-hit as conductor in Severance | N. Y. were dropped for the European 
for publicity, the ladies trooped out. | Hall Feb. 25 and 27. Samuel Dushkin | date. 


Manager Ed Perkins and Carlos 
Montoya, guitarist with the show, 
did not sail. Perkins left for Holly- = 
wood to visit his mother who is ilL ‘’ 
Montoya accepted an engagement at 
| El Chico, nitery, in Greenwich 
| Village. 


to be his. violin-soloist. 
Enesco, violinist-director, 
same March 4 and 6; Vladimir Gol- 
schmann, on March 25 and 27; Hans | 
Lange with Nathan Milstein as solo- 
ist on April 1 and 3. Rudolph Ring- 
wald, associate conductor, to direct | 
March 11 and 13. 


| 
Local symph also set to play for | Si ° Ca 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe in civic Ir Julian hn B. R. 


auditorium March 19 for three days. 


While they were grouped for the pic 
the union bosses took oportunity of 
locking ’em out again, and they didn’t 
get back. 


Georges | 
will do 





sired effect of motion. 

Many managers feel that the lobby 
display does not matter so much, 
since if they get that close to the 
are pretty apt to come 





in, but it is 





Providence, R. I.; Feb. 17, Hartford, | 
Conn.; Feb. 18, Princeton University; 
Feb. 19, Allentown, Pa. 


over Fedor Chaliapin to do a series 
of concerts, starting at Covent Gare 
den, Feb. 18, 


For That Twainer 
With s,uck Finn and Tom Sawyer 





DETROIT’S OPERA’S TOPPER Newcastle and Bristol. 


Sir Julian 





partisanship. If it can be promoted 


entire Philadelphia Philharmonic 
through a newspaper, there is a good 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 


; Operatic Company, to follow its ¢ 
nae that Pro Bone, Publico and | Six artists have already been | paris engagement during month of f 

onstant Reader wil horn.in on the ; ‘pg ; ; i 
stunt through the regular news. col- signed for, Detroit Civic Opera; May. Company will appear either 


at the Cqgyent Garden or London i 

Coliseum, whichever is available. 
Michael Mitchell, local agent, is 

handling the deal for Sir Julian. 


Society’s Wth annual season, opening 
April 22. These are Richard Bonelli, 
Elisabeth Rethberg, Armand To- 


katyan, Marie von Essen, Nino Ruisi i, 
and Helen Kaskas, new Met mezzo- all 


soprano. *Benefit for Arbos — it 


Soloists for the opening opera. St. Louis, Feb. 2. 


Verdi’s ‘Requiem’ in honor of the Approximately $500 hes been con- 


late Ossip Gabrilowitsch, include - ¢ 
: ; A : tributed by members of St. Louis 
Rose Tentoni, Bruna Castagna, Paul Symphony Ork for &. Fernandes { 


Althouse, and Ezio Pinza. Franco a 
Ghione will come from Milan to Arbos, conductor of Royal Orchestra 


: adri Spai fas gues 
conduct the series of five operas, | '™ Madrid, Spain, who — guest 
which are ‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ conductor of St. Louis symph several 

€ c 4e . . . . . C - . a 
‘Madame Butterfly,’ ‘Cavaleria Rusti- | Umes during 1929 and 1930 season and 


umns and amplify the linage. 

Another swagger stunt was a win- 
dow in which two girls,’ dressed as 
the juvenile heroes, fished in a tin 
pond in a store window for three 
days ahead and during the run of 
the picture. Boys can be used, but 
the girls get more attention. 

Most of the old fence stunt for the 
lobby are out, due to a more care- 
ful supervision by the fire depart- 
if there is a vacant lot 
nearby the whitewash incident can 
with a sign later let- 
It is too 








less the stunt is held on the stage, 











and now is living in southern France. 





a hook to other Twain books will 
bring in old and young alike. Too 
much stress on the juvenile angle | 
will cut down the adult appeal. Get 
everyone. 


Capetown Hosting 


Cadman Opera Produced 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 
Charles Wakefield Cadman is slated 
to attend performance of his opera, 
‘South in Sonora,’ which Opera Guild 





Jan. 11. 
South Africa will be host to sev- | 
| eral musical personages during 1937. 


Capetown 


and library drives, | ae 
' 


Feeding Benny 


Regina, Sask. Visits are expected by Sir Dan | of Detroit will produce Thursday 
Merchandising tie-ups were used) Godfrey, British conductor; Sir Gran- night (4) at Temple aude here. 
to good advantage by Walter F. Local group, non-profit making. is 


ville 


Davis, at the Capitol, to boost grosse: ; 3antock, Arnold Bax, Sir John directed by Kitching Cordes. 
on Jack Benny’s ‘College Holiday.’ | McEwen, former head of the Royal oleae 
General Foods built an elaborate| Academy of Music; and Jean Sibe- 


display in the foyer of Jello and Max- lius 


, Finnish composer-conductor. 
well House coffee. usinga radio broad- 


Serkin Subs in St. L. 


| 
- - - . — | > ° . 
casting atmosphere. Hot demi-tasse: k St. Louis, Feb. 2. 
of coffee were served afternoons Cheyele Grober Back | Rudolf Serkin, Bohemian pianist, 
and evenings. Each of more than 100 o : will appear as soloist with St. Louis 
stores used theatre advertising, tied| Cheyele Grober, diseuse and folk¢ symphony Orchestra at concerts 


General 
on Jello and coffee. 


Food material | songster, returned to U. S. last week 


after touring Europe and Asia for the 


Fb. 26 and 27, 
Horowitz, 


replacing Vladimir 
Russian pianist, who has 


past seven years. Miss Grober gave been forced to cancel hi: — 
Eugene Ormandy, conductor of 2 P American engagement for this sea- 
Phillv’s Village Band since last Oct over 500 performances during her n because of illness. e 
1. will be awarded the honorary de- trip abroad. Orchestra's management announced 
gree of doctor of music by the Uni- With a new repertoire, Miss Grober | that Horowitz’ engagement has been 
i versity of Pennsylvania at the mid- | opens at the Adelphia theatre, N. Y., transferred to concert series for 
year convocation, Feb. 13. | Feb, 21. | 1937-38 season. 
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Broadway. | 





George O’Brien in town. 


Jack McInerneys back from Miami | 


by car. 
George Daws is back at the War- 
ner h.o. 


Julius (Blutch) Stone downed by | 


influenza. 

Ted Lesser in from Coast and back | 
after five days 

Lou Golder "back to the Coast after 
a Broadway 0.0. 

Kay Francis remaining east under 
doctors’ care. Flu. 


Jean Durante. recently in from | 
Coast. is indisposed. 

Billy (Spike) Harrison, comic, 
wintering in Miami. 

Al Steffes, Minneapolis exhibitor, 


in town for quickie visit. 
Joseph Phillips, prez of Burlesque 
Artists Assn., laid up last week. 


Beth Brown writing short stories | 
while she blocks out a drama idea. | 
Tito Guizar at the Merry-Go- 
Round, Maisonnette Russe, East 54th 

street. 

€lem McCarthy going to Coast in 
a few days for Santa Anita racing 
season. 

Helen Hayes received an auto- 
graphed photo of Queen Mary of 


England. 

Herman Bernie submitting Irving 
Jafiee, Olympic ice-skating champ, 
for films. 

Vinton Freedley to 
week and then two weeks 
for fishing. Z 

Leonard Gaynor has taken a “town 
apartment rather than battle Jersey 
snowdrifts. 

C. N. Odell recovering from heavy 
duties in Washington in behalf of 
Paramount. 

John Krimsky working on details 
for giant midway and exhibits for 
World's Fair. 

Valeska Winters seriously ill in 
Princess Bay Memorial Hospital, 
Staten Island. 

Montague Gowthorpe, Par theatre 
comptroller, sneaked off for Florida 
during the past week. 

Marvin Schenck off. tg Hollywood, 
Fla. Mrs. Schenck and imlaws (J. 
H. Lubins) already there. 

- Abe (Pat) Kettler, who is in on 
the Roxy Grill, is manager of Eddie 
Blunt, the colored fighter. 

Herman Fallick’s present of a bill 
fold from Vinton Freedley and his 
idea of autographed $1 bills. 

‘Goldie,’ sec to Louis Lotito at 
Center theatre, has patch on eye, but 
swears it wasn’t from left hook. 

Harry Rice, Chicago _ conces- 
sionaire, in town to talk. business 
with officials of N. Y. World’s Fair. 

Jack Miley, of the News, rubber- 
ing around the Garden the day Louis 
and Pastor fought and got a parking 
ticket. 

Ralph Kirbery, NBC’s Dream 
Singer, has his plane on exhibition 
at Airplane Show in Grand Central 
Palace. 

Graham MacNamee suffering from 
heavy cold, but still carrying on with 
broadcasts and as Universal newsreel 
commentator. ‘ 

Francis Albertanti given tribute 
for his press work during New York 
Bowling Assn, dinner at Villa Venice 
Saturday (30). 

Monte Proser’s flu almost deferred 
Dorothy Kaye’s winter vacash in 
Balboa, C. Z., but s éd 
day on schedule. 
eiinaee) ar aed 

ridge ac Vv 
day to report for a new . Selznic - 
International apelerions. 

Eleanor Mindling, actress-sister of 
-Lou Mindling of MCA, gets back 
from her six months’ stay with the 
Moscow Arts Theatre, Feb. 9. 

Hotel Astor may open the North 
Room as a bigger dancery in place of 
the grill when the weather gets 
warm. Vincent Lopez to continue. 

Charles J. Freeman, accompanied 
by Jack Klotz and Maurice and 
George Golden, yesterday (Tuesday ) 


Miami for 
at Nassau 


scrammed to Texas on 10-day biz 
trip. 

Henry Wilcoxson on from the 
Coast ‘yesterday (Tues.) Goes to 


Cairo, Egypt shortly, to make a pic- 
ture for Capitol Films to be called 
‘Jericho.’ 

Cynthia White, mayoress of Green- 
wich Village, will ‘expose’ the Vil- 
lage in a series of eight special Sun- 
day stories commencing Feb. 14 in 
N. Y. Daily Mirror. 

David J. Brown, formerly chief 
trial counsel for the N. Y. State 
Mortgage Commission has become a 
member of Hirsh, Newman, Reass 
and Becker, William Fox’s lawyer. 

Arlene Judge, 20th-Fox player, 
hurried into New York from Florida 
to deny that she was seeking a di- 
vorce. Probably will remain in Man- 
hattan until called back to Coast 
studio. 

Because he would not permit a 
woman to go to head of b.o. line 
at the Miller, which sold out last 
Thursday (28), special officer was 
socked on the chin. Femme disap- 
peared in the crowd. 


With his wife vacationing on the | 
Broadway pub- | 


Coast, Mack Millar, 
licist, flies to Miami Friday to o.o. 
the premieres of Wini Shaw, Mitzi 
Green and Benny Fields, slated for 
Florida nitery engagemenis. 
Cotton Club biz holding up. de- 
spite Bill Bailey subbing wfor, Bi 
Robinson. Amount of ent neg! 
-plause latter. only 22, recei 
the impression to, some that pe rhaps 
the customers don't even ky 
diff between the two Bils+B: 


Bojangles. | 


CE eS RE EEE sete 





| pletion. 


Satut- | — 


Marches aéPlotencel 


Mon-' 


London 


Bradybury-Pratt fighting flu. 


June Knight to Paris for a vaca- 
tion. 
Howell and Harger off to the 


States after two years in Europe. 
Carolyn March, the only American 
to televise two weeks in succession. 
June Clyde bidding farewell to 
Thornton Freeland—Sahara bound. | 
Capitol’s ‘For Valor,’ starring Tom | 
Walls and Ralph Lynn, nearing com- 


‘Two Bouquets’ goes from the Am- 
bassadors to the Garrick on two- 
for-ones. 

Charles Laughton out of the Cap- | 


an attraction for one of the Pal- 
ladium ‘Crazy’ shows. 
Al Bowley on the air again for 
from the Cafe de Paris. 

Geraldo’s big air 
Music Shop,’ plugging 
Dash numbers in a row. 

New Firth Shepherd show, which 
completes his quartet in the West 
End, is titled ‘Wise Tomorrow.’ 

Jack Oliphant, Sophie Tucker's 
English publicity man, makes _ his 
first trip to New York, Feb. 24. 

Roger Marchette wants Harry S. 
Marks to return to Hollywood, but 
Marks is doing pretty good here. 

C. B. Cochran says his latest 
revue, ‘Home and Beauty,’ will be his 
last. But he’s said this before. 

Arthur Lesser ill with head pains 
and attended by three dectors, with 
each giving a different diagnosis. 
British Lion lunching the Sheffield 
exhibs to show the latest Sandy 
Powell epic. Star is a local boy. 
Milton Shubert, who came here to 
exercise an option on ‘Balalaika’ for 
the Shuberts, can’t make up his 


feature, 


mind. 

New show that follows ‘Made- 
moiselle’ at Wyndhams will be 
called ‘Because We Must.’ Appro- 
priate? 


Emlyn Williams 
winter sports before appearing as 
Caligula in Korda’s production of 
‘I, Claudius.’ 

Milton Shubert here to see ‘Bala- 
laika,’ currently at the Adelphi, on 
which the Shuberts have an option 
for America. 

London County Council was get- 
ting ready to act, but Lou Holtz beat 
them by a day and took that rough 
biz out himself. 

Dwight Wiman has the rights to 
‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
hit, despite three other bids from 
Broadway producers. 

‘On Your Toes’ opens at oe Pal- 
ace Feb. 5, when pc : 


enjoying Swiss 






= pose. eer a 
20- peng lined oe 
hand Moss = but the és 
Brothers will not be in it. 

Patricia Cowman and Bobby May 
only Americans from original Palla- 
dium show, ‘Okay for Sound,’ who 
are in the picture version. 





8 wr 
tak 


Molly Picon here, stopping off to 
play a week for the Hyams Bros. at 
the Trocadero, Elephant and Castle, 
on the way to play a season in South 
Africa. 

Leonora Corbett in bad motor 
smash, necessitating postponing of | 
new play she was to appear in ae 
hold-up of her film ‘Troopship,’ 
Denham. 

Alexander Productions doing an 
original, ‘Three Mad Men,’ with Ben 
Lyon, Sally O’Neil and Arthur Riscoe 
starring. Diamond Brothers cast for 
the madmen. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon want 
Dave Burns for their Victoria Pal- 
ace act, but Burns can’t make it as 
it clashes with his work in the Jack 
Waller show. 

London Hippodrome pantomime 
closing Feb. 13 with the new Jack 
Waller-Bobby Howes show, which:is 
being tried out at Streatham, replac- 
ing immediately. 

Jack Eggar is behind ‘Front of 
House,’ new Charles Landstone show 
which comes to the Strand after a 
Sunday night tryout. Will be called 
‘Behind Your Back.’ 

Kurt Schmidt, former manager of 
the Commodore, St. Moritz and 
Salisbury hotels, brought over 
Bradbury Pratt to manage his 
Regis. new flat building. 

C. Holder-Nesse, for 26 years the | 
head of I.V.T.A., which 
for the South African 
(Schlesinger’s) has _ retired. 
taken by Julian Schlesinger. 
of I. W. 

Despite 
having 





Place 


pantomimes 
done badly in 


as a 
London, 


annyal harvest. wi ith sideshaws re- | 
parting . even, -better, business: 
lagt year. ‘ 
bert @ark' JOAN Ma kwely on. | 


tial “séérétary’ and tiwho eals 


h lywrovtracty: y 
sche Beaker 
. Aecident.happen 


fid 








— a 


| land for 


tain Hook role in ‘Peter Pan. He 
couldn’t take it. 
Vivien Leigh rehearsing a new! 
play with his leg in splints, follow- 
ing a skiing accident 
Frank Libuse being talked of as | 


| 
| 
the Lew Stone band and broadcasting | 


‘The | 
three Irwin | 








books acts | 
The tres | 


nephew | 

| umpire, 

whole | 

cir | 
ss} cus@s have been reaping the usual | 
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Elstree, where Clark was rushing to 
keep an appointment. 

Andrew Kramer, formerly pro- 
ducer at Victoria Theater, Madrid, 
who staged ‘White Horse Inn’ and 
‘Ball at the Savoy,’ back from Ha- 
vana. He returns there March 31 
to produce a new continental revue, 
for which he is lining up new talent. 

Flu has taken big toll of the 
United Artists office here. Besides 
several minor officials, Teddy Carr, 
head of the sales force, and Arthur | 


Silverstone, his assistant, have been | 


away, with Murrav Silverstone just 
escaping by dashing off to Switzer- 
10 days. 


Paris 





Ruth Chatterton in town, 

Albert Tavel back from Africa. 
Jeanne Aubert at le Grand Jeu. 
Fred Addison on a Swiss tour. 
Sol Lesser cocktailing the boys. 
Irene Hilda touring in Switzerland. 
Gretl Vernon singing over 

Cite. 


Mme. Irene Karinsky in from New | 


York. 
Chez Tony a new Montmartre} 
nightie. 
Raimu and Henry Garat off to| 
London. 


Maurice Lehmann packing for an | 
American trip. 

Della and Billy 
from America. 

ZaSu Pitts looking over 
for the first time. 

Carolyn Marsh scheduled for 
next Alhambra.show. 

Serge Lifar 
formance in Marseilles. 

Grock held over for a second time | 
at the Cirque Medrano. 

Elizabeth Gould featured 
lius Caesar’ at the Atelier. 


Mack lettering 
the town 


the | 


in ‘Ju- 


Of six new films shown in Paris | 


this week five are French. 
Lamarchand and Alexandre 
Pineus back from America. 

‘Christian,’ starring Harry Baur, 
winding up at Theatre Varietes. 

Pierre Lazareff, Paris-Soir editor, 
back from an American vacation. 

Sterner Sisters signing with San- 
drini for the new Bal Tabarin show. 

Comedie Francaise’ celebrating 
315th anniversary of the birth of 
Moliere. 

Varna’s ‘Ca c’est Marseilles’ revue 
at the Alcazar broadcast over Poste 
Parisien. 

Jean Murat scheduled to com- 
mence ‘Troika’ early in February; 
Jean Dreville megging. 

Sacha Guitry’s latest film, ‘Faisons 
un Reve’ (‘Let’s Make a Dream’) 
opening at the Marignan. 

Louis Metayer, president of the 
Distributors’ Syndicate, made a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 

Success of revue ‘Montmartre 
s’Amuse’ at the Trianon Music Hall 
making Mitty. Goldin decide to run 
revues hereafter in the house, instead 
of variety bills. 

Cast of ‘L’Etrange Nuit de Rock- 
land’ (‘The Strange Night of Rock- 
land’) at the Deux Masques celebrat- 
ing 200th performance by treating 
spectators to champagne. 

‘Le Pelican,’ French adaption of 
Somerset Maugham’s ‘The Bread 
Winner,’ closing at the Theatre des 
Ambassadeurs after a short run. 
House goes back to pictures. 





Chicago 





Fred Evans out of hospital after 

* | appendix op. 

alaban & Katz Employees Club 
held their jamboree at the Steuben 
Club, 

Joey Jacobson, Chez Paree im- 
presario, left on a South American 
cruise. 

John Balaban elected director of 
State St. Committee, Chi business 
men’s club. 

Eddie Wiesfeldt, Milwaukee River- 
side manager, chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Ball committee. 

Bebe Lupino, dancer, forced to 
cancel Youngstown engagement due 
to death of her brother. 

Ralph Bellamy Chi’s favorite actor 
last week, appearing on four loop 
screens, the State-Lake, Clark, La 
Salle and Monroe. 

The Tim Keelers celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary yester- 
day (Tuesday). Keeler was formerly 
traveling representative for Western 


St | Vaudeville and for Keith. 
t. 





Palm Springs 


National 
the 


Beans Reardon, 
now managing 
Sportland. 

George Horace Lorimer. chairman 


| of the Curtis Publishing Co., spend- 


ing ‘ae Se here. 
Pr 







masse. and Frederick 


is 







Cre g a e. 
ow in London, | 
| phone Jirginia Valli, that | 
England Feb. 1 for 








Radio- | 


| heard in Germany, 
| Carl Schuricht in March. 


giving a charity per- | 








League | 
Plaza | 


Beaverbrook’s | 
| Playhouse’s 





Berlin 





‘San Francisco’ (HG) a b. o. smash. 


Ufa making four Don Cossacks 
shorts. 


| 
Annual Press ball booked for Zoo 


Feb. 6. 
Maria Roland, Bavarian yodeler, 
Sweden. 


Luis Trenker and wife back from 
shooting ‘Condottiere’ in Italy. 
A. A. Milne’s ‘The Dover Road’ 


next on English theatre program. 
‘Der Etappenhase’ has_ reached 

100th performance with original cast. 
Premiere of Hans Kyser’s comedy 


‘Moliere Plays’ at Mannheim this 
week. 
‘Inka,’ opera by Swedish composer 


Albert Henneberg, being produced in 
Chemnitz in April. 

Ralph Benatzky writing music for 
new Carl Froelich pic ‘Die Ganz 
Grossen Torheiten.’ 

Artists and actors to make whoopee 
at Reimann ball, first hop of the Car- 
nival season in Berlin. 


William Furtwaengler holding 2 


| baton with the Berlin Symph Feb 

| 10, after a long absence. 
Stravinski’s ‘Divertimento,’ 

to be 


never 
batoned by 
Official Nazi publishing house 
| bringing out new periodical 
‘Art in the Third Reich.’ 

Hans Zerlett, film writer 
rector, contracted for ’37 
First pic to be a review. 

German version of obscure Wilde 
| play ‘The Horoscope of His Lordship’ 
| big b. o. click in Hamburg. 

Every Tuesday morning is a get- 
together hour at Berlin Funkhaus for 
newspaper and radio folks. 

Hilde Hildebrand off for the Ger- 
man sticks in February, playing the 
lead in Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler.’ 

‘Adventure in Warsaw,’ Polish- 
German co-op pic, gone to studio in 
Warsaw. Carl Boese directing. 

Robert Bluethner retiring from the 


and di- 
by 


firm at age of 70. Over 120,000 pianos | 


sold during his 33 years there. 

Carl Schuricht to wield the baton | 
abroad, conducting in Switzerland, | 
Greece, Hungary and Rumania. 


Mary Wigman and her dance group | 


enjoying big success. Four new 
numbers inspired by Hungarian folk 
songs. 

Brigitte Horney back to Berlin 
after finishing “The House of Span- 
iard’ in English for Phoenix Films in 
London. 

Paul Scheffer, editor of Berliner 
Tageblatt, off to the U. S. as re- 
porter. Erich Schwarzer stepping in- 
to his shoes here, 

Sepp Rist, signed for Eichberg’s 
two films ‘The Tiger from Eshnapur’ 
and ‘The Indian Memorial,’ enroute 
to location in India. 

New opera by Paul von Klenau, 
‘Rembrandt van Rijn,’ premiering 
Jan. 23 at Berlin State Opera. Robert 
Heger at the baton. 

Marburg to have 11th festival sea- 
son from June 19 to July 18 with 
Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ one of the features. 

Paintings and sculptures of the 
American Indian by Winold and 
Hans Reiss, respectively, on exhibi- 


tion here. Gallery gets plenty of 
visitors, 
Guila Bustabo, 17-year-old Amer- 


ican girl of Italian and Bohemian 
parents, chosen to fiddle Dvorak vio- 
lin concerto with the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic. 

Director Carl Froelich starting on 
his last two contracted pix for Tobis- 
Europa. First will be ‘Die Ganz 
Grossen Torheiten,’ adaption of a 
novel by Marianne von Angern. 
Paula Wessely and Rudolf Forster 
coupled in the leads. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Flood scare got a lot of show peo- 
ple out of town in a big hurry. 

Ben Washer hitting the road for 
the first time ahead of “Dead End.” 

Ira Cohns back from their 18-day 
cruise, and Harry Kalmines off on 
one. 

Joe Feldman’s 


six-year-old son, 


Wally, turned out his first piece of 
poetry. 

Herman Middleman’s frau and her 
brother off to Miami for a few 
| weeks, 

Al and Aline Marfield back at 


Nixon Cafe for second engagement 


of year. 

Alvin featuring Willie Ryan, 
checker champ, in daily lounge ex- 
hibitions. 

Baseball writers honoring Jimmy | 
Long with testimonial dinner Feb. 


fourteenth. 
Ross Hall turned down Joe Venu- 


tis offer to organize band of his 
own locally. 
George Jaffee pulling out this | 


weekend for his annual winter 
to Hot Springs. 
Paul Adams 


trek 


joined 
permanent 
Franklin Gray. 
Forrest Crosman back in 
for second time this season, cur- 
rently ahead of ‘Reflected Glory.’ 


Pittsburgh 
company. 
succeeding 


| 
| 


| snipping. 
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in 


called | 


Tobis. | 


town | 


| ‘Captains Courageous’ 


| Robert 
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Hollywood 
Kent Taylor vacdtowihe. th Frisco. 


Tala Birell back from Santa Bar. 
bara. 


Walter Lantz went for a tonsil 


Horace Jackson to N. Y. for gab on 
new play. 


Jerome Beatty is in town for the 
| American mag. 


Dean Jagger changed his monicker 
to Dean Jeffrys. 


Benny Baker taking a dramatic 
test at Paramount. 


Alexander Carr battling flu germs 
at Hollywood hosp. 
Kay Francis trained 
‘Mazurka’ at WB. 


Delmar Daves is back from Europe 
to start work at WB. 


Nick Stuart around town after 


in for lead 
In 


an 
eight-month absence. 

Suzanne Kaaren slit a digit, neces- 
sitating four stitches. 

Ed Melcher, Washington Star 
newsman, ogling studios. 

Jack Shalitt out from the east to 
lense color stills for ‘Vogues of 1938, 


Gloria Stuart and hubby, Arthur 
Sheekman, planning Mexican vacash, 


Frieda Inescort and Ben Ray Red- 
man celebed their llth anni Jan. 31. 

Edmund Gwenn planning trip to 
England when ‘Parnell’ washes up at 
MG. 

Charles MacAdams, head of the 
McNaught Syndicate resting on the 
Coast. 


Nat Finston went to the Cedars of 
Lebanon hosp to rid himself of in- 


| fluenza. 


Tilly Losch bringing her mother 
over from Vienna to live here per- 
manently. 

Vic Fleming making daily visits to 
set at Metro 
after his op. 

Beverly Roberts spends odd 
moments taking juggling lessons as 
an aid to grace. 

Ladislaus Bus-Fekete is here con- 
fabbing with Metro execs concern- 
ing picture work, 

Viadamir Sokolow, European actor, 
arrived from London to start his 
Warner contract. 


Newest residence taker-upper here 
is Louis Cohen, former Fox-West 
Coast realty head. 


Ned Holmes handling advance for 
Leslie Howard’s ‘Hamlet,’ opening at 
Biltmore Friday (5). 

Richard Talmadge, Paul Schofield, 
Watson and Ralph Stock, 
writers, have left the Par lot. 


Vallarie Merryville, singer in 
Doug MacLean’s ‘234% Hours Leave,’ 
is the retagged Vivian Janis. 

Around 20 newspapermen in- 
between-jobs were used as extras in 
Par’s ‘Exclusive’ by Director Al Hall. 

Alec Rackowe, Chicago newspa- 
perman, handed writing contract at 
Columbia after selling studio a yarn. 

Vivian Fay, ballerina, washed up 
her Metro pic chore, and hopped to 
Chi to rejoin ‘The Great Waltz’ com- 
pany. 

Bernie Williams, Warners’ pub- 
licity fan mag contact, placed in 
charge of still and portrait depart- 
ments. 

S. Jay Kaufman has been trans- 
ferred from the Good Samaritan 
hospital to the Glendale sanitarium 
to convalesce. 

Jack Scholl and M, K. Jerome, 
who wrote ditties for WB's ‘Talent 
Scout,’ will appear in the pic as a 
pair of songwriters. 

Southern flood caused Cecil B. 
De Mille to cancel proposed research 
trek into Louisiana on his forth- 
coming ‘The Buccaneer.’ 

Victor Fleming, recuperating from 
an operation, is hopping from the 
Good Samaritan hosp to Metro for 
daily ogle of ‘Captains Courageous’ 
set. 

C. Pat Collins, who was injured 
when a pistol he was loading acci- 
dentally discharged, will not have to 
undergo an operation for the leg 
wound, 

Among those hit by the flu in- 
cluded: John LeRoy Johnston, Harry 
Niemeyer, WB publicists; Warren 
Hymer, working in U's ‘We Have 
Our Moments,’ and Walter Brennan 
acting in ‘When Love is Young,’ at 
Universal. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Nate Rubin back at 
stand. 


‘Brother Rat’ due at Shubert week 
Feb. 8. 


Fire laddies vaude benefit set for 


the home 


Feb. 23. 

Yale Dramat will tour with ‘—and 
for Yale.’ 

Ben Cohen back from road tour 
| with ‘Romeo.’ 

Billy Elder pinch-hitting as man- 


ager at College. 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ pencilled for Shu- 
bert Feb. 19-20. 


‘Ice Follies’ revue playing return 
date at Arena (3-4). 

Gertrude Michalove handling WPA 
theatrical nub! city. 

James Mit ex-Paris Player of 
Branford, died there Jan. 28. 

Yale drama d>pt.’s next major be & 
duction will be ‘Barchester Towers’ 


in mid-Feb. 
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| News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





—- 


East 


All 17,000 Kentucky Colonels have 
been asked to kick in with five 
pucks each for flood sufferers. 

Howard Hughes awarded the Har- 
mon Aviation Trophy for 1936. 

Anthony Laudati, who produced 
‘How Beautiful With Shoes,’ is in 
again. This time it’s ‘Deadline,’ by 
Bob White and Gerald Burtnett, of 
Hollywood. 

Theodore Streibert, v.p. of Mutual 
Broadcasting System, tells a N. Y. 
job clinic that the best epportunities 
in radio are to be found in time sell- 
ing. 

Joseph Jacobs, of the Parkway 
theatre, Brooklyn, and Mrs. Mary 
Krumstock, mother 


Sessions on charge of exploiting a 
minor without permit. 

Dr. Walter Damrosch was 75 years 
old on Saturday, so David Sarnoff 
of Radio Corp., tossed him a lun- 
cheon. 

Clyde Beatty in town ahead of the 
Cole show, which opens at the Hip- 
podrome March 18. 

Maurice Schwartz to do ‘The 
Frontier’ next. Albert Ganzert is 
the author. To play mid-week, with 


‘The Water Carrier’ continuing on 
week-ends. 
Mary Young has gone to Holly- 


wood to line up players for her Cape 
Cod strawhat next season. 

Eugene O'Neill has sold his home 
at Sea Island Beach, Ga., and plans 
to build in northern California. 


of six-year-old | 


Ruth Krumstock, held for Special | to her suit for separate maintenance 


Book of the Month Club picking | 


four authors to receive $2,500 each. 
Must have written books published 
between May. °35, and September. 
36, which, while accorded praise. did 
not sell more than 5,000 copies. Vol- 
unteer jury has the list down to 36 
prospects. 

Copyright office reports 7.704 plays 
listed in '36. Gain of 1,554 over the 
preceding year. 

Claude Bragdon to do the sets and 
costumes for Walter Hampden’s 
‘Enemy to the People.’ Did the same 
chore in °27. 

Aquitania in after breasting a hur- 


ricane. Mona Maris, former film 
star. reported her bed broke loose 
and skidded all over her cabin 

N. Y. Wine and Food Society held 
a dinner Fridav night at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. About 600 diners ate 
two tons of oysters of 14 varieties 
and washed them down ‘with 17 
kinds of wine. 

Albany has a bill to shut women 


out of bars. No penalty provided. 

Sidnev Kingsley wraps up Bruck- 
ner’s ‘Sickness of Youth’ and puts it 
back on the shelf. 
to start now. 

Bil in Albany would plug the N. 
Y. World’s Fair on °38 auto plates 
Figured auto tourists will carry the 
message to all parts of the countrv. 

Waiters at the Lovale cafe. N. Y.. 
went on strike Sunday and the cus- 
tomers rustled their own grub. Word 


got around it was fun and about 
1,500 had to be turned away. 
Herman J. Mankiewicz in from 


Hollywood to attend rehearsals of 
his play. ‘The Meal Ticket.’ 

‘Now You've Done It.’ formerly 
‘Me Third.’ by Mary Coyle Chase. 
will be the first of three productions 
to be made bv Brock Pernberton. 
Others are ‘Chalked Out.’ by Warden 
Lawes, and ‘Shoot a Grand Puke.’ 
formerly ‘Red Harvest.’ Latter is by 
Walter C. Roberts. Antoinette Perry 
will stage all three 


N. Y. Newspavner Women’s club 
appoints judses in its story-writing 
contest. Tshbel Ross. Martha Foley. 


Katharine Brush, James W. Barrett, 
Hevwood Broun. 

Reported Eva LeGallienne will re- 
vert to the Repertory Theatre next 
season. Has found a new backer and 
will stick around N. Y. 

Jesse Owens. Negro athlete. siened 
to conduct a band. Geis $100,000 out 
of a six months’ contract 

Maxwell Anderson. who has had 
three plavs produced this season, 
now working on a couple for early 


fall. 


Harry Bannister reported to be 
against contemplating beer and 
pretzels drama. possiblv usine the 


Bandbox for a hillbilly version of a 
Greek play. 


Coast 


Al Hansen. singer with the Beverly 
Hillbillies, beaten and robbed in 
Hollywood by a pair of thugs. 

Eleanor Prentiss, picture player. 
filed suit for a divorce in L.A. al- 
leging she was beaten by her 
husband, 

Leah Clampitt Sewell and Charles 
Kaley, orch leader and singer, have 


Separated in Beverly Hills, with the | offered by Loca! 802, the proponents 


| of the 


bride of a few months announcing 
she'll sue for annulment. Kaley is 
foing to Europe to werk in films 
and theatres. 


Henry T. Sharp, cameraman, one 


| Was 





. | be permitted 
of the eight survivors of the Mis-| gambling at places where wine and 


N. W.’S ‘COCKTAIL LAW’ | 


Pending In Washingten 
Legislature 


State 


ARE 


VARIET 69 








- Gamblers Fail to Get Tip on Raids 


—- 


Seattle, Feb. 2. | Hot Springs Equipment Due fcr Burning — 
Lawyers Frantically Try to Save Property 


No advertising of liquors would | 
in this state, and no 





souri airplane crash in which Sen-| peer are sold, if two bills introduced | 


ator Cutting ef New Mexico lest his lat the legistature become laws. An- | 


i} ether bill would make 


life May 6, 1935, and Mrs. Jean E. 
Thayer, his nurse, have filed inten- 
tion to wed in L. A. 


Beverly Hills hotel, Southern Cali- 
fornia landmark, was sold to a bond- 
holders’ committee en a bid of $320.,- 
000. Committee holds 85% of the 
$731,000 unredeemed bonds outstand- 
ing. F. M. Dimmick will continue 
to operate temporarily. 

Gloria Swanson 
wife of the late 


successively the 

Herbert Somborn, 
Holly wood restaurateur; Wallace 
Beery; Marquis de la Falaise and 
Michael Farmer, received legal per- 
mission in-L. A. to eliminate the 
Farmer surname. 


:to breadcast crime 


Under foreclosure proceedings. the state. 


R : | 
it a crime | 
news in this | 


New liquor bill is still held back, ! 
but will soon be introduced. It 
would permit sale of hard likker 
by the drink in cafes, night clubs 
and hotels of certain quality and 
upon payment of high license fees 
$1,000 to $1,500 per annum. It’s to 
be known as the ‘cocktail law.’ 


‘PASTOR RIDES BIKE 


Allegedly deceived by his wife into 


allowing his default to be entered 
in L. A., Samuel de Grasse, 61, 
character actor, filed a petition to 
set aside the default and permission 


| to file an answer and cross-complaint 
| against Ethel H. de Grasse, 48. 


George Burns and Gracie Allen 
sent letters of apology to the Mexi- 
can embassy in Washington to the 
effect they meant no offense to the 
Mexican government recently when 
they broadcast a radio sketch, “The 
Wife of Pancho Villa.’ Embassy was 
reported to have protested. 

Wanted for alleged forgery, Jo- 
seph Walker Martin, 58, former char- 


acter actor known as Jack Martin, 
was returned from New York to 
L. A. by police. He was held in 


connection with the alleged issuance 
of $1,700 in spurious checks. 

Jean Hepburn, picture actress, 
arrested in Hollywood on sus- 
picion on burglary after she alleged- 
ly broke into a home. 


Gloria and Barbara’ Brewster, 


twins, had their film contracts with 
20th-Fox approved in court. Pacts 
call for from $100 to $700 weekly 


over a six-year period. 
Bert Wheeler asserted he had ‘one 


| slugger 


of the hardest jobs since five-a-day | 


vaude’ when he had to appear in 
court to testify against a man caught 


; prowling near his home. 


Says it’s too late | 





Mechanization 





(Continued from page 7) 


time has come when it must strike 
at the various sources of mechanical 
music to stem this tide of unemploy- 
ment. 
Right to Warn 
Advocates of this national ban on 


recorded music say that they have 


gone over the legal implications and 


found néthing that 
with their campaign. 
right to warn its members from ac- 


may 


interfere | 
Union has a| 


~ TO STAY WITH LOUIS 


By JACK PULASKI 
Had a preliminary match been so 
lacking of fishting as was the ster 
bout between Joe Louis and Bob 
Pastor at Madison Square Garden 
last Friday (29), the mob would have 
hooted it off. As it was, the packed 
arena gave vent to a prolonged boo 
at the finish. That was not because of 
the decision in favor of the Detroit 
who clearly won, but be- | 
cause of the disappointment that 
something sensational didn’t happen. 
Pastor, a third-rater in the heavy- 
weight ranks, however, hopped into 
the big monev by staying 10 rounds 
with Louis. He stayed alright, but 
backwards. Chasing almost all the 
way. the shuffling colored lad could 
rarely catch up with him and when 
he did, Pastor would go into a hu. 
If the encounter proved anything, it 
indicated what a poor in-fighter 
Louis is. Max Schmelling discovered 
the same guy is a sucker for a right 
sock. 


The college boy had his starboard 


mit cocked for the lad from the 
| Alabama cotten fields. Once it landed 
and Joe’s schnozzle leaked a bit. On 
the other hand, Louis missed and 
missed—with both hands. Any one 
of those missed blows might have 


felled the scampering Pastor. Interes' 
in the fight really resolved down to 


watching how many times Joe would 


and it 
sixth 
the 


fan the air 
early as the 
would stay 


was evident as 
round that Bob 
limit—many bets 
were cashed in on the number of 
rounds the affair would go. Pastor 
won the second round by a shade, 
but that was about all. 


Aftermath was that Louis will be | 


easier to match. That. will ' mean 


ready coin to promotérs and such. | 


As for Pastor, he could go barnstorm- 
ing and might clean up. .The gross 


| was $111,750, with the scate $16.50 


cepting certain classes of unemploy- | 
| front row locations, but had trouble 


ment. The employers are still in a 
position to engage non-union mu- | 
sicians. All the union can do if the | 


member disobeys the decree is expel | 


him. Circumstances would in no 
way interfere with the Clayton or 
Sherman Anti-Trust Acts, the union 
officials are convinced. Picture pro- 
ducers and recording companies have 
intimated that if a national decree 
were issued against them by the 
AFM they would be in a position to 


| was 


tear the union wide open. since any | 


such act would be in combination 
and restraint of trade. 

Local 802's administration gave 
the band leaders an opportunity to 
discuss the recording issue at a 


meeting in the Hotel Astor last Fri- 
day afternoon (29). The sentiment 
at this gathering was predominantly 
in favor of doing something that 
would bring the situation as apply- 
ing the broadcasting under control. 
The leaders seemed to be of the 
opinion that they had little to lose if 
the shutdown were applied immedi- 
ately on the stencilling of phono- 
graph records, since a goodly share 
of this product is consumed by radio 
stations and coin machines. Heads 
of the New York and Chicago locals 
hold that by exercising a licensing 
control over the inscribing of phono- 
graph record and sustaining library 
the AFM would be able to increase 
the employment of musicians not 
only among stations but in restau- 
rants, cafes and other places where 
music has become a requisite. 
Chicago local’s ban on recording 
jobs went into effect Monday (1). 
If the national executive board fails 
to act during the Miami meeting on 


} the recording shutdown proposal, as 


measure intend to force ac- 
tion on the floor ef the AFM con- 
vention when the national body 
meets in June. 


| 


top. Agencies could get $25 each for 


getting rid of pasteboards on the day 
of the scrap. 

There were several kayos on the 
card, though, and the biggest upset 
the one-round defeat of Jack 
Trammell vy Eddie Bluné. That was 
the semi-final event and the odds 
were about four to one on Trammell. 
the knocker-outer from Youngstown 
om 


Blunt was placed on the card with- 


out even knowing who he was to 
fight until a week before the show. 


He is a big 22-year-old colored lad. 
Trammell had recently packed away 
Lorenzo Pack with a single right 
punch and the wise guys thought 
Blunt would be easy pickings. 

Blunt now wants to fight Louis and 
it looks like he will get his wish. 
Matchmakers find it hard to get op- 
ponements for him. One who had 
ducked is Gunnar Barlund, whom 
Blunt trained recently for one day. 
The Finn’s manager dismissed Eddie 
because he was too rough and serious 

At the Hippodrome last Wednes- 
day (27) another fellow who runs 
backward copped the decision—Ken 
Overlin of Richmond getting the nod 
over Fred Apostoli of San Francisco. 
It was indicated that both judges had 
astigmatism. The Coast mug can hit 
and he tried hard, the result being 
that he has been matched with Solly 
Krieger. 
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MODELS’ EQUITY FOLDS | 


Ceuldn't Get 
Actors’ 


Geing—Fashioned on 
Equity Pattern 

Models’ Equity after floundering 
around for months has finally hit the 
recks and closed its offices. 

It started late last summer as a 
mutual organization for posers. Ae- 
tors’ Equity official sat in to assist in 
organization until officers dropped 
out one by one and membership 
drive flopped. Leaves profesh with- 
out any organization other than com- 
mercial guilds. 


PLUGGING SUN VALLEY, IDA. 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 2. 
Joel Priest, Jr.. former city editor 


rector of public relations for Union 
Pacific railroad here. 

Since Salt Lake is on the main 
route to line’s new $1,000.000 winter 
mecca at Ketchum, Idaho. Priest 
will attempt to plug resort when 
Hollywood personalities pass through 
here for the winter cure at Sun 
Valley Lodge. 


MARRIAGES 

Helen Burgess, screen actress. to 
Herbert Rutherford, Los Angeles pi- 
anist, in Yuma, Ariz., Jan. 27. Bride 
is under contract at Paramount. 
Edward 
Vegas. Nev 
groom is a 
working at 


Margaret Fitzpatrick to 
Larkin, Jan. 29, in Las 
Bride is a dancer and 
dance director, both 
Warner studio. 

Juanita Pollard to Joseph Walker, 
Jan. 30, in Glendale, Cal. Walker is 
cameraman at Columbia. Bride is a 
writer. 

Mildred King to Peter J. Meize. at 
Millerton, N. Y. Bride is continuity 
writer at WNBC, New Britain. 

Angela M. Dyk to Robert H. Myers, 
Jan. 26, in Yuma, Ariz. Groom is an 
Associated Press sports writer in Los 
| Angeles. 

Frances Krell, 


Heyert to Stanley 


‘of the Salt Lake Tribune, named di- | 


Hot Springs, Ark., Feb. 2. 


Armed with search and seizure 
writs issued by Chief Justice Griffin 
Smith of the state supreme court, 
state revenue department officers 
early Friday (29) seized gambling 
paraphernalia valued at $20,000 from 
the swanky Club Belvedere on the 
outskirts of Hot Springs and from 
seven other places in the city. 

Raid-at the night spot—one of the, 
best known in the country—occurred 
before patrons began to arrive. 

Equipment was taken from the 
samblins establishments, loaded into 
hucte moving vans and taken to Little 
Rock, where, according to a state 
law, they wilh be burned. Lawyers 
tried in vain to find a loophole to 
prevent the destruction of the ap- 
paratus—which ranv’ed from roulette 
wheels to faro tables. 

Advance news of the raids failed 
to seep out as none of the operators 
had advance warning. All the places 
—except Belvedere—were in opera- 
tion, customers being found at most 
of the wheels and tables. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. 


LeRoy Prinz, son, 
Jan. 26, in Hollywood. Father is 
Paramount dance director. Mother 


is former Elizabeth Bryson, dancer. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Hal Goodwin. a 
son. Father is program director of 
WNBC, New Britain, Conn. 

Mr. and Mi. Josef Hofmen, son, 
Feb. 1 in Philadelphia. Father is pi- 
anist, composer and director of Cur- 
tis Institute of Music. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Pleshette, 
daughter, Jan. 31 in Brooklyn. 
Father is treasurer of Paramount, 
a fa 





drummer with Little Jack Little, in 
Troy, N. Y., Jan. 29. 

Gregor Piatigorsky to Jacqueline 
de Rothschild, Jan. 26, in Ann Arbor, 
Mich. Groom is Russian violoncell- 
ist, in A. A. for recital in Hill Audi- 
torium: bride sister to Baron de 
Rothschild. 
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“CHAMPAGNE WALTZ” 


—ON THE STAGE— 
FRED WARING 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE’ | 


with HENRY FONDA 
and SYLVIA SIDNEY 
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Bill Rice Recalls L. A. Daltons ’*’ 


From Their 


+ 


By BILL RICE 
Santa Barbara Feb. 2. 
Dalton Bros., operators of the Fol- 
lies burlesque house in Los Angeles, 
originally started in the show busi- 
ness as concession operators at Texas 


fairs. Ennis, Texas, was the home 
town and I first met them when 
playing the spot with my ‘Great 


Alamo shows.’ Pete and his father 
were operating the local theatre and 


ey 


Karly Texas Fairs 


‘Worst’ Burlesk 


Fifth Ave. theatre, N. Y., ad- 
vertises itself in local tabloids 
as ‘the worst burlesk in N. Y.’ 
Admish is 15¢ and 25c. 

Ads, although come-ons, do 
not misrepresent. House has 
been caught twice by VARIETY 
which corroborates statement. 

















I was astonished to see the ‘Four 
Cohans’ billed all over the place. It 
turned out to be a rep show that, 
in addition to Cohan’s paper, was 
using Lillian Russell and Dick Carle 
in the ‘Spring Chicken,’ ‘Ben Hur,’ 
Hanlon’s ‘Superba’ and, of all things, 
‘East Lynne.’ Those were the days 
when you could buy most anyone's 
paper from the local advertising 
agents at 2c..a sheet. The next season 
I had out a tent opera called ‘Cope- 
land Bros. Stock’ and took full ad- 
vantage of everyone’s paper, but I 
had 2 color strips made for tops and | 
bottoms on any sized litho and 
streamers for the stands. I, at least, 
did not use the titles. We posted and 
hung ai ieast 2,600 sheets for any 
village. Made country routes same 
as any circus. 

Jack Beach, the old-time circus 
banner man who with his wife 
Mayme own and manage the Lake 
Crest Drive Apts in Chicago, now 
visiting in California, purchased 
ground in Culver City for a bunga- 
low court. Work will be started im- 
mediately. 

John Fowler’s chimpanzee Skippy 
that did such a good job in the last 
‘Tarzan’ picture now playing dates 
in picture houses. Special truck job 
houses the animal and props. Makes 
a swell ballyhoo on the street. 

Jake Neumann, at Baldwin Park, 
lining up his advance forces for the 
Al G. Barnes’ Wild Animal and Sells- 
Floto Combined Shows. Adding 5 
cars. Will open last of March. 

Fat Alton left before the holidays 
to bring his motorized carnival 
equipment from Sparks, Nev., to Los 
Angeles for the spring opening. Still 
snow bound and may have to use the 
railroad to get out. 

Alyce May Brown producing local 
amateur shows for the concert with 
Polack Bros. Indoor Circus. They 
have proven a big draw. Starts the 
contest opening night and awards 
the prizes on the close. Good idea 
for any show playing week stands. 

Max Goodman, who purchased the 
William Glick shows now stored at 
Baltimore, surprised most everyone 
by closing for some of the best fairs 
in mid-west. Goodman and E. A. 
Hock, for many years partners in 
furnishing many of our Yargest fairs 
with concessions, operated on the up 
and up. On account of many of their 
choice dates being lost to the car- 
nival companies, who insisted on the 

concessions if their shows were to 


his own show, which was a great 

success. This, no doubt, influenced 

Goodman to enter the business. 
Veteran Bill Davis 

As far as I know W. H. (Bill) 
Davis is the oldest living showman, 
in the number of years in the busi- 
ness. Sixty-seven years. At the age 
of eight Davis ran away and joined 
the Adam Forepaugh circus and did 
a carry act with Mollie Brown. Sea- 
‘son 1870. Has been engaged in every 
branch of the amusement business 
and last season was with Dodsons 
World’s Fair Shows and signed up 
again for 1937. 

Charles Bernard, the circus his- 
torian, is the same age (75), but not 
active in the business. Bernard still 
does plenty of writing and has 
an old circus photo business at 
Savannah, Ga. He recently sent me 
a photo of ‘Bertie Cole, the World’s 
Champion Trick. Drummer’ ‘who 
will be seen in our parade daily 
tossing his drum sticks higher than 
the tallest buildings while playing.’ 
This is Bert Cole who was the top 
money banner man with any circus. 
Banner men are still shooting at his 
record season 1928 with the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Circus. His end-net 
was better than $34,000. This was 
50% of the not after taking out cost 
of painting the banners. Cole was 
with Billie Burke’s tango shows for 
14 seasons. 
ture of this act. The Coles now re-, 
tired and living at their beautiful 
home .n Tottenville, S, I. rm 


Mrs. Cole was the fea- |’ 


museums and carnivals for men only. 
This show gets a play from women 
and children, and would get business 
anywhere with proper ballyhoo. 
The finish and feature is a complete 
transformation from a Hop Joint to 
a Chinese Laundry in two seconds. 
The owner tells me he played the 
Keith and Orpheum time years ago. 
Should be on a major carnival. 

Harry Sebers now operating a 





! geil, burlesque show at the Unique 


heafre on Main street, Los Angeles. 
Sebers is to put out a musical show 
under canvas in March. Will be 
operated on lines similar to Billroy’s 
Comedians the most successful one 
day stand tent show. Billray’s tent 
seats 3,000 people. 1,000 free seats, 
2,000 reserved. General admission 
25c. Reserved seats 25c. Concert 25c. 
Their candy sales are said to be 
larger than any circus that pitches 
prize packages and that means more 
than any tent show in the business. 

Bill Rice Water Circus, featuring 
the N. Y. Hippodrome disappearing 
ballet will open in April. Should 
get a good ballyhoo for the troupe if 
Universal makes the super picture 
‘Hippodrome’ in time for release this 
summer, Charles A. Coummingham 
formerly with the Orpheum as ex- 
ploitation man and with MGM as 
pa. Now m.c. at the Singapore Inn 
on Fairfax opposite Gilmore’s Sta- 
dium LA. 

Southern California Rod and Gun 
Club contemplating a sports show 
this spring to take the place of the 
free show that has been held for 
several years at the Southern Cali- 
fornia Automobile Club grounds in 
LA. 











Burlesque Reviews | 


| 








NATIONAL, DETROIT 


Detroit, Jan. 28. 
More or less, burlesque has been 
a paying proposition in Detroit for 
the last several years. Patrons have 
gotten pretty much what they like, 
viz, plenty of stripping, and as a re- 
sult at least three, and sometimes 
four, houses have been running the 
year ’round to well-filled chairs. Po- 
lice have stepped in occasionally to 
demand a few more clothes on the 
femmes, but, except in rare in- 
stances, has the censorship meant 
more than hypoed grosses. 
Until last fall, local houses had 
frowned on wheel shows. Figured 
their locally-produced shows were 
oke, but suddenly experienced a 
change of mind and all three spots 
added some sort of circuit stuff. 
National, located in the heart of 
old Detroit’s Jesh row, got in on the 
ground floor with the Metropolitan 
burlesk wheel. Until recently, cir- 
cuit comprised three spots, the Roxy, 
Toronto, one in Buffalo, and the Na- 
tional here. Cast at each spot was 
then changed completely every two 
weeks. With temporary dropping out 
of Buffalo, shift of casts between 
Toronto and Detroit has been length- 
ened to once every three weeks, with 
a new show each week. 

National, owned by the veteran 
Dave King, is managed by George 
Schiller. Freddie O’Brien handles 
production work at this end of the 
circuit, with bookings by Milt Schus- 
ter, Chicago. House, which seats 
around 1,000 at 35 cents top, is run- 
ning on four-a-day basis, with an 
extra midnight show Saturdays =} 
Show caught (28) was _ tagged 
‘Spice of Life,’ just a title. It’s chief 
fotte consisted of snappy costumes 


12. Strippers (there were five in 
this show) have plenty to, tease, with, 
but don’t make the best use of. it. 
Two comedians, Jimmy Rose and 
Billy Lee, not comical. 

Latter is probably due to fact pa- 
trons of this house have become so 
used to Tommy (Scurcy) Miller, fun- 
purveyor here for past five years, that 
they can’t quite comprehend other 
comedians. Miller, who also shifts) 
with other members of cast, is now | 
in Toronto. 

Production as a whole flows freely, 
and settings are above average. 
Standout is Kitty Ellis, dubbed ‘plati- 
num princess,’ with a million-dollar 
appearance. She’s spotted only once 
in the 90-minute show, and that near 
close, but her peeling makes up for 
it. Other strippers, who appear sev- 
eral times and take part in several 
little skits, are Virginia Myle, a 
shapely brunet; Esther Alger, red- 
headed bomb; Barbara Bow, with a 
nice voice; and Eleanor Coty, a 
blonde. Costuming is nice. 

A tall blonde gal, Violet O’Brien, 
brought out of the line for coupla 
strip turns, has possibilities with a 
little more practice. Needs a little) 
un-stiffening. 

Usual bedroom, salesmen and hot- 
dog vendor skits put on by come- 
dians and their foils. Cracks run 
overboard at times, but audience! 
doesn’t seem to go for ’em. The sim- 
ple, clean ones hit the spot here. 

Show could use some good indi- 
vidual terpers and at least one first- 
class warbler. Also the runway 
isn’t employed enough. Baldheads in 
front rows starting to oe 

ete. 


Casino, Pittsburgh 


(SWING YOUR BABY’) 
: Pittsburgh, Jan. 29. 
Four packed houses daily grind at 


and fairly pretty gals in the line of}. 


puzzling mysteries are those titles. 
Why ‘Swing Your Baby’? Why any- 
thing, in fact? Just the simple word 
burlesque would do and it would 
have marquee wear and tear. 

‘Star’ of this one is Louise Stew- 
ard. Good looking, but mediocre 
stripper, and her single appearance 
at the end doesn’t justify the build- 
up and eager expectancy. Only other 
disrober is Diana King, and she, too, 
could take a few lessons in her spe- 
cialty. Any dame can walk around 
a stage taking off a piece at a time. 
That’s no tease, that’s merely going- 
to-bed exercises. 

Chief comics of ‘Swing Your Baby’ 
are Billy (Cheese and Crackers) Ha- 
gen and Harry Seymour. They’re 
funny, dirty and stick around too 
long. Burlesque clowns are still 
taking a single gag, sometimes not 
even that much, and stretching it out 
to deadly lengths. Hagen’s best is a 
box bit he does with a dead-pan 
stooge and putty-nosed comic turns 
it into show’s high spot. 

For the rest, show’s merely pretty 
bad vaudeville. LaRue Sisters sing 
and dance, Dolores Leland is the 
femme interest in the _ sketches, 
comes out in a Mae West rig that 
starts out in strip fashion, but doesn’t 
end up.that way, Dick Vernon is a 
listless tenor who does some average 
imitations of Joe Penner, Ed Wynn 
and George Givot and Al Darr and 
George Rose straight it for the 
comics. Cohen. 


COOLING PLANT FOR 
~" SUMMER STRIPPING 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. 

Flushed with swell comeback of 
burlesque this year, George Jaffe is 
having a cooling plant installed at 
Casino and plans to operate there all 
summer with stock. At _ present 
Jaffe is playing wheel shows and for 
first time since 1931 he hasn’t had a 
losing week all season. 








months of June, July and August, but 
figures pickings are ripe for warm 
weather trade now. Burlesque im- 
presario got a break at Casino when 
rival house, Variety, was torn down 
early in fall to make room for a 
parking lot. That left him without 
any competition. 





Independent Burlesque 


Week of Feb. 7. 


‘reef Trust'—Gayety, Minneapolis, 
‘China Dolls'—Rialto, Chicago. 

‘Maids of Manhattan’—Casino, Toronto. 
‘Monte Carlo Girls.—Open. 





‘Teasers and Wheezes’'—Lyric, Allentown, 
Mon., Tues.; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; 
Capitol, Reading, Thurs., Fri.; Majestic. 
Williamsport, Sat. 

‘Swing Girls’—Troc, Philadelphia, 

‘Bozo Snyder's Show’—Hudson, Union 
City, 

‘Crazy Quilt’—Jacques, Waterbury, Mon., 


Tues., Wed. 
‘Twinkle Toes’'—Howard, FPoston, 
*Toyland’—Empire, Newark. 


‘Swing Your Baby’—Gavety, Washington. 

‘Nothing But Dames’—Gayety, Baltimore. 

‘Maids of Manhattan’—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Paris by Night’—Gayety, Detroit. 

‘Fads and Fancies’—Garrick. St. Louis, 

‘Top Hat Revue’—Casino, Pittsburgh. 

‘Crazy Quilt’—Lyric, Bridgeport, Thurs., 
Fri., Sat. 

‘Pepper Pot Revue’—Century, Brooklyn. 





Mother of Minetta Ellen (Mrs. 
Barbour in ‘One Man’s Family,” NBC 








well-located Casino, Cutting down 
the wheel shows to 85 minutes, toss- | 
ing in an, hour of film fare (shorts’! 














Just saw a unique novelty ‘thé ea 
u 


derground Chinatown Op Gigt 
OM | 
in 


quite different from _ the 


Dens and Narcotic Shows’ seen 





newsreels ard cartoons), peddling 
the:combo for two-bits in the after- 
moon and 40 cents. at night) and 
counting up the profits. 


serial) died:in Oakland, Cal., Jan, 26, 
after several months’ illness. She 
was 91, ote 


‘Mother of Brock and Murdock 
Pemberton died in Emporia, Kans., 








As always, one of burlesque’s most 


ee! 





Jan. 30. 


In past Jaffe has closed shop for | 





FRAZER COULTER 
Frazer Coulter, 88, died in East 
Islip, L. L., Jan. 26, after a long ill- 


ness. Since his appearance in ‘O 
Promise Me’ in 1831 he had been a 
guest of the Percy Williams home. 

Born in Smiths Falls, Ont., Mr. 
Coulter went on the stage in the 
’10s, making his New York debut in 
support of Mrs. Sheridan Shook in 
‘School for Scandal’ at the Union 
Square, then operated by Shook & 
Collier. He was in ‘Vigilantes’ at 
Niblos, the same season. He had 
played with John E. Owens, Law- 
rence Barrett, Robson and Crane, was 
in the original production of ‘Hazel 
Kirke,’ and supported Thomas W. 
Keene in classical repertory. 

He put in a season with ‘the Bos- 
ton theatre stock and later supported 
Richard Mansfield, Margaret Law- 
rence and Katharine Cornell. He 
also played in several revivals by 
the Players. 

A sister survives. 
Woodlawn cemetery. 


Burial was in 





JOSEPH E. FOX 

Joseph E, Fox, 84, noted end man 
in minstrels and member of old 
vaudeville team of Fox and Ward, 
died Jan. 25 in Philadelphia, after a 
brief illness. His partner, William 
H. Ward, with whom he trouped for 
nearly 60 years, died three years ago. 
The team retired in 1927. 

Born May 7, 1852, at Ogdensburg, 
N. Y., Fox met Ward as a 15-year- 
old boy while working as a bellhop 
in the old Adams House in Chicago. 
They practiced dance steps and pat- 






IN MEMORY OF 
My Good Friend 


ALFRED DE MAMBY 


Who Died 
February 1, 1920 


JERRY VOGEL 


ter and went on the stage. They 
made their debut as a professional 
team Dec. 27 1868, in the old Win- 
ter Garden, in Cincinnati. 

Since his retirement in 1927, Fox 
had lived in Philadelphia. His only 
survivor is a nephew, James Fox, 
also “of that city. Burial was last 
Friday in Arlington Cemetery, Phil- 
adelphia. 





KEM YATES 

Kem Yates, 45, retired as a vaude- 
ville agent for several years be- 
cause of illness, died Jan. 28 in Chi- 
cago. Death came in-his sleep fol- 
lowing a heart attack. 

For a time Kem Yates was asso- 
ciated with his brothers, Irving and 
Charles, in the agency and vaude 
producing business. Arthritis forced 
him to retire and remain in Chicago 
while his brothers went to New 
York, where they are currently still 
in business. Besides Irving and 
Charles, parents, two other brothers 
and a sister survive, as well as Kem 
Yates’ widow and 20-year-old son. 

Burial took place in Chicago Jan. 29. 





AL M. SMITH 

Al M. Smith, 51, founder and 
head of the Al M. Smith motion pic- 
ture advertising firm, Minneapolis, 
Minn., died in Minneapolis after a 
brief illness. He was well known in 
the theatrical and motion picture in- 
dustry and was a prominent ma- 
gician, 

He was a member of the Twin 
City Variety Club, the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians, the So- 
ciety of American Magicians, and 
was president of the Minneapolis 
chapter of the latter organization. 

His wife, two sons and one daugh- 
ter survive. 

WALLACE SMITH 

Wallace Smith, 48, author, scena- 
rist, artist, died Jan. 31 in Holly- 
wood, 

He authored 75 short stories, seven 
published books and when stricken 
was concocting script for Republic 
musical. 

Among his screen plays are ‘Lost 
Squadron, ‘The Trumpet Blows,’ 
‘Captain Hates the Sea,’ ‘Border- 
town.’ His books included ‘Two 
Arabian Nights,’ ‘Captain Hates the 
Sea,’ ‘Bessie Cotter,’ ‘The Happy 
Alienist,’ ‘Gay Desperado.’ 

He was soldier of fortune and rov- 


ing newspaperman after leaving 
Chicago, He leaves widow and 
mother, 





LILA STEWART 
Lila Agnew Stewart, nationally 
known as an organizer and director 
of society pageants, balls and charity 
spectacles, died in New York Jan. 





28, of a complication of diseases, It 








il 


is estimated that she trained more 
than 40,000 persons for her various 
productions, At the time of her 
death she was superintending the 
President’s Birthday Fete at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

Interment was in Middletown, 
N. Y. A brother, Charles Stewart, 
survives. 





FRANK J. (BUZZ) LALOR 
Francis J. Lalor, 68, prominent in 
burlesque in the early part of the 
century, died in St. Catherines, Ont. 
Jan, 21. ’ 
He had a show on the old Ameri- 
can Burlesque Wheel and was a 
member of the Burlesque club. He 
retired in 1920 and went to his old 
home in St. Catherines to live. His 
last show was the Aviator Girls. 
He is survived by a sister, five 
nephews and three nieces. 





TOMASO TITTONI 

Tomaso Tittoni, 25, who had 
been in the cast of ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
died of pneumonia Jan .29 after a 
six-week illness. He was a great 
nephew of the Italian statesman of 
the same name who died in 1931. 

He was the son of Major and Mrs. 
Renato Tittoni. Besides his parents, 
he is survived by his widow, the 
former Margaret Nelson. 





ELLIS R. SMITH 

Ellis R. Smith, 84, for many years 
Battle Creek’s (Mich.) only theatre 
manager and later founder of an ad- 
vertising agency there, died Jan. 27 
in Battle Creek, Mich. 

Smith managed the Hamblin Opera 
House in the ’90s and the Post the- 


'atre for 13 years after it was built 


in 19063. 
Survived by wife and daughter. 





W. IRVING JOHNSON 
W. Irving Johnson, 76, president 
of Cluett & Sons, Inc., Troy music 
concern, and friend of many con- 
cert artists, including Paderewski, 
died Jan. 31 in his suite at the Hotel 


Troy after a brief illness. Was a 
pianist. 
A daughter, a sister, grand and 


great-grandchildren survive, 





ASHBY SNOW 

Ashby Snow, 66, Utah industrial 
and railroad magnate and prominent 
in the L.D.S. (Mormon) church, died 
Feb. 27 of a lingering ailment. He 
had been in ill health for nearly two 
years. 

Included in his vast holdings was 
Saltair resort, which reportedly had 
the largest dance floor in the world. 


—__-— 


FRED PAULO 

Frederick J. Mongeon, 66 (Fred 
Paulo), retired actor, died Jan. 26 
in Grand Rapids, Mich. He ap- 
peared in a Grand Rapids theatre in 
1906, was impressed by the beauty 
of Reeds Lake near that city, and 
quit the stage and returned to Grand 
Rapids in 1907 to build a chateau, in 
which he lived till his death, 





IRVING ROSE 

Irving Rose, 37, dance orchestra 
leader, died in Dallas, Texas, Jan. 28. 
He was orchestra leader for one edi- 
tion of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 

Survived by his wife, the daughter 
of a wealthy ranchman, and two 
daughters, 





EMMA VAN GORDER OLIVER 

Mrs. Emma Van Gorder Oliver, 66, 
former vaude performer, died last 
week in Canisteo, N. Y. She had 
been a cripple confined to a wheel 
chair for many years, 





A. F. ROSS 
A. F. Ross, general manager of 
African Theatres in early days, died 
Dec. 19, in Cape Town. Recently re- 
visited South Africa for health rea- 
sons. Widow survives. 





HAROLD NELSON 
Harold Nelson, bit player in pic- 
tures, died from pneumonia at L. A. 
General hospital, Jan, 26. 





LORA J. CONROY 
Mrs. Lora J. Conroy, in charge of 
dressing rooms at Paramount studio, 
died Jan. 26 in Hollywood. 





VAL DURAN 
Val Duran, 41, film bit actor, died 
Feb. 1 in Los Angeles of influenza. 





Mrs. Nellie Brown, 86, died in 
Aitoona, Pa., Jan. 23. She was well 
known to old time professionals, hav- 
ing traveled with her grandchildren, 
the Heim Children, later Bud and 
Nellie Heim, for many seasons. 
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si, Paul lee-Garnival Mishandled, 
rowds Interfere With Marchers 





St. Paul, Feb. 2. 

Nearly 350,000 peasants all but 
jroze in near-zero weather waiting 
for the parades, when St. Paul’s win- 
tex Carnival was ushered in to the 
yokelry Saturday (30) night. 
” Nearly an hour late in starting to 
begin with, one woman died of a 
heart attack from being jostled in 
he crush of humanity, while several 
mesons were injured when horses 

ampeded along the line of march, 
which—instead of being cleared and 
kept open resembled in compact- 
ness and density the crowds which 
lined Broadway when Lindy came 
ack home. 

A few marching clubs and a 
coupla bands would straggle through, 
then the path would close solid | 
from both sides, then the cops and 
firemen would push, tug, push some 
more, yell and cuss. Delay of 20 
minutes, then—if you were lucky— 
you'd see another float or trick bal- 
loon or a sleighful of some one ad- 
vertising something. Thing repeated 
itself all evening, with many mar- 
chers getting disgusted and whiling 
away the time between waits with 
impromptu pavement dancing or a 
bit of community singing. 








Traffic Jam Fierce 

Reviewing stand was a joke, with 
people pressed so deep in front of 
it the judges might better have been 
spending their time playing pinochle. 
Long before the end, paraders, in- 
stead of marching, straggled along 
looking like they were trying to 
spell something, a la college studes 
at football games. 

Thing wound up at about 11 p. m., 
when properly handled, it should 
have been all over before 9:30. Then 
came bedlam. With some _ loop 
streets roped off for toboggan and 
sled slides, remaining ones had cars 
parked double. Street car traffic was 
paralyzed. 

Niteries knocked ’em dead, with 
hundreds waiting for hours to get in 
to practically any place in town. | 
Dives which might have considered | 
folding several weeks ago were do- 
ing biz to S. R. O. queues half a 
jock along. Though likker flowed 
like water, little excessive drunken- 
ness was witnessed, and no street 
brawling. 


Wants N. C. Fair Back 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 2. 

Proposals that the state operate 
the State Fair each year has hit leg- 
islative hopper. 

Senator Clarke of Edgecombe in- 
troduced a bill in the senate to pro- 
‘We for appropriation of up to 
$°5.000 yearly from the emergency 
ana contingency fund to meet any 
deficit the board of agriculture 
might incur by operating the fair 
insiead of leasing it, as it now does. 
The board recently adopted a reso- 
lution providing for it to operate the 


fair if the legislature voted it pro- 
tect on, 














N. B. Nixes Gambling 


St. John, N. B., Feb. 2. 
An attempt to legalize games of 
cnance and skill on the midways of 
‘Ova Scotian fairs, with special ap- 
plication to the annual Halifax fair, 
has failed. The Nova Scotia Ex- 
hibition Commission split 4 to 4 on 
& motion calling for introduction of 
ll in the provincial assembly that 
uld modify the anti-gambling laws 
©f Nova Scotia to allow the operation 
©! ‘harmless’ games on the midways 
the provincial fairs, and the use 
c admission tickets with prizes for 

the holders of the ‘lucky’ coupons. 
City council of Halifax is strongly 


> 


+ 





1 favor of the legislation, as the 
only way to take the local fair out 
' the red and into the black. 


SIGHT FLOPS; KEARNS STICKS 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 
; Tack Kearns’ initial venture to put 
detroit back in the big-time boxing | 
‘eld, the Barney Ross-Al Manfredo | 





| 
} 
| 
| 


on, in Olympia last Friday (29), | expedition only 


S ned out to be a mild floppo. | 
‘arns won't quit, however, as co- | 
Promoter with Olympia and figures | 
S broken the ice. 
\ithough paid attendance was only | 
36 in an arena that'll easily hold 
“900, the gate was $12,826, at $3.60 | 
P, which is a lot more than town | 
‘ shelled out for a fistic encounter 
many years. Ross, the winner. 
Le $3,200 and Manfredo 





Dry and Wet 





Detroit, Feb. 2. 

Local travel bureaus start 
this week running ‘temperance’ 
snow trains to Northern play- 
grounds.” Nothing more potent 
than pop will be sold or per- 
mitted on the specials, follow- 


ing numerous requests from 
sport enthusiasts. 
Regular ‘wet’ trains will as 


formerly. 


WANT DIRECT SUBWAY 
LINK TO WORLD’S FAIR 


Officials of New York’s World’s 
Fair have launched a concerted drive 
on the N. Y. Board of Estimate to 
obtain some $1,200,000 for building 
a branch from the presently used 
Kew Gardens wards of the Indepen- 
dent Subway system to the midway 
entrance of the exposition grounds. 
It would land fair visitors at the gate 
which leads immediately to the mile- 














|long midway and street of a thou- 


sand variety shows. 
is being plotted to 


This entrance 
handle 40,000 


| visitors per hour, though right now 


it is doubtful if one-fourth that 
number would enter the fair by this 
gateway unless the present city- 
owned Indie Subway line is extended 
nearly two miles. 

Seriousness of tnis transportation 
problem recently was outlined in a 
comprehensive letter submitted by 
N. Y. Fair executives to the New 
York City estimate and apportion- 
ment board. Without the branch line 
from the Kew Gardens present opera- 
tion, fair officials fully realize that 
the great carnival or show street of 
the world’s biggé@&t exposition could 
not be reached directly by popular 
means of rail transportation. 





Filmed Opera 
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only the plot and principal arias re- 
main. Musical background pro- 
vided by a large orchestra would re- 
tain the mood of operas without 
leaving in the recitative portions. 
The major themes would remain for 
the big voices of the production plus 
orchestral effects. This appears to 
be the real out for straight operas in 
films. 

That in time the film industry will 
swing around to such methods of 
handling this type of fare is sup- 
ported by the trend in musicals of 
the screen and former hands-off at- 
titude towards operettas. Six or 
seven years ago, average picture 
company was unable to turn out a 
musical production that was a box 
office hit. But improvement in 
technique and experience has al- 
tered the situation. ‘Rose Marie’ 
and ‘Naughty Marietta’ are indica- 
tive of what can be accomplished 
with light operas. Some executives 
feel that similarly, in time, a method 
will be found for treating grand op- 
eras. 

Metro-Goldwyn probably has 
given grand opera as serious study 
and consideration as any major com- 
pany. Indicative of the official at- 
titude of this company is the fact 
that Mary Garden has been under 
contract as operatic talent voice 
scout with the entire world as her 
field. Her option was picked up last 
week, but no mention was made of 
operas. She is simply tabbed as 
musical talent scout, with policy on 
operas to be ironed out probably in 
next few weeks. 





| suffered in 


Johnson Pic 
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papermen, ‘my purpose would not be 
to capitalize on Johnson's reputation. 
After all, I went on the Borneo 
in a mechanical 
capacity.’ 





Los Angeles, Feb. 2. 

Osa Johnson, widow of Martin 
Johnscn, who died from injuries re- 
ceived in a recent plane crash and 
now recuperating at the Good Sama- 
ritan hospital from a leg fracture 
the wreck will start a 
four-menth lecture tour in a wheel 
chair. 

Clark Getts is her manager. 





Protecting the Title 


Detroit, Feb. 2. 
Investigation is under way to de- 


termine legality of ‘Mt. Clemens 
baths,’ being advertised in New York 
and Pittsburgh. 

Bathhouse and hotel owners in 
suburban Mt. Clemens are up in | 
arms, declaring that efforts ap- 
parently are being made to capitalize 
on town’s reputation as a curative 
mineral water center. 





| 
} 





SHIFTS IN S.F. PERSONNEL | 


Many Changes in Staff of ’Frisco’s 

"39 Exposition 

San Francisco, Feb. 2. 

Arthur H. Halloran appointed act- 

ing director of exhibits and conces- 
sions of the 1939 Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition last week by 
Colonel J. Franklin Bell. Halloran 
will retain his present post as chief 
of electrical exhibits. 


Other personnel department ap- 
pointments and transfers announced 
by Bell were: 


Frederick Weddleton, chief of the 
concessions divisions, in charge of 
rules, policies and options. 

F. M. Sandusky, executive assist- 
ant to the director of exhibits and 
concessions. 

Dr. A. W. Bitting, chief of foods, 
beverages and agricultural exhibits. 

R. F. Allen, chief of homes and 
garden exhibits. 

Frederick Black, sales promotion 
division of the exhibits department. 

J. Emmett Hayden, transferred to 
the governmental participation divi- 
sion, where he will be actively en- 
gaged in securing foreign, Federal, 
state and county government ex- 
hibits. 





Protecting the Fair 


Lincoln, Feb. 2. 

First anti-show biz bill came be- 
fore the unicameral legislature here 
this week and is a protective meas- 
ure for county and state fairs, pic- 
nics, and ag shows. Bill provides 
that no carnival, tent show, circus, 
or other travelling amusement en- 
terprise shall be able to show in 
or near a town where the show is, 
or is to be up to 30 days previous. 


money. 


| 


| 
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Indoor Circuses Take an U 


e 3 DIS dd 
More Popular Than Ever. Before 





What the WPA Found 





Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 2. 
WPA workers, at their task of 
unfolding ancient county 
records for the State Historical 
Commission, came across the 
original marriage bonds issued 
when the original Siamese 
Twins, Barnum’s Chang and 
Eng, married the Yates sisters 
in Wilkes county, N. C., where 

the twins made their homes. 
The twins applied for the 
bonds April 13, 1843, and the 
father of their brides Jesse 
Yates, posted the $1,000 bond 

required for each marriage. 


Good Publicity, But 
Johannesburg Empire 
Expo Cest $375,000 


Capetown, Jan. 11. 


Officials of the Johannesburg Em- 
pire Exhibition have _ reconciled 
themselves to a loss of $375,000 on 
the enterprise when it closes. How- 
ever, they feel compensated in the 
financial loss with the xesulting pub- 
licity given South Africa and con- 
sider it already marked off the books. 

Failure of the Exhibition was 
blamed on poor attendance of na- 
tives, particularly those of the im- 
mediate district. Patronage was way 
off the anticipated numbers. 

Long stretches of inclement weath- 
er, especially at night, is another 
factor in the flop. 














Virginia Elects 


Lynchburg, Feb. 2. 


H. B. Watkins of Danville has 
been reelected president of the Vir- 
ginia Association of Fairs. Other 
officers are: T. B. McCaleb, Coving- 
|ton, Va.; Charles A. Somma, of Rich- 
mond: R. W. Eanes of Petersburg, 
and W. L. Tabscott of Lewisburg, 


Idea is to protect that amusement |W. Va., vice-presidents, and C. B. 


Ralston of Staunton, sec.-treas. 





Rose's Triple Cleve. Threat 
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tion—Off on Another ‘Dream’ Spree 


Signs for Three,Shows at, Lakefront Exposi- 





. Cleveland, Feb. 2. 


Second edition of Cleveland’s 
Great Lakes Expo this summer will 
go in for super-spectacles which 
rubber-neckers will look at through 
Billy Rose-colored glasses. That, of 
course, means the pin\-sized ‘Jumbo’ 
producer will have more than one 
finger in it. In fact, at least three 
fingers, living up to his old reputa- 
tion, as a promoter. 

His appointment yesterday (1) by 
Lincoln G. Dickey, g. m., as director 
of entertainment is most important 
fair news up to date. Working on a 
sliding percentage basis, Rose was 
given unparalleled authority to make 
any changes he wants if they are 
sure-fire. ‘You can’t bring expo 
crowds back for a second year by 
just a different coat of paint,’ he 
said in selling himself to civic back- 
ers. “You have to change everything 
and I'll give the midway an entire 
new face for its reopening May 29.’ 

Major change planned by Rose 
will be transformation of last year’s 
Marine Theatre into what he calls 
a super-super ‘Aquacade.’ Built on 
lakefront, his newest brain-storm is 
to have 5,000 covered seats, dining 
facilities for another 2,500 and a 
larger stage in front of the outdoor 
swimming pool. The Roseate trick 
of talking in terms of thousands 
again breaks out in this venture. For 
his aquatic musical revues, he won’t 
be satisfied with anything less than 
100 swimming Gypsy Rose Lees, 36 
Robert Taylors who can do a fancy 
crawl, a 16-voice ensemble, 10 
specialty acts, a couple of orchestras 
and a nationally known swimming 
guester. The only thing he. missed 


may get around to it. 
Stars and Bands 
Promoter is hoping to get either 





Johnny Weismuller or Eleanor Holm 





mentioning is a submarine, eat he} 


Jarrett for opening edition, After 
them, several Olympic champs. One 
of his orks will be a top name band. 
What all of this will cost, producer 
doesn’t know, but it will cost plenty. 
Some of the underwriters winced or 
began making hasty pencil calcula- 
tions. ‘What diff does expense make 
if it gets the whole country talking?’ 
was the typical Rose retort that shut 
them up. 

Transplanting one of his last 
year’s stunts from Fort Worth Expo, 
he is outlining another super-attrac- 
tion to be tagged ‘Pioneer Palace.’ A 
glorified western show, it will be 
used to hype attendance in old 
‘Streets of World,’ which had a 
tough time at first in 1936. Cast is 
going to include fire-eaters, beef- 
trust chorines, freak jugglers and 
‘all the small-time vaudevillians who 
would be on Broadway—if I got a 
break, by God.’ 

Third stunt not yet definite, but 
it may be some sort of a pageant in 
out-door theatre. Last season Ed 
Hungerford staged in it a historical 
‘Parade of Years’ which was so 
rained out that Hungerford’s return 
in still dubious. 

As entertainment director, work- 
ing with Elmon R. Shaffer who runs 
Midway, Rose is putting his foot 
down on out-and-out nude shows. 
Peep-shows are taboo, he says; so is 
vulgarity in making a bid for church 
trade, This ukase was laid down by 
backers, who under-wrote the 101- 
day continuation for operating ex- 
penses of $500,000 and don’t want 
investment jeopardized by attacks 
on shows’ morals. 

Rose also plotting another °37 
spectacle for Fort Worth fair, which 
may force him to, buy a plane to 
make quick. jumps, back. to, Cleve- 
land’s centennial. ‘Do..you- think 


| Dick Merrill, wilk.be willing 40 act 


as my air chauffeur?’ he asked. 


|} more 
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Chicago, Feb. 2. 

Circus acts used to be the step- 
children of show business in the 
wintertime, laying off in Reading, 
Pa., or Topeka until spring rolled 
around again and the canvas was 
ready to go up. Those few 
turns which were able to snap up 
some vaude time in the winter 
months were relegated to opening 
or closing spots on the bill, and the 
rest of the acts often disdained even 
to talk to ’em. 

But today the ugly duckling has 
become the darling of show business, 
with more consecutive working time 
than any other type of act. Circus 
acts work in the outdoors. all 
through the summer, and then go 
right into indoor arenas when the 
snow starts to fly. 

In the past couple of years the in- 
door circuses have become more and 
important, until this year it 
has reached an all-time high in the 
number of indoor circuses and the 
amount of coin being expended on 
talent. 

Expected that by April 30, when 
the indoor business will be finished, 
the total coin spent on circuses 
under roof will have reached nearly 
$750,000. There are indoor circuses 
scheduled this year which run as 
high as $30,000, such as the Shriners 
Circus in Detroit on a fortnight’s en- 
gagement. 

Budgets Up to $15,000 

Annual Police Circus and Show 
in St. Louis dated for April 9-18 this 
year has set up a budget of $15,000 
for the nine days, booked through 
the Sidney Belmont office. 

Mystic Shriners have gone for 
these indoor circuses in a big way, 
and are finding this winter-time cir- 
cus one of the best means of raising 
money for its many charitable pur- 
poses. And the Veiled Prophets 
Grotto in Cleveland is holding a 
two-week circus in February with 
more than $25,000 to be spent on the 
show alone. 

Big Shrine circuses are scheduled 
for Grand Rapids, Buffalo, Roches- 
ter, Des Moines, Denver, Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul, Omaha, Kansas City, 
Pittsburgh and other key cities. 
Booking of the bulk of the midwest 
Shrine circuses is by Orrin Daven- 
port through the Stinson office in 
Detroit, though George Hamid and 
Bob Morton are also coming into the 
field with plenty of activity. 
Strangely enough, the Barnes & Car- 
ruthers Fair Agency here, while it 
does a huge amount of summer-time 
fair bookings, has been inactive in 
regard to these inside circuses. 

Every type of act which goes un- 
der canvas is availdtie for the in- 
door circuses, with the booking of- 
fices handing out contracts running 
as high as 16 weeks to acts, which 
are particularly in demand, for the 
winter time circuses, 

Chicago and New York, strange to 
say, have not yet gone in for the 
sponsored winter circuses, though 
there are indications that Medinah 
Temper, Chicago, will shortly join 
the parade with an annual two-week 


circus to be held in December or 
January. 


Reducing Carney Tax 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 2. 


Carnivals will no longer be forced 
to hide behind the name of various 
and sundry agricultural fairs in 
North Carolina—at least so far as 
taxation is concerned—under terims 
of the new revenue act draft al- 
ready approved by the joint finance 
committee of both houses of the 
legislature, now in session. 

The new act reduces the tax levy 
on carnivals and strikes out the ex- 
emption from taxation heretofore ex- 
tended to those operating ‘within the 
grounds of agricultural fairs ap- 
proved by the state department of 
agriculture.’ 

In the past the rate of taxation 
was such as to render exhibition out- 
side fairs a practical impossibility, 
with the state levying $400, the 
county having the right to assess a 
like sum, and the municipality in 
position to demand what it would. 

Result was that every carnival hid 
behind a fair and was exempted al- 
together. By striking out the ex- 
empting clause and reducing the levy 
yore eney will be collected in the 
aggrevate, it is thought by all who 
flare farmiliat with the situation, 


circus 
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MRS.VINCENTMUR- 
RAY: Speaks for mil- 
lions of housewives. § 
“Camelsarenotabit { 
harsh—aqualitythat : 
we women especi- 
ally appreciate. I can 
smoke as many 
Camels as I please.” 













“HERB . WIS: High-scoring 
sparl plug of the champion De- 
trot Red Wings. “I smoke 
Camels right through the 
training season. With the 
constant strain of keeping 
on my toes and traveling, my 
digestion takes it onthe chin. 
But smoking Camels with my 
meals and afterwards eases 
tension.” At mealtimes Cam- 
els aid digestion—speeding 
up the flow of digestive flu- 
ids, increasing alkalinity— 
bringing you a sense of well- 
being. Camels are mild— 
better for steady smoking. 
Camels set you right! 









es, 












CLYDE FREEMAN: Steel- 
Nerved Auto Test Driver. “You 
bet I smoke Camels. Camels 
help my digestion—and they 
mever get On my nerves.” 






























LAWRENCE T.K.GRIS- 
WOLD: Explorer, now 
deep in the African gor- 
illa country. “On an 
expedition Camels are 
listed as a necessity. 
I find that smoking 
Camels is a great aid 
to my digestion.” 


















MRS. DOROTHY POYNTON 
HILL: Champion High Diver. 
“I enjoy smoking Camels 


ition tase WHAT (c 
meme STEADY SMOKERS \ 
HAVE LEARNED ABOUT ,j 
















MRS, RUFUS PAINE 
SPALDING Ill, of Pasa- 
dena, yachting enthusiast. 
“I smoke as many Camels 
as I please. I find it’s a 
happy way to ease strain.” 























TONY MANERO: National 
Open Golf Champion. “lt have 
a grand feeling of being at 
ease afterward...when I enjoy 
Camels along with my meals.” 












LEE GEHLBACH: Recog- 
nized as America’s No.1 
Test Pilot.“I'ma steady 
Camel smoker. Camels be 
don’t frazylemynerves. ~ 3 . 9 eS 

When I feel bogged- = KF 2 ae secon eo 
down, it’s great to y 7 a , 

smoke my Camel and 
get that cheery ‘lift.’” 





















SIR HUBERT WILKINS: 
Again exploring the Arctic. 
“Everywhere I’ve gone, 
Camels have gone.Camels 
are my stand-by. They 
add gusto to my meals.” 


MISS DOROTHY KiLGAL- 
LEN: Spunky Girl Reporter 
circled the globe in 24% days. 
“Smoking Camels kept 
my digestion tuned up 
every minute.” 








MRS. CHARLES SICK- 
LES: Busy New York 
matron. “I smoke Cam- 
els whenever I feel like 
it—and they never get 
On my nerves or tire 
my taste. Snfoking 
Camels adds spetial 
zest to any meal.” 









LOU MEYER: Won Indiana- 
polis Auto Classic three times. 
He’sa steady smoker. “In this 
game I need a mild cigarette,” 
he says. “So I smoke Camels.” 
































Camels are 


made from finer, 


More Expensive Tobaccos 


... Turkish and Domestic... 


WILLIAM FERGUSON: 
Salesman. “I’m always 
on the go—and smoke 
alot. The cigarette for 
mildness is Camel. 
Camels give mea ‘lift’ 
inenergy. AndI smoke 
Camels as an aid to 
digestion.” 


than any other 


popular brand. 
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“PAT” PATTON: Oil-well fire- 
fighter. “I couldn’t handle this 
job if I let myself get the jitters. 
That’s why I smoke. Camels. 
They don’t get on my nerves.” 
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